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32 Hawick, = CM . 2, 7131 2,928 2 
83 it. i 45» - | 234 9s 
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35 Edenkeillle, - < =» 1,443 | 1,800 | 357 < | 553 
36 Monivaird and Strowan, - 12,460 | 1,025 | [435 | 567 
37 Kilbride, in Arran, » 12,369 | 2,545 | 1,176 | - = | 578 
38 Moonzie, - < =» 249 rr] - - | 758 | 583 
39 Symington, , =» = 264 307 | 43 585 
40 Alloa, - =» » * 733316 4.8023 1,014 | 592 
3 7 5 172,948 18,875 
Population in I755, » J 72,948 | 4817 
ü Dn Rn 14,058 


* Doubts are dn TER: far the pariſh of Alloa tt ſo grout 2 
number, as 5816 ſouls, in 1755 but the reader will eaſily perceive that no fair 
compariſon can be made, between the population in 1755, and at preſent, bur by 


a ſirict adherence to Dr: Webſter” 8 account of the population at the mer 
period. | 
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SCOTLAND. 


PART VI. 


N 
PARISH OF. DORNOCH. 


(County of SA Gay, of Dornoch—Synod = 


"| Sutherland and Caithneſs ) 


: By the e Rev | i. Joux bens : 


+ — _ 3 K h_ —_ - Q - - 5 4 A 


Origin of the Kinks, 


HE town and pariſh of Dornoch derive their 1 name 1 | 

the Gaelic words Dorn-Eich, which ſignifies a bor/e's 
foes or hoof; concerning which the current tradition is as fol- 
lows: About the year 1259, the Danes and Norwegians, hav- 


ing made a deſcent on this coaſt, were attacked by William, 
Thane or Earl of Sutherland, a quarter of a mile to the eaſt= 


Ward of this town. Here the Daniſh general was ſlain, and 


his army beaten, and forced to retire to their ſhips, which 


were not far diſtant, The Thane of Sutherland greatly ſigna- 
ized himſelf upon this occaſion ; and appears, by his perſonal | 


valour and exertion, to have contributed very much to deter- 


mine the fate of the day. While he ſingled out the Daniſh 6 
general, and gallantly fought his way onward, the Thane 


being, by ſome accident, diſarmed, ſeized the leg of a horſe, 
which lay on the ground, and wh that diſpatched his ad- 
V OL. VIII. N EO A ; N verſary. 
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verſary. Tn honour cf this exploit, and of the weapon witt Ml 
which it was atchieved, this place received the name of Dorn- 
eich, or Dornoch; as it is now called “. 


Situation, E tent, Surface, Soil. Climate, &c.—Dornoch is the 
preſbytery ſ-at; and, alternately with Thurſo in Caithneſs, 
| that of the ſynod. The burgh of Tain, in Roſsſhire, lands 
on the ſouth ſide of the frith, directly oppoſite to Dornoch 
and three computed miles to the weſtward of both, where "2 
frith becomes pretty narrow, is the Merle Ferry, ſo called in 
contradiſtinction to another arm of the ſea, called the Little 
Ferry. On each ide of the former, there is a large boat for 
tranſporting carriages, horſes, and other cattle; as alſo a yawl 
for the accommodation of foot paſſengers ; but at the Little 
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i Ferry theſe are found on the eaſt fide only. At this ferry, 
} four hands ferve ; and the ſame number at each fide of the 
i Meikle Ferry. Frequent complaints are heard of both; an evil 
i not peculiar to theſe ferries, nor likely to be remedied, until. »s. 
} the property and diſpoſal of ſuch be veſted in the public, in- * 
} | | ſtead of private proprietors, whoſe chief aim, naturally, is to 7 
[| have as high a rent as poſſible. This pariſh extends 9 miles 1 
__ from E. to W. along the conſt of the frith of Dornoch ; and 9 


from S. to N. or N. W. about 15 meaſured miles. It has a 
conſiderable extent of ſea coaſt, not only upon the frith of 
Dornoch, but alſo on that of the Little Ferry, which runs 
abont 4 miles up the country on the eaſt ſide of the patiſh. 
The ſhores produce ſhell fiſh, particularly cockles and muſcles; 
| Ak | e 1 | but 
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7 * This tradition is countenanted by the Lorſe:ſboe, which is {till retained in the 
erm of the burgh. In memory of the ſame event, a ſtone pillar was erected: 
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on the ſpot, ſupporting at the top a croſs, encompaſſed by a circle, which went 
under the name of the Ears Croſs. Standing on a ſandy hillack, it was 
gradually undermined by the winds: ſeveral years ago it tumbled down, and 
vas broke to pieces; at preſcnt, only ſcattered ſragments of it remain. 
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of Doch. 3 


but yield little other benefit to | the inhabitants. The ſea- 
wae is of little value. There is only one boat's crew -of 


fiſhe men, who are neither ſkilful nor adventurous : they are 
therefore wretchedly poor, and of little or no advantage to 
the place; while others from Murray and Banff. ſhire, catch 
fiſh on this coaſt, and make money, by carrying away the 
cod, haddocks, ſcate, flounders, &c. At the Little Ferry, 
there is an excellent harbour, where ſhips lie in perfect ſecus 


rity, after having got over a bar, which runs acroſs the en- 


trance. At high water, veſſels of 5-0 tons burthen may 
enter here. At the ſhore of Dornoch, too, ſmall veſſels lie 
in ſafety, with tolerable weather, as well as near the Meikle 


Ferry; but a formidable bar ſtretches from the eaſtern point 


of the coaſt of Dornoch, almoſt quite over to the ſouth fide 
of the frith, called (from their inceſſant noiſe) the Gizzing 
Briggs. The banks forming this bar, are not, however, ſo 
cloſely connected, but that veſſels of, conſiderable burthen 
(perhaps 300 tous) may enter, under the direction of a pilot. 
The ſhores are flat and ſandy, and the lands contiguous to 
them generally level ; but graduall y elevated as they approach 

the hilly diſtricts to the north. The ſoil is ſandy ; the pre. 


7 valence of that quality decreafing i in proportion to the diſtance 


From the ſhore, The higher grounds 1a culture, partake * 
moſs ; of the clay kind, there is little in the pariſh. The air 
here, is pure and ſalubrious, if we except the immediate 
vicinity of a large moraſs, extending from the town of Dor- 
noch upwards of two miles to the weſtward, and lying along 

the county road. This has been a common. 8 me years ago, 
a c eme of diviſion was formed, under the authority of the 
Court of Seffion : It was accordingly divided among the pro- 
prietors of the adjacent lands, and march ſtones fet up, ut 
ſtilbit lies undrained, and a nuiſance, as belore, Some feeble 
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attempts have been made towards culture at the > weflern ex! 
tremity of 11. 


| River, Lakes, Animals, Minerals, &c.—Beſides the com- | 
mon domeſtic animals, foxes, badgers, pole-cats, hares, otters, 
and rabbits, are found in this pariſh ; alſo eagles, hawks, 


muirfowl, woodcocks, partridges, plovers and ſnipes. The 
river of Evelicks, which falls into the ſea near the Meikle 


Ferry, affords a few ſalmon and trouts. The hilly part of 


the pariſh contains 3 or 4 ſmall lakes, in which a variety of 


trouts are found. The largeſt of theſe lakes may be about a 
mile long, and a quarter of a mile broad. One of them 
produces a fine red trout, which weighs from 2: pound to 13 
pound. The pariſh is not deſtitute of common ſtone quarries. 
At Embo there is one of free - ſtone. There is no natural 
wood of any value. A great quantity of Moſs Fir is found 
under ground: It ſerves for light to the poorer ſort ; and logs 


are ſometimes dug up, which are uſed even in building. This 


ſort of timber is remarkably durable. At both the Sk:bas 
there are thriving plantations of fir, though of no great extent. 
At Evelicks, ſome appearances of coal have been obſerved ; 
and about a mile to the N. W. of Dornoch is found a very 
rich clay. It is extremely hard to dig; the ic muſt go be- 
ſore the ſpade : It remains hard after expoſure to the air ; 
yet a very ſhort carriage makes it run to the conſiſtency of 


pitch. When uſed in byilding, it takes an equal 70 of 


. ſand. 5 


Agriculture and Produce.— The crops raiſed here, are 
oats, bear, peaſe, potatoes, and ſome beans and rye. About the 


year 1758, potatoes became a principal article of proviſion 


here. Now, they ſerve as the chief ſubſiſtence of the people 
during a third part of the year; with many for one balf, and 


with 
a 


are 
the 
ſion 
pple 


and 


wp ious qualities and circumſtances of the ſoil. 
1 5 that great oats quickly degenerate in poor land ; and while 
they admit that this is the more fruitful grain, ſtill they con- 
tend, that the other is, on the whole, more productive, as be- 


of Darnoch, . _ ; $ 


There are nq 
Geld turnips cultivated here; and ſcarce any ſown graſs raiſed, 


with 63 even Gov: two * . the . 


except in two or three places, the ſeats of men of property; 
which are alſo the only incloſures in the pariſh, Hence, 

| the arable ground is, for the greater part, in conſtant tillage, 
It is therefore no wonder, that it yields poor crops, in return 
for much labour and expence, Lime i is little known here, as a 
man The beneſit of it is not underſtood: nor could it 
indeed be procured but at a heavy ex pence; for though there 


manure. 


| are ſhells, the tenants cannot afford to burn them. Towards 
2X the ſhore, the prevailing crops are bear and peaſe; 


in the 

more inland farms, oats; and of the laſt, different kinds of | 
white, and of ſmall black oats are uſed, according to the va- 
The people find 


n 


ing more numerous, and yielding more ſtraw. The average 
returns of bear, may be from 5 to 6; of oats and peaſe, 
from 3 to 4. The two laſt are ſown in April, and reaped, 
the peaſe, in the end of Auguſt, and the oats in September. 
The bear is ſown in May, and ripe in Auguſt. After a good 
crop of potatoes, barley, without any additional manure, is 
expected, on the coaſt ; but no oats, or very bad, after the 


8 barley, which is ſucceeded by peaſe; and the following ſeaſon, 
IF the land is manured and ſown with bear again. In the inland 


parts, oats are ſown after potatoes, Some farms yield three 


or more crops of oats in ſucceſſion ; but the ſandy foil along 


. the 


8 * Many poor families, who rent no land, are accommodated by others with 


a ſpot for this uſeſul root, for the fake of the dung, ſoot, or aſhes which 


© 1 they lay upon it; and this, whale it contributes eſſentially to the ſubſiſtence of 


the poorer fort, is alſo the moſt Proven mode ꝓractiſed here for improving 
and meliorating the ſoil, 
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the coaſt, produces not, in general, any tolerable crop of | 
that grain. Fallowing is not practiſed here, except on the A 


few incloſed farms already alluded to. Scarce any land is 


plowed in autumn, and but little in winter; the prevailing 


opinion being, that early plowing or ſowing, anſwers not 


with the light and open nature of the ſoil. Some ſmall 
tenants, on the coaſt, ſow no bear till about the 25th 
of May; and they are ſatisfied if but three weeks intervene 
detwixt the firſt and ſecond plowings. In light ſoil, pea/e 
are ſown before tilling, and then turned down by the plough; 
which ſeems to anſwer beſt, as by that mode, the ſcorching, 
impreſſions of the ſun and wind are moſt effectually reſiſted, 


and a greater degree of moiſture preſerved around the ſeed. 


Even bear is ſometimes ſown here in the ſame manner. This . 
is the moſt extenſively cultivated pariſh in the country, yet 
chere is not an eight part of it in culture. It raiſes not, in 
ordinary ſeaſons, much more corn than is ſufficient for its in- 
habitants, including thoſe of the burgh. More d/ackt tattle, 
| However, are reared here, than the - pariſh requires for the 


purpoſes of meat and labour; but not ſo. many horſes as the 


5 | people employ. A few hogs are reared. In the lower parts 
of the pariſh there is little ſhecp paſture : in the hilly diſtricgs, 
Aocks of theſe, and here and there, of goats, are kept; but 


neither conſiderable. Ihe ardour for ſheep farming has hardly 


yet commenced here. The preciſe proportions of land, in cul- 
ture, paſture, &c. is not aſcertained. The quantity of paſture 


grounds has been conſiderably reduced or deſtroyed: the 
former, by the gradual culture of ſmall ſettlers; and the 


latter, by the general practice of cutting feal and divot, or 
turf “ 


 Heritors 


„This drew a pleaſant ſally from an Engliſh gentleman, ſome 5 ago. 
Ubſerving a herd of meagre cattle here, gleaning a ſcanty ſubſiſtence on a naked 


of: Dam | 7 


Her to and Rent. — The beſt arable ground is let at 20 8. 


5 - 


per acre : This is chiefly incloſed, or in the vicinity of the 
burgh. Inferior ground lets at from 8 8. to 12 8. and the 
= worſt at 48. or even lower. The real rent may amount in all 
25 to about 1300 l. or 1400 J. Sterling. The Counteſs of Suther- 
t land is the principal proprietor; beſides whom there are four 
* heritors, excluſive of the proprietors of ſmall crofts contigu- 
4 ous to the burgh; of the laſt there are ſix. None of the firſt | 
* claſs reſides conſtantly, and but one has hitherto reſided oc 
0 ſionally i in the pariſh; another has lately built, and 1s e 
5 to * ſome portion of his time here. 
8 
„ Population — Although the Wee have not been regular- 
J. : ly kept here, it is univerſally believed, that the population | 
is has increaſed within the laſt 30 years very conſiderably, to 
t the extent, it is ſuppoſed, of at leaſt 500. This increaſe is 
n not to be aſeribed to any addition from trade or manufactures; 
I for except two whiſky diſtilleries, and ſome flax ſpun by the 
, women, no branch of trade whatever is cultivated here, The 
1e increaſed population can therefore only be accounted for from 
le 1 theſe cauſes that the women are ae, and that by the 
ts-: | 1 nb. . DE 1 
s, - ee 
ut 1 ſpot, white every cottage was built of feal, and thatched with Lived, he ſarcaſ- 
y 7h tically remarked, that “ though Sutherland was not deſtitute of fones or grafs,. 
1 & the people choſe to build their houſes of the latter, and leave their cattle to 
| * feed on the former!“ This was ſetting our management in a light abundantly 
re laughable; yet, the poor people are not ſo much to blame, as it was natural 
ne for this facetious ſtranger to conceive. They are, in general, very poor, and 
ne have but ſmall holdings. They never experienced the advantage of ſubſtantial, 
5 9 or the comfort of commodious dwellings; and did the ſet a due value on ſuch, 
| 1 2 they poſſeſs not the means of conſtructing them, and indecd have little en- 
couragement for the unde rtaking. Small tenants have no leaſes here; little im- 
Fs = provement, therefore, of any kind, can be expected. In juſtice to the proprietors, 
70. however, it muſt be added, Wat it is not their practice to remove the tenants 
LES de antonſy. 
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ſubdiviſion of Faris, and the advancing näre of ſmall crofts 
and muir ground, the people in general are encouraged to 
marry young. It may be added, that by the partial intro- 


2 duction of inoculation for the ſmall-pox, and by the im- 
proved treatment of patients under that diſeaſe, which has of 


late years been pretty generally adopted, even by thoſe who 


are not yet reconciled to inoculation itſelf, many lives have 
been ſaved, and other fatal diforders prevented. Since the 
return to Dr. Webſter, however, in 1755, there has been a 
decreaſe upon che whole, as wal Por pou inſpecting the 


following table. 


- 


Statistical Table of the ede of Dornoch, 


Length 3 in Engliſh N e - 1 9 


Breadth, I. 5 1 5 | 

: Population in 1755, - „„ 2780 
POL OPT —, anno 1791,“ „„ Dj” Y „ 2541 

| Decreaſe, | 8 nts 25 3 55 239 
Average of births, for few years preceding 792, - 53 
eee marringess +. E — „ DH 


Inhabitants 


1 There may be upwards of 20 perſons included in the above number, be- 


longing to this pariſh, and occaſionally reſiding in it, who make a practice of 


going yearly to the ſouth of Scotland to work, during, at leaſt, the fummer and 
autumn. 'Fhere is alſo included in the above enumeration, a diſtrict ſituated in 
the boſom of the pariſh of Rogart, containing 113 ſouls. There is no regiſter of 


| burials kept here, nor would it convey any ſatisfactory information if there 


were, becauſe many families continuę to bury here, though they no longer 
reſide in the pariſn; while others, now reboent here, bury elſewhere, 


+ Alſtract f 9 5 i/ſms and Mat riages, for fre years preceding 1791. 


E SOS Baptiſms. | Marriages. 
I 786 - - *** 0 e 
1787 — - - 1 — * 
1788 — — * 56 8 3 4 10 
7 - - 43 — 6 

2790 - - - 43 — 5 - 16 


9 


bd. e — 


Wöbabitants in . town of Dornoch, Sos Oo 
ans Th the country, — | + i : 1908 
n we diſtri in Rogart, . 113 
Number of families in the town, „ 
I, the country, „ 466 
e 1 — — Rogart diſtrict, R Ts * 

: | — members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, Ws 57 
— e — 0 
—— proprietors refiding, = Fa 


3 
©0 
0 


— " — non-reſid ing, be | 3 


= SherifE-depute and clerk, OG 3 
9 1 1 umber of writers or meſſengers, F 
6 —— of ſchoolmaſter, 8Þ = „ 

830 of farmers above 301. per annum, . 
41 1 —— of ſhopkeepers in the — 5 
=. of ſmitbs — J 1 1 Py 


53 —. 0ͤũßf maſons, —— — - 8 
| * - of houſe carpenters . 


S N n 


5 of poor in the pariſh, about - - 90 
Annual income of the poor. [U. 5 0 © 
5 3 Average of perſons who have n in the parih 

and 1 From other counties . Wy: WS 
3 Number of ploughs, 0 + GE on a Ton 183 
|. Real wann anno 1791, in Sterling 1 money, about L. 140 0 2 


Die and Fael—The diſeaſes moſt oi bes a- 
mong females, ſeem to be fomach and hyſteric complaints; 
and among males, toothachs, colics, rheumatic, and ſciatic 
complaints. All theſe ſeem to ariſe from cold, poor dict, 

Vol. VIII. B 8 comfortleſs. 


+ Viz, Perth, Aberdeen, Murray, Roſs, and Caithneſs. 
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com ofortle s ee and ſeareity of fuel*. The common mode 
of providing for winter firing here, is peculiarly injurious 
to health. During the ſeaſon, in which the poor people 
are employed in carrying it out of the hills, they go to the 
moſs, or ſo far in their way towards it in the evening; lie 
out in the open air all night, and load their horſes in the 
morning. The great diſtance, badneſs of the roads, weak. 


neſs of their horſes, and ſcantineſs of paſture, impoſe. this cru- 


el neceſſity, There is no cart road to the moſs, peat and turf 
being carried by means of an aukward apparatus, on the backs 
of ſmall, half-ſtarved horſes. In one or two diſtricts of the 
pariih, the people begin to ſee the abſurdity of this practice, 


and have actually made ſome attempts towards a better 


within the laſt two years; ; but nothing Us. a x competent road 
has yet been executed. 


| Roads and B ridges Nature has made the public roads hers 


paſſable : they owe little to induſtry or police; the ſtatute 


labour has occaſionally been exacted, but it has not been 
applied with that conſtancy and vigour, which would ren- 


der it efficient. A commutation of it appears to be now in 


contemplation, among the proprietors of this and ſome other 
northern counties. This pariſh is deſtitute of bridges; the 


want of one 1s particularly felt at the river of Evelicks, 


which is often not paſſable in winter. A piece of ground, 


in the vicinity of Dornoch, is ſaid to have been deſtined by 2 


former public ſpirited proprietor, ſor the purpoſe of uphold- 


ing a bridge on this river, and to have been left by him, un- 
der the adminiſtration of the proprietor of a neighbouring eſtate. 
Whether there are ox authentic documents extant, to eſta- 

| bliſk 


* There are nn 3 authenticated nflances of extraordinary longevity 


Some, however, live to the age of 80, and ſome 90 years. 


$5 


ino avowed ſeceders from the eſtabliſhed church; 


of Dornach. 


bliſh this fag, is not known. At preſent, as feld alluded : 
to is held in property, in the ſame manner as the reſt of the 
eſtate, with which it has been ſo long connected; the preſent = 
proprietor having purchaſed the whole, without any reſerva- 
tion, from his predeceſſor. 


11 


. clſraſtical State, There are no ſectaries here, at leaſt 
one man 


only, who is not a native of the pariſh, declines joining in the 


public religious ſervices. The ſtipend is 80 bolls of bear, 


1 and 700 merks Scotch, including communion elements. | The 
0 glebe is conſiderably under the legal ſtandard. The manſe 


was built about 16 years ago, but was never ſubſtantially ex- 
ecuted, or properly finiſhed, and therefore ſtands in need ol 4 
repairs. Three aifles of the ancient cathedral, form the pre- 
ſent church; the fourth has been long in ruins. The church 
has undergone different repairs, and at a conſiderable expence. 
The Counteſs of Sutherland“, is patron. Moſt of the fami- 
Iies, of any diſtinction, connected with the | cairn continue to 


B 2 bury 

S The family burying place f is within the urch. A neat monument has 
been erected over it to the memory of the laſt Earl and Counteſs of Suther- 
Jand, the parents of the preſent Counteſs, who both died in the flower of youth, 
within ten days of each other, at Bath, and were buried in one grave in the 
church at Holyrood-houſe, anno 1766. His Lordſhip had only attained the age 
of 32, and her Ladyſhip that of 26 years. This amiable pair were not leſs en- 
nobled by their ſhining virtues, than by their high rank. Their humane diſ- 


Poſitions and condeſcending manners had greatly endeared them to all orders of 


dociety. No wonder, then, that their untimely death was deeply felt, and uni- 
verſally deplored. The monument bears the following inſcription, berrowes 
rom David's affectionate lamentation over Sau! and Fonathan ; 
1 8 They were lovely and pleaſant 
« in their lives, 
* And, in their death, they were 
& rot divided, 


Ah" Statiſſica! Account 


bury within the church“. In ſome meaſute to remedy this 
nuiſance, the church was lofted ſome years a ago, at the height 
of about ſeven feet from the ground. To this upper ſtory, 
which is the preſent place of worſhip, the aſcent is by ſtairs 
h from without, the open area underneath {till ſerving as a bu- 
: rying ground. Notwithſtanding this improvement, which is 
a conſiderable one, the church is, from its vaſt extent and 
; ſtupendudus height, a very incompetent houſe of worſhip, 
being extremely cold, and beyond the Powers on” an n ordinary 
| voice k. 


C Around the cathedral is the church-yard, without any fence, and in the 


centre of the burgh. It is the market place. 'The county road runs through it. 
| Some years ago, the heritors of the pariſh and magiſtrates of the burgh, enter- 
a ed into a reſolution to prohibit all farther burying there. A piece of ground, 
without the town, was accordingly marked out for that uſe.” A day was fixed, 7 
beyond which no perſon was to be admitted to the old ground, and public i in- 
timations, to that purpoſe, repeatedly made. But the prejudices of the peoplo : 


ene and the 0 was ares. mace 


4 Dornoch was formerly the 61 of the Biſhop of Caithneſs The preciſe time | 
of the erection of the fee is not aſcertained, Andrew, Biſhop of Caithneſs, is 


witneſs to a donation by David I. to the monaſtery of Dunfermline. He was 


biſhop here anne 1150, and is probably the firſt of whom there is any authentic 
account. In the 1222 was conſecrated biſhop here, Gilbert Murray; who, 
while yet a young man, and a canon of the church of Moray, greatly diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf. in behalf of the independence of the Scottiſh church. Attempts had 


been made to bring the clergy of that church, under the juriſdiction of the Arch- 


biſhop of York. T he project was not only patronized by the King of England, 


but favoured by the Pope's legate, who held a convention on the ſubject at 


Northampton, in preſence of the Kings of England apd Scotland, anno 1176. 


Gilbert was one of the inferior clergy, who attended the Scottiſh biſhops cited 
by the legate on this occaſion. After the legate had addreſſed a ſpecch to the 
convention, warmly recommending the meaſure in contemplation, a long ſilence 
enſucd, the biſhops of Scotland being intimidated by the legate's preſence and 
authority. At length, Gilbert Murray aroſe, and'aſſerted the independence of 
his church, in terms of ſuch manly determination, and vigorous eloquence, as at 
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"The poor 8 roll of this th eats, contains. 5 
There is no fund for their warde 
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mes revived the courage of his aflociatek; and extorted the applauſe of his 7 
verſaries; whereupon the legate, apprehending that he had ſpoken the pre- 


vailing ſentiments of his country, broke up the aſſembly. The young orator | 
was, on his return home, univerſally careſſed, and afterwards promoted to the 
ſee of Caithneſs, He built the Cathedral of Dornoch; died at Scrabſter, in 
Caithneſs, where the biſhops had alſo a reſidence in 124 5, and was afterwards 
canonized. A ſtatue of him is ſtill ſhewn in the church here, under the name 
of St. Gilbert; but it is not entire. The laſt biſnop, Andrew Wood, was tranſ- 


lated here from the Iſles, anno 1680; and remained till the Revolution in 1688. 5 


Writers tell us, that Dornoch was alſo the ſeat of one of the monaſteries ofthe Trinity, | 
or Red Friars, otherwiſe called Mathurines, from their houſe at Paris dedicated to 
St. Matpurine. The great profeſſed object of the inſtitution of this order ap- 


pears to have been the redemption of Chriſtian | —_ ; to which purpoſe a 


third part of their revenue is {aid to have been deſtined. © Tertia vers Pars,” 


© reſervetur ad redemptionem captiuorum, qui ſunt incarcerati, 
« pro fide Chriſti, a Paganis.“ Of 13 of theſe, which are ſaid to have ſubſiſted in | 
Scotland at the Reformation, one was at Dornoch, founded! in 1271 by Sir Patrick 
Murray. Not the ſmalleſt veſtige of the building, however, can now be traced; 
the very ſite of it is unknown at this day. The lands belonging to the miniſtry 
of Berwick were given to this place, after that city had fallen into the hands of 
the Engliſh. Here ſtand the ruins cf the biſhop's caſtle, which appears to have 
been a ſtately and ſumptuous edifice. About the year 1567, George Earl of : 
Caithneſs, who claimed wardſhip of Alexander Earl of Sutherland, then a minor, 
had got the perſon of the latter into his poſſeſſion. A tribe of Murrays, inhabit⸗ 
ing this part of the country, who were firmly attached to the noble family of Su- 
therland, and beheld the conduct of Caithneſs with a jealous eye, contrived to get 
the. minor conveyed from Caithneſs, and put under the protection of the Ear! 
of Huntly. Caithneſs in revenge invaded this country, by his ſon John, who | 
inveſted the town and Caſtle of Dornoch, of which the Murrays had poſſeſſcd 
themſelves. Several ſkirmiſhes taok place with various ſucceſs. The Murrays, 
no longer able to maintain the ground they had occupied, retired to the caſtle. 
Upon this the maſter of Caithneſs burnt the town and cathedral; but ſtill the 
beſieged defended themſclves in the caſtle for a month longer. At length, how- 
ever, they were obliged to capitulate, having undertaken to depart out of Su- 
therland within two months, and delivered three hoſtages into the hands of the 


conquerors. The Murrays fulfilled their engagement; yet the hoſtages were 
treachecouſly murdered. 
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but the Sunday collections raiſed in the church, and ſmall 
fines occaſionally ariſing from delinquencies. Theſe collections 
fſcarce amount to 71. Sterling per annum ; and even from 
that, {mall falaries are paid to the ſeſſion-clerk and other pa- 
rochial officers. Hence it is manifeſt, that the poor can derive 
from this ſource but little relief, They therefore colle& their 
ſubſiſtence by wandering | from place to Place, and from pariſh 


to porilh |: ve 


+ Sep eh was crecled into a royal burgh by 4 
charter from Charles I. anno 1628. The council conſiſts of i 
bs + including the provoſt, 4 baities, a dean of guild, and 
treaſurer. By the conſtitution and practice of the burgh, 4 
_ counſellors are annually changed. This is one of five, which 
compoſe what is called the northern diſtrict of burghs. It 
has no landed property, nor any other ſource of revenue, be- 
undes the cuſtoms levied at fix annual fairs held here, and 


which are on the decline, as indeed the place itſelf is in the 


laſt tage of decay. There is no other town or village in the 


pariſh, and this hardly deſerves the name. Tt contains only 


four merchant ſhops, ſuch as they are. Here, and through- 
out the pariſh, there are ſeveral ſhoemakers, taylors, weavers 
and ſmiths, ſcarce one of whom lives by theſe profeſſions. As 
they excel not, lo are e they but eee 9 in them, 
„ns 5 


in the year 178 2, 2 ſevere dearth- was ; experienced here; no lives, hows 


_ ever, were loſt from that cauſe, though many of the poorer ſort endured ex- 


treme hardſhip. The managers for the Counteſs of Sutherland exerted them- 


| ſelves laudably for the ſupply and relief of the people. A great quantity of 


victual was imported into the country by her Ladyſhip's order, and at her 
expence. Some ſupply was alſo obtained from Government. A. benevolent. 
gentleman at Glaſgow, a native of this country, ſent a cargo to be ſold, 


part of it at prime coſt, and part of it to be diſtributed & hon among the 
Poor. 
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"mw 7 being alſo farmers on a Goel ſcale. No concluſion there- 
ns fore could be drawn from an accurate enumeration of them. 
m 43 8 The ſheriff. ſubſtitute and ſheriff-clerk of the county, and a 
| HF meſſenger, alſo reſide in the burgh ; which has likewiſe a poſt- 
office and parochial ſchool. But there 1s no phyſician, ſur- 
you or apothecary in the town or pariſh. 


n popular language 1 the Gaelic; from 
which alſo almoſt all the names of the places are manifeſtly 
derived. In that language, baille ſignifies a town. Hence, 
_ Tor-baille, Kerr-baille, Eun-baille, Sk:a-baille, compounded 
of that word and others, ſignifying, mount, rock, fowl, wing ; 
| anſwering to the figure, ſituation, or other eircumſtances of 
theſe places reſpectively. Some places in the vicinity of 
the cathedral, are denominated from the offices of thoſe who 
formerly held them; as, Croit % *Eſpig, Auchintreaſurich, 

Auchintaunter ; i. e. the bi/bop's, treaſurer's and chanter's 
fields. One place, now modernized into Cyderball, was an- 
ciently, and ſtill is, in the Gaelic, called Sierra. This, ac- 
cording to a Daniſh gentleman, who lately viſited this place, 
ſigniſies in the language of his country, goat whey quarters. 


Caracter.— Petty ſrauds and offences againſt ſociety are 
. prevalent here as well as elſewhere: little diſingenuities, 
pilferings, and wilful encroachments, are alſo committed; but 


2 1 the more daring and atrocious crimes are rarely heard of in 
15 IF this pariſh. The people here, cannot be called induſtrious ; 
but they are tenacious and frugal of what they get. If they 

can but live without much exertion, they are content to live 
ſparingly ; and if they relax of their uſual parſimony at fairs 
and other occaſional meetings, they know how to make a- 
mends by habitual economy and abſtemiouſneſs. Upon the 
whole, they are a quiet, tractable fort of peopie, and under 


1 4 prop ex 
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proper ate kkion and encouragement, might be employed in 
manufactures, with advantage to themſelves and to the coun- 
try. Too numerous for the neceſſary purpoſes of agriculture, 


they have, at preſent, no other object before them, to occupy 
their attention, or to excite their Induſtry. Their ſtature is 
rather above the middle ſize. They are altogether unacquaint- 
ed with the ſea-faring life, nor do they diſcover any great ar- 


dour for the army, yet, when they doenter that ſervice, they 


prove excellent ſoldiers. The fencible corps raiſed at dif- 

' ferent periods, in this country, furniſhed opportunities for af- _ 
certaining this fact. Every place where they have been 
quartered, will bear teſtimony to their good behaviour. They 


have approved themſelves to be regular ſteady men, patient of 


_ diſcipline and ſubordination ; ſober and Ss 2; in their 
conduct, as ſoldiers and as men. oy & 


Propoſed Heron Tink may be comprehended un- 


der a few heads, viz.—the abolition of the partial, oppreſſive, 


and abſurd tax on coals the granting of proper leaſes and o- 


ther liberal conditions from land-holders ;—the introduction of 
manufactures, and the eſtabliſhment of judicious arrangements 
for the employment and ſupport of the poor. Peats and turf 
are carried from ſo great a diſtance, as to occupy the time of 
| thoſe who have horſes for the purpoſe, during a conſiderable 
portion of the ſummer and autumn. This proves a ruinous 
burthen to the tenants. who are obliged, on that account, to 
keep many more horſes than the purpoſes of agriculture re- 


quire; and although the making of roads and the uſe of carts, 
might in a good degree alleviate the evil, the remedy would 


be but partial, eſpecially with regard to thoſe who are ſituat- 
ed fartheſt off from the hills. Of theſe, ſuch as have few 
Horſes, or none, buy their firing at an extravagant rate from 
the others, and ſometimes cannot procure it on any terms. A- 
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together inadequate to their ſupport. 
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ry 7 ikuatatnretn ſettled here, would Rand, in this relpet, in 


the like predicament. The poor, who cannot afford to buy, 
are in a miſerable ſituation. They have to go a great way 
to collect burdens of whins, broom, c.; nor does the dry dung 
that lies ſcattered on the fields eſcape them. To meliorate 
the condition at once of the land and of the tenants, it is evi- 


dent, that ſuch very ſmall poſſeſſions as many of them have, 


ſhould not be permitted to exiſt. In the preſent ſtate of the 
country, they would not furniſh a comfortable ſubſiſtence, if 
they had them for nothing. There are, indeed, ſix large 
There 
are alſo ſome others, of competent ſize, under the firſt men- 


farms in the pariſh, from 30 J. to gol. Sterling, rent. 


tioned ſum : But many ſmall tenants are crowded into one 
poſſeſſion, and others ſettled on ſmall detached portions, al- 
Each of theſe has his 
plough, however poorly provided of cattle; it is but little 
ſervice they are ſit to perform, and that little they cannot do 
from the ſmallneſs of their holdingg. The granting of long leaſes, 
to poor people, in theſe circumſtagces, appears not adviſable, 
becauſe they are not in a ſituation tg avail themſelves of them. 
Previous to leaſes, it would, perhaps, be expedient to pro- 
vide otherwiſe for the ſupernumerary tenants, that the reſt 
might be ſuitably accommodated : the aged ſhould not be diſ- 
turbed, but the younger ſupernumeraries (manufactures being 
firſt introduced) might, ſome of them, be employed in theſe, 
and others in the ſervice of the tenants, Many of the pre- 
Tent tenants would make a good exchange by this ; they 
would, as the hired ſervants of other 3, be better fed and 
clothed than they now are, and would at the ſame time be 
relieved from their preſent ſolicitude, and reſponſibility to the 
landlord. In fact, this is very much the caſe now among the 
ſmall tenants ; the ſervant lodges and fares in every 2 reſpect as 
well as his employer; the former receives his wages, while 
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| the latter is, perhaps, unable to pay his rent, or to furniſh 
_ cattle for his yoke. Hereby, alſo, another difficulty under 
which the country labours, would probably be removed, viz. 
the difficulty of procuring ſervants; This is, in a great mea- 
ſure, owing to the endleſs diviſion and ſubdivifion of farms 
into trifling poſſeſſions, making almoſt every man a maſter, 
An intelligent, aQive, wealthy farmer, from an improved 
country, ſet down here and there, would exhibit an example, 
at once inſtrutive and animating. Such a man, entering. a 
competent farm, with a long leafe and other fuitable encou- 
ragements, would ſhew the people how to live, and how to 
acquire the means of living: Meanwhile, they having their 
poſſeſſions enlarged, and acquiring the ſkill, and adopting the 
practice of ſuch a man, would, as their circumſtances improv- 


ed, build, incloſe, &c. and being firſt taught and enabled, 


would, by and by, afford the proprietor a ſuitable rent. 
With regard to manufactures, the couatry contains a ſufficient 


number of inhabitants, and might furniſh proper materials for 
them. The prices of labour and proviſions are, comparatively 
fpeaking, moderate, though both have advanced conſiderably of 


late years*, Large tracts of ground in the neighbourhood, have 
lately been covered with ſheep. Here 1s a foundation for ths 


woollen manuſacture. The ſail here too, appears very fa- 


vourable to the raifing of flax. Small quantities are raiſed | 
yearly 3 it grows well, but from unſbilful management in 
| 1 watering, 


»The pay of day-labourers can hardly be aſcertained, there being few or 


none of that deſcription here. If they were aſſured of conſtant employment, 
they might, perhaps, be found at 69. per day; occaſionally they demand 8 d. 


and ſometimes Is. In harveſt, women get 5d, Domeſtic men ſervants have 


from 30 8. to 49s, fer ann. of wages, and women ſervants from 20s. to 308. 
and both are on the riſe, Both men and women dreſs in a ſtyle very different 


from what they did 30 ycars ago; woollen ſhirts, which were then generally 


worn by the lower claſs, are laid aſide, and various articles of finexy introducsd 


Wong: bot] ly ſexes. 
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eatering, the want of a mill, ind other difficulties, the profits | 
are extremely precarious, and the whole proceſs is ſo tedious 
and laborious, as now conducted, that little benefit is derived 
from it, To give manufaQures, of any kind, a fair chance 


of Dornoch. 


of ſucceſs here, a company, compoſed of the proprietors of 


land, and profeſional men, ſhould be formed : The latter only : 


dare fit to conduct ſuch bufineſs; and without the protection, 
the influence, and co-operation of the former, they would 


have many obvious and ſerious difficulties to contend with. 
No where can the poor be on a worſe footing than here. The 
principal heritors do not reſide in the pariſh, and therefore 
Wandering from 
one pariſh, and from one county to another, the moſt needy 


are often overlooked from ignorance of their real circumſtan- 


impoſtors and ſturdy beggars 
abuſe the generoſity and credulity of the public. It is to be 
wiſhed that the poor were univerſally confined to their own 
pariſhes; that by aſſeſſments upon heritors, tenants, and o- 
thers, in proportion to their ſeveral intereſts, holdings, and 
circumſtances, a certain proviſfionz, were made for their 
ſubſiſtence; and that employment were furniſhed them, 
fuitable to the meaſures of ſtrength and ability, which they 
may be found to poſſeſs. This laſt ſuggeſts an additional ar- 
gument in favour of manufactures, as thereby the poor, 
at leaſt many of them, would be made to contribute ſome- 
what to their own ſupport, and the public burthens propor- 
tionally alleviated. Upon ſome ſuch plan, the condition of 
the poor would be greatly improved, the public relieved from ; 
inceflant teazing and frequent impoſition, and the burden fair- 
iy divided among all ranks and characters, in place of falling 
chiefly, or ſolely upon the humane and benevolent, and often 
thoſe leaſt able to bear it. 
C2 


ces, while on the other hand, 
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Slatzſtical Account 


NUMBER II. 
PARISH OF ECKFORD. 


| (County of Reibaryh, or ; Medal Prefogices of lan- 
| _ of Mer as and Tiviotdale.) 4 


By the Rev. wntnne paron, A. M. i 


Nome, Situation, and Extent. | 


VE ancient name of this parith, as s appears from a pal. | 


ſage in Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle, was Ack forth *, 


or Aikefortbe. In all modern writings it 15 ſtyled Kekfoord 
and E.ckiord, the original derivation being from the Gaelic or 


Celtic, 


®* In the 13th year of King Henry the VIII. and of James V. of Scotland, 
% Anno Domini 1522, when the Duke of Albany was eſtabliſhed governor gf 
| 00 Scotland, he approached the ſouthern borders with an army of 8000 men, 


<« probably to obſerve the motion of the Enyliſh upon the confines of Scotland, 
% hut made no invaſion into England; while the Marquis of Dorſet, warden of 


© the eaſt and middle marches, entered Tiviotdale with a number of Engliſh 
& forces, burnt all the towns and villages on every ſide as he marched north- 


« ward, and amongſt others Actforth, Grimſlay, Se/sfor the maner, &c. . and 


upon Good Friday following withdrew back into England with his plunder, 
„ amongſt which were 4600 head of cattle,” 


Baker's Chronicle, page 259. Ridpath' s Border Bi Jorg fage 51 5 in tze, notes 


Lord Dacres was next year appointed warden general of the borders of Eng- 
land oppoſite to Scotland. From the above quotation it would appear, that 
Ackforth, now ſtyled Eckford, was at that period a place of ſome I ; 


4 but no other account can be found of its or Pina! ſtate. 
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Side the ancient 550 80 0 of the et Aland The origi- > 


nal names of many places in Scotland are full retained, with 


* alterations, probably introduced by the Dano- Saxon 
ialect. It is faid to ſignify in the Gaelic the Horſe Ford. A 
wy is commonly known to be a ſhallow part of a river pro- 
per for pallage 3 accordingly, at no great diſtance from the 
manſe, there is a very ſafe TOP acrdls the river Tiviot from 


8. to N. 


The extent of the pariſh from N. to 8. is ſix miles and 37 
farlongs i in length, and from E. to W. 4+ miles in breadth. 


It lies in the latitude of $5” 22; and longitude of 109 6' weſt 
of London, according to Mr. Stobie's map of the county, 


publiſhed in 1750; (69+ ſtatute miles to a degree). The form 
is triangular, or nearly approaching to it. It 1s ſeparated by 
Tiviot, oppoſite to the church, from the barony of Ormiſton. 
The water Kail runs through it from S. to N. and is emptied | 
into Tiviot, a little to the eaſt of the church. It is nearly at 
an e diſtance of 4% miles from Jedburgh and Kelſo, 


Soil, Surface, Climate I Dices Upon the banks of 


F the river Tiviot (which runs from weſt to eaſt through the 


county, and empties itſelf into the Tweed at Kelſo), the ſoil 
is generally light loam, rifing in gentle eminences ſouthward, 
It has been originally covered with heath, but by proper cul. 
tivation, is now rendered green and fit for paſture. There 


are no remarkable hills in this diſtri, nor any waſte ds TY 


except Cavertoun Edge, which has been of late chiefly devoted 
to the annual horſe races; although even ſome part of that ſpot 
is in cultivation, Part of Woodend Hill has been lately 


| planted with firs, and within a few years will afford a beau- 


tirul landſcape, The air here is dry and ſalubrious. Seldom 
any epidemical diſeaſes prevail, excepting the ague, which 


| | | viſtta | 
- 4 7 
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viſits this Wann in the ſpring, <a by the moiſt 
exhalations from the fens, and the eaſterly winds from the 
_ Cheviot Hills, at the diſtance of a few miles ſouthward. The 
people are in general healthy; but no inſtances of remarkable 
_ longevity have occurred during "ns e incumbency 25 the pre- = 
ent miniſter. 


| Cultivation and Produce, —A. confiderable change in the 
mode of agriculture has been introduced within theſe few 
years. The Engliſh plough univerſally prevails, and 2 horſes 
inſtead of 4 oxen and 2 horſes are now adopted. Raiſing 
_ _ turnips, with the preparation for that crop, ſuperſedes ſummer 
fallowing entirely. They ſucceed remarkably well in a dry 
and light ſoil through the whole country. Oats and barley 
are the grains moſt commonly ſown. Wheat, however, is 
no more frequent than formerly, after fallow, turnips and 
; potatoes; which laſt is much and juſtly encouraged for family 

| uſe, as well as for horſes, cattle and ſwine. Peaſe, by many 
_ judicious farmers, is not conſidered as a profitable crop, fince 
broad clover and rye-graſs have been introduced; but they 
are continued to be ſown in ſmaller quantities, to mix with 
barley, for the bread of labouring people and cottagers of all 
deſcriptions. The raiſing of hemp is dropt here; but that of 
Unt is continued, although not in ſuch quantities as formerly, 

both for family uſe and the public market. It is ſold on an 
average at 11 5. or 12 8. per ſtone . An early kind of oats 

was, 


That which grew at the Weſter Moſs was in the higheſt reputation, for the 
' bluiſh caſt which it acquired, from the quality of that ſtagnated water in which 
it was ſteeped. It ſold at about 15 s. or 16 8. the ſtone. But ſince that moſs 
Was drained (for the purpoſe of digging a ſeam of marle found there), it has loſt 
that peculiar colour which enhanced its value. Stceping lint in running water 
is ſound prejudicial to flax, deſtructive to fiſh in rivers, and otherwiſe a great 


nuiſance, and — is under very ſevere prolubitions by the | rg 4 
Peace. | 
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ras, in 1976, introduced by Mr. James Church, tenant in 
| Moſs-tower, on part of the Duke of Buccleugh's eſtate in : 
| this pariſh, He raiſed them from 60 grains of Poliſh oats, 

which he obtained from a friend, and planted in a corner of 


one of his fields about the x4th of June that year. Their 


produce turned out very conſiderable. They have been ſown 


on his farm every year fince without degenerating. The ſoil 
inclines to gravel or light loam ; and by experience they are 


found to anſwer beſt on dry land in good heart. They ripen | 
dy a month earlier than common oats, although ſown at the 
fame time and upon the ſame ground. They muſt be cut 

down ſooner, and not allowed to continue growing until per- 
lectly ripe, as they are more eafily ſhaken than any other 
: grain. They commonly yield between 11 and 12 ſtone of 


meal to the boll of oats, which in this country is 5 Fulls or 


flirlots for oats and barley, and 4 firlots for wheat, rye, and 
peaſe; ſo that upon weighing a boll of theſe oats (including 
the weight of the ſack), the whole amounted to 28 ſtone by 
the Kelſo ſtandard. The reputation of theſe oats has increaſed 
ſo rapidly, that they are now generally ſown in this country, 
as well as through moſt other parts of Scotland, ſeveral parts 
of England, and they have even found their way acroſs the 


Atlantic to America. The grain of- every ſort commonly 


ſown here, is ſufficient for the conſumption of the inhabitants, 


Quantities are ſold by ſample in the weekly markets of Kelſo 


and Jedburgh, at the prices then current. * Horſes have of 


late 


Pheat is ſown in September, and more frequently in October; rye much 
about the lame time; oats in March and beginning of April; peaſe about the 
middle of that month; barley from the middle of April to the middle of May; 
turtups from the beginning of June to the middle of July; harveſt commences, 
in favourable ſceſons, about the end of Auguſt, and generally through the 
mouth of September. The prices of grain and proviſions vary according to cir- 
eumſtances and the ſtate of the preceding crops; wheat, at an average, ſells 

— - 
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late years advanced in price, eſpecially ſuch as are fit for hut. 
bandry and carting. Black cattle are generally of a good 
fize, being bred from large Engliſh bulls. Although there are 
not any ſtock farms, properly ſo. denominated, in the parilh, 
particular attention has been paid to the breed of ſheep within 
theſe few years. Their wool is much ſiner, and conſequently 
is riſing 1 in price, which is from 15 8. to 16s, at an average 
per ſtone. There are 16 lb. of 24 oz. to the pound in the 
5 ſtone. The ſale has been very quick, aud the demand ſtill con- 
tinues. The inclofing of land with hedge and ditch is now 
prevalent, and meets the inclination of the farmer, who finds 
N his profit and convenience 3 They allow their land- 


lords 


at 308. the boll uſed in this country; barley from 15 8. to 18 s.; oats 158. 


peaſe and rye at 16s, The demand from other places frequently makes a con- 


ſderable alteration in the market. Oatmeal is always fold by the ſtone weight, 
the ſame as butcher meat, the medium price about Is. 6d. 16 ſtones to a boll; 


beef uſually 33 d. the pound; veal, mutton, and lamb, at 3 d.; pork 4d.; geeſe 


5 Is. 6d, ſtript of their fcathers and ready for uſe; ducks and hens 8 d; turkeys 25, 


6d; all at an average. The wages paid to domeſtic Tervants have increaſed much 
fince the improvements in agriculture took place; a man receives annually 71. 
and a woman 505. with maintenance; day labourers 8d.; women 6d.; wright, 
10d.; maſons Is. in ſummer, and 10d. in winter; taylors 8d.; turnip hoers and 


hay makers, 8d.; a man for harveſt work 1s., and a woman 9 d., with their 


diet. Hinds, who provide their own diet, are allowed a free houſe, graſs for 5 
their cow in ſummer, and fodder during winter and ſpring, 8 bolls of oats for 
meal, 2 bolls of barley, 1 boll of peaſe ſor family bread, and 1 firlot of potatoes 


planted. Every cottager pays the rent of the houſe by harveſt labour, has a 
ſmall ſpot of ground adjoining to the habitation, ſor furniſhing cabbage and 
pot-herbs, ſome potatoes planted in the field, lint ſown, and ſometimes potatoes 
or barley, as far as their dung covers the ſurface. Theſe cottagers, with their 


families, are eagerly defired by the farmers, ready at a call upon every emer- 


gency, employment being given to their children from the age of 8 or 10 years 


and upwards, according to their reſpective abilities. Since the cultivation of 
turnips became ſo univerſal, theſe cottages are valued at one guinea rent through 
the year: The family are provided with turf brought home by their maſler. 


Theſe houſcs are never leit unoccupied, alt]: ough reared at the cxpence of ths 
ſarmer, | 
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lords intereſt for ſuch ſums of money as may be neceſſary for 
incloſing. Every farm has ſeveral upon it, generally in a 


thriving condition. The rent is from 108. to 205. per acre, 


The numbers of tenants has of late years diminiſhed by the 
union of ſeveral ſmall poſſeſſions into one. But to carry on 
the buſineſs in theſe large farms, a greater number of ſervants 
is required; fo that this has not had ſo much influence in de- 
populating the pariſh as might have been expected. Accord- 
Ing to the report of the moſt judicious farmers, one half of 
their land is laid ont in tillage, one fourth in turnips, and the 
_ reſt in paſture. Such fields as are ſown with red or broad | 
_ clover, and rye-graſs, for hay, continue in that ſtate for « one 


year, and then are e plowed for other crops. 


| Manure. —Two ſeams of WY deeply impregnated with 


| ſhells, were opened, about the year 1777, at Ecktord Weſter 
Moſs, upon the Duke of Buccleugh's eſtate, the upper one 


of about 8 feet thick, covered with 9 feet of moſs; the ſeam 


below it 7 feet at an average, ſeparated from the other with a 


ſtratum of clay of 4 feet, without any other intermixture. 
The marl is found to fait a light foil, when well ſpread 


on the furi*ce, in proportion of 60 or yo bolls to the 
_ Engliſh acre: a ſtrong loam requires a larger quantity. 


All green crops, ſuch as peaſe, graſs, clover, &c. receive be- 
nefit from it; and when ſpread on paſture ground, in the be- 
ginning of winter, and allowed to mellow by frofl, it proves 


of very great advantage to the enſuing crop. The meaſure. 


for the boll 1s a cube, containing 8 cubic ſeet: it is ſold to 
the Duke's tenants for 3 d., and to others for 4 d.; at the diſ- 
tance of 3 miles for 2; d.; at 5 miles, and all above that, for 2 d. 
the boll. Its excellent quality increaſes the demand for it 
fully gratifies the moſt ſanguine expectations of the farmer 
and imprever of land. Lime is alſo much uſed, and with 
great advantage, although tranſported trom N orthumberland, 
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at che diſtance of aide of 20 ale A quarry of lime. 
ſtone has lately been wrought at about half that diſtance, 
The experiment has not as yet been ſo extenſive as fully to 
aſcertain its excellence for the purpoſe of huſbandry, The 
_ Proprietor (by its demand) has been encouraged to erect a 
draw kiln; and as it ſeems to increaſe, ar her kiln is mor L 
RY to be built next . 3 | 
Proprietors and Reve—Propeny has not undergone any 
conſiderable change of late in this diſtrict, excepting Marle- 
field, purchaſed by the W of Tweeddale from William 
| Niſbet of Dirleton, along with the eſtate of Grubbet, 
There are 8 heritors all: Ouly one reſides conſtantly, and 
another occaſionally during part of the ſummer ſeaſon. The 
valued rent of the diſtrict by the commiſſioners of ſupply, 
anno 114, is 111 30 1. 1388. 4d. Scotch, | 18 preſent real 
rent is 3699 l. 45 8. I d. Nterlinge | Ee 


Church. —The preſent 3 built about the year 
1662. It was completely repaired and new ſeated in 1774 
and 1775, and is now rendered exceedingly convenient. Ihe 
manſe was rebuilt in 1775, and is equally commodious. The 
offices have been lately repaired. The glebe is rather ſmall, 
even including the paſture ground. Water for the family 
uſe is tranſported from the river Tiviot in a water carriage, 
there being no ſpring in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
houſe. Of late, pump wells have been dug in the villages of 
Eckford, Weſter Moſs, and Moſs Tower, and ſome other : 
places, which ſupply the inhabitants plentifully with that ne- 
ceſſary article. The living conſiſts of 35 bolls 3 firlots 1 
_ peck and 2 lippies of barley (of the meaſure commonly uſed 
in this county, viz. 5 firlots to the boll); 23 bolls and 4 ſtones 
of oatmeal (16 ſtones to the boll); $21. 18 8. 74% d. Sterling, 
in money; 51. for communion elements; ; 421b. of cheeſe, 

| from 
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from a farm in the pariſh, of vicarage tithes, paid regularly 
every year, not having been commuted ; with a piece of 
muirland for the exclufive right of turf, which the miniſter 


generally occupies yearly, at the diſtance of above a mile, 
Buy the late additional expence of living, the preſent incum- : 
bent found it neceſſary to commence a proceſs of augmenta- 
tion of ſtipend before the Lords Commiſſioners for plantation 
of kirks and valuation of te nds. Having met with no oppo- 
ſition therein from his heritors, a decreet of modification was 
pronounced; but as the proceſs is not quite finiſhed, the a- 
mount of the augmentation cannot as yet be aſcertained, 
The King is patron. Eckford, from ancient records, ſeems to 
have been A vicarage dependeat upon tae * of Jedworth, 5 
: ee called * | 


Sod There are no o parochial fads, or mortified money 


for the poor. Their maintenance ariſes from aſſeſſments every 


half year, at what is called a pariſh meeting for that purpoſe; 
the one half upon the heritors according to their valued rent, 


and the other half upon their tenants according to their preſent 


rents, reſpectively. The ſum aſſeſſed is levied by a collector 
appointed for that purpoſe, who is allowed ſome gratuity for 


making the caſt, and levying the money. It is put into the 


hands of overſeers for the poor, who diſtribute it to thoſe per- 


ſons admitted upon the roll of penſioners, according to the 
weekly allowance paid, which varies in proportion to the riſe 


and fall of grain. Perſons claiming this charity, muſt have 
reſided in the pariſh for 3 years, without interruption, before 
the application is made; and they are required to ſubſcribe a 
bond or deed of conveyance, bequeathing their effects to the 
heritors at their deceaſe, as a check to prevent concealed pro- 
perty, or alienating this charity, and to hinder the interfer- 
ence of relations in that event. Theſe effects are ſeldom ex- 
acted, and | therefore turn out of ſmall account to the pariſh. 
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The fonctals of ſuch perſons are awe 809580 to bs de- 

frayed by the meeting. When diſeaſe or misfortune attacks 
any perſon, as during the high price of oatmeal in 1782, and 
Proper application is made to the meeting for charity, what ig 


0 _ called an interim ſupply is granted. There are no begging 


Poor in this diſtrict. The weekly collections in the church, 
which are but ſmall, are alſo applied to alleviate the wants of 
the moſt needy as they oceur. The number of paupers at 


nt inrolment was 7 


Schovt. —There is a aublic ſchoo?, bl and dwelling houſe for 
accommodating the ſchoolmaſter, kept in repair by the heri- 
tors; the falary was lately augmented, and is at preſent 
81. 65. 8d. yearly. He has a ſmall piece of ground incloſed 
for a garden, contiguous to the houſe : his other emoluments 
are, 30 s. for collecting poor's rates yearly, ſchool-fees 
for Engliſh, I's. 3 1 . 6 d. for writing, 2 8. 6d; for arithmetic, 
per quarter each; for regiſtration of each baptiſm, 4 d.; pro- 
clamation of a marriage, 15. ; extract of a teſtimonial for a 
ſingle perſon, 4 d.; for a family, 6 d.; as clerk to the kirk 
| ſeſſion, 105, yearly ; beſides ſome caſual articles. The num- 
ber of ſcholars is from 40 to 50 at an average; but as the 
{ſchool is not centrical, being towards the weſtern limits of the 
pariſh, ſome infirm perſons are generally employed to teach 
young children at a diſtance (in Caverton and Ceſsford) the 
Engliſh language, and the elementary principles of religion 
from the catechiſm. They are furniſhed with a houſe gratis 
from the farmers, and ſatisfied for their pains with what 
the parents can afford. : 

Fuel —The fuel commonly uſed in families is coals, which 
are brought from a diſtance of about 29 miles, and ſome from 
Northumberland. Although in ſome parts of the county there 
is the appearance of ſmall ſeams, none of the trials hitherto 
made have ſucceeded, nor is it probable they will, without con- 
ſiderable 
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 fiderable expenc6 and perſeverance. The common people 


make uſe of turf, broom and furze; but theſe two laſt have 


| become ſcarce, through cultivation of the land that formerly 
produced them. Peats are not plentiful, there being no moſſes 

but in places where the marl is got; and this being nearly 

exhauſted, the poorer inhabitants mult ſuffer conſiderably very 

ſoon by the want of this article: and indeed the diftance from 
coal is one great reaſon that manufactures have not been 

eſtabliſhed in this country, though wool is in great abundance, 

and the neceſſaries of life 830 be obtained for the 2 Jo 
h at moderate rates. 


Population. —The population in 2956 was about 890 ſouls 


above the age of 8. It has often varied according to circum- 
ſtances. An accurate ſtate of baptiſms cannot be obtained, 
as diſſenters from the eſtabliſhment ſeldom order the names 
of their children to be engroſſed; and the regiſter of births, 


marriages. and burials is not regularly kept, as the pariſn 


_ clerk has no allowance for that purpoſe. The dues to govern- 


ment for theſe are paid on the firſt of October yearly : of theſe 


| he preſerves a memorandum, and afterwards enters them on 
the records, accordiug to which the annexed abſtract“ will 
furniſh ſome idea of the population for ten years paſt. 


wy 
"OM Aiftratt of Boptiſms, Marriage and Deatbe, during the laft ten Neur. 
f BAPTISMS, MAR. BURIALS. | | 
Years. Males. Fem. Total. | | Males.| Fem.\ Total. 
1781 | 14 | 11 25 V 
2782 10 10 20 4 11 1 8 
1783 10 171 17 5 1 
1784 '$- 12 17 | 9 OS SS +4 8: 
„ 3 3 
.'$7$6- |..2& 16 5 4 2 6 
r 44 31 9 
1788 | 10 31 137 10 17 
1289 4 9 | 10 44-4 8 
1790 6 8 | 14 7 TT Te 
Total, | _88 | 81 { x69 | 69 44 | 46 | 90 
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 Statiflical Table of the Par; 5 ef Eckford.. 


Length in Engliſh miles, = 1 - 8 
J e „% „ off 
Population i in 1755, — e e 1083 
— anno 1791, V 2 952 
r CC op” 
A of births, for ten years preceding 1797, nearly = 17 
of deaths, for ditto, „ . —9 
—— of marriages, LEES neatly « 49 
Number of males, nM Ko ee: 106 
— — females, - _ 7 We 516 
—— males under 10 years of age, e ö 
— — females, under ditto, | DE TR „ 6% 
- mines, . 1 
—— houſes inhabited e 1 8 412 
; — — members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 17342 
—— — Seceders and Relievers, 5 416 
— proprietors reſiding, 3 8 2 
r ,, 
—c cdlergymen, ED oo 7h 
—— eſtabliſhed ſchoolmaſters, Ws - 
_ — farmers, + M ' + - 98 Ee 
. Keepers of alehouſes, . „ Uo 
——— ſmiths maſons, wrights, Se. 5 - 4 
"hab — mitters;: = - * 5 Prey by 
15 ſervants, — 55 106 
— poor, — . 
Valued rent in Scotch money, [L. $1,130 13 4 
Real rent in Sterling, - „ 3099 4 1 


Roads, Bridges, Rivers, &c.— There is a turnpike road 
from Carliſle to Berwick upon Tweed, Newcaſtle, &c. made 


22 the expence of che county, through the pariſh, but Kept in 
repair 
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repair by the tolls. State Iabour; by. a late at of parlia- 

ment, is commuted at the rate of 75. 6 d. Sterling, for 
every 100 1. Scotch of valued rent. Theſe roads are found AY 
to be of eſſential ſervice for promoting ſpeedy communication 


in an inland country. There is an old bridge of one arch over 


Kail Water, at the Mill of Eckford ; the parapet walls are 
gone. It is ſaid to have been built by the money ariſing from 

vacant ſtipends about the Revolution. There is another over 

the ſame water, near its conflux with the river Tiviot, built 

at the expence of the county, on the great turnpike road. 


The fiſh in theſe rivers are trout and ſalmon. The trout in 7 


Kail are preferable to thoſe in the Tiviot: The ſalmon come 
| up the Tiviot at all ſeaſons, but in greater numbers in the 


months of September and October, for the purpole of ſpawning. 
The gentlemen of the county have it in agitation to form a 
canal from Berwick to Ancrum Bridge, up the Tweed, and 
to croſs the Tiviot. A ſubſcription tor defraying the expence 


of a ſurvey, to be taken by Mr. Whitworth, was lately ſet on 


foot, and the ſurvey taken accordingly from Ancrum Bridge, 


and eaſtward, in the neighbourhood of this place. The com- 


mittee appointed for conducting the canal, having abridged 
the former plan, appointed Mr. Whitworth to ſurvey and 


give in an eſtimate of their laſt plan, which was reported to 


the meeting of the Michaelmas Head Court on the 14th of 


Occober laſt, of which they approved, and appointed the ſame 


committee to circulate ſubſcription papers, towards raiſing che 


neceſſary fund, for carrying the work into execution. 


| Earn: 1 William 8 of Grubbet, was born ; 


and refided at Marlefield, in this pariſh, the greater part of 


his life. He was a gentleman of conſiderable genius and 
learning. It is reported that he afforded affiſtance to the late 
Allan Ramfay, in compoſing the paſtoral comedy of the Gen- 
3 ns tle 
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tle Shepherd, and in ſome other poetical productions of thoſe 
times. He was very jullly reſpected for integrity and bene- 
volence ; and indeed the whole family are ſaid to have been 


remarkable for hoſpitality and public ſpirit., Their remains 
lie interred in an aiſle, adjoining to the church of Eckford, on 
the north fide of it, with this inſcription over the door :— 


Hoc monumentum ſibi et ſuis bene merentibus, ponendum curavit 


Dominus Gulielmus Bennet, Eques Auratus, Anno Salutis 


Antiquities On the ſouth of the preſent village of Ceſs- 
ford, the remains of the ancient caſtle of that name “, ate yet 


to be ſeen. No date is diſcernible to fix the period of its erec · 
tion; but from thoſe parts of the walls yet entire, it appears 
to have been a Place of conferable rength, both from the 


thickneſs 


* The firſt proprietor of this caſtle, mentioned in hiſtory, wh Andrew Kerr, 
who obtained the title of Baron of Ceſsford, and got a charter of confirmation 
from Archibald Earl Douglas, thercafter ſtiled Duke of Turenne, Douglas and 
Longueville. This charter is dated anno 1446; and in the reign of Queen Eli- 


- 2abeth and James VI. of Scotland, anne 1570, the laird of Ceſsford was made : 


warden of the Scottiſh middle marches *; it became afterwards one of the titles 
of the noble family of Roxburgh, which it {till continues to be. Such was the ſi- 
tuation of Scotland before the acceſſion of James VI. to the throne of England, 


that every Baron's houſe was more or leſs fortified, according to the power and 


conſequence of its lord, or ſituation of his caſtle, Thoſe eſpecially, at a diſtance 


from the ſeat of government, and therefore not under the awe of the law, when 


the predatory ſyſtem prevailed, found it neceſſary for their habitatzons, and pla- 


ces of reſidence, to be better defended againſt the incurſions of the neighbouring 
plunderers. Ceſsford caſtle, therefore, being only at the diſtance of 4 or 5 miles 


from the Engliſh confines, was neceſſarily rendered a place of ſecurity ; and ac- 
cording t tradition. there was a ſubterraneous vault for concealing both perſons 
and goods within its walls, to which acceſs was only got by one aperture, which 
was opened or ſhut as ſeemed neceſſary by a large ſtone with an iron ring in it. 
This ſtone and ring have been ſeen by ſome perſons {till alive; but the entrance 
to the peel or dungeon is now chocked up with rubbiſh, 


v Redpath's 1:iflory, p. 635. 
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thickneſs of the wats ( which are I2 ; at an ra the 55 


veſtiges of the battlements on the top, the embraſſeurs on the 
ſides, and the remains of a ſurrounding moat, which was pro- 


bably furniſhed with water from a ſpring above the preſent 
farm houſe. The roof is entirely gone. The area within 


the walls, diſcernible, is 39 feet in length, and 20 in breadth; the : 


entry to it was probably from the N. E. About 7 or 8 years ago, 
in digging for ſtones on the farm of Hoſpital- land, belonging to 
the Duke of Roxburgh, the labourers diſcovered a tumulus, 5 
in the bottom of which were found two earthen pots; the one 
about 3 feet deep, and 18 wide; the other rather ſmaller; 
both containing blackiſh duſt, and ſmall fragments of human 
bones: Upon expoſure to the external air, theſe veſſels tum- 
bled down and could not be preſerved u. There have alſo 
been found filver coins of Queen Mary, in good preſervation, 
near the ſhepherd's houſe in Eaſter Wooden, where ſome 


faint veſtiges of a tower, it is ſaid, have been traced. Part of > 
the walls of a ſtrong building were to be ſeen ſeveral years 
ago at Moſs Tower +, ſo denominated from its ancient ſitua- 


Z & LO 


* Near the fite of the ſcaffolding 0d 00 Caverton Edge, fp viewing the | 


annual horſe races, and at a gravel pit on the road between Caverton and Kelſo, 
there was found a copper veſſel, of about 6 inches diameter, encloſing an exca- 
vated wooden ball ; and in both theſe laſt mentioned places, fimilar parcels of 


black duſt and fragments of bones were found. In digging for ſtones in Wood- 
en Hill, in the eſtate of the Duke of Buccleugh, to form an incloſure for a plan- 
tation of firs, two or three veſſels of earthen ſubſtance, of about a foot deep, 


were got, containing ſimilar duſt, and fragmencs, ſuppoſed to be of children by 


their ſizeiz and about 4 years ago, in the field called the Dales, near the village 


of Eckford, a ſtone coffin, (or ſquare ſtones erected, and covered with another 


large one) was ſeen, containing bones of a large ſize, | 


+ From a paſſage in the Border Hiſtory, S it appears, that the Earl of Suſſex, 
anno 15 70, with an Engliſh army, burnt and razed this tower, belonging to the 
Laird 
5 Redpath's Hiſtory, page 635. 
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tion 3 in a marſh: theſe walls are ſince pulled down. There 
was a chapel i in ſormer times towards the eaſt of the village 
of Caverton, but no veſtige remains. A ſmall church-yard is 
ſtill occupied in ſepulture by ſome families in the pariſh, (and 
probably by ſome others), whoſe anceſtors had privilege there; 
and a ſpring in the adjacent field, north of the church-yard, 
bears the deſignation of the Holy Well, or Prieft's Well, A- 
bout a quarter of a mile ſouth from the family houſe of the 


3 . ... wy fo ———— FO rr 
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late Mr. Hall of Haugh-head, ſituated on the banks of the Kail, 
there is an eminence, ſeemingly artificial, called Haugh-head 


| Kipp (the adjacent fields being level), of a circular form. Tt 


had formerly been planted round with firs, ſome few of 
which are ſtill remaining: Youu the top of it a plain flat 
e | None 


Taird of Buccleugh, and till part of his Grace's eſtate in this diſtrict. It ha | 
| ported to have been occupied by Hephurn Lord Bothwell ; but no inſcription or 
monumental information can be traced to confirm this tradition. The incum- 
bent has ſeen a medal of the Empreſs Fauſtina, that was taken from the heart 


of a peat found at Moſs Tower. It was about the ſize of a half crown; the 


letters and inſcription were very diſtin, In Weſter Moſs of Eckford, nuts, 
roots, and pieces of large oak, and other trees, have been dug up; alſo ſome 
horns of the red deer, very large, and the ſkull of a biſon.— Since writing the 
above, the incumbent viſited and inſpected a place, vulgarly called the Black 


Dite, which, by its elevation above the contiguous plowed field, cannot fail of 
attracting obſervation. It is on a riſing ground, about half a mile from Kail 
water, and to the eaſt thereof. This tumulus meaſured 27 feet over; at its 
weſtern extremity, Where it appeared to have been dug for a ſmall ſpace, from 
ſide to ſide 33 feet. Its whole length is 342 feet; and at the eaſtern extremity 
it is 42 feet over. It lies in a direct line E. and W. The materials of which 
it is compoſed, ſo far as can be obſerved, are fine looſe mould, intermixed with 
large ſtones, covered over with heath, although there is none in its immediate 
vicinity. This tumulus, or barrow, is reported to have been a place of ſepul- 


ture in troubleſome times; but no human bones have as yet been dug up. In 
the year 1349, during the reign of Edward the III. of England, and David 
FBruc: of Scotland, when the Scotch invaded the Engliſh borders, 5000 of their 


army dropt down dead of the plague, having caught the infection, which at 
that time raged through the realm of England; but whether their bodies were 
there interred is uncertain, 


| © of Echford: . 35 a 


ſtone of an ell ſquare, bears an inſcription, commemorative of 
ſome rencounter the proprietor had, with thoſe who had taken _ 
violent poſſeſſion of his eſtate, and were plowing his fields. 


The inſcription, ſo far as | could be taken down on the — bs. | 


as nene vn. 


N Holy Hall boldly maintain 4 his Hoke, ! 
Gainſt Reef * plain force armed with lawles might; 3 
For Tuenty Pleughs harnes'd in all their Gear, 
Could not his valient nobl Heart make Fear 3: 

But with his ſword he cut the formoſt Soam, 

In two, Hence drove both Pleughs and _ 

| hoe ajS rags home. „„ 1620. 1 


This perhaps may allude to what 33 in the reign of | 


James I. of England, when uniformity of religion was pro- 
jected for both kingdoms, and, the Common Prayer Book be- | 
1ng intended to be introduced into Scotland, occalioned no 


imall diſturbance for a conſiderable time, 
Chara@Ger.—The people are in general evoncinical, ſober, 
induſtrious, and contented with their fituations in life; main- 


tain ſociety amongſt themſelves, and with their neighbours ; 


are hoſpitable to ſtrangers who accidentally come amongſt 
them ; and are endowed with a liberal ſpirit to relieve the di- 
ſtreſſes, and alleviate the miſeries of their fellow creatures 


upon every emergency, according to their abilities. The only 
means of meliorating their condition, is by a prudent and per- 


ſevering attention to what they can perform; and, if the pro- 
jected canal, from Berwick up the river Tweed, and part of 


Tiviot, take place, coals and lime, with foreign commodities, 


will be obtained at an eaſier rate, and the produce of this 


country exported conveniently ; which would be a fortunate 


circumſtance, not only to this diſtrict, but to the whole coun- 
ty. 5 | : 

E A Miſcellaniqus 
5 This word is much defaced, | 
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MM. 1 Operetten At the diſtance of a few yards 


| from Ceſsford Caſtle, and to the N. W. of the veſtige of the 
' Moat, there ſtands a venerable aſh tree, called the Crow Tree, 


expanding . its branches, and covering a eonfiderable ſurface 


with its ſhade, which, though very old, ſeems as yet in a 
| healthy ſtate. It meaſures at the baſe 27 feet 8 inches round 
the girth; at 6 feet upwards, 15 feet; and at the clift where 


the branches (which are thick and ſtrong) diverge and ſpread, 
14 feet 6 inches; ſo that its diameter, at an average, to the 


_ elift, is 5 feet, and is ſuppoſed to contain 300 feet of wood. 
This tree is of great antiquity, and has been often viſited and 


admired by the curious. — There are 3 corn mills in the diſ- 
trict, two of them on the Kail, the other on the Tiviot; one 


of theſe was lately rebuilt, and the machinery properly adapted 
for grinding oats, barley and wheat, and for making pot barley. 


— There is a ſaw mill at Marlefield, on the Kail Water, where 


the plantation of firs, fit for dales, paling and other purpoſes, 
are prepared, and meet with ready ſale. There is alſo a fulling 
mill on the ſame river.—In June laſt, a neſt of thoſe carnivor- 


ous birds, uſually called Hooded crows, was diſcovered by a 


ſhepherd on the banks of Kail. There were two young ones 


in it; one of which was entirely white, By ſome inattention 


it died; and its remains (lately in the incumbent's poſſeſſion), 


were tranſmitted to a certain virtuoſo in Edinburgh, for pre- 
ſervation in his muſæum, where it may be ſeen. There are two 


quarries of good free ſtone, one of them at preſent not occu- 


pied ; and a ſort of grey {late taken from the bed of Kail, 
now diſuſed, being apt to flice, and at any rate found too 


"7 for roofing. 
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PARISH oF GIGHA AND CARA. 
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| By * Rove Mr. WILLIAM FRASER. 


Origin of the Names, - 


TN an beben or an expedition of Haco King of — | 
way into Scotland, it is mentioned, that on his way 


to Kintyre, he touched at Gubey (now Gigha), where one | 


of the prieſts, in his train, died, and was buried with 
great pomp; and that ſome friars of 2 certain order at- 
tended the funeral with a pall. Gudey, or Gud- ay, is inter- 
preted © the Iſland of God.” In the Gaelic language theſe 
words, the Iſland of Gigha,” are written Eilean Ghia, and 
p God's 1/iand is written, in Gaelic, 
Eilean Dhia, and pronounced, as above, EZilean Na. Now 
as both 45, and gh, in this language, ſound like the con- 
ſonant y in Engliſh, people, without attending to the mean- 


ing, might take the inflected caſe, Dhia, as if it were Ghia, 


of which the nominative is Gia, as Dia is the nominative of 
the other word. This change might alſo have proceeded from 
religious conſiderations. Though men named, or pointed out, 


| certain places as belonging to the Deity, they never called ſuch 


places directly by his name. Thus Zilean Dhia, or God's 
Hand, might with propriety be applied to a particular iſland 


| conſecrated to the Supreme Being; but it would be reckoned | 


both 
5 
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: both abſurd and i impious to call it Dia, 5 7. e. | God, Therefore 
ſuch people, while they endeavour to keep the analogy of 


ſound, avoided, by the change of a ſingle letter, the charge 


ok abſurdity and profanatien. As to the letters gh, now 
_ thrown into the middle of the word (Gigha), it is only done 

in imitation of a particular provincial ſound, by which ſome 
8 3 it Giga. The origin of Cara i is unknown. 


Situation and Eatest.— This ith, confine of ns Mend 


Gigha and Cara, forms a part of the ſouthern diſtrict of Ar- 

_ gyllſhire, called Kintyre, from which it is divided by a chan- 
nel 34 miles broad. It lies along the weſt coaſt of that diſ- 
trict, extending nearly from N. E. to S. W. The iſland of 
Sina is about 7 Engliſh miles in length, and 21 in breadth, 
Proprietors, Mr. M*Neill of Gigha, Mr. M Neill of Galla- 
choillie, and Mr. Stevenſon of Airdglamie. South of Gigha, 

at the diſtance of 14 mile, lies the iſland of Cara, which is 
near 1 mile long, and + mile broad. Both iſlands are low, 


having few hills, and thoſe hardly ſo high as the arable land 
on the oppoſite coaſt of Kintyre. In both, the ſoil is mn 


- WR 7 * and the air lalubrious. 2 


Gies. 
Appearance, Soil, and Coaſt —The eaſt fide and both ends 


of Gigha, are for the moſt part arable. The weft ſide and 
middle, hilly, but mixed with arable land. The ſoil in ge· 
neral is a rich loam, with a mixture, in ſome places, of ſand, 
| moſs or clay. The ſhore, on the weſt fide, is high, rocky 
and bold, except near both ends, where there are breakers at 


ſome diſtance from the land. On the eaſt fide there are ſeve- 
ral points jutting into the ſea, with a few ſunk rocks, which 


render the navigation in ſome degree dangerous to ſtran- 


gers, eſpecially at night; In day-light the breakers over 
; the 


the funk paths d are viſible. 
bays and creeks, where ſmall veſſels can be ſafely moored. In 


1 Gigha and Cara. 5 
Berween theſe points, are ſeveral 


the bay of Airdmeé'aniſh, at the head of which is the church, 


there is good holding ground in 5 and 7 fathom water. Be- 


tween Gigha and Cara lies Gigulum, a ſmall uninhabited 


illand, with a range of breakers and large rocks running 8. W. 


In the ſound between this iſland and Gigha, there is a good 
anchoring place for large veſſels, which may be conveniently | 
moored on the Gigulum fide, by means of iron rings fixed in 
the rock. The entrance from the weſt is between the above 
mentioned range of rocks and the iſland of Gigha, ang! from 
the eaſt between Gigulum and 105 gha. 


Der. Sea Ware, Kelp, 4 Ne" de runs nos; but 
there is no remarkable current near the coaſt : nor is it eaſy to 
aſcertain at what rate of knots it runs, being a kind of eddy, 


that ſtrikes off from the rapid current, which runs between 


the Mull of Kintyre and the Sound of Ilay. It ſeldom riſes 
above 54 or 6 feet; and that only with a north wind, or in 
calm water. With a ſouth wind, there i is hardly a foot of dif- 
ference between high and low water. This i is attended with 
diſadvantages in repairing, loading and unloading large veſſels. 


It alſo prevents the manufacturing of kelp to any great ex- 


tent; 7 tones, at an average, being the greateſt quantity 
made in a ſeaſon *. There is, however, ſuch abundance of 
ſea ware thrown aſhore in ſtormy weather, as ſufficiently 
ſerves the inhabitants for the purpoſe of manuring their 
ground. Though ſhell ſand abounds in ſeveral parts of the 
Uland, it is never uſed as a manure, being attended with 
| more. 


Sea ware has not hitherto been cut annually, but at the end of every 3 
years, By getting ſo much time to grow, the quantity of =2 may be about. 
2I tons at oy cutting“ of the ſea ware. 
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more trouble than 1 ware, and having failed the only time 
it was tried, owing to a miſtake in the quantity laid on, and 
the nature of the ſoil on which it was put. To people who 
are tenacious of old cuſtoms, and averſe to deviate from the 
Practice of their anceſtors, the want of ſucceſs in ſuch a caſe, 
is a more powerful argument againſt it, than any thing that 


can be advanced in its favour: Therefore it is in vain to 


maintain, that this valuable kind of manure is preferable to 
7 wrack, or more permanent in its effects. There are ine xhauſtible 
| banks of another kind of ſand, which is uſed in making win- 
dow glaſs. It is white, very fine, and, when cloſely exa- 
| mined, the particles have a pellucid appearance. Specimens 
ol the glaſs were ſent to the proprietor, from the glaſs work at 
Dumbarton, where, in the courſe of three years, they got 
above 609 tons of this ſand, The colour of the glaſs i is 
- e | 
Fiſh and Fi EI Bank, —Shell fim are found in great a- 
bundance. They are of a large ſize and excellent quality, 
conſiſting of lobſters, crabs, cockles, and razor fiſh (common- 
ly called ſpout fiſh. About two leagues north of Gigha, 
there is a fiſhing bank lying, N. E. and S. W., near 4 leagues 
in length. From the beginning of February to the end of 
March, the N. E, end of this bank is frequented by fine 
grey cod, weighing, when caught, from 6 to 16 Ib. each; 
beſides ſome ling, large haddocks, and a great number of 
| ſcate and dog fiſh, From March till May the S. W. end is 
frequented by excellent red cod. This bank had been negle&ed 
for 20 years, till Mr. M*Neill of Gigha, in 1788, fitted out 
1 boat by way of trial. In 1789, 2 boats were employed, 
and every year fince, from 5 to 8. But their ſucceſs has, by 
no mezns, been ſuch as to encourage the people to perſevere; 
l partly to the want of large ſailing boats, which would 
enable 


of Giga and Gs. „ 


enable 4 to ſet and raiſe their long lines | in i the. month of 
March, which is always ſtormy, by reaſon of the eaſt wind, 


that ſets in periodically at that ſeaſon. Another cauſe is, the 


| preſent duty on alt, which is ſo high, and all the regulation 


reſpecting it ſo numerous and complex, that, till a change be 
made in this branch of the revenue, it is impoſſible to carry 
on the white flilhing, in ſuch a manner as to become extenſive- 
55 uſeful, to thoſe whoſe local ſituation is moſt favourable for 
The other fiſh taken on this coaſt, are ſoal, N mac- 
Vos. VIII. MF. 3 Karel, | 


There was a great fiſhing on this bank Weg but it had been * 
for upwards of 20 years, till Mr. M*Neill of Gigha came to the iſla: id in 1788, 
when c boat and 4 men were employed by way of trial. In 1789, 2 boats and 


8 men were employed: during theſe two years they had little ſueceſs. In 


ſpring 1790, ; boats were fitted out with 4 men in each, beſides four addition- | 
al men for ſalting and curing. By their induſtry, 4000 fiſh were ſent to mar- 
ket. In ſpring 1791, 8 boats, with the ſame proportion of men, were em 
ployed; and about the ſame number of fiſh, as the preceding year, were ſent to 
market. A man who had the charge of Mr. M. Neill's eſtate, purchaſed the 
fiſh at 4d. each cod; but, having uſed debenture ſalt the firſt year, was obl'ged 


to export the fiſh to Ireland, where, after trying different markets, he was at 


laſt under the neceſſity of ſelling the whole at half the price he had paid, be- | 
fides other expences. The ſecond year, in order to avoid ſuch inconveniences, 


he purchaſed ſmall ſalt which paid duty in Scotland, and entitled him to dif- 


poſe of his fiſh for home conſumpt. This args. he ſold at n at the a- 


verage price of 6d. each fiſh. 


The method of fiſhing the cod is as follows: rbey: are hes with a long 
line, 700 fathoms in length, havipg from 400 to 500 large white tinned hooks, 


The bait uſed is the fiſh of a large white wilk, called Buckie, or Dog - wwili, which 


is found on a different bank from that whereon the cod is caught. At the 
beginning of the fiſhing, a dog is killed and ſinged, and the fleſh, after rotting a 


little, is cut in ſmall pieces and put into cree/s or beſkets, made of hazel wands, 


for the purpoſe. Theſe crecls are ſunk by means of ſtones thrown into them, 
The fleſh of the dog, in its putrid ſtate, is (aid to attract the wilk, which crawls 
up round the ſides of the baſket, and getting in at the top, cannot get out a- 
gain, owing to the ſhape of it, which is ſomething like that of the wire mouſe | 


trap, Alter the firſt day's fiſhing, the heads and entrails of the cod, with ſcate, 


and 


4 : Stat Mica Account 


—karel, deaths enddies, rock fiſh (er ſea a perch), girnet and 
| flounder, ET ws I 


oy 19 


and dog -B, are put into the G which are viſited every day, he wilks tak- 
en out, and freſh bait of 85 — — "ou in, there Wen no more occaſion for 
dog' s fleſh. e 

The other fiſh . on the coaſt of Gigha, are whe, tt wk 6, 
(or ſea perch) ſeath, and cuddie, All theſe frequent ſunk rocks near the ſhore, 
and are taken with a ſtout fiſhing-rod, hair line, and a hook, mounted with 
either a goofe or fea gull's white feather, ſometimes with a fmall piece 
of almed white leather. The cudiic (or young ſcath), is taken with 2 
| fmall rod and line, having a ſmall hook (or a pin bended in the form of 

à hook , mounted with a feather as above. They are fiſhed from the rocks a- 
long the ſhore. Ar certain times of the year, the cuddie is taken with the fiſh 
of the black ſmall wilk, par boiled. The cuddie is taken either with the fly or 
bait all the year. Every perſon fiſhes for himſelf on the rocks, only the whole 
party join in pounding the bait, and cafting it into the fea, in order to collect a 
greater number of the fiſh, As ſoon as the pounded bait is thrown in, theſe 
beautiful ſmall fiſh make their appearance in great numbers, darting at once 
from all directions like the radii of a circle Lythe, & are only killed from 
May to November. Every boat has 4 men, and each boat catches from 60 to 
2co ſeaths in an evening. Rock fiſh, or ſea perch, are often taken in creels, which 
are funk in deep water near the ſhore. There are alſo flounders and eels, but 
| my are ſeldom caught. 

At an average, there are annually a bo of the inhabitants 1 in 
the herring fiſhing, from June till January; all their wages are laid out in pur- 
_ chaſing clothes and other neceſſaries for themſelves. Maſt of them being un- 
marricd, they live all ſpring with their parents or friends, which hurts the intereſt 
of both parties; as, ſrom the habits they acquire on board, they are not muck 
inclined to work hard aſhore, This inconvenience is increaſed, in proportion as 

the fiſhing is ſucceſsſul ; for, when there is a good fifhing (as they are paid by 

the month), their wages will be lefs, and the period of their inactivity prolong- 

ed. For inſtance, if a veſſel makes her cargo in a month or ſix weeks, ſhe im- 
- mediately returns home, and the hand, are diſcharged, without any pr=ſpe& of 
more employment that ſeaſon, Hence the propriety of giving a ſmall bounty 
to the hands employed in killing the herring, according to the number of bar- 
yels, and.the time in which they were taken at leaſt, ſomething ſhould be 
done to make up the difference of their wages, when the fiſhing is ſucceſsful. 
And if the ſame were extended to the cod- fiſhing, it would be attended with ve- 
ry happy effects. In this caſe, all thoſe perſons might be uſefully employed 
tom the beginning of February, to the next herring fiſhin g in june. 
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| Roads 10 Ferry. From the harbour of Gigulum four; 


, - ae is an excellent line of carriage road, finiſhed half-way 
to the north end of the iſland, which will foon be completed the 
whole length, to the great convetiience of the inhabitants, who 


are now beginning to uſe carts, of which there are already ſix 
in the ifland. The ſtatute labour for making roads is converted 
into money at the rate of 1s. 6d., or 25. for each perſon 
annually. Beſides this fand, there i- a ſhill ng in the pound, va« 


lued rent, payable over the whole con'ty, 


by an a& of Parlia- 


ment paſſed in 1774; but the money thus raiſed, goes to the 


great lines of road (particularly ſpecified in that act) on the 


main land; and as thefe are ſtill incomplete, nothing of the 
money exigible by the act of Parliament, can be applied to o- 


ther places; conſequently the road in Gigha has been carried 


on at the expence of the principal proprietor. Between : 
Gigha and the oppoſite coaſt of Kin:yre, there is a regular 
ferry and two boats, one in the iſſand, and one on the main 
land. The difadvantage attending this ferry, is, the want of 
4 quay on the Kintyre fide, which is ſo much expoſed to 
the ſtor, that in winter it is not eaſy to ſave a boat, 
otherwiſe than by drawing her up. To this may be added 
another inconvenience, the want of a proper houſe to accom- 
modate people who wait at the ferry. Both theſe inconveni- 
encies might be removed at a ſmall expence, and, if removed, 


that expence would ſoon be refunded. 


It is with regret it 


mult be obferved, that ſuch inattention to public convenience 
has been, and ſtill is, too frequent in the Highlands. 


Houſes and Duarries,—Within theſe | 


F 2 


4 years, two new 
public houſes, each conſiſting of two ſtoreys and garrets, and 
a malt Kiln and grarary, all with ſlated roofs, have been built, 
beſides repairs and offices about the old manſe, which the 
principal proprietor occupies as a temporary manſion houſe, 
the 


#1 


4% Staniflical Account 


the late incumbent not taking it as a legal manſe. There 


were alſo built two ſtore-houſes, one at each harbour, a brew. 
houſe, and 14 other houſes. Excluſive of the church, there 
are in all x ſlated houſes, 4 of which are inhabited. Round the 
whole iſland, along the ſhore, there are excellent flag quarries, 
af a gray and bluiſh colour, which can be eaſily dreſſed, and 
make good pavement, floors, or hearth ſtones. Neither lime 
nor free tone, at leaſt of good quality, have been diſcovered, 
but there is abundance of whin and a ſtone, fit for ic viding 
handſome houſcs, 


Put. The 8 fuel here is peats, which are _fo ſcarce, 
that the proprietors are under the neceſſity of allowing the in- 


; habitants to cut away the ſurface of paſture, and even meadow 
grounds. In many places the rocks have been ſcalped, ſo as 


to make the fight very diſagreeable to the eye, heſides the un- 


toward conſequences to the proprietors, who loſe a great part 


of very good paſture land. This diſadvantage muſt always 


increaſe, until ſome plan is adopted to enable the people to 


purchaſe coals, which an equalizing duty at the pit would ef- 
fectuate. The preſent duty upon that neceſſary article, 


which is generally thought to be as unproductive to the re- 


venue, as it is grievous to the ſubject, is ſo univerſally repro- 
bated, that it is aſtoniſhing how it is kept up ſo long. What- 


ever might haye been the reaſon for adopting ſuch a plan of 


taxation at firſt, it muſt now be conſidered as both abſurd and 
oppreſſive ; to tax people who, beſides the original price of 


the coals, are obliged to hire veſſels at a great expence to car- 
ry them home, while thoſe who are near the coal works and 


free from ſuch additional expence, pay no duty at all, is par- 
tial in che extreme. If conſidered in a political view, it will 
appear no leſs abſurd; it is an eſſectual bar to the introduc- 
tion of manufactures into the Highlands, (to the want cf 
wel 


ng 


the Weſtern Iſles of Scotland, is the want of wood. 
convenience, however, may, by due attention, be removed in 


mon purpoſes of building and farming utenſils “. 
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whe. are owing. the Inks emigrations that take placo 


from that part of the kingdom) and conſequently it prevents 
a number of veſſels from being employed in that trade, which, 
in time of peace, would be a means of ſupporting many fami- 


lies, and, in caſe of war, a ſource of increaſing. the number 
of thoſe brave men, to whoſe intrepidity and courage Great 


Britain owes her conſequence as a maritime e and her 
proſperity 5 as a coinmercial nation. 5 | 

Mood. e e hes. in common with all 
This in- 


this iſland, for it ſeems to have been once well flocked with 
trees. Several oak trunks are dug up in the moſſes, and ſome 
houſe timber, the natural growth of the iſland, ſtill remains, 


Many of the inhabitants remember a good orchard, which 
produced excellent apples; and the place i 15 ſtin marked by 2 


plane tree, the only one Jeft of fix that were there i in ſpring 
laſt. About 60 years ago, ſome aſh trees were planted, and 
a few of them likewiſe remain, ſufficiently large for the come 


_ Farms 


It is a common opinion, that wood will not thrive in the Weſtern ſes of 


Scorland. This opinion is ill founded and contradicted by facts. Even in the 


imaller ifles there 2855 been plenty of trees once, as appears from the trunks 
which are ſtill found in their moſſes. Hence there is good reaſon to believe, 


that they would ſtill grow, would proprietors perſevere in making experiments, | 


beginning on a ſmall ſcale, and, by degrees, enlarging their plan as they ſound 
it become ſucceſsful. As to the larger iſlands, there are undeniable proofs, that 
they formerly abounded with wood; and chat the want of it now, is not owing 
to any thing unfavourable in the foil, climate or ſituation, but wholly to the 


a negligence of the inhabitants. For, beſides the large trees, that are yearly 
found in their moſſes, there are fine ſprouts of oak, aſh, and other wood, grow- 
ing in the vallies, or upon the ſneltered ſides of the hills, which, in winter, are 


neglected and allowed to be eaten r by the cattle, Were ſuch places incloſed, 
and 


* . Stari 0 — 


Turm and Tarlefurer The nutaber of farms in Gighs i. is | 
i 5. TP pay from 301. to 100 l. rent euch. All theſe, 


N n 


185 nd cob hikes to e there would be a (gmt deal of woed in a few : 
_ years, with very little expence, 

The advantages reſulting from ſuch Improvements in other FO are uni- 
|  verfally acknowledged: Much more ſenſibly would they be felt in remote 
illands, where at preſent there is not the ſmalleſt twig growing, and where, 
therefore, the poorer ſort of inhabitants are obliged to expoſe themſelves, in 
trifling open boats, to the hazard of a long and dangerous navigation, in order 
to purchaſe, at a dear rate, what, by proper attention, might be raiſed within 
the iſland. On theſe occaſions, they endeavour to make the moſt of their 
voyage, by overloading their boats; and, as this kind of cargo does not ſtow 
well, there is always too much top weight, which is often attended with fatal 
conſequenees; inftances of which could be fpecified. This conſideration alone 
| ſhould excite proprietors, to adopt every rational plan, for introducing into theſe 
| Mands an article ſo much wanted, to render the ſituati n of the inhabitants 
comtortable, and, indeed, the only thing wanting to render theſc iſlands among 
the moſt delightful places in the kingdom to viſit, or retire to in the ſummer. 
Nature furniſhed this article in great abundance formerly, and ſtill offers 
to produce it, would people but avail themfelves of her bounty, by ſeconding 
her efforts. Beſides the great advantage of raiſing trees for domeſtic uſes, and 
the alteration it would make on theſe iſlands in point of beauty, it would be at- 
tended with other good effects. By increaſing the degree of warmth, it would 
quicken vegetation ; it would alſo ſcreen the fields from blaſting winds ; ſave 
the corn from ſhaking ; and, in the winter time, afford ſhelter for cattle. 

On places directly expoſed to the ſtorms of the Atlantic ocean, it is pro- 
bable that every attempt to raiſe trees will prove abortive. But in places ſhel- 
tered from thoſe ftorms, they will certainly grow, if care be taken to preſerve 
them from cattle, and to prevent people from deſtroying them. Inſtead of one 
large plantation, ſeveral ſmall clumps might be tried; and where they were 

found to thrive, more might be planted ; where they did not, the loſs and ex- 
| Pence would be leſs felt. Various kings of trees ſhould be tried, and different 
experiments made; ſuch as raiſing them from the ſced, thinning them as they 
grew up, and tranſplanting thoſe thus raiſed at different ages, and into different 
ſoils. Where the ground is marſhy, or ſo much gxpoſed that trees will not 
come to perſection, it might be rendered very valuable by raiſing ſallows, for 

which there is always a und for n hoops, creels and baſkets; ; andcould 
| more 
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except 4, are poſſeſſed by two or more tenants, who, inſtead 


of occupying each farm in common as formerly, are now be- 


i ginning not only to divide them from one another by march 


dikes, but alſo to ſubdivide each farm, ſo that every tenant 


may have his own ſhare marked out and incloſed. This gives 
them a true idea of property, promotes emulation, begets a 
2 ſpirit of improvement, and ſtimulates to induſtry and exertion. 5 

Though averſe to ſuch a change at firſt, they now begin to 

acknowledge the benefit of it; and the proprietor, who had 

| ſome trouble, before he could perſuade them to adopt this 


plan, has the ſatisf.Aion to find, that thoſe who have tried it, 


are ſenfible of its advantages, and mending in their circum- | 
| ſtances. —Diviſion of farms naturally leads to incloſe them; 
and this, beſides the advantage of ſecuring property, occaſions 
"Þ degree of ſhelter and warmth, much wanted in iſlands, where 


generally the arable land lies along the ſhore, and is much 


expoſed to the ſtorm. The old practice of raiſing earthen 


fences, (which beſides the perpetual expence and labour of re- 


Pairs, are moſt pane to the ſoil), is gradually going into = 


_ Uluſe 


more be raiſed than ſufficient to ſerve the inhabitants, the overplus might be fold 


to advantage, among the vellcls that —_— * theſe Ae in the fiſh» 
| mg ſeaſons. 


If after repeated trials, f in low inands, which are much e it be founck 


; that trees will not grow, would it be an extravagant plan, to make one or more 
mall incloſures with a ſtone and lime wall, which might be raiſed annually in 
Proportion to the growth of the trees, to the height, at laßt, of 20 or 3o feet? 


Proprietors of ſuch iſlands, who have handſome fortunes, and reſide on their 


own properties, might, it is preſumed, lay cut a little moncy yearly on ſuch a 


plan, without being conſidered in the light of projectors. If © the growth of 
* two blades of graſs, where only one grew before, renders a man more 
* uſtful to his country than the whole race of politicians put together, 
how much greater ſervice docs he perform, who, by his attention and public 
ſpirit, raiſes a ſew trees in thoſe iflands, There not ene is now to be ſeen? 
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diſuſe, and in a ſhort time will be totally aboliſhed. In order 
to effectuate this, and to introduce the method of building 
ſtone fences, men have been brought from other countries, to 

carry on this uſeful improvement. Since the year 1788, be. 
ſides drains , ditches and hedges, about 1600 falls of dry 
None wall have been built: and the lame work 1 is full going 
on with Front ſpirit. | 


"Cultivation and bree This begin lowing about the 


xſt of February, and work. with 4 horſes in a plough. The 
: principal proprietor, however, works with only 2 horſes, a 
method which is now becoming general 1n ſeveral parts of 
the county f. There are 24 ploughs in the iſland, of which 
2 are of the low country kind ; the reſt aukward and heavy, 


Their harrows are all wooden, and generally take 2 horſes to 


drag each of them. The teeth (or wooden pins), which wear 
fait, muſt be made long. in order to be driven through to 
Ns the waſte; ; fo that one is at a loſs to know which! is 


the 


* Great additions may be made to the arable and paſture ground, by 3 


and by blaſting and clearing away ſtones; and pains are taken, both by example 
and advice, to make the inhabitants ſenſible of the advantages ariſing from this 
kind of improvement. Upon the whole, all the improvements which have been 


carried on lince the year 1788, and which have colt upwards of 2000 l. Sterling, 
have contributed greatly to the intereſt of both the proprictor and the tenants, 


+ The barbarous practice of working with four horſes abreaſt, which {ti'l pre- 


Lvalls in ſome parts of the Highlands, is ſaid. n ver to have obtained here. But 
another practice, no leſs bar barous, is ſometimes uſcd, though not ſo common as 
in other places, that is, tying the harrow to the horſe's tail. This is often done 

to ſave the expence and trouble of harneſs, and ſometimes to tame young horſes, 


AS they term it, which, indeed, it does with a vengeance, For the honour of 


\ Human nature, as well as from a regard to the ſafety and eaſe of that noble ani- 
mal, to which we are ſo much indebted ſor a great ſhare of the pleaſures and 


conveniences of life, it were to be wiſhcd that other proprietors would form 3 
reſolution, as is now the caſe in Gigha, to put an effectual ſtop to ſuch roch. 
* A merciſul man hath compaſhon on his beaſt,” „ 
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the right fide; nor indeed does it make any great difference 

as to the effect produced, which fide is uſed. Though they 
neither pulverize the ground nor cover the grain, the people 

prefer them to 1ron-pinned harrows, and maintain, that were 
they to uſe this latter kind, they could never raiſe a good 
crop. Such are the effects of ignorance and prejudice, two 
powerful enemies to improvement in the Highlands of Scot- 
land“. The produce of the iſland, conſiſting of oats, barley and 
potatoes, 15 more than ſufficient for the maintenance of the 
inbabitants f. All kitchen ſtuffs may be raiſed in great a- 
bundance and perfection, the ſoil being good, and neither 


moles nor any continuance of froſt to eounteract the exertions 


of the gardener. A good quantity of flax is raiſed yearly, 


which is ſpun and ſold in yarn, at 28. the - ona Till late- 


%% . 


SJ * They begin ſowing the latter end of March, and finiſh their barley ſeed 


about the beginning of June. Barley harveſt commences the latter end of 
Auguſt; that of oats near the middle of September ; and the whole is finiſhed 


about the latter end of October. As there is no intenſe froſt of any continu- 


ance, and as the greater part of the arable land is dry, they might begin to 
plough and ſow much earlier, and conſequently their harveſt would commence 


| ſooner. They are at great pains in cleaning their ſeed corn, and preparing 


their barley ground, which they plough thrice. They have derived great ad- 
vantage of Jate from foreign corn ſeed and bear, which. was introduced by the 
Proprietor, : 


+ The Gigha boll is equal to 20 pecks Linlithgow. meaſure. Laſt crop ſold 
at 148. the boll of oats; I 1. 28. the boll of barley; 18s. 8 d. the boll of meal 


(10 ſtone weight); 8 8. the boll of potatoes, meaſuring 4 barrels heaped. of 
the barley, 250 bolls (Linlithgow meaſure) are diſtilled in the iſland ; and about 
160 bolls, of the ſame meaſure, ſent to Campbeltown and other places: Of 


potatoes about Too barrels are ſent out of the country : Of the meal there 
will be about 120 bolls bought up ſrom the tenants by the proprietor, for the 
uſe of his workmen. Aquavitz ſells at 145. the gallon 3 a ſtone of cheeſe, 
24 lb., coſts 5 8.; a ſtone of Rutter 10 8. 
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ly, there was no hay made in the 14 and indeed there i is 
hardly any yet, except what the proprietor makes: but as 

the people now ſee, by the great returns he has had, the be- 

 _nefit of incloſures, the 1mprovement of Towing * ſeeds 
15 likely ſoon to follow. 


| Black Cattle and Horſes —The iſland of Gigha was for- 


merly divided into 30 merks land, to eachof which 14 cows 


and 4 horſes were allowed: The ſame proportion to the iſland 


of Cara, conſiſting of 1 merk land. According to this me- 
thod of calculation, the number is eaſily aſcertained. 


„ M.L. Cows. Cows. © ML. Hor. Hor. 
Sigha, - 30 & 14 4320 5 — 3 Mie 
Cara, . 1X 14 14 Cara, _ * 4 


— + —— 


Cons! in che pariſh, 4 34 Horſesi in the pariſh, = 124 


The preſent number, however, of black cattle and horſes far 
exceeds this calculation. The black cattle may be reckoned 
at leaſt + more. Some fat cows are commonly ſent to market 
in the 8 of winter, and draw from 31. 15 8. to 5 
guineas each. The number of black cattle, ſmall and large, 
fold annually, will be about 120. Milk cows ſell at 4 J. and 
5 J.; lean cows, in May, draw from 2 l. 10 8. to 3 J.; heifers 
from 11. 108. to 21. 12 8. 6 d.; ſtirks, or year- olds, from 
16 8. to 1 l. 18. Horſes are 2 at 3 I. 10 8. and 9 l., ac- 
cording to their age and fize. The number of horſes annual. 
ly bought muſt be very ſmall. As ſome are yearly ſold out 


of the iſland, it is probable that the number reared 15 ſuffi 
cient for the place, 


Sheep and Swine,—The farms in Gigha are rather confined 
for ſheep; and as the common tenants cannot keep them ſe- 
parate 
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| parate from other cattle, they are to ſell them of it being | 


found, that when they are not kept by themſelves, they dege- 


nerate, and prevent the improvement of black cattle; a thing 


too much neglected formerly in this place. But by this plan, 


it is not intended to baniſh this uſeful animal from the iſland 


As there are ſome points of land, forming ſo 


keep a certain number of a good kind for the convenience of 
mutten, and the 1mprovement of the finer kind of wool. At 


preſent the ſmall highland kind of mutton ſells at 7 8. 8 d. i 


lamb at 2 8. 6 d. or 3 8.—A good many ſwine are reared ; but 

the damage they do among the paſture ground is greater than 

any advantage they bring. Till ſach time, therefore, as a 
proper method of confining and feeding them can be adopted, 
it were better to baniſh them altogether, which the proprietor | 
means to do, unleſs they are kept in a hog fence. They are 
ſold at from 16s. to x1. 45, A pig coſts from 1 8. 6 d. to = 
„a, nne 8 


Mild Animals, Poultry, &c Ahe only deſtruQtive animal 
is 2 ſmall ſpecies of wild cat, which ſeldom comes near the 
farm houſes, but keeps near the ſhore and among cairns, where 
it kills rabbits, of which there are many in the iiland. Rats 
and mice are ſometimes troubleſome. The amphibious ani- 
mals are ſeals and otters, but not very numerous. —There be- 
ing no foxes, polecats, weaſels, &c. poultry of all kinds are 
re-red in great plenty. A gooſe {ells at 1 8. 6 d.; a good hen 
at 6d.; a chicken at 3 d.; and a dozen of eggs at 2d. In 
winter the iſland is viſited by the ſwan and woodcock ; 
in ſummer by the ſwallow, corncraik (or cornrail), and cuckoo. 
The other birds frequenting it are, wild geeſe, ducks, and all 
the ſpecies of ſea fowl common on the weſt coaſt : Pigeons, 
plovers, 1 rayens, hooded crows, ſtarlings, ſparraw hawks, and 

(+ 3-: ack 
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Jack-daws are very | numerous. Of the laſt there are they 
kinds; one with a dark blue head, all the reſt dach; che 
1 with red feet, bn the N and. head black. 


: Waters The ahh 1 Wich lakes wor: rivers in 
Gigha, it abounds with excellent water, every farm having 
one or more ſpring wells in it. On the weft fide of the iſtand, 
two good mills are ſupplied, all winter and ſpring, with 
water collected into a pond | from ſpring wells; but in 
ſummer, the pond 1s made dry. for the purpoſe of cutting 
peats.— There is a tradition that the country was once nearly 
de populated by a plague, all the people dying except thoſe of 
one farm, called 4rdacha*, or High Field, where there is a 
| ſpring of water, to the virtue of which was attributed their 
| ſafety. The water of this well is ſtill reckoned very ſalu- 
- brious, though i it has nothing peculiar 3 in taite or colour . 
| | Cave. 


# [t would be unpardonable on this ſubje& not to mention the Well of Tas 
bat, called Tobar-rath Bhuathaig, i. e. the lucky well of Beathag ; a well famous 
for having the command of the wind. It is ſituated at the foot of a hill front- 
ing the N. E. near an iſthmus called Tarbat. Six feet above where the water 
guſhes out, there is a heap of ſtones, which forms a cover to the ſacred ſount, 
Whien a perſon wiſhed for a fair wind, either to leave the iſland, or to bring 
home his abſent friends, this part was opened with great ſolemnity, the ſtones 
| carefully removed, and the well cle aned with a wooden diſh or clam ſhell. This 
being done, the water was ſeveral times thrown in the direction (or art), from 
which the wiſhed for wind was to blow, and this action accompanied with a cer- 
tain form of words, which the perſon repeated every time he threw the water. 
When the ceremeny was over, the well was again carefully ſhut up to prevent 
fatal conſequences; it being firmly believed, thar, were the place leſt open, it 
would occaſion a ſtorm, which would overwhelm the whole iſland. I his cere- 
mony of cleaning the well, as it is called, is now ſeldom or never performed; 
though ſtill there are two old women, of the names Galbrcath and Graham, 
who are ſaid to have the ſecret, but who have cauſe to lament the Heli of the 
| aye, as they derive little emolument from their profeſſion. 
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MN. B. One of the men, who wrought « at Carn Ban, ſays; that; 
being ſummer time, there was an intolerable ſtench, on 
opening theſe graves, which obliged them to drink ſpirits, 
and keep always on the wind ward fide; and that, when 

| they omitted theſe precautions, they had violent headachs: 
| That the infide of the coffins were covered with a black 

kind of duſt, whence iſſued the offenſive ſmell : But that 
they never ſuſpected it had been a burying” place, till they _ 
found the bones and urns. Tie whole caira was full of 


coffins, ſome large and ſome. ſmall. On the bottom of the ; 


_ coffin opened by Mr. WILLIAM FRASER, there was a ſtratum 
of dark duſt, about 3 or 4 inches deep; and the fides and 
cover were of the fame colour; but there was no offenſive _ 
| Imell, the weather being froſty when it was opened. 


| EXPLANATION of the Parr, fronting page 33. 


Fre. I. 


Section of Uaicy Muon, near * ARDOCKAD, | in Groth. Fer 


page 5 5 


Fr. n. 
 Haxoro ROCKS at the entrance of bauen Mon. 


Fic. UI. | | 
SeQtion of baten v * N cor auan. Jos page 5 3. 


F. 16. IV. 
| Seftion of Stocnp AN by M. See Page 54. 


N. B. Theſe ſeQions 3 53 hens the ape or figure 


of the places; but the proportions cannot be exact, for want 
of compaſſes and other inſtruments. 


Fro, V. 
Section of Soc ANTSURANNAN. See the note, page 54. 


Fig, VI. 


_ Cann Bax. See page 53, and the firſt note, page 56. 
. Coffin, where the bones are covered. 


2. Coffin, opened * 2. 1792, and cloſed again. No- 


thing found in it. 
3. 4. Open coffins, the covers being broken by the people. 


In theſe the urns were found. 
5. Small coffins, 
6. A flag, but no coffin. 


N. B. 
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Caves — There are ſeveral caves: The moſt remarkable are : 
two on the welt fide of the iſland near the farm of Ardacha?.. 
One of them, called Uaigh Mhor, or the Large Cave, was ori- 
ginally 190 feet long. At preſent there is only a part of it 
covered, but ſo filled up with earth and ſtones that it is dif- 


ficult to get into it. This part is 86 feet long, and the reſt 


(which is 104), forms a grand entrance to it, by a hanging 
rock on the north ſide, 70 feet high, and by another riſing 
parallel to it, on the ſouth fide, equally high *,—At'a, fmall | 
diſtance ſouth of this, is Uaigh-na'n Colaman, or Pigeon? 
Cave, (from theſe birds neſtling there). It is about 0 feet 
long, 30 broad, and 40 high. The end, which, like the other 
cave, is narrow and dark, 1s adorned with a beautiful coating . 
of ſpar, which runs down along the fide in large veins, and 


ſometimes in perpendicular tubes. The water which oozes 


through this ſubſtance, and which forms drops of different 
magnitudes, according. to the pores and diameters. of the dif- 
ferent veins and tubes, has a beautiful appearance with candle 
light. Here are ſome plants reckoned uſeful in certain com- 
plaints; particularly cueam- na-muc-fia, i. e. wild boar's gar- 
lic, which 1 is uſed in tomach complaints. Its leaf is beau- 
tiful and long, hanging down from the fide of the cave. On 


the 4th of January, when theſe caves, were examined, vege- 


tation was ſo ſtrong, that the different plants appeared perfect- 


ly freſh and vigorous. —At the ſouth end of the iſland, there 


is a ſubterraneous paſſage 133 feet long, into which the ſea 
About the middle there 1s an aperture 8 feet long and 


2 broad Near the end there is another, 20 feet long and 4 


broad. Round this aperture are large pieces of rock; one of | 
which having fallen in, and being jammed. between the ſides, 
divides it into two, and forms a convenient reſting place tor 


taking 


See the plate. 
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taking the depth of the chaſm, which is here 22 feet, bs the 
middle 32, and at the mouth about 40. When there is a ſurf, 
a perpetual miſt iſſues from theſe apertures, accompanied with 


n tremendous noiſe, which is occaſioned by the rolling of large 
ſtones, or fragments of the rock that have fallen in, and are 
_ ronſtantly kept in motion by the agitation of the water. In 
time of a weſterly ſtorm, being expoſed to the great ſwells 
from the Atlantic ocean, the ſea ruſhes in with ſuch violence 

as to diſcharge itſelf through theſe openings with a thunder. 
ing noiſe, rifing to an immenſe height, in the form of inter- 


mitting jetts. Hence its name Sloc'-an-Leim, or Squirting 


Cave, literally Jumping Pit. The month of this cave is only 


to be ſeen at low water; and the channel leading to 1t ex- 


| tends more than 70 feet ; lo that the whole horas 18 | upwards 
of 200 feet . 8 


Cairns 15 Hill.. Within a few yards of ; Sloc-an-Leim 


there is a rock, detached from the reft, 36 feet high, 46 long, 
and 34 broad on the top; it was ſurrounded with a dry ſtone- 
wall, and is called Carn Leim, from its vicinity to the chaſm 
already mentioned. The country people fay it was a beacon 
for directing veſſels into the harbour of Gigulum ſound. A- 


bout the centre of the iſland is Dun wp or Keefie's Hill 
which 


North ſrom this at a ſmall diſtance is another ſubterrangous paſſage, called 
Slac-an- Tſbhrannan (pronounced $1ck-an=tranan , i. e. Snoring Pit, from che kind 


ol noile it makes. It is about 46 icet long, and the channel which leads to it 


more than 40. At the end there is a very ſmall opening (not half an inch 
wide), about which there is a quantity of water always lodged. The condenſed 
air below is forced up by every ſwell through the ſmall opening, and occaſions 
that bubbling nviſe in the water, which has occaſioned the name. At the mouth 
of this chaſm, where the channel is 17 feet deep, there is a large picce of rock 
lyivg acroſs, which occaſions a jett here, and the ſmall perforation at the end 
ſquirts alſo in time of ſtorm ; ſo that it is in minature the ſame as Sloc-an-Leim 
— To the eaſt of theſe chaſms there is an appearance of copper ore, 


of ole and C. Fs 


which appears to have been a a ſtrong Briten On the : 
N. W., N. and N. E. fides, there is a ſteep aſcent from 40 ta. 
80 feet. At the top of this aſcent, there is a perpendicular 
rock from 24 to 37 feet high ; the reſt is incloſed with a dry 
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0 ſtone wall, 9 feet thick, and from 8 to to feet high. On the 
In east fide there is a ſteep aſcent of 38 feet, (ſeemingly cut out 

ells Hof the rock), leading to the gate, which is four feet wide. In 


the middle of this Dũn there is an elevation, which commands . 
ler. In view of the place on all ſides, and of the country round. It 
ter- is 120 feet long, and 67 broad. Tradition ſays that Keefie, 
ting the King of Lochlin's ſon, who occupied this ſtrong hold, was : 
only killed there by Diarmad, one of Fingal's heroes, with whoſe 
ex. wife he had run away. Within fight of Dün Chifi, about a 
10 mile N. E. there is another beautiful little hill, ſurrounded 
with a dry ſtone wall, and riſing i in a valley, which happens 
| to be marſhy, whence it has its name, Dunan-an-Tsheaſguin, 
Lim (pronounced Dunan an teaſguin), i. e. the little hill in the 
bag [marſh, It is a ſteep rocky aſcent, 95 feet long, 55 broad, 
nc. and 36 high, but level on the top. The gate fronts Dan 
d Chifi, is 4 feet wide, and the wall 9 feet thick“. At the 
Dr northern extremity of the iſland, on the top of a hill, there is 
a. circular heap of ſtones, called Carn-na-faire, or Watch Cairn, 
gil, s feet diameter. It ſeems to have been a place of ſome 
bich lirength, and intended, as the name implies, to give the alarm 
in caſe of an invaſion, for it commands a very extenſive view 
called of the ſea from S. W. by N. to S. E. About half an Engliſh 


e kind mile fouth of Carn-na Jaire, on a plain near the ſhore, is 
to it | | 


ce 


. Carn- 
n inch 


lenſed 


-aſtuns 


N Mac from Dun Chifi, about the ſame diſtance, and within ſight of 
it, there is a peninſula, which was ſtrongly fortified, and was probably occupied 
by the ſame people, to ſecure their landing or retreat. It is called Tris by the 
inhabitants, which is a corruption of the word Trench. At a farm called Druim« 
#-Chro, there is a beautiful earthen mount, 43 feet long, and 41 broad on the 


top. The fdes are a ſteep aſcent, from 24 to 33 feet, The name and inten- 
tion of it are equally unknown, | 


moutÞ 
rock 
je end 
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5: Eu B or White Cairn*,. 1 is alſo circular, and meaſures 
5 Jo feet in diameter. From the ſituation of the place, the 
convenience of landing, and its vicinity to Carn- na. faire, it is 
likely that there was an engagement near it, and that the bo- 
dies of the ſlain were buried under the cairn. South weſt ol 
Car Bin, at a narrow part of the iſland, called Tarbat, there 
js a large ſtone on end, known by the name of Carr-an-Tar. 
Zart, or the Pillar of Tarbat t. . is near 8 feet high, and, 
from its inclined polition, cannot be leſs than 3 feet under 
ground to prevent its falling. It was probably ſet up to mark 
the grave of ſome warrior. The common burying place in 
the iſland, is called Cl] Chattan, pronounced Kill xarras) i. e. 
Cuattan's grave, or burying ground. Here are the ruins of 
an old chape!, 33 feet long, 14% broad. At the eaſt end, 
there is a long narrow window, in the ſole of which lies 2 
Kone font, neatly cut in an oQagonal haps, and perforated : in 


* "Three years ago ſeveral ſtone coffins were diſcovered there, by dyke· bull. 
ders. On opening them they found ſome urns, one of which is in Mr. Ma 
neill of Gigha's poſſeſſion, and meaſures (on the outſide) 5 inches in diameter 
at top, 2 at the bottom, and 5+ in height, made of clay, hard burnt, and in co- 
Jour blackiſh, The coffins, of which there are 4 in the middle of the cairn, at 
made up of 4 large flags, forming the bottom, ſides and cover of each, with3 

fmall flag at each end. They lie ſouth and north, and meaſure about 5 feet u 
length, 24 in breadth, and 14 in depth Two of theſe coffins are covered, i 

one of which are human bones. Beſides the large coffin, there were ſeveri 
ſmall ones, of which there is s only one lcft entire, It i is 3 feet long, 11 broad 
and x deep. | 


+ Any neck of land or ifhmus: where boats can be * over from oft 
ide to the other, is called Tarbat, from the two Gaelic words tar ruin, to dra, 
and Bet, a boat. lt is commonly pronounced in Gaelic with an r in the fi 

ſyllable as well as in the firſt, (i. e.) Tarbart. Near the farm houſes of 'Tarbat 

there is an old burying place, where there is a crofs, with one of the arms and 

part of the top broken. It is neatly cut, and meaſures 6 feet in length, 12 

inches in breadth, and 5 inches in thickneſs, The port is called 2igh C baia. 
i. e. the Kings Chapel, or Tomb. 9 
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It is 2 feet diameter without, and 11 within, 8 
the bottom is 4 inches thick, Near this 


chapel is Achadh-a-Charra, (pronounced Axa-xage) 1 i. e. the. 


field of the pillar, ſo called from a beautiful plain ſtone, 


which ſtands in the middle of the field, within 140 yards 7 


of the chapel. It inclines to the 8. W. is 14x feet high, 3 
feet broad, and 8 inches thick at the edges. To ſupport its | 
. it mult be 3 __ at leaſt, e e * 


© Qua, $ hg 

Sea Chi and Bi-. The more of this za 5 is high and 
rocky, except at the N. E. end, where the landing place is. 
The ſouth end, called the Maoil of Cara“, which is the higheſt 
part of the iſland, is a perpendicular rock, meaſuring 117 feet 

From the ſhore to the foundation of this rock 
there is a ſteep aſcent equal to 50 feet perpendicular, which 
makes the whole height 167 feet. Here all the different ſpe- 
cies of ſea-fowl neflle in May, which, added to the grand ap- 
pearance of the rock, forms a delightful view of the ſea; and 
on approaching it, the ear is no leſs gratified than the eye. 


The number and variety of notes, which the appearance of a- 


ny viſitor occaſions among the birds, together with the mur- 


Vor. 1 5 


mur 


9 North-caſt of this, at an equal diſtance from the chapel, is Caoc-a-Charra, 
or the hill of the pillar. On the top of this hill there is another ſtone, 9 feet 
long, and 3 feet 10 inches in circumference; ; of the g feet, 2 are in the ground. 
Still farther to the N. E, on a higher hill, there was a croſs which fell ſome 
years ſince, and was broken; the 3 ſtones were in a ſtraight line, but whether 
they directed to any. particular object, or were intended as monuments of. the 
dead, cannot be aſcertained. | 

T Maol adj, ſignifies bare or bald, as Ceann maol, bald-head. Hence it is ap- 
plied to expoſed points of land or promontories, and then becomes a ſubſtantive 


noun, and is written maoil e. g. al ol n n_ of Galloway, mas * 
Cara, Kc. | 
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mur of the ſea and the echo of the rocks, form a concert by 
no means diſagrecable. The real game hawl is ſaid to- neſtle 
here. This rock has a great deal of iron ore in it; and in 
one place, which was {ſtruck with lightning ſeveral years a= 
go, large pieces were thrown ; GONG; which ſeemed to be a 
mixture of copper; and iron.“ 


| Caves, Soil, 99. —Cloſe 4 this 1058 of the Maoil, ture} is 
a cave 40 feet long, 5 broad, and 5 hight. At the end there 
is a ſmall opening which communicates with another cave, 
meaſuring 37 feet in length, 9 in breadth, and g in height. 

This cave is open at the fide, which admits a good deal of 
_ light, and from the top ſtreams of clear water fall down. The 
ſame kind of plants grow here as in the caves of Gigha. The 
N. E. end abounds with rabbits, where the ſoil is a mixture 
of ſhells, ſand, and earth. The reſt of the iſland is moſſy, and 
| the greater part might be cultivated, but it is found more pro- 
fitable to keep 1t for paſture. There is enough of peats for 
the inhabitants, and care 1s taken in cutting them to preſerve 

op perſon who has lived above 36 years in the iſland, ſays, that the 

rock fell in Autumn 1756 ; That the night on which it happened, there was 
a dreadful hurricane, accompanicd with thunder and lightning: That the 


noiſe of the rock falling was heard, and the ſhock felt, in their houſes : That 


the ſea roſe fo high againſt the rocks on the weſt fide of the ifland, as to be 
carried over the whole breadth of it in heavy ſhowers: That the houſes were 
all unroofed, and the ftacks of corn overſet ; and that all the people were ob- 


liged to extinguiſh their fires, and take ſhelter in the "ay lated houſe on the 
iſland, which fortunately ſuffered no damage. 


FA parcel of goats, belonging to the tackſman of the iſland, confider this 
cave as their inviolable place of reſidence, and diſcover no ſmall ſurpriſe when 
ſtrangers viſit them. The appearance of theſe animals, ſometimes running in 
the face of the precipice, and ſometimes look ing down from the higheſt pinnacle 
of the rock, occaſions-in the ſpectator's breaſt a mixture of pleaſure and pain, 
which is more eaſily felt than delcribed, 
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teſtants of the eſtabliſhed church of Scotland. 
of them are of the names of Galbreath and M*Netll. The 
former are reckoned the more ancient, and ſaid to have been | 
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PE farface; and lay i it down beetle iet the peats are LY 


en away, by which means the paſture ground i is not diminiſh. | 
ed. The tackſman has one plough and one cart. His houſe 


is ſlated. and conſiſts of two ſtoreys and garrets, It was 
built 60 years ago, and is ftill in tolerable good condition. 


Adjoining to the houſe there is an old chapel, (26 feet long, 


and proportionally broad) with a Gothick arched door on the 


north fide. This was formerly a. burying place, and is now 


converted into a #itchen. Wild ſpinage and water r crefſes a- 
bound here, as well as in Gan. 


Gina and Cara. - 
Population, AM the inhabitants of both iſlands : are Pro- : 


The majority 


originally a tall race of men. At preſent there is nothing £ 
uncommon in their ſtature. Tradition ſays, that there never 


was-an inſtance of a ſhipwreek where three of them were 
aboard, The Galbreaths *, in the Gaelic language, are called 
Breatanuich, or Clann a Bhreatanuich, e "© Britons, or the 


Children of the Briton, and were once reckoned a great name 
in Scotland, l to che following lines: : 


1 benni on Talla * * 
Vailſe fir Alba do Shloinncadh. 


That is, © M0 Galbreaths from the Red Tower F 
NES | Nobleſt of Scottiſh ſirnames.” . 
ths 1525 The 


, Galbreath is a corruption * two Gaelic words Gall Bbreatan, i i. e. the 
Serange Briton, or Low Country. Briton, 


+ This Talla dhearg, or Red Tower, is de N (in Gaelic Dun- 


Bhreatain, i. e. the Hi the Britons, wann it is ſaid, the firſt Galbreaths came 
to Gigha. 
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The i. of both iſlands 500 increaſed kncty one fixth 
within theſe 40 years. By a liſt made out in January 1792, 
the number of ſouls was found to be 614, which is exactly 
| 100 more, than the return to Dr. Webſter in 1755. Of this 
' Increaſe, nearly one half has taken place within the laſt ; 
years, as by an enumeration taken in 1787, the number was 


$72, which makes an increaſe of 42, or above 8 per annum 


within that period. The following tables will exhibit a view 
of the different ſexes, ages, conditions and profeſſions of the 
5 people i. in both iſlands. | 


Tarte I. - Showing the proportion of the Ser. 
Males, Females. Total. Majority. 


i In S 3 8 592 5 16 les. ” 
| Toul, 1% 299 Gig 16 


i Tasta 11 . Propection of Single and Married Prople, 
In Gigha. Cara, Pariſh. In Gigha. Cara, Pariſh, 
Males, » 304T 112315 Females, 288+11=299 
Married, 82+ 3= 88 Married, - 82+ 3= 85 


n - cans can ?ͤ— — A . 


5 Unmarried, 222+ Tu. _ Unmarried, 206+ 8=214 
Widowers, - 3+ 12 8 | Widows, - 31+ = 3T 


Single, 215+ 7222 single, - 175+ 8= 183 
e | 1 | TABTE 


Add the Angle of both ſexes in th't table, and ſubſtract all under 20 years in the 
following table; the remainder is the number fit for marriage, ending widower: and 
n: ü 4. . | 5 
| . 2M F. 
Single, „„ „ „ mr 
Under 20 years, 2 BOT I59+149=300 | 


Number of males and Anale, * for marriage, 97 


of Gigha and Cara. 


xth 5 5 7 Tanz III. Ages of the Inhabitants. ent 
0 | 3 Inhabitants of Gig. Cara. Pariſh, * 
92, EY {as | 
a] : CE io ons Under 10 years of age, I48+II=159 
ff | | Between 10 and 20, - 146 3=149 
_ | | 20 and o, 199 7=206 
ſt 5 — o and 70, 3833 1= 84 
Was — and 84, = | 16+ 92 16 
aun J barer. 
iew N 
the i 2 w. |  Projuviden of Children, Families and Farmee | 
ETD! He. Sig. Ca. Par. Children. 
Children ®, = 35I+I2=363 
| | — 3 average number i in cach family, 
| Heads of Families. . 104+ $=107- | 
Children nn 351+22=363 | Os 
| | —=22 average number in each — 
Number of . - 15+ 12 16 
| Pann v. Nunker 5 Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
| Years. Births, Marriages. Deaths f. 
= Io Rn 3 5 
„ N 
F 
1790 24 4 
1791 1 24 4 
Total, - 105 17 52 
Annual average, 21 3 10 
"ABLL e 5 PE 
TanLE | 
in the e 
rs and 


» The difference of the children « ages, in every femily, is bo years, with very 


feu exceptions. — There are three ee 4 twins in theſe iſlands, 


* There is no + regiſter of Sethe lebt in the pariſh, but the number of grown up 
People who died in the courſe of the laſt 5, years, is 26, of whom 6 were drowned. Te 
aumper of children who died ꝛoithin the ſame feried is alſo 26; in ell 52. 
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aer VI. — of the Tubobitants * 8 
In Gigha. Cara. In the wholepariſh, | 


Farmers, 26 + 1 = 27 8 
| Croftersf, - 20 + © = 20 . | 
n - ST +166 = IF." 
| Fiflermes . 55 
: At FA : Keri fiſhing laſt ſeaſon on the coal of west — 16 
At ditto on the North Highland coaſt, About VV 44 
| Sailors aboard the pools laſt Shang e Ss WA EL 


Handycrafiſmen, 


There is no phyſician, ſurgeon, er apothecary in the pariſh, nor any to be 
f got nearer than Campbeltown- Although theſe two iſlands are uncommonly 
healthy, and free from epidemical diſorders, yet the want of a ſurgeon is ſome- 
timcs felt in accidental caſes. Medical aſſiſtance, is the only thing wanting, to 
render the iſland of Gigha, a moſt agreeable place to reſide in. As there are good 
harbours and landing places on the eaſt ſide of the iſland, there is eaſy acceſs to 
it at all times, but the want of a quay, and proper accommodation on the main- 
land oppoſite to it, (as formerly taken notice of,) renders the communication 
difficult in the winter ſeaſon, Were this inconvenience removed, the other 
would be leſs felt, as medical aid, in urgent caſes, could at any time be got from 
Campbeltown, The winter, however, is ſo mild, that there is almoſt a con- 
ſtant vegetation ; and in ſummer the beautiful ſituation of the place, the ſalu- 
brity of air, and the variety of creeks and ſandy bays, render 1 it one of the fineſt 
bathing places 1 in the Weſt Highlands, | | 


A crofter has a plot of ground, foe rearing a | ſmall crop and keeping a 
| milk cow, and pays a yearly rent according to the value and extent of the 
ground, A cottager has only a hone, garden and potatoe ground, for which 
he pays a ſmall rent. | | | 


: | 
1 Thoſe employed at the 18 thing, receive « from: a guinea to 30 8. fer 

month for wages. The number of veſſels and ſmall boats belonging to both 
| 4ſlands is as follows: 6 loops, from 8 to 15 tons burden; 1 ditto of 44 tons; 
*T ditto of 69 ; I ditto of 74 regiſtered tonnage ; and 24 ſmall boats, 
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| Weavers, - „ Boat Caryentsrt, « 4 


_ Apprentices, 5 41 Maſons, - e 1 
Taylors, 4 | 4 Diſtillers, WE. 'X 95 
Shoemakers, 2 Inn-keepers - 2 
e,, HI. Re 
Blackſmiths, | r 2 


. Pi * FF 25 


e and Ren Te iland ot barony of Gigha, 
confiting of zo merk land of old extent, holds of the Duke 
of Argyll for the yearly payment of 400 merks Scotch of feu- 
duty; five-fixths of the iſland, (including the farm of Aird- 
glamy, which pays a feu-duty to Mr. M*Netll, who has an inter- 


mediate ſuperiority over it) belong to Mr. M*Neill of Gigha, 


and the remaining fixth to Mr. M. Neill of Gallachoillie. The 
valued rent of the whole is 1271. 5s. 1d. Sterling. The 
real rent cannot exactly be aſcertained, as there is a part of 
the lands in the proprietor's hands, but it is believed it may 
be above 700 l. The iſland of Cara is the property of Mr. 
M*Donald of Leargie, and is occupied as a farm by one man. 
The valued rent is 61, 10s. 5 d. Sterling; the real ws in- 
— public burdens, 3 1 wn 


Ecelefiaſtical State—Oighs and Cari are ſaid to have been 


a part of the pariſh of Jura and Colonſay, and alſo of the pa- 


ate 


Ihe common wages of men labourers are 8d. a day, ſammer and winter. 

A ploughman is hired from December to the end of May, at 21. 10s. beſides 
two pair of ſhoes, planting of two pecks of potatoes, ſowing of a pint of flax- 
ſeed, and maintenance, A man ſervant is hired from the latter end of Auguſt 
till the harveſt is finiſhed at about 21. 155. with a pair of ſhoes and his mainte- 
nance; a maid ſervant for the ſame time gets 11. 10 8. with ſhoes and main- 


_ tenance; common men ſervants are hired at the rate of 41. 10s. a year, and 


maintained; maid ſervants at 2 l. Ios. with maintenance, ſhoes, and flax-ſeed 
flowing ; herd boys from 15s. to 20s.; a taylor works for 8 d. a day, and 


maintenance; a ſhoemaker gets 18. for making a pair of ſhoes in his own houſe, 
and 6d. when maintained. 


boys and 10 girls, in all 65. Moſt of them are taught gratis; 8 


beginners. The ſchoolmaſter has a free houſe, garden, and 
cows graſs, with 100 merks ſalary from the pariſh, and he 
gets 7 |, Sterling from the Society for propagating Chriſtian 


fickly, and 1 an idiot. Theſe, with a few old infirm perſons, 
are on the poors liſt, and get as much help from the ſeſſion as 

the funds admit of; but they are chiefly ſupported by the re- 
"og beritor and the inhabitants. The collection at the 


non in November 1789, Mr. Samuel Peat, a native of the Low Country, was 
Preſented to the pariſh, This gentleman, not ſubmirting to be examined by 
the preſbytery of Kintyre on the Gaelic language, a piece of trial which thej 


them to the ſynod of Argyll, and afterwards from the ſynod to the General 


Aſſembly ; it was found requilite, that an ordained clergyman ſhould be appoint- 
ed in the meantime, to ſupply the pariſh, as their inſular ſituation rendered it 


report came to this iſland, where he continues to officiate as interim miniſter, 
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riſh of Killearn, in \ Kintyre; but when they v were Asjoined 
From either is uncertain. The ſtipend is paid partly in vie- 
' tual and partly in money, viz. 20 bolls of barley, 40 bolls of 
meal, and 351. Sterling in money, beſides a glebe, and allow. 

| ance for a manſe. There is a good church, but no manſe, the 
late incumbent having been tranſlated to another pariſh at the 
time it was to have been built. The pariſh 1s vacant at pre- 
ſent, by the tranſlation of Mr. Dugald M*Dougal to the pa- 


Triſh of Lochgoilhead*®. The Duke of en, and Mr 
Ne of 3 are ann. 


School wad Peor.—The number of children at ſobool-is T 5 


of them are learning arithmetic, 32 reading Engliſh, and the reſt 


Knowledge. Of the inhabitants there are 3 lame, 3 blind, 4 


church 


* Mr. M. Dougal was admitted in October 1784; and on giving in his diſmiſ- 
thought neceſſary before his admiſſion to a Highland charge; and appcaling from 


peculiarly hard to be ſo long without a miniſter to diſpenſe the ordinances of re- 
ligion among them. Accordingly, i in October laſt (1791), the writer of this 


with a ſalaty vi 401. a year from the ſynod of Argyll. 
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chirch does not amount to much PINE TYP and thetefore is not 
an adequate fund for the ſupport of the poor“. 


Language The language of the common people 1 8 Gaelic, but £ 
not reckoned the pureſt, on account of their vicinity to Ireland, 


and intercourſe with the low country; by which many indy Cn, 


tions have been introduced into their phraſeology. They under- 
ſtand Engliſh, and ſeveral ſpeak it well enough to tranſact bu- 

ſineſs; but very few of then can underſtand a connected dif 
courſe in that language. It may not be improper here to ob- 
ſerve, that in Gaelic the letters C and G ſound always hard; 
ch like the Greek x; bb, and mh like v; dh and gh like y, in 
the beginning of a word. By attending to this, one who is 
a ſtranger to the Gaelic language, can more eaſily underſtand 
what follows, as well as what was formerly obſerved reſpect- 
ing the origin of the name of Gigha. Moſt of the other 
names are alſo Gaelic, and compounded of ſome of the fol- 
lowing words, which are expreſſive of the nature, ſituation, ; 
or r appearance of the Places. 


Ach”, Achä', or Achidh, a field, as Acha) mor, large field. 

Ard, High; as Ard Achadb, high field. 

Aird, Height; as Aird Glamie, i. e. Height Point, or promon- 
| tory of Glamie, from a rock called Glamie. 


Ceann, Head; as Ceann tire, 1. e. Head land, now corrupted i in- 


to Kint yre. 


Vol. VIII. RS baus, 

5 Dutag the ſcarcity in RI 1 meal ſold at 18. 64. the peck (iolb. = 
dutch weight). Oat-meal was very ſcarce, and while it laſted ſold at 28. Po- 
tatoes at 18. the peck. With the help of their fiſh and milk they were better off 
than the people on the main land, and bought little. Though the grain was 
, poorer that year than uſual, there would have been no fcarcity of meal, had 
the farmers kept all their barley ; but before they were aware of the ſcarcity of 
proviſions, they malted and ſold off a great part of it. They were, however, 
very favourably dealt with by the proprietors, as well as the poor in genera. 
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; a neee bse 0 drt. i. e. | Faft. 
Head. land, the N. E. end of ee ſo called... 
| Carn, heap of ſtones. 
Carr, Carradh, a pillar or one ſtone on end. 
Inflected caſe, Charra, by 
| Cn&c or Cnöchd, a hill not fortified, ca, Hil of 
the pillar. Caichd-na-Groich, Croſs-bill. | : 
Crs, a ſmall incloſure, a park. . 5 
 Druim, back ridge of a hill. Droim Chro, the height or 
ridge of incloſures (or of parks). 
Dun, a fortified hill, and Dunan, a little fortified hill. 
Fkire, a watch; as Carn-na-Faire, watch cairn. 
| Garbh, (garv) rough, rugged. Garbb-Eilean, rough iſanid; 
2 peninſulas fo called, and very 2 1 their appears 
ance and ſurface, _ 
Meadhan, middle, a (mas? 0. 
Nes-Nis, (Daniſh) a point going out in the 8 
Aird meadban- nis, the name of a place near the middle of the 
iſland, where there is a riſing ground, oppolite to which 


there is a neſs, or r point, that runs out about a mile N. E. 
into the ſea. 


Torr, a tower or a heap of ones. 
Tr, a tower | 
Ard-tir-nis, High Tower Poe 
Da'-Laigb, a cave or a grave, 
Slaoc- Slochd, a chaſm or pit. by 
Seaſg, bog-reed, hence Seaſg onn, a marſh, ; compounded of | 
Seaſg, reed, and fonn, land. 
Gigulum, origin unknown, 


\ Fiew.—Nothing can exceed the view from Gigha in variety 
or grandeur. On the E. the fertile coaſt of Kintyre (over- 
topped 1 in ſome places by the hills of Arran and Cowal), ter- 
| minates 


1 of 


lich 


of | 
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ie the: phofpelt en the 8. the Mail of Kintyre and 
the coaſt of Ireland, extending (paſt Bathlin) to the point of 


Derry; on the W. the ifland of Tlay and the main ocean; and 
on the N. the iſlands of Jura, Scarba, Dana, and the coaſt of 
Knapdale, with the hills ef Mull appcaring behind. The 


pleaſure arifing from this view is greatly heightened, by the 


number and variety of ſhips and ſmall veſſels, which conſtant- £5 
ly ſail in different dire&ions, and at different diſtances. And 
in ſtormy, dark weather, when deprived of this enchanting = 


proſpe&, the loſs is amply made up to the admirer of nature, ; 
by obſerving the raging ocean diſcharge its fury againſt the 


apr whilſt ** . with pleaing dread to its 4 roar,” 


| Charalter—The people are honeſt and inoffenſive, willing 


to oblige, and ready, by every exertion, to relieve the diſtreſs . 


of ſeafaring men. They are, upon the whole, in a thriving 


condition, content with their fituation, and greatly attached 

to their native country. The ſuppreſſion of private ſtills, 

(which are as unfriendly to the induſtry and morals of a people, 
as they are pernicious to their health), has been attended with 


happy effects. They are now leſs addicted to Aram. drinking, 
and more attentive to their bufineſs ; though {till they are not 


ſo induſtrious as could be wiſhed. This, however, is owing 
N to cauſes, winch it 18 not in their power wy to remove. 


Diſadvantages, —Divifion of 6 which is the REIN 
improvement in ſociety, has not yet been carried ſuch a 
length, as to entitle the people of Gigha to the character of 


being induſtrious. The farmer, accuſtomed to a certain mode 


of labouring tor the ſupport of his family, never attempts 


any greater exertion, while this obje& is accompliſhed, There 
1s no market at hand, where ready money can be got for the 


produce of the ground; and therefore no incitement to raiſe 
12 a greater 
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a greater quantity, than ſerves for family conſumption and pay- 
ment of the rent. Thus, every perſon endeavours to ſupply 
Himſelf; and as he does not receive ready money for the pro. 
| duce of his own labour, he cannot advance it for that of 
others. Hence he cannot apply his whole attention to his 
own profeſſion. One part of the day is employed about his 
Farm ; another part allotted for the fiſhing, in order to ſupply 
the immediate wants of the family. In like manner, the 
ſhoemaker, ſmith, taylor, and other handycraftſimen, cannot 
beſtow their whole time on their different profeſſions. They 
| have families to ſupport ; and their employment is not ſo 
conſtant, or the returns for their labour ſo punctual, as 
to enable them to devote their whole time to their reſpec. 
tive lines of buſineſs. It is neceflary, therefore, to have a 
ſpot of ground: this ſpot muſt be attended to; and the 
poſſeſſor thinks it more for his intereſt to labour it himſelf, 
than to employ another. Beſides, the fiſhing muſt be attended 
to, as mentioned above; for no man thinks of making a pro- 
feſſion of f/hing which is open to every one: And again, no 
man will think of purchaſing with money what any one can have 
by going for it. All theſe circumſtances operate in preventing 
induſtry and improvement. That this may not appear con- 
tradictory, it muſt be obſerved, that the time uſually ſpent, 
every day, in the intervals between theſe different occupa- 
tions, is nearly equal to the actual time of labour; 3 and 
therefore, though it cannot juſtly be faid, that they are ad- 
dicted to idleneſs more than others, it may with propriety be 
affirmed, that they are not induſtrious. In this ſenſe, all the 
inhabitants of the Weſtern Iſles, being in fimilar circumſtan- 
ces, are chargeable with want of induſtry. And people who 
are not well acquainted with their peculiar ſituation, and who 
form an opinion of their character, in this reſpect, by a com- 
pariſon with the inhabitants of the Low Country, may raſhly 

| concludę 


conclude; that it is natural for them to be lazy and indolent. | 
But nothing can be more unfair than to judge of them in 


this way, by a compariſon with people accuſtomed all 


their life to a proper diviſion of labour, and regular mar- 
kets for vending and purchaſing the produce of their in- 
duſtry. Therefore, the reaſons commonly aſſigned for their 
inactivity are quite erroneous. 45 It ĩs not a natural diſpoſition 5 
to be idle, but the want of encouragement and regular em- 
ployment, that checks the induſtry of the Highlanders. It is 


well known, that, when habituated to any line of wy * : 


are . careful, ive and nee 


e eee Ae the r and zudtuſtry of . 
ſuch a number of able men, as are in the Highlands and Iſlands e 
of Scotland, properly directed and encouraged, the effects, 
would, in a ſhort time, be ſenſibly felt by the nation at large. 
The moſt valuable diſcoveries might be made; ine xhauſtible ; 
magazines and materials for every branch of manufacture 
might be found out; and the exertions and inventions of a 
| great part of the kingdom, which are now lying dormant, 
might, happily for themſelves and ſociety, be thus brought 
into action. The moſt effetual means of bringing about 
ſuch a change ſeems to be, the leſſening and regulating the 
preſent duties on falt and coals ; the erection of towns or 
villages; and opening canals, The attempts that have already 
been made in erecting villages, will certainly be attended 
with good effects; and if the number were increaſed, theſe 
goed effects would be multiplied. By a canal through the 
iſthmus at Crianan, the navigation between the Weſtern Iſles 
and Clyde would be rendered ſafe, eaſy, and expeditious, at 
all ſeaſons of the year. By another canal between Inverneſs 
and Fort William, a direct communication would be opened 
from the weſt to the eaſt coaſt of Scotland, which would be 
not 
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not only of Abies mutual atrantage to both theſs dil. 
_ tics of the kingdom, but to the commercial intereſts of 
England find Ireland. —All theſe plans, if carried into exe. 
cCution, would ſtir up a ſpirit of commerce and enterpriſe, in 
all the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, which would be 
ſoo followed by the introduction of arts and manufaQuures, 
Then, every uſeful hand would find ſufficient employment at 
home; and che idea of property and independence would fli- 
mulate to labour and induſtry. Then, thoſe places, which are 
now in 2 great meaſure conſidered as of no national conſe- 
| quence, would become the ſources of wealth and ſtrength ; and 
Inſtead of appearing as ſo many barren rocks in the map of 
our country, would prove ſome of the as ornaments in 
. cron of Great Britain, 1 


: „This, N could ey happen, cl the cad yrs an fuck 3 lap 
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(NUMBER IV. 
PARISH OF LADYKIRE, 


(County of Berwick—Preſtytery of Chirnfide—$ynod 27 Me ; 
4434 Tiviotdale,) 4 


| are | 
we Ay the flows Mx. Tromas Mirz. 
ip of THY — k wn | 


Nane, Situation, Extent, and Soil. 


how HE. ancient name of this pariſh was  Upſettingtoun, 
PF which James IV. changed to Ladykirk, after having 
built a handſome church in it, which he dedicated to the Vir- 
gin Mary, It was within this church, that the ſupplemental : 
treaty, to that of Chateau Cambre/is, was concluded between 
the Engliſh and Scots Commiſſioners, and the duplicates were 
exchanged the ſame day at Norham. On Holywell baugh, 
oppolite to Norham Caſtle, Edward I. and ſeveral of the 
Scottiſh nobility met, to ſettle the diſpute betwixt Bruce and 
Batiol, relative to the ſucceſſion to the Crown of Scotland. 
This pariſh lies along the banks of the Tweed, is 2* miles 
long and one broad, and contains about 3500 Engliſh ſtatute 
acres, The country is flat, and interſperſed with a few riſing : 
grounds, The ſoil in general is very good, and conſiſts of a 
— deep loam, in ſome places gravelly, and in others on a clay 
bottom. It is all capable of bearing good crops, with judici- 
ous cultivation: ſome of the outfields were formerly infeſted 
with whins and ſome heath, both of which have long ago been 
totally eradicated, 1 . 3 
Agriculture. 
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At Wi y on both flies of the | Tweed 
B, 1 in general, conducted with judgment and ſpirit: To give a 


particular detail of the practice would much exceed the 


bounds of this report, but as the tenants in a great meaſure 
depend oi their live ſtock, and of courſe on the condition i in 
which it is kept, they pay very particular attention to their 
on lands, and the manner in which they are laid down, as it 

is found that the graſs of land, in high condition, will not on- 
1 keep a much heavier ſtock, but will fatten it much ſooner, 
than the graſs which we too frequently ſee growing on good 
lands, in many paris of the miete under bad N 


ment * 


| e ſheep, in general, are very good, and are of that 
kind commonly known by the name of the new Leiceſter: 
ſhire breed, which were firſt introduced into Leiceſterſhire by 
Mr. Bakewell ; they are found; in point of profit, far to ex: 


cel any other kind of ſheep in this country. The wedders al. 


ter having been twice ſhorn, at 26 months old, or ſo, weigh 
from 20 to 281b. per quarter; and the ewes, when fattened, 
_ from by to 26 Ib. „Tren . and a half commonly make a 


ſton? 


* The graſs ſceds are ſowed with the firſt crop, after turnips or fallow, in. 


ſtead of the fourth or fiſth crop, which was the practice about 30 or 40 yea 


ago; and the ſucceeding corn crops are taken after the graſs 15 plowed up. By 


_ theſe means there are ho corn crops loſt ; and the graſs has the benefit of the 
_ fallow and the manure, and throws up great cfops, when compared with ei. 


hauſted lands, which are commonly full of couch and other noxious weeds. Hate 


veſt generally begins about the 2oth of Auguſt, and ends in September. The 


_ graſs lands remain in paſturage from 2 to 5 years, when they are broken up {ok 
oats, —The Engliſh plough, with the fcathered ſock, is the only one uſed here, 
It is drawn by a pair of horſes, and managed by one man. Oxen were {orme! 


ly more uſed ; but from their inability to drive manure and coals from any di- 


tance, and the ſlowneſs of their ſtep, they have fallen into diſrepute, excepting 
ſor home work, which they are exceedingly well calculated to anſwer, 
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fone of wool, which ſells from 155. to 18s. per lone, and 
goes into Yorkſhire to be manufactured, excepting a ſmall 
quantity which is ſent to Aberdeenſhire. This breed of 


ſheep are uncommonly good feeders, but often do not carry 


ſo much tallow as many other kinds do, i in proportion to their 
weight. Mr. Culley has undoubtedly the merit of having 
firſt introduced this breed of ſheep into the country, about 20 
years ago or more; and at preſent there are 8 or 9 people in 
the diſtri& of country betwixt the Cheviot and Lammermuir- 
hills, whoſe ſheep ftock are very highly improved. The 
ſheep of the low part of the country are all of this kind, and 
are found the more profitable the oftener that they have been 
croſſed by the beſt breeds. The number of them, as well as of 
the horſes and black cattle, depends ſo much upon the ſtate of 
the lands in different years, whether in corn or in paſturage, 

that it is almoſt impoſſible to give an exact account of them: 
In general, there may be from 1500 to 2500 ſheep in the pa- 
rih, The ſheep formerly in this country, called Mugge, were 
a tender, flow feeding animal, with wool over moſt of their 
faces, from whence the name of Muggs. There is hardly an 
individual of this ſpecies now to be met with in the neigh- 
bourhood. Mr. Culley's kind of ſheep, on the other hand, 


have open countenances, without any wool on the face from 


the ears forward, and are as kindly feeders as the others are 
flow ones. They ate neither long bodied, nor long legged, 
but well made, handſome ſheep, deep in their cheſt, broad at 
their ſhoulders, loins, and crops, which laſt are thrown well 
back; and they are deep and broad of their breafts, which are 
well ſeen before; and ſtand on well proportioned, clean, ſmall 


boned legs. Mr. Culley's ſtock is almoſt entirely ſprung from 


Mr, Bakewell's, as he wiſely perceived that Mr. Bakewell 


was in the right tract of breeding, long before moſt people 
would allow it. 


Black 
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Black Cattle and Horte. The plack cattle ben are of the 
ſmort-horned breed, and from the attention now paid to them, 
it is probable, that they will be brought to a great degree of 
perfection. The ſteers of the beſt kind of this breed, when 
3 years old, and fat, will weigh from 60 to 75 ſtone (of 14 lb. 
to the ſtone), and if kept to a proper age, will weigh from 8; 
to 110 ſtone ; ſome individuals may even weigh a great deal 
more. It may, perhaps, be proper to mention, that it is not 
large ſheep and cattle, that the farmers here wiſh to breed ; itis 
the ſmall, well ſhaped, Kindly ſort, that will raiſe moſt money 
in a given time, from a given quantity of graſs, turnips, or 
other food. The cows give from 16 to 24 Engliſh quarts of 
milk in the day; ſome cows may give a great deal more, but 
ſuch are only exceptions from the major part. When pro- 
perly fatted, the cows will weigh from 50 to 80 ſtone, There 
are, in general, from 250 to 300 black cattle, and from 70 

: to ys horſes 1 in the pariſh, 
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Fiſh and Birds Oc. — The river Tweed abounds with fal 
mon, trouts, eels, &c. The ſalmon fiſheries let here from 
501. to 100l. a year ; nearer Berwick they increaſe very much 
in value. The ſalmon are all ſent to the London market, 
where they bring great prices. There is plenty of game, as 
partridges, hares, &c. ; and in the winter, woodcocks, and 
ſometimes woodpeckers appear. In the ſpring, wild geel: 
Y frequent the country, Gooſanders, wigeons, and cormorants, 
' reſort to the Tweed in ſevere winters, and ſometimes grebes, 
and ſpeckled divers; and in the lakes there are numbers 0 
mallards and teals, | ne 


Population.—The inhabitants have increaſed confiderably 
within theſe 40 years. The return to Dr, Webſter in 175; 
Was only 386. There are now from 580 to 600, Two yca"s 
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ago the number amounted to 534, and it has increaſed conſi- 
derably ſince that period. The people are moſtly employed 
in huſbandry, in raiſing grain to ſupply leſs fertile countries, 

and in feeding live ſtock, which are ſent * to New- 


caſtle, . and oe 


Stipend, Rent, Wage, and Prices of Proviſions —The m 1 Pan 


niſter's ſtipend is 8001. Scotch, or 661. 13s. 4d. Sterling. 5 
The rents of this pariſh are from 145. to 30 8. the Engliſh - 


| acre, The farms let at from 3001. to 6001. a- year, and the 


tenants are for the moſt part rich and proſperous. A hind's 
wages are from 141. to 161. per annum. The price of beef 
and mutton in this country, after midſummer, 1s about 3d. 


in winter 32 d. and in the ſpring from 4d. to 5d. per Ib. but 
the prices are moſtly regulated by the demands en the 
Morpeth markets. pe, 
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PARISH oF DOUGLAS. 


155 bre and Proto * of Lanark Sond of Glaſgow 101 
Ar. 


By the Rev. Mr Wa MCunenx, 6 


Origin of the Nane. 


THE account of it given by Mr. Hume of Godſeroft, is is, 
1 that in the reign of Solvathius king of Scotland, about 
th year 767, one Donald Bain (7. e. the white or fair), aſpired 

after the crown, gave the king battle, and had almoſt gained 
the victory, when a certain nobleman, with his ſons and fol- 
lowers, came to the king's aid, and behaved with ſuch courage 
and reſolution, that Donald's army was defeated, and he him- 
ſelf ſlain. The king, anxious to know to whom he was ſo 
much indebted, and the nobleman being preſent, one of his 
_ Hevutenants, pointing to him with his finger, ſaid, Sholto 

Duglaſſe, i. e. Behold yonder black grey man.“ Upon 
wich the king gave him much land, and the ſurname of 
Douglas, which his poſterity {till retain ; and from him too, 
the pariſh, as well as the town, caſtle and river, derive their 
names. Others ſay, that the river Douglas, which runs 
through the pariſh, gives name to the town and the noble 
family to whom the parith beloags. The name is doubtleſ: 
of Gaelic original, and ſignifies Black Water, which is an ex- 
ceeding proper appellation for the river, as it is black, having 
its ſource and all its ſupplies from a moſſy country. 


x. Situation, 


® There are other ſtreams in Scotland, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Douglas, 
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Situation, Extent, Soil and Climate.—The extent of the 7 
pariſh i is conſiderable, being about 12 miles long, and in ſome 
places from 4 to 6, in others from 6 to 7 broad. The pariſh 
is ſituated, about 30 miles from the ſea, every way. The ſoit 
is variable, except the holms, which being a new ſoil formed 
by the river, 1s pretty uniform; but the ground on either 


ſide is very ſpouty, occaſioned in ſome places by the outburſts 


of the coal and other minerals; but in moſt places by the 
bottom being a cold wet till. The lands are moſtly laid one 
Tn the ſtrath, and along the banks of the 
river, there are ſeveral arable farms; z but the lands occupied 
in this manner, bear ſmall proportion, to what are laid out in 
Their paſture is hilly, though not very high; 
and is both green and heathy. The air is very moiſt, particu- 
larly in ſpring and autumn. The winds generally blow im- 
petuouſly about the time of the equinox, and frequently in 
autumn ſhake a deal of corn. They blow moſtly from the 
8. W., which being the direction of the river, and the banks 
high on each ſide, what would be accounted a moderate breeze 
in other places, is here often a kind of hurricane, It is how- | 
ever a very healthy place ; and there are in it many inſtances. 
of longevity, Many have exceeded 80 and go during the 
incumbency of thg preſent miniſter. There are 2 men in the 
pariſh at preſent aged 92; and it is well authenticated, that a 
man died here, in the hegioning of this century, aged at n 
110, having lived during a I of 3 centuries. 


in ſheep farms. 


Woods and Rivers.=—There FE very little natural wood in 
this pariſh, and that only a kind of bruſh. The aſh appears 
to have been the favourite tree of our anceſtors, At many 
of the old farm ſteads, there are large aſh trees; and at the 
Caſtle of Douglas there is a row of very aged ones, which, 
tradition lays, were uſed 1 in barbarous times for hanging their 

enemies, 
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enemies, "the Engliſh, Thins 4 18 alſo ſome plaating about if 
of a later date. Lord Douglas, upwards of 20 years ago, 
= planted about 300 acres: and within theſe laſt IO Or II years, 
above 800 acres more, with oaks, elms, beech, planes, aſhes, 
and ſirs of different Kinds; which in a few years will have a 
fine effect to beautify and ſhelter this part of the country. 
Some hundred acres more are yet to be planted to complete 
the plan. The moſt conſiderable river in the pariſh is Dou- 
glas, which takes its riſe at the foot of Cairn Table, 9 miles 
above the town, and runs into the Clyde about 7 miles below 
it. There are 3 ſmaller waters in the upper part of the pa- 
riſh, which all run into Douglas; namely, Gleſpine, Kinnocks, 
and Monks. All theſe waters abound with excellent trout ; 
and in ſome parts of the water of Douglas there : are very fins 
pike. 


i pariſh abounds in coal, which will be in- 
exhauſtible for many centuries. There are many different 
ſeams from 2 to 7 feet in height. The decline of the mine- 
rals is various. At the march with the pariſh of Carmichael, 
about 1 of 3; 7 a mile to the weſtward, 1 of 2; and a little 
more welt, x of 14. The ſtretch of the coal is nearly paral- 


lel to the courſe of the river, which runs from S. W. to N. 


E. The moſt remarkable circumſtance, that attends theſe 
coals, i is, their being interſected with a great number of ſteps, 
which throw the coal down from 30 to 50 feet perpendicular. 
Theſe ſteps are from 60 to 200 yards ſeparate, and lie nearly 
parallel. They croſs tbe ſtretch of the coals in a direction 
nearly weſt. Coal is the principal fuel here. As one tackſ- 
man rents the coal both in this eſtate, and in the eſtate of 
Carmichael, the property of the Earl of Hyndford (through 
which eſtate the ſame ſeams of coal ſtretch), the demand from 
either of the works is very irregular and uncertain, being re⸗ 
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at by oh Apes quality of either work. for the time, 
and by the caprice of the purchaſers. But for 20 years paſt, 
the annual produce on both eſtates has been from 50,000 to 
10,000 loads of 24 cWwt. Taking the medium 60,000 loads, 
at 5 d. per load, at the heugh, the produce in money is 12501. 


The coal heugh, about 3 miles above the town of Douglas, is N 
| by moſt people thought the beſt coal, There 1 is plenty of lime 


and free Kone here. 


Rent. he holm and croſt land let at from 15 s. to 205. 
per acre; the field land from 5 s. to 2 s. according to the 
quality; the beſt land near the town from 308. to 405. 
nay, ſome land in Lord Douglas's parks, after lying in lee for 
a number of years, has been let for two crops at 3l. 38. per 
acre, Arable farms let at from 40l. to 100 I. 5 * farms 


from zol. to 2001. 


Agriculture and Produce. —Oats are the prevailing and al- 
moſt only grain ſown here; the moſt extenſive farmers not ſow- 
ing more than 3 or 4 acres of bear, with from 2 to 3 of early 
grey peaſe, and ſome potatoes. It is not owing to prejudice, but 
neceſſity, that the people have adopted this mode of farming; 
long experience having ſhewn them, that oats are the crop 
that can be moſt depended on. And indeed, ſuch is the ſeve- 
rity of the ſeaſons in this country, that very frequently the 
bear and peaſe are deſtroyed by the froſt before they come to 
maturity: And though oats are a more hardy grain, they are 


| ftinted in their growth by the cold, and, in particular late ſea- 


ſons, rendered in a great manner uſeleſs, both for man and 
beaſt. In the year 1782, there was not a boll of tolerable 
oat-meal produced in the pariſh, There was neither bear 
nor peaſe; and the oat-meal was little better than the duſt of 
other years, and vary. little of it, Great quantities of white 
| peaſe- 
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peaſe-meal were imported "Oe Leith, and oat-meal 1 An. 
nandale and Nithſdale; and the tenants were obliged to pur. 
chaſe their ſeed corn for the enſuing year, at Leith, and in 
Tweeddale, Nithſdale and Annandale. The quantity ſown 
on the acre is about 6 Wincheſter buſhels ; 3 and the average 
produce of the whole farm, from 18 to 24. The boll, or 6 
| buſhels of oats, gives, communibus annis, 6 ſtones of meal; 
but in calamitous ſeaſons, it has been known to give only from 
3 to 35, and of very bad quality. The Blainſley or Tweed- 
dale oats are moſt commonly ſown here, An early ſpecies; 
called barley oats, has been introduced by ſome farmers ; but 
this grain is very liable to ſhed, or ſhake, before it 1s ripe, 
eſpecially in this country, where the winds blow very high, 
Befides, theſe oats afford little ſtraw, and that of a worſe qua- 
 lity than the Tweeddale ; and ſtraw is the principal fodder for 
| horſes and cattle here. The greateſt part of this pariſh ſeems 
better adapted for grazing than tillage, and would probably 
turn out to greater advantage that way; for ſervants wages 
are greatly advanced *, and the return in corn being ſo very 
ſmall, little profit can ariſe from an arable farm. The froſts 
are ſeldom off, nor do the lands acquire a ſufficient drynels 
for ſowing, before the 24th of March; and it is uſually near 
the end of September before the harveſt be general. The 
corns are rarely got in, ſooner than the end of October, or firſt 
week of November. There are 40 enen and 1 13 3 carts 
in the in. 


Sheep, Horſes, c. —The ſheep in this pariſh are the black- 
faced ſhort Scotch heep, and ſuperior to thoſe in the neigh- 
5 bouring 


* A farm ſervant was hired 20 years ago for 5 l. a year, and a maid ſervant 

for 21. tos. : Now a good man ſervant cannot be had under from 7 J. to 100. 

and a maid from 31, to 41, Day labourers 1 were 10 d., and the higheſt 1 8. 
now they are 14 d. and 16 d. 
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ating pariſhes. They weigh, when fat, from 5 ts 10 lb. 
per quarter; Dutch; have from 4 to 6, or even 8 lb. of tal- 
low, tron : their wool gives from 4s. to 55. 6d. per ſtone, 
from 4 to 6 fleeces to a ſtone. —All the ſtore-maſters of this 
pariſh got the premiums at Lanark for tups, as long as the 
regulations would permit them. — There are between 13,00 
and 14,000 ſheep ; about 200 horſes, and 800 black cattle in 
the whole pariſh, beſides what Lord STOR. has in bis 
parks. 


Roads This pariſh; is in the centre of the great roads, from 
Glaſgow to. England, and from Edinburgh to Ayr. About 
18 years ago, Lord Douglas, at his own expence, made near 
30 miles of the one, and 20 of the other. The ſtatute work, 
which is at preſent exacted in kind from the tenants, is ap- 
plied to keep them in repair, but is a very inconſiderable 5 
part of what is neceſſary for that purpoſe. There are toll 
bars on the roads, to which the people are now en, 
but were greatly averſe to at their erection. 


| be e manufactures were eſtabliſned in the 
pariſh, till this year, that a company from Glaſgow, conſiſt- 
ing of natives of Douglas, and men of induſtty and intelli- 
gence, fitted up a ſmall cotton ſpinning and weaving work, in 
the town of Douglas. The carding is performed by horſes, 
and the ſpinning by hand jeannies. Another reſpectable com- 
pany, moſtly belonging to this place, have erected a ſmall 
carding and ſpinning mill on the lands of Carmacoup, 3 miles 


above the town, which already gives employment to a good 


number of hands. They are both 11 in their wangen but there 
is no doubt of their ſucceeding. 


Vol. VIII. L. 


5 Population 


Statiflical Account 

£ Population. The population is now upon the increaſe, and 
| bids fair to continue ſo, though there has ys; on the whole, 
a decreaſe within theſe 40 Yeats. 728 


| Population Tavs of the Pariſh of DovGLas.. 


Population in the year 1755, 2009 | Number of widowers, - 32 
"ce aa — anno 179K, — 1715 - of widows, „„ 82 
8 V 294 - - of Members of the Eſta- k 
Average of births from 1700 to : bliſhed Church, 1671 

7208 „n > ASS 261 en Seceders, 3 
— 1750 to 1760, . BEG, 564 —— of Cameronians, 40 
—— 1782 to 17922 350 —— of clergymen, 2 

Inhabitants in the town of Dou- | ——— of ſchoolmaſters, - 
1 „ „„ „„ of male ſervants, 92 
in the country, | 10 34 — — of female ditto, - 90 

Ivalice „ 774 — of bre 1 2 

| of females, - 944 —— of young rec. i not 
| in families 419 1 8 to — - 4 20 


Eccleſiaftical State. There are two elergymen in this pa- 
iſh, the miniſter of the eſtabliſhed church, and a Cameronian 
or M. Millanite miniſter, who has reſided in it about 30 years, 
Lord Douglas is patron of the pariſh. The ſtipend is 831. 
Gs. 8d. Sterling, and a very good glebe. A. new church, 
manſe, and offices were built in 1781. The old church was 
called St. Brides's Church, in honour of the patroneſs of the 
pariſh : a part of it is ſtill kept up, on account of the ancient 
monuments in it and burying vault,“ although there 1 is a very 


elegant 


* On the north ade of the Ae in a niche below the callers belonging to 
the family of Douglas, is buried one of the Dukes of Tourain. The arch of 
the monument is partly broken down and defaced ; but on the fragments his 
arms appear quartered thus :—iſt, Tourain, 2d, Douglas, zd, Galloway, 4th 
Annandale, with the following inſcription t—Hic jaceEr ARCHIBALDUS 
DovcLas, Dor DE n Couxs pt Dovcias ET LoNGVILLE, Doui- 


Nuss 


ole, 


8 Baivenia, Henricus to, genitus. 


of Douglas, 


elegant burying vault in the new kirk, for the family of 


Douglas, in which are depoſited the remains of the Duke and 


* of n and IP Lucy — 


nvs GALLOVID IE, WIC TONE & AN NAN DIE, LOCUM TENENS REGis Scoriæ, 
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OznT 26. dig Mens1s Juni 1438. This nobleman was the fon of Archibald 


Douglas, ſurnamed Tineman, the firſt Duke of Tourain, and Maud Lindſay, a | 


daughter of David Earl of Crawford. On the ſouth ſide of the church, in a 


niche commonly called St. Thomas's aiſle, are the following inſcriptions : Hic 


jocet Magnus et Potens Princeps, Dominus Jacobus de Douglas, Dux Tourenie et Con 
mes de Douglas, Dominus Annandiæ, Gallovidie, 2 iddalie, Fedburg : for reſtiæ 4 Do- 


minus de Balvenia, Magnus Wardanus regni Scotiæ verſus Angliam, ©. qui obiit 24. 
die Menſis Martii, Anno Domini 1443. This James was brother to the former 


| Archibald, and ſucceeded to his eſtate and honours after the murder of his | 
two ſons in Edinburgh Caſtle. The following is the inſcription for his lady. 
Hic jacet Domina Beatrix de Sinclair, (filia Domini Henrici Comitis Orcadum, Domi- 

| ni d: Sinclair, tc.) Comitifſa de Douglas et Avenia, Domina Gallovidie. 


relievo, are to be ſeen the above nobleman's arms impaled, with his lady's; the 


cutting is diſtin, and part of the gilding ſtill entire. On the caſt ſide of theſe, 


In baſſo 


above the church- door, is a ſtone, with the following inſcription, which is ſuppoſed 


to have been moved from its original ſtation, when making ſome repairs on the 
Church. Hz ſunt proles inter predifios Dominum et Dominam generate. Imo, Dominus 


Wilbelmus primogenitus et heres difti Domini Facobi, qui ſucceſſit ad totam hereditatem 


Prædictum. Jacobus 2do genitus magiſicr de Douglas. Archibaldus 3tio genitus comes 


Moravia. Hugo 410 genitus comes Ormundiæ. Joannes Sto genitus Dominus de 


uxor Dominz * TFoannis, conſtabularii Scotia. 


Cumbernauld, Elizabetha Douglas 4ta filia erat, In a niche on the north ſide of 


the church, weſt from the Duke of Tourain's monument, there has been an- 
other magnificent one, embelliſhed with Gothic ornaments, erected to the me- 


mory of the good Sir James, the eighth Lord of the family, upon which were 12 


lion's heads of curious net work, which had been cut, mutilated and abuſed during 


the time of Oliver Cromwell's uſurpation, by his garriſon (placed in the caſtle 


of Douglas), in reſentment of Sir James having been an enemy to the Engliſh 
nation, 'This monument 1s not impaled, The following are the inſcriptions 
ON the lead coffins in the vault . Angus. Dominus ex Jacobs Marchione 

| | N E 


Home, in his hiltory ol the Douglaſcs, = him Lord of dubigny. 


Margareta uxor Domini de Dalleith, Beatrix © 
Janeta uxer Domini de Biggar et de 


1 
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| Schools anil Paare enden the publie fohool, . is al ln 
an Engliſh ſchool in the town; always two, and ſometime; 


to 

three Engliſh ſchools in the country part of the pariſh; ther 
are alſo, at preſent, two Sunday ſchools in the town, which are il = 
of great advantage to the young, and eſpecially ſuch of then at 


as are much employed throughout the week. The poor, on the 
Weekly roll, get, according to their circumſtances, from 64, 
to 25. per week, But beſides thoſe on the roll, there ar: 
many occaſional poor, who get from 25. 6d. to 58. per quai. 
"rs. There is 110 l. Sterling mortified for their uſe. The 
i collections at the church, which have always been good, art 
ſtill increaſing; and laſt year they amounted to near 3], 
The other caſualities vary, but may, at an average, amount 
to about 201. yearly. The heritors, have, for many year 
_ paſt, aſſeſſed themſelves in what was neceflary to make up 
the deficiency. In 1983, when the meal was not only deat 
but ſcarce and bad, Lord Douglas ordered money to be given 
to the miniſter to purchaſe good meal, to be diſtributed week- 
iy to ſuch as had occaſion for it, at I 5. per peck, and his Lord. 
. 8 e 


Douglaſiæ, o Dom. Maria Kerr filia Comitls Lothiang conjuge frimogenitus, Nat 
15 08. 1693, obiit 20 May 1694.—'aria Gordon filia Georgii primi Mar chimi 
de |untly, quam Gulielmus primus Marchio de Douglas in uxorem ſecundb duxit, quay 
anno ſue ætatis ſexageſimo quario ſalutis humane, 1644, mortem obiit. — Hic ſitun 
cos pus Gul. ¶archionis Douglaſiæ eo titulo primi, qui ex diverſis et mutuis thalamis d 
Hamilleniorum et Gordoniorum gente ſuam progeniem continuatam Hamiltoniorum den 
inſlauratam reliquit Obiit 11. Cal. Mart. anno 1660, etat. vero 71 — Margaret, Hi 
milioun Argulig Comiiiſſu obiit 38 anno etatis ſue 11 Septembris 1623. . 11 
| Stexvarta due: Lennoxie et Rich mondiæ lia Archibaldo Anguſie Comiti per XVIII. 
annos nupta, obiit x VJ. die Auguſti, ann. MDCX'.P1. at. XX XI.— D. O. M. Hi 

Poſitum ęſi corpus Margarete filie primogenitæ Gul. Marchionis de Douglas, relictis a 
matrimonio cum Margareta obiit, Imo, Jan. 1660. Katbarino cenjuga Domini de Tor 
Phichen, item Joanna Gul, Alexandri Comite de Sterl. atatis 49. The following i 


the only inſcription upon the laſt Marquis of PO M. D. Atati, 54 
Otict 25 Febri, 1700. | 
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hip paid the balance, which was a great and ſeaſonable relief BE 
to the indultrious ns at that time, 2 


5 Caftle.—The ola caftle of Douglas was burnt by actident 
about 33 years ago. 
wing of a new caſtle, of very ſtrong and elegant work, in 
which there are betwixt 50 and 60 fire- rooms. This wing 
was finiſhed by Lord Douglas, but it ſtill wants a front and 
another wing to complete the plan. The dining room is a 
moſt elegant one, being 404 feet long, 25 feet broad, and 18 
feet high. There is alſo a beautiful . ſtair, Which bs 55 
much - admired by all penn. of taſte. erg 


General Charader of the Peek e are a ſober, Aecmntt 
and induſtrious ſet of people; attend regularly on the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, and are remarkably charitable and 
humane; they even turn their innocent amuſements to the 
advantage of the poor; for, during the ſevere froſt laſt winter, 
when they went to curling on the ice, a favourite diverſion 
here, they, more than once, played for a certain ſum each, 
and applied the forfeited money, to e coals for the 
ap WIN 41 


NUMBER 


The Duke, in his lifetime, built one 
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PARISH or TWEEDSMUIR. 


3 cn of Tweeddale—Prof ytery of Publet—S$ynod « Ls 
5  thian and TO] 


By 150 "OR Mr TronAs Moscurr. 


Erection, rat Soil Hitt Rovers, Ec. 


VHIS diſtrict, formed anciently a part of the pariſh of 
Drummelzier, but was erected into a diſtinct pariſh in 
1 It is about 9 miles in length, and in many places as 
much in breadth. It is a hilly country, with ſome flats and 
moraſſes. A number of the hills are very beautiful, being co- 
vered with graſs to the very tops; others have a mixture of 
heath ; ſome are of a great height, particularly Hartfield and 
Broadlaw, which are about 2800 feet above the level of the 
ſea, The river Tweed has its ſource at the ſouth- weſt ex- 
7 tremity of the pariſh, and runs through it in a north eaſt di- 
rection. It is joined by the waters of Core, Fruid, and Tal. 
la, beſides ſeveral ſmaller burns or rivulets, all of which 
abound with trouts. 


Cultivation _ Produce, —The arable parts of the parith 
; produce oats, barley, &c. upon a light loam, with gravel and 
ſand at the bottom; but, owing to the great rains, and early 
froſts, the crops are very precarious ; indeed the whole of the 
- pariſh is by nature principally adapted for paſture, The 
mutton ted upon the heathy hills and flats, is remarkable tor 

| delicacy 


of — * 97 | 


gelieacy of alte and flavour; although dall, an ſeldom = 

g more than 10 or 12 lbs. per quarter, it is far ſupe- 
2 the table) to the _ mutton fed upon a low * 
ich 8 


Sheep and Wool. —The whole of the pariſh contains 1 5 . 
arms, which feed about 15,000 ſheep, beſides a neceſfary 
zumber of horſes and black cattle. The graziers in the north 
if England, are particularly fond of the Tweedſmuir breed of 
heep ; they buy them of all ages, and drive them to their 
arms, where they are much eſteemed, being healthy and good 
rivers. A number of the young ſheep are ſold at the Lin- 
on markets, in the month of June, to be driven to the Ochil 
ind Alva hills, and other places in the Highlands of Scotland; 
number of lambs, yeld ſheep, and draught ewes, are ſold to 
he butcher, and help to ſupply the markets of Edinburgh, 
Plaſgow, &c. The ſheep farmers, commonly called ſtore - 
maſters, begin to ſmear their ſheep about the middle of Oc- 
ober, with a mixture of tar and butter, which, after ſeparat= 
g the wool, is laid cloſe to the ſkin in regular layers all o- 
ver the body, to deſtroy the vermin that breed on ſheep, and 
rote& the animal againſt the inclemency of the weather. 
This operation, no doubt, leſſens the value of the wool, but it 
s found to be abſolutely neceſſary. The fleeces thus impreg- 

tated with tar and butter, are ſhorn about the middle of ſum- 
ner, and lately ſold at 6s. and 6s. 6d. per ſtone: a great 
art of them is ſent to the manufacturing towns in Yorkſhire; 


,ariſk Nome to the north of Scotland; a ſmall part is manufactured 
1 and Huto coarſe cloth for family uſe, and ſome is ſpun into yarn, 
early ad fold in that ſtate, Several attempts have been made to 
f the prove the ſtaple of wool in this pariſh, by introducing an 


Engliſh breed of ſheep, from thoſe belonging to Mr. Bake- 
well; but they were found not to anſwer, as they were very 
unhealthy 
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: unhealthy, and never arrived to the bre or Tatneſs of the i 12 


tive ſheep. Mr. Tweedie of Oliver, however, a reſpeQabl, b 
| Heritor in this pariſh, has found the Cheviot . as n fic 

as s the native. ch 
5 - Population, —_ The population of this pariſh has decreaſell (+ 

_ conſiderably. About yo years ago, the lands were occupiel 

by 26 tenants, but the farms have fince that period been gr 

dually enlarged in extent, and of courſe diminiſhed in num th 

ber; even of the 15 to which they are now reduced, ſo mM 
ny are engroſſed in the hands of the ſame perſons, and theft ed 
often ſettled in other pariſhes, that there are only 3 farmen re 

at preſent reſident in the whole pariſh. The whole numb x 
of dwelling houſes is only 51, and of theſe 3 are inns, fituatef ci 
at the Crook, Beild, and Tweedſhaws, upon the high-wy 

from Edinburgh to Moffat, Dumfries, &c. which paſs 

through this pariſh along the banks of the Tweed, and is of 
ten, (eſpecially in that part of its extent which lies withu 
this pariſh), in a very bad ſtate, but will now meet with! 

' thorough repair. The whole number of fouls, at preſent in. 
the pariſh, is only 227; the return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, wall el 
397, ſo that there is a decreaſe of 170. Before the prada 
of inoculation was introduced, the ſmall pox frequently car 4 

| ried off great numbers of the children. The inhabitants dM c; 


 Tweedſmuir are in general ſtout and healthy, and many li 
to an advanced age. During the laft 10 years, there har 
been 77 baptiſms, 33 marriages, and 56 burials. 


Church, School, and Poor. — The church was built in 16: 
The ſtipend was paid ſome years ago, partly in grain, al 
partly in money; but an equitable converſion having been“ 
greed upon, at the rate of 12 8. 6d.aboll for the grain, the whole 


Ripend 1 is now paid 1 in money, and amounts to 75 1. Sterliat 
2-76 
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the nz. 
ecabl, 
] hard 


year. The Duke of Queenſberry i is patron ; the lands i in the 
tides. The poor are aſſiſted by the weekly collections at 


I boilt; the heritors fixed the ſalary at 100 merks Scotch, but 
creaſe the ſcholars are few in number. | 
ccupie 
en gr. 


n num 


Autiquitie.=—Sowe remains of ; antiquity are to be ſeen in 
this pariſh, near the highway; and a few miles above the 
Beild there are ſeveral cairns, which have probably been raiſ- 
ed over ſome ancient graves* : Veſtiges of ancient caſtles ſtill 
remain at Oliver; at Fruid, where a family of the name of 


ſo ma. 
id theſe 
farmen 


numbeſ Fraſer formerly reſided ; and at Hackſhaw, the ſeat of the an- 
ſituate cient Re; of the Porteouſes, e 
gh- way 5 7 3a | e „ 
pa fe Vor. VIIL 1 NUMBER 

d is ol. 5 5 


with 
| win * Near Nether Menzion, on the banks of the river Fruid, is the grave of Mas 
eſent it rion Chiſholm, who is ſaid to have come hither from Edinburgh, while the 


5 55 Wi plague was raging there, and to have communicated the peſtilential infection to 
praQict the inhabitants of rhree different farms in the pariſh, viz. Nether Menzion, Glen- 


cothe, and Fruid, by means of a bundle of clothes, which ſhe brought with her; 
in conſequence of which, a number of perſons died, and were buried in the ruins | 
of their houſes, which their neighbours pulled down upon their dead bodies. 
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pariſh belong to 7 different heritors, of whom only 1 re- 


church ; a ſchool was lately inſtituted, and a ſchool houſe es 
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PARTON OF Ani 
(County aud Synod of Argyll—Preſoytery of Inverary.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Hven CanrBELL. 


Origis if the Name. . 


Rorr Highland pariſhes, diſtant from the ſcenes of 
great and memorable events, backward in moſt kinds 
of improvements, particularly in agriculture, and without trade 
or manufactures, cannot be expected to furniſh much matter 
for ſtatiſtical inquiry.—The name of this pariſh is, and has 


been Kilmartin, as far back as either record or tradition can | 


trace it, It is ſuppoſed to have been given; in memory of 
| fome reputed ſaint, in a diſtant period of Chriſtianity, Such 
etymologies of names, particularly thoſe of ancient burial 
places, which were generally places of worſhip, are not un- 
common. In this country, ſuch places were called Kill. 
Kilmartin was therefore the burial pince. of St. en and 
 provunly alſo his reſidence, 


Extent, Surface, Soil, Climate, Se. The form of the pa- 
riſh is oblong, running from S. W. to N. E. Its length i 
from 11 to 12 miles, and its greateſt breadth about 3 miles 
The appearance of the country in the lower, or 8. W. end of 
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the a, is rather hilly than mountainous, with ache and 

paſture grounds intermixed. Some of the hills being covered 
with green, and others with ſhort heath, are conſidered as 
good paſture for cattle. The upper or N. E. end is much 


| higher land, more adapted to paſture than tillage, (though it 


contains a conſiderable extent of arable ground), and, till of 
late, has been occupied as ſuch. The ſoil in the lower end is 
rather light, yet fertile, producing what are here confidered 
as good crops. In the upper end it is deeper, yet the land 
being high and cold, the grain 1s late in ripening and ill fill- 
ed, The valley, from the church of Kilmartin, to Lochow, is 


one of the moſt beautiful in the Highlands, The rocks co- 


yered on each fide with trees to their ſummits, form a pic- 


tureſque appearance; and the luxuriance of the wood ſhews | 
that planting of every ſort would thrive well. 
mate does not differ much from other parts of the country ; 
but although wet, is not unhealthy. Agues are ſeldom 
known, nor are there any pulmonary complaints. Fevers, of 
the low and nervous ſort, are found amongſt the lower claſs, 
ariſing from want of cleanlineſs, and from a poor diet. The 
ſoil is fertile, and yields good crops of barley, There is a 
large tract of moſs near Crinan, which is very improveable; 
and the proprietor, Mr. Malcolm of Poltalloch, much to his 
credit, intends, it is ſaid, to let it out in ſmall portions to 


| tenants, for improving it, which will be of great uſe, both by 


increaſing population, and by ſetting an example, worthy to 
be followed, in other you of the e 


Lakes, Oc.— The wks conſiderable take in this pariſh is 
Lochow, a part of which forms a boundary between it and 
Glaſrie to the N. E. for about 6 miles. The whole lake is 


A to be 24 miles in length; but i it 1s not broad in 


M2 any 
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and when cut up, two ſmall trouts were taken out of it 
8 entire, one of them meaſuring 12 inches, the other 10. 
This fiſhing, however, has not hitherto been ſo very produc- 
tive, as to make it an object worthy of much public notice. 


called Loch Craigniſh. The ſea, by which the ſouth part of 


the end of Loch Craigniſh, (lieh are fine flat ſand), and a few 


lines, but not in great quantities; though they are very uſe- 


within a mile or two of the coaſt, during the ſummer, which 
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any part, It abounds with trouts and ſalmon. The fiſhing, to 
a certain extent, is the property of an heritor of this pariſh, 
There is a pecular ſpecies of fiſh in it, called black trout, 
- which are ſhort and thick, black in the ſkin, and red in the 
fiſh, The incumbent has ſeen one of them that weighed 161h, 


Sea Coaft and Fiſh, —The extent of coaſt will be from # to 
8 miles, nearly 8. and N., formed by an arm of the ſex, 


this pariſh and North Knapdale is bounded to the W. and 
N. W., is formed into a ſtrait by the Iſland of Jura, which 
divides it from the Weſtern Ocean. The ſhore is, for 
the moſt part, high and rocky, except the Bay of Crinan, and 


other ſmaller creeks. 


There is a ſpecies of fiſh taken on this —_ which goes 
by the general name of Grey fiſh. They are of different 
fizes, moſt of them much larger than herrings. They are 
generally caught in the evening and morning, with rods and 


ful, contributing not only to the ſupport of thoſe, who reſide 
is the ſcareeſt ſeaſon, but affording them alſo light in the win- 


ter by their oil. There are likewiſe in the Bay of Crinan, cod, 
ling, turbot, ſoles,» &c. in great abundance; but the people 


are not ſkilful in catching them. —Herrings are frequently 
taken in Loch Craigniſh and Loch Crinan, though not to any 
great extent; alſo the fineſt oyſters that are any where to be 


found, and in great plenty, In the former, about 6 years 
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nature of it), is found to give good crops of bear. 


much from N. to S., and the reverſe. 


a fair wind to take them round the Mull of Kintyre. 


of Kilmartin. © 9 


ago, there were e about 5001, worth of berrings Krug OY by from 5 
20 to 30 boats, in the courſe of 4 or 5 weeks, (though moſt of 
them were ill provided with nets or ſkilful hands), and ſold 
in the country, at from 10 d. to Is. the hundred. They gene- 
rally appear upon the ooaſt from July to Auguſt. The other 
ſea animals, are, ſeals, peltocks, otters, and ſome {mall whales, = 
that come to the coaſt in purſuit of the herrings, 
The ſea weed, uſeful for manure, and driven aſhore by the 
ſtorms, is a ſort of long graſs, called ſea graſs ; it is generally 
uſed for potatoes; and when laid on in large quantities, gives 
middling crops of that root. There is alſo a weed, called 
tangle, ſometimes made into kelp, which is a richer manure, 
and, when moderately laid on, and not often repeated, (with- 
out a mixture of ſome cooling ſtuff, to correct the hot ſcalding 
The kelp. 
is not ſo conſiderable, as miglit be expected from the extent of 
ſhore, for it produces only from 10 to 12 tons yearly.— The 
courſe of the tides, upon the ſhore and adjacent ſea, is pretty 
The coaſt of this pa- 
riſh does not lie in the courſe of veſſels; but the excellent 


harbour of Crinan invites them to anchor 1 in it . There are 


ſeveral 


* Loch Crinan is not only the beſt harbour of this pariſh, but is . 
| In this harbour, al- 
moſt the whole of the buſs herring fleet anchor, in their voyages to and from the 
fiſhing ground, beſides a vaſt number of veſſels from Great Britain and Ireland; 
and they are frequently detained in this harbour, for ſeveral weeks, waiting for 


as the beſt upon a great tract of the weſtern coaſt. 


By a ſurvey recently 
made, it has been found practicable, to make a navigable canal for large ſea- 
built veſſels, from this to Loch Gilp, which is only 5 miles acroſs. And Mr. 


Rennie, an eminent engineer, who ſurveyed it, is of opinion, that it may be 


made, at a very moderate expence, and with plenty of water for boats and 
barges, as well as large veſſels. It is hardly poſlible to expreſs the aſtoniſhing 
advantages, with which the opening of this communication will be attended to 
| the 
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ſeveral iſlands belonging to this pariſh ; but only 2 of then 


| harbours for coaſting veſſels.— The lower end of this pariſh, 
upon the Bay of Crinan, and contiguous to the place of the 


for a village, there being ſome arable land, with a great ex. 
tent of low flat moſs coming to the ſhore, which might no 
only furniſh convenient fuel, but could be eafily improvel 
by draining, and with the advantage of ſhell ſand, which is in 


by affording a ready market for all the productions of the Weſtern Iſles, it wil 
invite the people to purſue a variety of kinds of induſtry, to which they hare 
| hitherto been ſtrangers. Above all, it will enable them to ſupply themſchn 
with ſalt and coals; and if the duty were taken off the laſt, and rock ſalt allow 


' ſoil, to try their fortunes in America. A ſubſcription is ſet on foot for this in 


trade is conſidered, there is reaſon to believe, that it will repay the ſubſcribe 
very liberally for the ſums they may advance. If that ſhould take place, 


feet above the ſurface, placed in a line, though rather irregular. They are lb 
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are any thing conſiderable ; with ſome bays or creeks, ſafe 


propoſed canal, is conſidered by many as a proper fituation 


great 


the people of this part of the kingdom. It will not only enable the inhabitant, 
to avoid entirely the very dangerous paſſage round the Mull of Kintyre, but, 


ed to be imported, the people in theſe countries would be as happy as they ar 
now miſerable, and they would be under no temptation of leaving their native 


portant purpoſe; and there is little doubt, that, from the ſpirited exertions non 
making, a ſufficient ſum will be raifed. And, when the great magnitude of the 


communication for boats, could be made from thence to Lochow, which is only 
5 miles diſtant, and would open an extenſive and fertile country of near 32 mile; 
and be of great advantage, to the landed property, of that part of the county d 


There are no monuments of antiquity, but ſome cairns or heaps of ſtones 
Though theſe are to. be met with in many parts of the country, yet they at 
more frequent in the lower end of this pariſh, which, being near a ſafe harbout 
and conſidered as a good ſpot of land, js ſuppoſed to have given occaſion t! 
many diſputes and quarrels; and tradition points out theſe cairns, as the burid 
places of thoſe of the lower claſs, who fell in ſuch conflicts. Near ſome of thel 
cairns, there are a number of great ſtones, ſtanding upon end, from 6 to 8, or 1 
marked, by the ſame ſource, as the places where thoſe of greater note have bc 8 
lag, but without any figure or character. | 
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great abundance, would yield good crops, and afford employment 
Gn Ml and ſubſiſtence to ſettlers. The introduction of manufaQtures, 
rin. (it is apprehended), would not be difficult, there being an eaſy 
f th communication with the Low Country. It is alſo at no great 
ation I diſtance from the fiſhing ſtations ; and there is hardly a year, 
at ex. but there are herrings from July to Auguſt, and ſometimes 
at na later, in moſt of the bays and creeks upon the weſt coaſt of 
Argyll.— There is a ſalmon fiſhing on the bay of Crinan, the 


them 


'Troved | | 1 5 
TR property of Mr, Malcolm of Poltalloch. It has not, hitherto, 
92 been very productive. The fiſh, are generally ſold in the 


reat 8 | 
8 country, freſh, from 14 d. to 2 d. the pound; but it might be 
abitant greatly extended, by ſpirited management, which, there is every 
're, but, reaſon to think, will be the caſe, both in regard to fiſhing and 5 
» it nüt lands, under the active and public ſpirited . — has | 
hey have =; 
lately mu that . 


emſelve 
It allow 

they at 
eir native 


Mineral _ Floods 3 is a copper mine, which bas 
been wrought upon for ſome years, in the property of Mr. 
Campbell of Kilmartin : the company who had taken it, be- 
ing diſſolved, it has been diſcontinued for ſome time, without 
aſcertaining its value, though the appearance was judged 
favourable, —Coals would be a happy diſcovery. There are 
no land floods, except the overflowings of a ſmall water, 
which runs through a valley for about 6 miles, and falls in- 
to the ſea at Crinan; it unites with a larger river, which 
partly divides this pariſh from Knapdale and Glaſrie, about 
half a mile before it falls into the fea. There are ſeveral cu- 
rious rocks of limeſtone, of the ſchiſtus kind, which are e 
qually convenient for ain and manure. 
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tions NOW 
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ch is only 
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Animals —Quadrupeds of the wild kind are foxes, hares, 
badgers, wild cats, pole-cats, weaſles, Native birds are black 
cocks, and irn in the hill; erows, pyots, and wild 


pigeons 
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pigeons in the low undd with different kinds of hawks 
and a few eagles. Upon the ſhore, ſea-maws, with various 
ſorts of ducks, and migratory birds: woodcocks appeat 
early in winter, and diſappear in ſpring; alſo ſwans on 
the fea and lakes. Thoſe fowls, called widgeons, appear 
early in ſpring, if the ſeaſon is mild, and diſappear a. 
bout the middle or latter end of autumn, as the weather iz 
moderate, or otherwiſe, There are ſome good black cattle 
both in point of ſhape and ſize, which are reared from a fey 
ſtocks in this pariſh, and fetch at the rate of, from 7 1. to gl, 
the « cow . 1 een n ſell i in proportion. 


Population. — There are no records, by which the ſtate of 
: this pariſh, with regard to population, can be traced very far 

back; the general belief is, that it has decreaſed between 7: 
and 80 ſouls within theſe laſt 20 years“. — The increaſe how- 
ever within theſe 40 years is conſiderable. The preſent num- 
ber of ſouls (all of whom reſide 1 in the country), is as follows 


Males, PER (i 02 ＋ . 5 
SL TL 
The number returned to Dr. Webſler in 1755, was, — 1139 
Increaſe, « 39 

| Average 

* What has affected the population moſt, within that period, is, the laying out 
ſome lands entirely in paſture ; 2 or 3 farms being now thrown into the hand 
of one grazier, which were formerly poſſeſſed, ſome by 4, and ſome by 8 tenant 
each, but are now the reſidence only of a herd or two: And at the end of tht 
leaſes, which are very ſhort in this country, (being only from 5 to 7 years vil 
the lower order of tenants), ſuch farms as are adapted to it are, almoſt always 
laid out in pafture. This has not operated, however, ſo much againſt population 
in general, as againſt a particular claſs of the inhabitants. It reduces the numb 
ol the tenants, but it adds to that of the cottagers, as they are often kept, vp" 
ſome of the farms, that are laid out in paſture. But although this may in part make 


up the deficiency in population, brought on by this mode of occupying lands; 


yet, upon the whole, it is found, that there has been ſome decreaſe in the num. 
ber of inhabitants ſince the commencement of it, or within theſe 20 years. 


ver 


um! 
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wks, Lvcrage of: births for eee e Perfons winder 10 years of age, 443 5 
1100 | preceding 17 %%,,j/890%4ͥõ 308 from Io to 20, = 257 | 
| - of marriages for the fame from 20 to 50, = 640 
DPCar period *, Hi ho - II — from 50 to 70, - 162 
8 Of — of children produced by from jo te 8g, 36 
ppeat each, OE vv | * | ea 
I umber of bachelors above 20 85 
herz Varg af age t. 70 
dattle, Situation of the AE IL | Number of Families. Average of Perſons 
a few inhabitants. FFF Tot Cn winger In cacb. 2 
enants t,. - - 100 = - 8 
roſters &, — — - N 24 = 3 0 
| otters ||, or cottagers — Las ; 33 - e 3 5 nearly 
— ß SC Ts 
Ty far V or, V e f dr - 2 5 15 e ns 


en 70 | 
ha + There is no reg? e of 5 4 There are i ſow above 8 4 5 _ pari ; 2 . 55 
U 4s 90. 
num- 


o + The proportion of bachelors to the 1 merit is about 6 to 1: of 


ze latter to the whole population, as 1 to 19; and of the births, as I to 50. 
{The tenants, particularly of arable farms, have but ſmall poſſeſſions, only 
te fourth part of a farm, or what is called here a her/e-gang; ſo that there are 
ncrally 4 upon every farm, and ſometumes 6 and 8 when it is a large one, 
he work of the farm is carried on in common among the whole tenants, with 
cir wives and children. They ſeldom employ any ſervants, and ſuch ouly 0 oc- 
lonally, when their children are not of age to give any aſſiſtance. 


153 


II; 
300 
verage 
5 The crofter is tenant of a ſtill ſmaller poſſeſſion. He occupies a piece of 
able land, marked out for himſelf, which may be, from x, to 2, or 3 acres, 
lough not generally meaſured, with graſs for x or 2 cows, in common with the 
tle of the next farm. It were to be wiſhed that this mode would become more 
neral, and the croſts made larger, as it is found, that a piece of land, in the 
anagement of 1 man, with ordinary care and induſtry, will make it more 


0 
ductive, in Deren than a larger extent, when under the direction of a 
eater number. | 


ying out 
the hand 
$ tenants 
nd of the 
ears witl 
ſt alway) 
opulatiol 


ce numbe 8 | | 

ept, ua The cotters are the mob numerous claſh, in which are comprehended the 
part make po the day labourers, the old infirm reduced tenants, and ſeveral widows. 
oy lands; © Cotter poſſeſſes only a ſmall houſe and garden, ſometimes without a cow's 


raſs, and even potatos land, but what he muſt purchaſe from the tenants. Hs 
18 


the num: 


Years. 
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| A Taylors, 5 7 e 5 11 | Shoemakegs, bo 1 tter 
Wits Weavers, = „ 26 ik, 4 +<.:*-- 

"i A 1 /// VR TIE am 

il Houſe carpenters, : LS Salmon fiſher, = os hilk 

A | Boat carpenter, 3 6 1 Apprentice, ** nde 

bj Plough and cart maker, e Men ſervants *, _ 3 lat 
e . „„ „ Wann,, — 


"Climate: and Diſa/e—The climate is rather rainy; 5 
1 inhabitants depend more upon temperance and exerei 
than phyſic, for health. There are none of the faculty ther 


N 
fore in the pariſh, though ſome reſide at no great diſtan e 
There are no deſtruQtve epidemical diſtempers, but the ſmali re: 
pox and meaſles, The danger of the former is nearly daft... 


away by inoculation (which is become pretty general her 
6 and that e would be Rall il hols, if the lower people paid mot 
| attenti 


zs independent of the tenants, for the farm on which he reſides, holding his 
| ſeſſion from the proprietor, to whom his rent and ſervices are payable, The d 
and infirm, being reckoned in this order, makes the average of their famil 
fall lower. There may be about 20 young lads, who hire themſelves for it 
north fiſhing yearly, and return to the pariſh when it is over; chere being! 
veſſels from this place at that fiſhing. 
Between 20 and 25 years ago, at different periods, about 40 familise 
tenants have been deprived of their poſſeſſions by a number of large farms 
ing laid out into paſture. By the common calculation, this would diminiſh t 
population about 200. But upon many of the farms, ſome of the former pd 
ſeſſors are retained as cotters, and others are put in, to preſerve the houſes, 0 
biggings, as they are called, in caſe it might be found neceſſary, at ſome ſutu 
period, to return to the former mode of occupying the farms by ſmall tenas 
particularly farms adapted for tillage. By theſe means, the loſs which popu 
tion would otherwiſe ſuſtain, is, in a conſiderable degree, made up. | 


* As the gentry in this pariſh are but few, and the reſiding heritors {till fene 
there are not many ſervants, and even theſe are occaſionally employed as labot* 
ing ſervants, particularly during harveſt and hay making. 


j 


tention to the regimen of their children upon theſe occa- 
: 905. There is another complaint which prevails among 
s hildren, and generally thoſe about 12 years of age and 
. nder, called the hooping cough. It is exceedingly ſevere, and 
* Wrrcticularly dangerous, when it attacks very young children. 
: t is generally very lingering. The continuance and ſeverity 
Pk it, may conſiderably depend, TOR the ſeaſon of | the e year ; 
ny; nen it comes on. 
exerell | 
N ; ther Wood, Cattle, fe. —The natural wood wits conſiſts molly 
diſtanhe oak and aſh, with ſome birch and hazel, but not to any : 
e (malt extent, Within theſe 2 5 years, at different periods, 
rly do co. ooo trees, it is ſaid, have been planted upon one gentle. 
2 an's property, of different kinds of fir, oak, aſh, beech, elm, 
a1d mot 


nd a variety of other trees. Upon a few other properties, 
atten cre 0 been alſo ſome planted, 10s to a leſs extent. ; 


he cattle in this A of the different . may Black Cattle, Horſes, Sheep 
amount to, = - „ — - - 1800 350 60 5 

or theſe, there may be in the belton of the ſmall = 

tenants, in parcels on the different farms, about = 1000 280 1300 ; 


ng his pd 
2. Thed 
eir family 
es for ti | 
he reſt are in the hands of the e graziers, and the principal 5 


pckimen . 


e being! 


families 


1 88 and Produce.— There is no general ſurvey of 


his pariſh; though a few of the heritors have got their eſtates 
neaſured, yet neither the arable, nor the paſture ground, is laid 
dut by meaſure. The arable land is divided into in-field and out- 5 
ed; the in- field into three equal parts; in one of theſe there is 
dear, in another oats, and the third is moſtly in potatoes. Next 
ſear, the bear follows the potatoes, oats the former bear, and 
e N2 \ potatoes 


iminiſh ti 
ormer pd 

houſes, 6 
ome fut 
all tena0 


ich popu 


ſtill fene 
| as labol! 
* There is a part of this pariſh which does not winter black catt] c, yet ſum- 
ers about 200, which are not in the above enumeration, 
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potatoes the diviſion which was laſt in oats. -This wml 


Pr 
is continued from year to year; the manure being gener fide 1 
lime, and the dung the cattle makes in winter. The out 
field, is allowed to lie ley, or in paſture, for 2 years, and ill 
milk cattle and ſheep are folded upon it: Then there u The 
running crops of oats, and ſometimes 3, taken of it, andi The 
ſame reſt, and cropping 1s continued, being the general pro 
of agriculture in this eountry. There is no graſs ſeed { | 
8 3 3 RE SO ET bay 
but by 1 gentleman; and the extent of land is not aſcertain 60 
Pe . 25 0 1 3 | 4 
The pariſh ſupplies the inhabitants with beef, mutton, but 1 
8 ; ; 85 
and cheeſe; but it hardly does fo in meal for 7 months oft 5 
55 3 : and 
year, and the bear, being all diſtilled into whiſky, occaſions a0 
. EY . | . ment! 
ſiderable quantity of that grain to be imported. The time of {x 
. DI | 23 . 5 7 | end 
ing oats, is from the beginning of April to the middle of 
| eſtat 
the potatoe planting begins then; and bear from the 8th tot . 
in 
th of May. The bear is begun to be cut towards the 5A 
iſtr 
ter end of Auguſt, and the oats about the middle or en 6 
| . | | ou 
September, and ſometimes in Oftober.—As the ſouth en F | 
the pariſh, lies moſtly upon the ſhore, near a good harbour 
is equally calculated for tillage and paſture. The arable 
(which is conſidered among the beſt in this part of the eu 40 
| | . * 5 : . = | | - | d 0 
try), lying low, and ripening pretty early, with the mate T! 
for improving it almoſt upon every field, ſuch as lime and e 
and moſs, with the appearance of marl in different p Vill 
though hitherto not much tried. The north end i is cone“ 
d he beſt paſture land“. = 
c ng the be pa ure lan | Fx 
Prop any 
| | OY | . bour, 
»The wages of male ſervants, in the different kinds of huſbandry or de pole, 
tic work, by the year, is from 61 to 71. ; of female ſeryants, from 508. U of m 
only, in harveſt, a female may make from 25s. to 30s. for 3 months. I land, 
wages are conſidered as high here; and the riſe being within theſe ſew! S keg 
is imputed to the different improvements going on in the Low Count!) The 


pariſh being nearly a day's journey to it, and many of the ſervants ach 
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. Proprietors and Rent. There are 12 beritörd $- only 3 re- 
Gde in the pariſh, wherevy- above 1 of the rent 18 Thane. 


Otati 
neral 
le 01 out of it. 


The valued rent is about — L. 3643 3 © Scotch; 


e Ate 0 7 
The real rent about . 3453 © © Sterling. 


and i 
pro 
d {o 
rtain 
„ butt 


8 oft 


One e gentleman's property in the ſouth extremity, upon the 
bay of Crinan, conſiſting of 3822 acres, of which 1026 are 


and may be greatly improved by cultivating the moſs above 
NS ac | | 


of fa 
e ok! 
h tot 

the 
r end 
h end 
rbout, 
ble ln 


he col 


end of the pariſh, conſiſts of extenſive hill land. The whole 


diſtrict uncertain, but it is believed by the proprietor to be 
about 7000. The valued rent is 4101. 13 8. Scotch; the real 


| improvements nor manufactures to afford it. 
Nate There are 42 ploughs, I to every farm, though there may be 6 more farms, 
imelt 
it plat 


conlil 


will not conſiſt of above a boll or two, of a kind of ſmall black bearded corn, or 


ber, who plough little more than what ſerves the cattle in ſevere winters. 


vp 
bour, went to the wood, and took ſuch ſticks as had a natural caſt for his pur- 
y or dn poſe, which being joined in a moſt clumſy manner, without the leaſt knowledge 
50 8.00 


hs. land, indeed, but with great labour both to man and horſe. There is now 


len © "<gular bred plough-maker, who has been ſettled in the pariſh theſe 6 years. 
ountn, The kind uſed, is the common plough, drawn by four horſes a- breaſt, the driver, 
acqul With his face to the horſes, going backwards. There are only I2 carts, theſe 
implements of huſbandry not being as yet much uſed roy the tenants, 


arable, is valued at 1089 l. 7 s. Scotch; the real rent is about 
1501. Sterling. This is the principal property i in the pariſh, 


mentioned. Another gentleman's property, on the north 
eſtate was ſurveyed ; but I farm of it being 1 in the neighbour- 
ing pariſh, makes the exact number of acres belonging to this 

rent 


with the wages there, mat" have bavedking near it, though thers are one # 


and extenſive as to hill, they can hardly be ſaid to have a plough, as their ſowing | 
oats, for feeding cattle in winter. There are about Io or 12 of the above Num 
About 15 years ago, there was a plough- maker almoſt in every other farm. 


Any perſon, who conſidered himſelf poſſeſſed of greater ſagacity than his neigh- 


of mechanical principles, formed what was called a plough. It tore up the 
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rent is rather above 8001. Sterling. The great riſe in thi 


Property has taken place within theſe 4 years ; and there has 


been nearly the ſame proportion with regard to the riſe of 
reht in the reſt of the paſture and arable land. The great 
demand for black cattle, and the ſheep ſtocks, brought the ex. 
tenſive hill land (the greateſt part of which is covered with 
heath), into repute, which, about 40 years ago, and even af. 
ter that period, was very low rented, as of little value to 
either poſſeſſor or proprietor. On this property, there is about 
600.1. ſaid to be laid out in ſtone dikes. The rent of cot 
Houſes, the only kind that are let, will be from 10s. to 15s, 
without either graſs or potatoe land: The ſervices are 12 
days with their victuals; but there being few reſiding heri. 
tors, theſe ſervices are moſtly commuted to both cotters and 
| tenants, the cotters for 6 d. Her day, the tenants for 1s. ; they 
ä being {t11], „ever, liable for r ſervices with horſes, 


Stock ** Prodiies: GAs to the average ak of the 125 


ſtock, it is not eaſy aſcertained with any great accuracy, the 
| Knowing ones, in that way, differing in opinion; yet, at a me- 
dium, it may be from 4 l. to 4 1. 10 s. the cow, of 3 years old 
and upwards ; the horſes from 7 I. to 81. above 2 years old ; 


the ſhcep in the ſtock way, being the black faced kind, about 


128.; The ſmall tenants ſheep, being of an inferior kind, 
from 5 s. 6 d. to 65, Wool, clean and tarred, 7 s. the ſtone, 
of 24 Englith pounds; cheeſe, 5s. when ſoft and green; 
butter, 12 8. the ſtone: Common fowls, a hen, 6 d., the cock, 
4 d.; the dozen of eggs, 2d. The laſt articles ſeem upon 
the riſe; there being a weekly packet from Loch Gilp to Green- 
ock, which brought on a conſiderable demand. As to the 
annual produce, it can hardly be aſcertained with any degree 
of accuracy, the land not being laid out by acres, nor the 
people very exact as to the quantity of ſeed they ſow; but 
from 


of Kilmartin. we 03 


from the beſt information that can be got, the lower, « or S. W. 


end of the pariſh, the principal arable part of it (being nearly 

one half of the valued rent, and two-fifths of the real), may 
ſow 540 bolls white oats, and 80 bolls bear: T he produce does 
not exceed 34 ſeeds of oats ; and in bear, generally about 5; or 
6 ceturns. The boll of oats ſells, at from 158. to 25. accord- 


ing to the quality; the bear, from 20 8. to 225. The mea- 


ſure, is reckoned larger, by nearly 2 pecks, than the Linlithgow | 


boll. There are conſiderable crops of potatoes, not that the 


increaſe is great, but large quantities being planted, ſome in 
the drilled way, the boll of them generally ſells, from 5 8. to 
6s., in autumn and winter. There is no regular meaſure for 


them, 3 barrels (herring gauge), being reckoned nearly a 


boll, When they fail, the tenants are much at a lofs, being 
under the neceſſity of ufing, for the ſupport of their families, 


the vital that was ee for the rent. 


F rent of i Ga acconiing to their quality 


and extent, may be from 401. to 801. They are poſſeſſed, the 


ſmaller farms by 4, and the larger by 6, and ſome times 8 tenants. 
The ſtock or holding of cheſe farms, may be, from 24 to 48 
cows, beſides ſome young cattle; from 30 to 60 ſheep; and 


from 8 to 12 horſes, according to their different extents. The 
ſowing is much in the ſame proportion; oats, from 20 to 45 


bolls; bear, from 3 to 6 bolls. What is called bear here, is 
greatly inferior to the Low Country bariey. It would be 
the intereſt of the tenant to reduce his ſtock at leaſt a fourth, 


as, by the preſent management, there is neither milk nor rear- 


ing in proportion to the number of cattle. When young, 
they are at ſhort allowance as to milk, and pinched in graſs 
when further advanced ; fo that few of them turn out to be 


good cattle, This holds good, however, only with regard to 


the cattie of the {mail cenants, 


Church, 
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Stat ifical e, 


Obureb. —The "FLY as di by e in the 5 year 
1765, is 000 1. Scotch, including communion elements; 3 
_ "conſiderable part being in victual, make it, communibus anni, 
about 1001. Sterling, with the glebe, which is ſuppoſed to be 
legal as to extent, with 4 ſoums graſs, in common with the 
| eattle of the farm. The graſs is not conſidered as worth 103, 


each ſoum, in the year, notwithſtanding the great rent of graſs 


lands, that a cow's graſs cannot be got below 25 and 30s. on 
ſome of the paſture farms. —The Duke of Argyll is patron, 
The church was built in the year 1601. 


The walls are ſtrong, 
but the plan is incommodious. 


It is a long narrow ſtripe, 
and has had no reparation or improvement ſince it was built, 


except giving it a new roof. The pulpit is a curioſity, and 1s 
It is an old Gothic 


thought not to be matched in Scotland. 

ſtructure of ſtones and lime, about 7 feet from the level of the 
floor, and is coeval with the church. The manſe was built in 
the year 1789, and is a tolerable commodious houſe, 


Schools and Poor.—There is a parochial ſchool, with a fi- 
lary of 141. 48., made up by 6d. on the pound valuation, and 
mortified money, beſides ſeſſion emoluments and quarter wages. 
The number of ſcholars will be, in winter, from 80 to 90 
but fewer in ſummer. There is alſo a ſociety ſchool, with 91. 
| falary, attended by about 40 ſcholars in winter. The taſte 
here does not run much on the learned languages, there being 
few gentlemen's children.—The number of poor upon the pa- 
- Tiſh liſt, is generally from 28 to 32. There is no eſtabliſhed 


fund for them beſides the church collections; and in a country 


pariſh, where there are but few gentry, and the lower claſs 
of tenants rather poor, and rarely having money in their hands, 
the collection muſt be very inconſiderable. The principal 


tackſmen do not reſide. This ſmall fund, may, with the {a- 
cramental collection, amount to 101, or 121, a-year, and is diſ- 
5 tributed, 


of Kilmarti oj 


ſhoes, or ſome piece of clothes. They get their ſubſiſtence 


able to labour for their bread, than many of thoſe who ſerve 
comfortable, and thoſe who are able, made to contribute 1 in 
ſome ets to their o own ſupport. | 

Pillage, Fuel, Ah are no villages, except Kilmar- 


ings, It has a commodious inn, fituated upon the great road 


upon the coaſt *, there are few ſeafaring people, as there 1s 


and below Duntroon Caſtle, has good anchorage, and ſafe from 
all winds, with eaſy acceſs to veſſels of any burden.—The 
fuel commonly uſed is peats, a moſt precarious firing in this 


* No Kips have been wrecked on this coaſt in the memory of any now liv- 


driven aſhere in the bay of Crinan, with their cargoes. They were foreign 


ertion of humanity and — thong had there been occaſion, it would not 
have been wanting, 


tributed, at ſtated times, and will only enable to get a pair of 


by begging from door to door; and, not being confined to their 
own pariſhes, come in great numbers from moſt corners of the 
kingdom. Among them there are many ſturdy beggars, more 


them. It were to be wiſhed, that ſome plan were adopted, by 
which the condition of real objects might be rendered more 


tis, which is the place of worſhip, and other parochial meet- 


| from the ſouth end of Kintyre, by Tarbert and Lochgilp, and 
leading to Fort William, by Craigniſh and Lorn. It has 3 
markets in the year, 1 for black cattle, and 2 for horſes, where 
the country people gather from 15 to 20 miles round, with 
webs of linen and woollen clothes, and ſuch ſmall parcels of 
lint, as can be ſpared from their families. Although fituated 


no trade to employ them. The harbour behind Ilan. da-vain, | 
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ing, though, within theſe 10 years, there were 4 veſſels, of conſiderable ſize, 


veſſels, and ignorant of the coaſt; but the beach and ground are ſo excellent, that 
they were got off without any farther damage, but the loſs of a little time, and 
ſome trifling expence: ſo that there was no occaſion for any extraordinary ex- | 
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: rainy climate; There are few cots ſold, as ; people generalh 
_ endeavour to make their own; but when they are, the ordi. 
nary priee is from 20d. to 28. the cart, according to the time 
they are bought, in harveſt or ſpring. The cart may fur 
niſn 1 ures. to an ordinary r for 5 or 6 * N 


Character, Gerne PIT ah in on. are. of a middlin 
ſize, ſquat, and pretty ſtrong made, though not very remarkable 
for extraordinary ſtrength. They are from 5+ feet to 5 feet 10 
inches, few of them 6 feet. In general, they are diſpoſed to.ingul. 
try, if it were properly directed. They are little attached to x 
military life ; but when induced to enter into the ſervice, 
they have turned out good ſoldiers, and become even fond of 

the profeſſion. The few gentry here, live genteelly, without 
being extravagant. The other claſs of the inhabitants, are 
economiſts from neceſſity ; their only luxury being a little 
whiſky occaſionally, which excites ſome mirth and glee, 

Their general character, however, is ſobriety. They com. 
plain of a difficulty in making up their rents, and conſequent- 

iy, they muſt pinch themſelves in ſome of the comforts, or 
even neceſſaries, of life; yet, upon the . whole, they ſeem 
cheerful and contented. | 


Bie ea kb writer of this article will not pre: 
fame to lay, whether the rent of farms here, may or may not 
be too high; but he will venture to affert, that the proprietors 
of arable farms, do not put them in that condition, which 
would enable the tenant to make the moſt of them, They are 
indeed generally incloſed, as to their limits or boundaries with 

the neighbouring farms, but all within, is one great open. 
The leaſes given, being only from 7 to 9 years, and {ome 
even ſhorter, are conſidered as a diſcouragement to 1mprove- 


ment. Few of the ſmall tenants of arable farms here, can at- 
ford 
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ford to lay ont much money upon their ſarms ; but even if 
any of them ſhould have the ſpirit, to lay out part of their 
time and labour, in improving a piece of land, which other- 

wiſe might be of little value, from the proſpe@ of advan- 
tage to themſelves, though not immediate, upon looking for- 
ward, he is diſcouraged, as he finds his leaſe, before he had 
tiwe to put his farm in order, drawing near an end; and thus 
the fruit of his labour, from which he might have any return 
kimſelf, is to be conveyed to another, for a trifle of more rent. 
For 2 or 3 years, therefore, before the end of the leaſe, the tenant 
does nothing but what brings an immediate return. The leaſe 
being ſo ſhort, makes the return of theſe periods frequent, 
which muſt hurt the farms conſiderably, and conſequently 
the proprietors themſelves, ultimately. Another circum- | 
ſtance, which is conſidered as unfavourable to improvement, 


is, the crouding many tenants upon one farm; 4, 6, and 8. 


It is well known, that no work, under the management of 
many, where every one claims an equal ſhare in the direction, 
can go ſmoothly on. Different opinions may occaſion ſome 
obliruCton, eſpecially if any thing, out of the common tract, 
is to be done. By this obſervation, it is not meant to put 
the farms into fewer hands; but to divide them, and for the 
molt part to have but one on each poſſeſſion ; and when they 
happen to be larger, two. This would bring on a conſiderable 
cutlay; yet might form a ſource of more ſure income to the pro- 
prietor, and greater comfort to the tenant. This diviſion has 


been found very uſeful in other parts of Argyll-ſhire. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —This not being a commercial 
country, money is flow in its circulation; ſo that there can 
be no inducement for a Jew to refide in it. All the inhabit- 
zuts, except 2 ſhepherds, are natives of this and the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes. Such diſputes as require the inveſtigation 
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of Weber are away. ſettled at te before the ſhe. 
riff of the county, and ſometimes at Edinburgh. : 
This pariſh, and indeed the whole of the country, is hap. 


5 pily free. from thoſe diſtractions, which ſeem to attend the di. 


viſions and ſubdiviſions, with regard to religious tenets and 
church government, which prevail too much in different parts 
of Scotland, Here, all are of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 

In the year 1782, when the ſcarcity of meal became . 
in the country, though felt here very much, yet there was no 


abſolute want, the proportion which fell to this pariſh, of 


the meal given by the Society for the Support of the Poor, 
being ſold at Inveraray.— There have been only 3 families, 
during theſe 30 years, who have emigrated to North America, 
Some young men and women, go yearly to ſerve in the Loy 
Country, merely in expeQation of higher wages, though 
they generally return within a year or two. A conſiderable 
number, particularly of the cotter claſs, go to the harveſt; 
ſome as far as the Lothians, Three families, this year, have 
gone to the cotton work, and ſome others ſpeak. of following 
them, though it ſeems to be with reluctance, as they conſider 
the employment to be rather unfavourable to health, having 
formerly led an active life. The language commonly ſpoken, 
is the Gaelic, which is the native tongue, though the Engliſh 
generally a little underſtood even by the common people, an 

| ſpoken by many” * —There is no market for butcher meat, 
Such 


The derivation of the names of places ſeems to be from the Gaelic, 5 to 
originate from ſome advantage or diſadvantage peculiar to the place, whether 
with regard to ſoil or expoſure, or any other particular circumſtance, The fitut* 
tion of the farm houſes, ſeems to have given names to many places, whether at the 
foot or top of a hill, in a flat or a hilly part, by a river or fountain : For inſtance, 
Acbabbann, the field by the hill, or mountain; Achachrom, the crooked field; 
Glenchairn, the glen by the cairn ; Tigh-a-charr, the houſe by the great ſtone dc 
rock; Achanclan, the field by the iſland; Bannan, the hilly place; Culonuic, at the 
foot or back of a hill, &c. There are many ſimilar to theſe, though the _ 


Such as deal in that kind of proviſion, muſt {laughter for 


themſelves, this being a ſpecies of luxury, which the ordinary 


daſs of tenants cannot afford to indulge in.— The wages of a 


common day labourer, at huſbandry, road making, or any 
other work in that way, is from 18s. to 14 d.; taylors, 8d. 
and their victuals; ſhoemakers, 6 d.; houſe carpenters and ma- 
ſons, are generally paid by the piece, but when by the day, from 
20 d. to 28. without victuals. A married day labourer, 
with 3 or 4 children, would conſider 10 l. as a good pro- 


ſpect for a year's ſubſiſtence, with ſome potatoes.—The 


preſent wages would give that proſpect, but the uncer- 


tainty of the weather occaſions much loſt time *. No manu- 


faQures, properly ſo called, are carried on: There may be 
ſome ſpinning and knitting, in the intervals of labour by bro- 
ken weather, and in the winter nights; and alſo dreſſing ſmall 


parcels of lint, by the common people 5 but theſe are princi- 


pally for the uſe of their families. There are no other manu- 


factures, except a whiſky diſtillery.— Property has undergone 
little change for a century back, till of late that an eſtate of 7141. 


free rent, fold at 25, 50 J.; and another ſmall property, about 


2 ears ago, at e the lame proportion. 


of many ohne places, to one who has not acquired a critical knowledge of 
that language, may ſeem arbitrary, as no obvious connection appears with re- 


gard to ſituation, or any otherfcircumſtance. 


* The prices of labour, and other things, about 40 or 50 years ago, cannot 
be Sete by any written record; yet there are many people who remem- 
ber theſe periods well, and the common prices of the times, having had frequent 
occaſion to pay them. About the year 1745, cows ſold from 25 s. to 3Os., equal 
to thoſe of 41. and 51. in the preſent times; nor was there any great riſe, for ſe- 


veral years aſter that period; ſheep, from 2 8. 6d to 3s; cheeſe much the ſame 
by the ſtone, being then 7 d. per Ib.; butter, d. The ordinary wages of female 
ſervants, by the year, was 12 merks; of male ſervants, from 24 merks to 308. 


of taylors, the beſt of them 4 d. a day, and their victuals; and of other tradeſ- 


men in preportion. Meal ſeems to be the article, which has undergone the leaſt 
change, for theſe 30 years back; though variable i in its price, yet it 18 generally 
from 14 8. to 16 8. the boll. 
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- by which a ſmall ſtream of water, that riſes in the pariſh, and 
runs into the ſea toward the eaſt, is diſtinguiſhed, Thus 
Auchtertoul ſeems to ſignify the heights, or higher grounds 

upon the Teel. The pariſh 1s about 2 miles in length, and 1 
mile in breadth. There is a ſmall village i in the pariſh, and 
the church is ſituated about half an Engliſh mile to the well 
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NUMBER Vm. Man 

1 ward 

ARISE or AUCHTERTOUL. being 
than! 
cover 


(ou and Synod of F, fe—Proſiytery of Kirkcaldy) 
1 8 have 
5 By the Rev. Mr. J on too. . prod. 

ee e e | "Mc ce: 


prod: 


tops 
ed W 


e Extent and Preſpect. 
JUCHTER is ſaid to be an Erſe word, fignifying + a height; 


and ford, or tool, ſeems to be a corruption of Teel, the name 


tion, 
mel 
and 

wan 
beau 


of it. The ground about the church and manſe is elevated 


and commanding, and takes in a fine view of the ſea to the a 
_ eaſt, as far as the eye can reach, comprehending in it, the we 
Ifle of May, the Baſs, North-Berwick Law, and a point of ig, | 
the Lothian coaſt, which ſtretches A conſiderable way into the Wi to 
fea. | DOT to t 
Ts . 3 dik 
Surface and Soil. The ſurface of the ground is very un- 
equal, and varied with eminences and little hills, which cauſes 6 
2 conſiderable difference in the nature and quality of the foil; ¶ mi 


the land being bght and thin towards the tops of the riſing In 
grounds; 


of Auchtertoul, 2 11 


3 and richer and deeper as you deſcend. The foil is 


light, free and open; and ſuch parts of it, as have a warm 
ſouthern expoſure, are of a good quality: But the ground to- 
ward the N. W. end of the pariſh, is of a worſe nature, 


being a ſour, wet, clayey ſoil, and better fitted for paſture 
than for cultivation. A few acres, in the neighbourhood, are 
covered with heath, and a few are ſoft and marſhy. Theſe laſt 
have occaſionally been burnt, and for 2 or 3 years afterwards 
produced good crops ; but they are not of ſuch a quality as 
to render them fit for the purpoſes of general cultivation, or 
productive for any length of time. Several of the faces and 
tops of the hills and riſing grounds, are interſperſed and cover- 


ed with whins, which render them not only unfit for cultiva- 


and pictureſque appearance. Some gentlemen, in the neigh- 
bourhood, are beginning to plant a little on their eſtates. The 
plan, however, 15 making but a Low . | 


Mizerals..— Thane are > bock 8 and lime · tone i in the 
ever, have liberty from the Earl of Moray, the proprietor, 
to uſe as much of the lime-ſtone as they pleaſe, for manure 


to their lands; a circumſtance which is of material advantage 


likes, and "Huy." with hedges. - 


Climate and Lake, —The pariſh of Auchtertoul, is about f 
miles diſtant from the ſhore to the eaſt, and 4 to the ſouth, 
In conſequence of this fituation, the air is reckoned good and 

3 : healthy; y; 


tion, but of a trifling value even for paſture. If theſe were 
incloſed and planted, they would both ſerve to give a warmth 
and ſhelter to the neighbouring ground (things very much 
wanted in this climate), and tend greatly to improve and 
| beautify the face of the country, by giving it a more romantic 


pariſh ; but none of them are wrought, The tenants, how- 


to them. The ground is moſtly incloſed, partly with ſtone. 
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healthy; being neither ſo near the ſea, as to render it to 
| thin and penetrating, nor at ſo great a diſtance from it, as U 
render it thick and unwholeſome. There is only one ſmall 
lake in the pariſh (Camilla Loch), in which there are ſome 
perch. The lake takes its name from the old houſe of Ca. 
milla“, adjacent to it; which was ſo called after one of the 
Counteſſes of Moray, whoſe name was Campbell, 


Population. With reſpe& to the ancient ſtate of the popu. 
lation, it cannot be exactly aſcertained. But from the regillet 
of marriages and baptiſms, which extends as far back as the 
year 1675, compared with the regiſters that are kept at pte 
ſent, it appears to have been formerly conſiderably more po. 

pulous than it is now. This ſeems owing to the practice of 
_ uniting farms, which has taken place here, as well as in many 
other parts of the country. What uſed formerly to be 2 or} 
farms, is now thrown into 1, and rented by the fame tenant; 
ſo that the number of families in the pariſh, is thereby de- 
creaſed; and as there is no trade or manufactures carried a 
in the village, to draw the people in from the country, tle 
population is conſiderably diminiſhed. Since 1755; that dr 
minution has amounted to 55, the population, at preient, being 
334, and according to Dr. Webſter's return, having been 389 
ſouls. This taſte for enlarging aad uniting farms, which 
. 1 5 | ſeems 


Its ancient name was Pallyards, when it belonged to the family of tht 
_ Bkenes. It is ſaid to have been the rendezvous of the Fiſe lairds at the rebella 
in the year 1715. When James Vth of Scotland was on his road to th 
palace of Falkland, after the defeat of his army on the En gliſh border, unde 
the command of Oliver Sinclair, his favourite, he lodged all night in the but 
of Hallyards, as he paſſed, where he was courtcouſly received by the Lady d 
Grange, © ane ancient and godlie matrone, as Knox calls her. It ſeems then * 
have belonged to the Kirkcaldies of Grange, a family of conſiderable note in Ui 
hiſtory of Scotland. It is now a ruin, 
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ems to be on the increaſe throughout Scotland, will dane, 
eventually, be unfayonrable to the population of the country, 
and moſt undoubtedly to the perſonal character and morals of 
its inhabitants. It forces the people from the active, healthy 


employ ments of a country life, to take refuge in manufactur- 
ing towns and populous cities, which may literally be ſaid to 


be the graves of the human ſpecies, It 1s accordingly ob- 


ſerved, of towns in general, and of large manufacturing towns 
in particular, that the inhabitants are of a more ſickly an 4 


delicate appearance, than their neighbours in the country. 
This may ariſe from the operation of various cauſes. From 
the ſedentary life, to which they are accuſtomed, which en- 
ervates and enfeebles the conſtitution ; from the impure and 
unwholeſome air, which they are conſtantly breathing ; and 


above all, from the habits of diſſipation and profligacy, which 
are always too certainly contracted, in any great concourſe of 
people. And, as it is from towns like theſe, that our armies 
and navies are moſtly ſupplied with recruits, it is eaſy to ſee, 


how ill fitted, men, of ſuch a deſeription and mode of life, will, 


in time, become for defending the liberties and deareſt rights 


of their fellow citizens, and enduring the watchings, the 


dangers and the toils, which are incident to the profeſſions of 


the ſoldier and the ſailar. It was the ſame body of men, that, 
on the banks of the Thraſymenus, and the Auſidus, humbled 
the pride of the Roman eagle, and empurpled the field with 


patrician blood, who were afterwards routed on the plains of 


Zama, though ſtill fighting under a leader the foremoſt in the 
world, whoſe very name was almoſt ſufficient to ſecure him 


of riftory, But the luxuries of Saguntum, according to the 


Roman hiſtorian *, had enervated and enfeebled the victorious 
Carthaginians, and rendered them an unequal match for the 
hardy Romans, over whom they had ſo often triumphed. 

Vor. VIII. P Evils 
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= life, as well as to increaſe our taſte and deſire for the uſe d 


2 1 4 Sat iſlical Ae, count 


Evils like theſe, may not indeed be very ſenſibly pereeivg 
or felt, for a conſiderable time : But, though their operatia 
may be flow, yet it will not, on that account, be the leſs cer, 
tain; nor the leſs to be dreaded in its tendeney and conſe, 
quences, as an accelerator of national weakneſs and decline 
But in our ardour to extend our manufaQures and our com, 
merce, and thereby to multiply the delicacies and luxuries d 


JSERSYLE 3}: : 7 


them, we perhaps but too readily forget, that human natun 
is but too liable to temptation and corruption, and that infirmity 
of body, and depravity of mind, are, fooner or later, the al 
moſt certain conſequences of every great aſſemblage of ou 
fpecies. We perhaps but too readily forget, that the proſe 
rity, the ſtability, and the glory of nations, do not conſiſt f 
much in the wealth, — no, nor even in the aumbers, of thei 
inhabitants —as in their political, their military, and thei 


> 
Z 


= | 


perfonal character and virtues as in the penetration and thy 

depth of mind, which they are able to diſplay, in diſcovering Wl Par 
where their true intereſts lie; in the promptitude and the Will ito 
ardour, with which they are, at all times, prepared to guarl 

and to defend their rights; and in the practice of thoſe private In 
and public virtues, which are alike conduciye to the welfare il — 

and ſtability of kingdoms, aud the perfection apd Wer oa 


ment of the ſpecies, 
The preſent ſtate of the 3 and the Arißen df — 
| * inhabitants in this diſtrict, is pretty nearly as follows: 


 Nomber of "AY 8 +: 234 Number from 20 to 59, Ns 149 


— o'f males, - 2 148 | — — 0 0 70, - 4#< A 

= of females,  - 136 — 70 to 100, , 

; cl in the village, 2231 of farmers, 1 it 
—- in the country, - 103 Average number of their families 9 pa 

under 10 years of age, 8 Number of male ſervants, includ- lin 

— {rom 10 to 20, - $2 ing cotter , "WW 


Number t 


nnn 6s 


— of female th 1 41 
ol day labourers, 
— of wright, = 

— of ſmiths, : „ 
—— of ſhoemak ers, 


d_—_— of tir © 

— of millers, = 

— of brewers, be F * BY. 
— of innkeepers, = 
ef bakers, > 
a of weavers, - 2: 
Number of examinableperſons of 


the Eſtabliſhed Church, 105 


— Of Seceders, - 20 
The proportion between 
bachelors and 
married 8 | 


5 * OE O 


% „„ „ „„ „ o> 


The proportion between the 
annual births and the 
e nk is, as - TOt0334 
between the annual 
marriages and the 488 . 


30334 


Number oſ inhabited houſes i 
Average number of perſona 


in each houſe, «- = 4 


ProduBlions, n 1 There is no map of the 


pariſh ; but, in as far as can be aſcertained, there are in it 
from 1700 to 1820 acres; which are laid out nearly as follows: 


In paſture, 1135 
— ſown graſs, 110 
a,,, - 293 
baer, 8 
= whents = 33 


— fla, - 1 5 
— meadow, =, =» 45 


* The reaſon, woy there is fo much greater proportion of weavers in the 
pariſh, than of any other trade, is, the weaving manufactures, which are carried 
on, in the neighbouring towns of Kirkcaldy and Link-town of Abbotſhall. It is 
from theſe, that the greateſt part of our weavers receive their employment; and 
it is this, which draws in ſo many of them to ſettle in the village. A great 
part of the women too, who reſide in the village, are employed in ſpinning 
lint to the fame manufacturies. They ſpin on the two-handed wheel, and are 


idle to earn from 66, to 8 d. per day, n to their — alertneſs and 
e. 


22 - There 
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lation, as 
Each marriage, at an average, 
produces children, * 
Annual average of births, 10 
of marriages, 5 3 
of deaths, as nearly | 
as can be collected, 4 
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oo. Statifical Account 


f There are piſtured 4 in the . . + pref 
Sheep, 4 — 106 Cattle, E 33 


| riſh 

e There Ru uſed ** agrlentturs; 
es - "> e | Ts C 
„ 5 * 
There is one chrefing lie; badly erected.— The file dc is ti 
farming is, in general, carried on after the new plan of hul. . ther 
bandry, and is much improved of late years. This ſeem; I boll 
_ chiefly owing to the introduction of ſown graſs, cabbage and bea 
turnips. The former ſerves to give reſt and ſolidity to the rep 
foil, and prepares it for the production of future crops ; the whi 
latter cleanſes and pulveriſes it, and opens it to receive the 
influences of the ſun and air, the great quickeners and foſter. 4 
ers of vegetation. The hay, thus raiſed, is ſold, at an ave- Wi ant 
rage, about 4d. per ſtone, and brings a good profit to the wa 
farmer. Cattle are brought into the houſe, ſome time be- ing 
tween Michaelmas and Martinmas, and fed on turnips for ſe. II 
veral months, when they are ſold to the butcher, about the che 
end of winter, or beginning of ſpriug. This practice, inde. Wl ant 
pendent of the advantage, which the ground receives, by pre- thi 
| paring it for the turnips and cabbage, together with the weed- il = 
ing and hoeing which are afterwards given it, and independ- Wl m 


ent of what profit is to be made of the cattle, which are ſome- Wi no 
times bought cheap, and fold dear, gives, moreover, a great ly 


command ot dung to enrich the reſt of the land; a circum i be 
ſtance of capital importance to the country farmer, who can. th 
not find manure to buy; and which is, of itſelf, perhaps, or 
ſufficient to recommend the feeding of cattle, although few hi 
other advantages attended it. | W 
The land is generally plowed with 2 horſes ; except where th 

it is wet or ſteep, when 3 are uſed. But there is a diviſion Ml de 


ek opinion as to the uſe of the new and the old plough ; ſom Bi Þ 
preerring 


33 


20 


ile of 

hul. 
eems 
e and 
0 the 
; the 
e the 
ter. 
ave* 
0 the 
e bes 
or {ts 
it the 
inde. 
pre- 
veed⸗ 
end- 
ome⸗ 
great 
cum- 
Calls 
haps, 
few 


here 
viſion 
ſomę 
ring 


preferring the one, and ſome the e Jes however likely, 
that the new will ſoon become the moſt prevalent. —The Pa- 


riſn does more than r itſelf n e 


cbercb, ths Earl of N Moray is W and to that 


noble lord the whole pariſh belongs, excepting 1 farm, which 
is the property of William Wemyſs, Eſq. of Wemyſs. Nei- 
ther of the heritors reſide in the pariſh. The ſtipend is, 53 
bolls 3 firlots of meal; 26 bolls 3 firlots x peck 2+ lippies of , 
hear; and 150 merks 1 in money, The manſe has been lately 5 
repaired, The church is old; but it cannot be aſcertarged | 


when it was built, The glebe 1s ſmall, 


' Schools —The ſchoolmaſter's 41 is 100 . The ; 
annual average number of ſcholars is about 25. The ſchool. 
wages are 1 5. per quarter for reading, and Is. 6d. for writ- 


ing and arithmetic. The ſchoolmaſter is alſo ſeſſion-clerk. 


The appointments for this are 138. 6d. Sterling of ſalary; with 
the perquiſites on marriages, VIZ. 5 s. for feuers and tenants ; : 
and 3s. 6d. for ſervants and houſeholders. The records of 


the ſeſſion extend as far back as the year 1670, 
It is truly amazing, that ſo uſeful and laborious a body of 


men, as the ſchoolmaſters of Scotland, ſhould, in general, be 
not only ſo poorly appointed in ſalaries, but oppoſed fo keen. 
y by the gentlemen of landed property, in their attempts to 
better their ſituation. If it be chiefly owing to education, 
that man is rendered ſuperior to the animals around him, and 
one man to another; if it be a principal mean of advancing _ 


lis happineſs and beſt intereſts, both in this world, and that 


which is to come; if, moreover, in a political view, it opens 
the mind to a ſenſe of the advantages and bleſſings, which men 
derive from order and good government, in oppoſition to 
Parchy and confuſion, and renders a nation leſs apt to be 
_ milled. 
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5 miſled or contulſed, by deſigning and ſeditious men; if the M. 
riſe and the fall of kingdoms, have, in all ages, been chiefly Will coals 
produced by moral cauſes ; and if the morals, the opinions ll diſtan 
and the behaviour of men, be intimately connected with the many 
inſtructions they receive, and the principles they imbibe, ſum 
during their early years; if theſe things be ſo, the inſtrus. Ml throu 
tion and education of youth ought certainly to be reckoned 1 fatut 
matter of primary concern, in every well regulated ſtate; Wl Sterl! 
more eſpecially by thoſe, who fit at the helm of government Ml prope 
and are entruſted with the management of public affairs. Zu Ml 18d. 
how is it poſſible, that the purpoſes of public inſtructict 
_ Hould be properly attained, in the preſent fituation of many 


riſen 
for t 


of our ſchoolmaſters, with reſpe& to ſalaries and appoint. {lf recei 
ments? Is it in truth to be expected, that any perſon, who lf this 
haas been at the expence of an education, ſufficient to qualify ¶ are e 
him for being a teacher and inſtructor of youth, ſhould be MW pairi 
take himſelf to that irkſome and laborious profeſſion, when emp 


the emoluments are ſo poor, (in country pariſhes eſpecially, 
where the ſchool wages are ſmall, and there is no opportunity 
of raifing a large ſchoo]), as to be inferior to the wages of 4 
day labourer, or a common ſervant? The time will certainly 
come, when the eyes of the nation will be opened to their 
own beſt intereſts, as well as to thoſe of their fellow creatures; 
and this uſeful body of men will be placed in circumſtances, 
more likely to enſure the great ends of education, and public 
Infiradtion, both to ious, and the community. 


AS W 
per 


| Poor» The number of perſons receiving charity, at pte 
ſent, is 6; and they are ſupplied by the ſeſſion, as their ſitus- 
tion and neceſſities ſeem to require. The annual average 
amount of contributions at the church door, is 4 .; the 
money received for the uſe of the mort- cloth, and fines for 
irregular marriages, 3 J.; and there is a a fund of about 80! 
lent out at intereſt. 


Mo ifcet 


of Audhtertnl. 1 9 an. 
the M; wo 08/eroations —The pariſh is ſupplied with 


ey coals from the neighbouring pariſh of Auchterderran: The 


ions MN diſtance may be from 2 to 3 miles. The price is 18 d. for as 
the many as 2 Horſes can eaſily draw on a cart; and the ſame 


bibe, Ml fum for driving them home.—There is 1 public road goes 


for the year ; and women, 21. 10s. : But a man ſervant, now, 


pairing and making the roads through the country, which 


as well as dear. A day labourer's ig are 14 d. or I 54. 
fer day. 


through the pariſh from E. to W. It is kept in repair by the 
ſtatute labour. Each plough of land pays to it annually 10s. 
Sterling; half a plough pays 5 8., and downward in the ſame 
proportion. Each houſeholder, not on the poor's roll, pays AN 
18 d. annually, —Both men and women ſervants wages have 
riſen greatly of late, Men ſervants uſed to get 61, Sterling 


receives $1, ; and a woman 3 J., for the year. The cauſe of 
this ſudden riſe in the wages, is the manufaQtures, which 


are carrying on in the ſea coaſt towns, together with the re- 


employ a great number of hands, and render ſervants ſcarce 
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NUMBER VIII. 


PARISH | oF CARLUKE. 


bene and 22 of Lanark—Synod of Glaſgow and 
Air.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Jants Scott: 


1 Fee Extent, (7% 


H name of this pariſh is of uncertain derivitah 
Some think that the letter & has been ſunk in the fi 
1 for eaſe of pronunciation; and though it is no 
pronounced K:rlook, that it was originally Kirklook ; part 


cularly, as, in the immediate neighbourhood, Kirton, and 


Kirſtile, i is put for Kirkton, and Kirkſtile. In regard to tht 


laſt part of the name, it was formerly written with a doubt 
o, and may have been derived from its local ſituation, as 


commands a very extenſive ooh, or profpect to the 8. anl 


8. W. Others, preſerving its prefent form (Carluke), mate 
it of Gaelic origin; and are of opinion, that it denotes a plac 
of worſhip, dedicated to the ſaint of that name, and that! 

The village of Carlus 

| 5 


Properly is the Kirk of St. Luke*, 


From the Hiſtory of Sir WILLIAM WALLACE, the ancient Scotch wit 
rior, it appears, that, about 500 years ago, when the place of worſhip ſtood l 


the low ground, near the river Clyde, the name of this pariſh was Kirk-for 
e | TT | | _ i 
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15 about 5 ere we from Lark on the ral leading | 


to Glaſgow ; about 10 from Hamilton, 19 from Glaſgow, and 
23 from Edinburgh. The pariſh itſelf is about 7 miles in 
length, from the Clyde to its boundary on the eaſt; and fully 
x in breadth. It muſt therefore contain upwards of 30 
ſquare miles. Tt may be obſerved alfo, that the higher part 


and 
Carluke. 


level of the ſea, its higher grounds being nearly equal to the 


«tn; oppoſite fide of the river Clyde, this pariſh is ſeen to the 
e {of sreateſt advantage; and the numerous orchards, natural 


no 


part. | 
„ and from Lanark to Hamilton, on the ſouth bank of the river, is 


to tht 
double 


ſoon to be carried into execution, theſe beauties and improve- 
ments will be more acceſſible to the eye of the public. The 


„ 28 Clyde, as far up as the Fall at Stonebyres, uſed San 5 to 
8. anl Vor. VIII. — hs 
„make N r 

* or the Kirk of the Foreſt. Accordingly, i in the ES part of this AY chens 15 
a p 


WE large diſtrict much interſperſed with natural woods, called the Bradwood ; 
that 
\arlukt bariſn perhaps in Scotland. At that time, the kirk ſtood in a foreſt, near the 
che, on a piece of riſing ground, where the preſent farm houte of Mauldſ- 
lie- mains ſtands, and which, among the old people here, ſtill retains the 


\tch wit "ame of Abbey Stcads, 2 | 
ſtood i ? lt need hardly be obſerved, that the Scotch word Kirk, for a lus of wor- 
ip, 


71 fel approaches nearer to the original Greek, Kvugirs, 095, than the Engliſh word, 
i durch, and ought perhaps to be made uſe of, at Icaſt in Scotland. 


f the pariſh of Carſtairs, (Mofſþlat), was originally in his 
poriſn, and ſtill continues to pay * to the miniſter of 5 


Surface Soil, c. This parith riſes conſiderably above the 
Kirk of Shotts, while its lower grounds are little higher than 
the Holms of Dalziell and Hamilton. It has, on this account, 


a great declivity, and, in the upper parts, is very much waſh. 
ed by the heavy rains from the 8. and the S. W. From the 


woods, and modern incloſures, which enrich its banks, afford 
2 pleaſant proſpe& of cultivation, As the propoſed road 


and the firname Foreſt abounds more among the people here, than in any other ; 
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be well ſtocked with ſalmon ; but ſince the erection of a dan 
at Bothwell, for the uſe of a cotton mill, few get up, but in 
: high floods. Some faint attempts have been made to get this 

grievance redreſſed; but as yet they have been ineffectual. 
As this pariſh is not much encumbered with muirs, moſſs 
and mountains, it is moſtly under the plough. The foil 
However, is of very different qualities in the different regions 
of the diſtri, On the river Clyde, which may be called 
| the firſt and loweſt region, the holm ground is of a free and 
fertile nature, producing (as it is ſaid hege), © meal for 
corn *, and ſometimes more. But on the banks riſing be. 
= hind the holms, the ground is ſteep, and the ſoil a fine mel. 
low clay, many yards deep; and is therefore, in general, co. 
vered with woods and orchards. As the ground riſes to the 
_ eaſt, in what may be called the ſecond region, the ſoil is dt 
a a clay quality, with a hard bottom, requiring much labour 
1 and culture to render it productive; but, when attended to, 
| 10 it ſufficiently repays the farmer's induſtry, In the middle, or 
third region, about the kirk, and the eſtates of Kirton aud 
Whitehall, the crofts are naturally rich and loamy, though 
not far from the till. But the more diſtant fields (the * ont. 
fields” as they are here called), though plowed ſometimes to kee) 
them in proper paſture, are generally ſhallow and poor, with 
a bad bottom, and very unproductive. In the fourth and 
fifth regions, the ſoil, even in the out-fields, becomes more 
deep and earthy; yet, being in ſome degree mixed with mobs 
and leſs favourably fituated as to climate, it brings, at ll, 
much leſs meal into the granary, and leſs money into the por: 
ket of the farmer, who chooſes to keep it under the 


| * 
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That is to ſay, a boll of oats, gives a boll of meal. 1 
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Agriculture, Graſs, Ge. Of late years, the manner of 
farming here is very much changed to the better. On the 


lower and more fertile grounds, the gentlemen farmers have, 
in ſome meaſure, adopted the practical part of Lord Kaimes's 
ſyſtem, ſo far as is ſuited to their ſoil; and make alſo much 
uſe of the inſtruments of huſbandry preſcribed by him. In 
this they find their account: yet the inferior claſſes of farm- 
ers follow them but at a diſtance ; for being unable to expend 
ſo much, they only copy the more eaſy and leſs expenſive 
parts of the gentlemen's example, So far as they go, how- 
ever, they reap great advantage: For after deriving much 
benefit from a prudent rotation of crops, they are able to 
lay down their ground in proper order, and to draw about - 


51. Sterling from each milk cow they paſture, and ſometimes 
mora, if the cow is ſo large as to be of 61. or 7 l. value. In 


the higher parts of the pariſh, the chief object of cultivation | 
ought to be graſs ; and now, in general it is ſo*,—The milk 


| Q 2 . of 


»of che mode of graſs farming, in the fifth and higheſt region of the pariſh, 


the following plan is particularly approved of. The farm is firſt drained and in- 


cloſed, and, if poſlible, good roads are made, even through the moſt ſwampy | 
parts of it. Such places as have already a good ſward, are laid dry by a ſoeer 


feather plough ; the ruſhes are cut, and the field top dreſſed with lime or dung, 


or both together. To bring the ground to a proper form, a certain quantity is 


broke up each year; plowing it out towards the furrow, and taking a crop of 
oats, Before winter ſets in, all that is intended to be fallowed next ſummer, is 
ribbed; that is, every third furrow is turned up. This, it is thought, has the 
double advantage, of opening an immenſe number of drains to diſcharge the 


water, and of expoſing the ground to the air and froſt, During ſummer, they 5 


continue to throw out occaſionally every 3d furrow, till the whole is plowed to 


the level. This is called rib-fallow. They find, they can work it at all times, 


and in all weathers (froſt excepted), as the fallow is always dry. Laſtly, they 
break it acroſs the ribs, and draw it up twice into ſtraight ridges, from 6 to 8 


leet broad, taking care, that no water lodges in any part of the field. They 


— the ground, thus fallowed, with oats and graſs in ſpring; and at any time 
during ſummer, they ſow, with graſs alone, ſuch parts of the land as will ad- 
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of their cows, mixed with peaſe-meal, they uſe in feed F. 
their plough horſes, which they find does very well, and ß large 
great ſaving of oats., In the ſpring, they plant as may 130 

young trees, as they can well overtake, to raiſe ſhelter {MM near 
their high lands, The plan mentioned in the note, has been fd. con- 
Jowed on a very extenſive farm, which was cultivated at great 
 expente, being only in the infancy of its improvement. Th 
ſame method is, in ſome meaſure, adopted by ſever! 
farmers in the neighbourhood. It muſt, however, be cb. 
ſerved, in regard to graſs farms in general in the highe 
parts of the pariſh, that, to this day, ſome . are managel 
as they were centuries ago; and yet, that, from the al. 
vance in the prices of cattle, calves, butter, cheeſe, &. 


exc 

one of their little cows will bring them about 41. « get 

41. 10s. per ann. In the high grounds, therefore, it mij m3 

be ſuppoſed, that they have more profit by keeping thei of 

| grounds in graſs, than by cultivating oats, &. But though ga 

their grain is of a bad quality, and ſeldom yields more thin co 

two thirds in meal; yet, in order to prevent ruſhes, in the in 
wet ſoils, they are obliged to plough every 3d and ꝗth year; 
And, where the ſoil is drier, they find it neceſſary to plougt 

every 5th or 6th year, to prevent it from running into heath, ? 


In regard to the rent of the pariſh, it has nearly doubled 
within theſe laſt 30 years; ſome ſay more than doubled; D 
eſpecially in thoſe places, which are moſt favourably ſituated, 
in point of fol and climate, 

Tam 


mit of it. In ſowing graſs, they lay dung on the ſurface, with lime gbove it 
then ſo and roll. When their dung is exhauſted, they harrow in the lime 
with the ſeed. They endeavour to raile cabbages, carrots, turnips and pm 
toes, ſor winter feeding ; yet they ſay, they prefer the potatoes to the turnips, 
after a fair trial of both. Such parts of their fallow, as they may be prevented 
from ſowing before the end of Auguſt, by the wetneſs of the ſeaſon, the 
throw into drills of 4 feet, and allow to remain till the enſuing ſpring. 
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the quality of the ground in general, as the public roads hap- 
pen to be carried through the moſt barren and uncultivated 


fields; the crofts of the villages of Carluke and Killcaigow 


excepted, Here the lands are rich and loamy, and the crop 


generally plentiful and luxuriant, On an average, the land 
may fell here, at from 25 to 30 years purchaſe. In the roll 
of converſion for the ſtatute labour, the number of plough- 
gates, as they are here called, amount to about 68, beſides 
cottagers, Kc. As to ſervices, there are none worth mention 


ing as ates of the tenants. 


Orchardecs ant abounds more in 'this pariſh, than any 


other upon the Clyde, or perhaps even in Scotland“. The 


orchards in this diſtrict, extend about 5 miles, and are the 
property's of many different proprietors. They comprehend, 


in | 


The uowing liſt contains the names of the 1 apples and pears 
growing here, though there are many other kinds of fruit trees, not Og 
ed by any particular nanies. | | 


| APPLES. 
Zarh, or Summer Apples. Middle, or H. arveſts Late, or Winter. 
Junetine White Cluſter . Yorkſhire Greening 
Amber Queen of England Nonpareil 
Chucket Egg White Ledington Green Ledington 
Lady Apple Bloudheart Grey Ledington 


Lady's 


of r nag © 


Farms, Rents, | £c.— The farms here, are not in general | 
large. The greateft corn farms are rented at from 30 l. to | 
1301. Sterling. Unleſs it be in the beſt holm ground, or 
near the village of Carluke (where the people pay higher for 
conveniency), the firſt kind of croft land pays from 11. to 1. 10s. 
Sterling per acre. The ſecond ſort, from 10s. to x58. The 
beſt out-field land (unleſs in more ſheltered fituations), from 3s. 
to 65.; and the worſt, from 2s. to 3s. The traveller, in 
paſſing through this pariſh, can form but an imperfect idea, of 
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in all, upwards of 80 acres of land. Many natural cauſez 
may be aſligned, why this pariſh ſhould be ſo remarkable fo 
its fruit ; particularly the following: 1½, The ſoil at the bot, 
| tom of the banks, being a pure clay, ſeveral yards deep, j 
more favourable for fruit, than even the holm ground it, 
ſelf : 2dly, The holm being narrow, and the banks on each 
| fide nigh to each other, the heat is greatly increaſed, by the 
_ rays of the ſun being reflected from the oppoſite banks: 34d}, 
The banks being ſteep, and opening often into boſoms, affori 
a ſhelter by nature, which no art could ever produce. The 
laſ advantage ariſes, from the fortunate expoſure to the 5, 
and 8. W., the moſt favourable that this 9 0 can poſlibly 


| enjoy. 
Climatt, 


| ApPLES, continued, 
Early, or Summer Apples. Middle, or Harvg N. WY or Heck 


Lady's Lemmon Dumbarton Pippin | Winter Strawberry 
Summer Strawberry Whiſtleberry | Golden Pippin 
Millford Salmon. --- Peearmain Apple 
American Pippin Common Codling 5 Hathornden 
Kailbed Lemmon Pippin Naked Apple 
Dryly Pippin Hamilton Pippin . Nonſuch 
Garrion, &c. Moncrief GBreen Cluſter 
| | Marrow . Calendar 
Lady's Finger, * 355 
| Fulwood 
Golden Monday 
Graſs Apple 
Redſtreak 
Coal-houſe 
Carſterphan 
Sheep-head 
Carſe of Gowrie 
Purſe-mouth 


Royal Codlin, and ſeveral 
forts of Ruſſets. 


PEAKS, 
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raging in other places, owing perhaps to the S. and S. W. 


non muſt neceſſarily occaſion. There are many inſtances of 


grown perſon. At preſent, there are ſeveral — living 
here, all above the age of 1885 * 


Climate, Diſeaſes, Oc. —The air here, is thought to be as 
pure and ſalubrious, as in any part of Scotland. Hence few 
epidemical diſtempers have prevailed in this pariſh, even when 


expoſures, and the quick circulation of air, which our fitua- | 


longevity - in this pariſh, There were 3 in the ſame family, s 

(a brother and two ſiſters), all above 80 years of age, and 
alive at the ſame time. Two died lately at the age of 89, and 
other 2, who had lived to the advanced period of 99. A com- 
plete year elapſed, not long ago, without the death of a full : 


Robhind, Early | 


Spring 1, 
1 PEARS. 
Sumner. 1 Harofft Minter. 
Fairmaid — Swan Egg Muirfowl Egg 
Crawford Cornock Achan 
Janes Bergamot Brier Buſh | 
Green Pear of Pinkie Viccar Winter Bergamot 
Early Lemmon Buſn Winter Warden 
Lady's Lemmon Laugh Pear Iron 
Kedder Gray Good-wife Pear Wilſon, &c. 
Gold-knap Biſhop 1, 
Miniſter Longoville 
| Jargonell Pear Urie 
Fatrow Cow Gray Honey 
Saffron, &c. Robhind, &c. 


pariſh, It is proper to mention, that injections have proved the moſt efficacious 
remedy in this diſorder. A young man lately, who had been afflicted with it 
for 18 days, and every dangerous ſymptom hag appeared, was entirely relieved 
by the irequene uſe of them, 


Some 


The lliac Paſſi on, Within theſe few years, has proved fatal to Gor $ in this 


£1 


miles. 
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Springs, Minerals, Hills, ui Tete is no river 9 
1 of any conſiderable ſize, the Clyde only excep. 
ed, along the banks of which the pariſh lies for 4 or; 
There are a few mineral ſprings, which an 
thought to be ſerviceable in curing the ſeurvy, ſtomachie 
complaints, &c. Calcined metals, and petrified vegetables, 
are found in different quarters; but there are no remark 

able volcanic appearances.—--Coal abounds every where, 
In general, however, the ſtrata which have been as yet dil. 
covered, are thin, not exceeding 26 or 30 inches. In one 
quarter of the pariſh, indeed, moſtly belonging to the Earl of 
Hyndford, there is one vein, or rather ſeveral rich veins 
From 7 to 10 feet deep. Free-ſtone, lime and iron-ſtone, ars 
found, almoſt in every part of it.— There is no eminence 
meriting the name of mountain. There are, however, ſeve- 
ral little hills, called laws, which have had, or ſtill have 


Cairns 


Some diſcaſes may be ſtated, as ariſing from fancy, or a difordered imagina- 
tion merely. An old man died here ſome time ago, who had, for upwards uf 
20 years, believed himſelf to be tormented by a magician. © This magician," 

as he deſcribed it, by means of a mathematical head reſembling his, opened kis 
«ſkull every night, and dropt into his brain red hot needles, which produced the 
« moſt painful and excruciating torments.” Though naturally active and labo- 
rious, this fancy at laſt diſabled him for work. In every other reſpect, he wa 
perfectly reaſonable, and appeared to have the free exerciſe of his underſtand- 


ing.There is a woman alive here at preſent, who has, for more than 30 years, 


been occaſionally poſſeſſed with a dumb ſpirit. When this ſpirit of dumbneſs, in 
deed, leaves her, ſhe makes ample amends for her long ſilence. But ſhe is ge- 
_ nerally ſeized with it again in a year or two. She then appears to have forgot 
the uſe of ſpeech ; and, for years, her teeth are ſo fixed together, that it is with 
the utmoſt difficulty ſhe can receive the neceſſaries of life. A whimſical, but 


fiows old man, died lately, who, from his extreme humility, and mi/taten reſped 


to the doctrines of grace, reſolved to abandon the practice of good works tor 


fix weeks ; leſt (as he ſaid) he ſhould be tempted to boaſt of them, or to reſt on 
them alone, to the diſhonour of his Maſter, and as if meriting at the hand of 
God. Of his having adhered to his reſolution, a female domeſtic gave to h 


world, about 9 months alter, a pregnant ald living 2 
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cairns of ſtones upon them, and bear marks of great anti- 
quity. In the great cairn of Mauldſlie Law, there was 


lately found an urn, of a round, or rather oval form, in 


which had been depoſited the bones of a human being. In 
digging nigh the top of the hill, great quantities of aſhes and | 


hurot materials were found. On the S. W. corner of the hill, 


there is a place which ſtill retains the name of Gallowlie. 
There, the gallows ſtood, on which, during the reign of the 
feudal ſyſtem, the ancient barons were wont to execute of- 


ſenders. The priſon, with a dark ſubterraneous vault under 


It, ſtood near the top of the hill. Of theſe Laws as they are | 
called, there are no leſs than 6 in this pariſh : thoſe of 


Mauldfite, Carluke, Killeaigow, Garby, King s and Cock Laws. 


From the King's Law, on the N. E. corner of the pariſh, a 
part of 13 or 14 ſhires may be ſeen, when the atmoſphere i is 


favourable. On Mauldllie Law, there were more cairns than 
one, In the greater part of thoſe above mentioned, human 


bones have been found * the farmers, in urns of different | 


REL SS ſeveral villages ; but all of them on the 
decline, except Bradwood and Carluke. The cauſes of this, 
in the more remote villages, appear to be, the conſtant drain 
to the manufacturing towns of Glaſgow, Paiſley, &c. ; the 

number of hands employed in the coal, iron, and cotton works 
in the neighbourhood, and the inclination which many farm- : 
ers, in the decline of life, now have, to lay out what money 


they may have ſaved, on building houſes adjoining to the public 
roads, or in ſuch villages as theſe roads run throngh, where 


lomething may be eaſily gained, and their money better ſe- 
cured, than in the hands of their brother farmers, of whom 


many, of late, have failed. There are indeed many farm- 


houſes built lately in this pariſh, on new improvements. But 
A _ 
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5 the village of Cattuke increaſes more rapidly than any other, 
From conſiſting, about 24 years ago, of 4 or 5 houſes, with 
little trade, it is now advanced to a large and decent village; 

fo that it finds employment for a ſurgeon, a baker, a vintner, 
and ſeveral grocers. There are alſo in it, butchers, weaver, 
ſtocking- mak ers, maſons, tailors, wrights, inn-keepers, road. 
_ makers, haberdaſhers, and coopers ; and even ſome milliner; 

and mantua-makers, in the town, or near to it. A new village, 

it is ſaid, is ſoon to be built, or feued out, on the road lead. 

Ing to Killcaigow, under the patronage of the Meſſrs. Glens; 

| and a cotton work to o be erected nigh it, to de driven by a 
fleam N SY 


Herber and Phoutation.—Tvers are, in all, about Go be- 
ritors of this pariſh, of whom 40 pay ſtipend. The Earl of 
Hyndford, the principal heritor, has his ſeat here; and, in 
| May 1792, laid the foundation of his new caſtle, at Mauld( 
lie. The number of inhabitants, though upon the increaſe 
is not ſo great as might have been expected. The reaſons al- 
ready aſſigned, in a great degree, account for it. In 1755, 

the whole inhabitants of the pariſh were ſtated by Dr. Web- 
ſter at 1459. They amounted, about 25 years ago, to 1592: 
and in Auguſt 1792, the number was 1730. From the pa- 
riſh regiſter (which perhaps is not very accurately kept), it 
would appear, that the annual average of births, marriages 
and burials, for 10 years paſt, is as follows: births, 40; mar- 
riages, 18; burials, 28. The proportion between males and 
females, for the ſame length of time, appears to be, nearly, 
as 11 to Io. 


Fete bia: State, &c.— There is only one place of public 
worſhip in this L and one eſlabliſhed. miniſter, Tie 
x kits 


In 


Je 


her, 
with 
age ; 
tner, 


kirk is a very old one, 90 feet long. There are ſtill to be "FOR 


ſhip, viz. The fount, veſtry, &c. with a chancel and choir to 
the eaſt ; all which ſhew, that it muſt have been built before 


ver; 
te Reformation. There are here, neither Jews, Papiſts, nor 


'Oal. 
Iners 
lage, 
lead. 
* was found — very eye: 


by a 


) he- 
rl of 
I, in 
uldl-· 


eaſe, 


Friar's Craft, which ſufficiently indicates its origin. On the W. 


corner of the pariſh ſtood another Popiſh chapel, of which there 
1s al- 


153 


| name of Chapel Yard; and the remains of it, it is ſaid, were 


105 dug up by the preſent proprietor. Both theſe chapel yards, 
595 and the lands adjacent, pay ſtipend to the miniſter, in com- 
> pa 


mon with the reſt of the pariſh. So alſo do the Hoſpital lands 
)," Wl « Eaſter, Weſter and Middle Seats (called Hoſpital Shields). 


ages 


mar Wi ſum of 60 merks (20 merks each), which that family is obliged 

5 and by charter to repay annually, along with 20 merks from "m 

ar), Leonard's Lands, Lanark, to the poor of the pariſhes of Car- 

luke and Lanark. The reddendo of each charter was lately 

called for, and now recorded in the pariſh regiſter here * 95 

abi KS 1 bool 

The 

kits * When the huts in the higher grounds were only yell ſhields (or ſhiclds ſor 


Jeld and young cattle), with huts for the reſidence of ſuch as attended them in 


the 
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within its walls, ſeveral veſtiges of the Roman Catholic wor- 


Epiſcopalians. The manſe was built about the beginning oe--; 
this century; was repaired, and declared ſufficient to the 
preſent incumbent, about 29 years ago; but another youre 


Kink Linde, Religious Houſes, We —In this pariſh, there are 
ſome kirk lands that pay no ſtipend, but have been burdened | 
with graſs to the miniſter, viz. the two farms of Kirton and 
Kirſtile, On the S. E. near the houſe of Lee, there is a re- 
| ligious honſe, or hermitage, of great antiquity, which is called 
St. Ofwald's Chapel ; and nigh to it there is a ſmall field, called 


is now no veſtige. The place where it ſtood, till retains the 


Theſe Hoſpital lands pay annually to the family of Lee the : 


. 
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| Schools and Poor. A new ſchool houſe was built here very 
lately, and a ſalary of 200 merks Scotch ſettled on the ſchodl. 


the ſummer ſeaſon, the original farm houſes on the Clyde were called Mai 
and ſeem to have been the manſion houſes (as in the North Highlands to thi 
day), where the principal part of the family reſided throughout the year, Such 

all comprehending, at a former period, Jands running up into the higher par 


of the pariſh —There are, in this pariſh, 3 places alſo called Halls, which meri 
ſome attention. Hall-Bar, Hall-Craig, and Hall-Hill, Hall-Bar, in the ſouth 


tlement and garden. It is built upon a rock, in a pictureſque, romantic 
are very uncertain. Though the lands of Bradwood, around it, have been fei 


cd out by the families of Lauderdale and Carnwath, they have choſen to retain 


on the promontory of the rock on which it ſtands, it appears, that there wa 


old hall is yet viſible on the very pinnacle of the rock. The veſtiges of ſome 


promontory,—Hall-Hill is adjacent to the Earl of Hyndford's new garden 
near to the ſite of the Old Abbey, referred to in the beginning of this accoutt. 


: maſter, 


were the Mains of Mauldflie, Milton, Waygateſhaw, Bradwood and Head: 


of the pariſh, is an ancient ſquare tower, of a venerable appearance, with a hat 
tlement and garden on the top. There is a concealed ſtair leading up to the hat 


and very inacceſſible ſituation. It is evident, from its form and ſituation, it mif 


at ſome period have been a place of ſtrength ; but the traditions concerning i 


this tower and ſmall garden, with free « jſh and entry,” which they only rent! 
about 10 s. Sterl. per annum; from which it is probable they conſidered it as: 
valuable piece of antiquity. Whether it has ever belonged to the Lockharts d 
Bar, in Ayrſhire, is not known.,—Hall-Craig is a modern houſe at preſent; but 


formerly a place of ſtrength, from which it has got its name. A part of the 
walls and vaults have been diſcovered within the garden; and Jatel, there ws 


dug up, when dreſling the ground, a cauſeway, leading in to the point of the 


As this hill ſtands juſt at the entrance to the holm, or rather on the holm itlell, 


it may, from this circumſtance, more probably have derived its name, than frun 


its vieinity to the old hall of Mauldſlie, which ſtood more than 200 yardst9 
to the N. W, in a les, or ſheltered ſituation, beyond the rivulet. Perhaps b 
ſhould be called Haugh-Hill; it being a ſingular thing for a hill to be in 


haugh or holm. The baſe of this little green mount is evidently artificial, and 


its contents, except a ſmall part on the weſt, a rich, black earth from top © 
bottom. Many human bones have been diſcovered in it. A man digging 1 
the hill lately, on the ſouth ſide, ſtruck upon a large quantity, as if part of 3 


charnel houſe, The incumbent, when walking upon it, found ſeveral human 
„ bones 


very 
Hool. 


after, 
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ys 
maſter. Though the fees were lately increaſed, N yet they are 
ſtill ſuch as not to bear hard upon the —_ and at the ſame 


of Carluke. 


time 


bones, thrown up lately by young trees upon it. Having made a pit | 
on the top, to the depth of 6 feet, even there, many bones were diſcovered; and 

the ſoil itſelf, at that depth, was much; blacker than any croft in the pariſh. 
That he might ſatisfy himſelf with regard to the bones being human, he ſhewed 
them to ſeveral medical gentlemen, who all aſſured him that they were. It is 
thereſore preſumable, that this hill was the family tumulus, where the Niles of 5 
Mauldſlie were buried; and for that reaſon might have been originally called 

Haugh- Kill, in oppoſition to Haigawus- Kill (or Hadzows-Kill), which lies in the 
higheſt part of the pariſh : Kill, in Gaelic, ſignifying a tomb. This circum- 
ſtance alone, however, can ſcarcely account for ſuch a vaſt quantity of bones, and 
It is therefore probable, as this little hill is ſo 
nigh the ſite of the old Abbey, that, about 3 or 4 centuries ago, when the pariſh 
increaſed ſo as to be inhabited towards the Shields, and when the kirk was found 


rich black earth, in one tumulus. 


| neceſſary to be erected at Carluke, as more convenient for the whole inhabitants; 


that at that time, this tumulus would be made the repoſitory of the bones and 
conſecrated earth that would be found in the Abbey-Steads at removing the 
kirk, and turning the ſacred ground into ſuch paſture, or atable ground, as the 
ſpirit of theſe ſuperſtitious times would permit. There are 3 circumſtances that 
| Firſt, The ground where the Abbey ſtood, is ; 
now a clay of as pure a quality, and white colour, as the adjoining fields; which, 
without ſome excavation, can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed, after being a burial place for 
Secondly, The whole earth on the mount, appears of 


ſeem to favour this conjecture. 


perhaps near 1000 years. 
a blacker and much richer quality than any to be found (but in kirk-yards), 
within many miles of it, even blacker and richer than the fatteſt earth in the 
oldeſt burying ground in Carluke kirk-yard; this laſt having been only employ- 


ed as burying ground for 3 or 4 centuries at moſt. 7 aftly, It does not appear, 


that the family of Mauldflie had taken up any burying ground at the kirk of 
Carluke till about the end of laſt century, when their preſent aifle was built. 
From this it is probable, that the family, before that time, muſt have buried 
lomewhere elſe than at Carluke. It does not appear, that they had buried on 
the Abbey Steads, as there is no tradition, or viſible veſtige of it. It is there- | 
fore probable, that they buried their dead on the top of the tumulus, where the 
whole ſacred earth of the Abbey Steads had been collected. Accordingly, the 
ſummit was flattened, and ſo continues to this day. Stones have tumbled from 
it, which appear to have been uſed, either in a tomb, or ſome building of decent 
erchitecture. 


” 


+ 131 | 5 Statiſtical Account 


: time afford ba. encouragement for the labours of the telly | Nos 
_er*, The emolument, on the whole, may be from 30 J. u pike 
3 5 1. Sterling per annum. male 
As this pariſh abounds with PEN and; in the higher parts, 195 
alſo, with peat and turf, it is more burdened with Poor than mace 
| ſome others. Upon an average, there are no leſs than 30 con. nt 
. ſtantly upon the poors lift ; and the amount of the annual WP 
diſtribution, is, I believe, about 80 1. Sterling. This ſum is 125 
raiſed, partly from the intereſt of money mortified for that 5 
' pnrpoſe, and partly from collections at the kirk. But what 

further may be required, to ſatisfy the neceſſary annual de. F 
mand, is, according to act of parliament, appointed by the ann 
| Heritors to be levied from the heritors and houſeholders; WM «= = 
each of theſe elaſſes being burdened with one half of it. Such e 

| heritors, however, as reſide within the pariſh, beſides paying 05 
as heritors, pay alſo as houſeholders, as they occupy houſes I de. 

and farms, which otherwiſe being rented to tenants, would der 
have borne their proportion of the houſeholders half in the *. 
aſſeſſment, But, in order to aſſeſs properly, and to be judge 4s 
of the neceſſary demand for the time, the heritors meet, ac- 2 
cording to act of parliament, on the firſt Tueſdays in Febru- WW im 
ary and Auguſt, to determine on theſe matters +, = of p 

8 Road, - 

2 The choolmaſter s ſees, per e are as follows: ? - = 

Engliſh, = - DE „% i bs oo * ſtat 

Common rules of arithmetic, - - "0-4-0 brir 

Higher parts of arithmetic. = Hao. d 21 6 to d 

Latin, -.- — 5 RE. 3 0 42 6 this 

For Engliſh, from the poor, VVV in! 

| cul: 


5 Ses Lord Kames's Abridgement. If a female, who is able to ſpin, but i 
lazy, is, after giving an inventory and diſpoſition, put upon the poor s liſt, the 54 
heritors give her only in proportion to what ſhe earns; a ſourth, a third, or halt tha 
perhaps, according as ſhe appears to need. Before, however, ſhe can receive 


| p01 
chis, ſhe muſt produce the yarn merchant's atteſtation of what ſhe ſpins. 
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within theſe 20 or 30 years. 
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Roads, &c.—Throngh this pariſh there is one great turn- 


pike road, leading from Glaſgow to Peebles, Sc. It is well 
made, and has on it ſeveral toll-bars, though none in this diſ- 


tit. At the village of Carluke, a branch goes off to Lanark, 
made by the ſtatute labour. 


With reſpect to articles of proviſion, their prices of late have very much 
enced; ſo that, where the farmer has many commodities to diſpoſe of, he 
can afford to live eaſy, pay a reaſonable rent to the proprietor, and even ſpend 
ſomething extraordinary himſelf, Fowls, eggs, butter, veal, lamb and mutton, 
Within theſe laſt 20 years, they are doubled; 
which is ſeverely felt by annuitants of every deſcription. Beef and mutton, in 


all ſell at very high prices. 


the markets here, are equal in quality to any in Edinburgh or Glaſgow ; and 
they ſell nearly at the ſame rate. Horſes and cows have alſo doubled their price 


Amidſt theſe revolutions, the poor farmer of a 


few acres, at 10 1. or 20 l. rent, who can with difficulty ſupport his family on the 


produce of his ſmall farm, ſuffers the moſt. He has nothing to ſell, perhaps 
ſomething to purchaſe. 
him, are afluent and comfortable. 


'The cottagers and day-labourers, when compared with 
- It is natural to inquire, whence this increaſe 


Since the ſtatute work was = 
verted into money, the pariſh roads are, in every reſpe@, im- 
proved; ſo that the communication is now more eaſy, and 
the farmers property, adjonung . to the W ſecured from 


Milli, 


of price in every article of proviſion (grain alone excepted) can ariſe? Is it 


that the number of conſumers have multiplied in an equal proportion to this 
advance? — or that the modern modes of farming have diminiſhed, rather than 


increaſed the quantity produced No: the increaſe of the conſumers, upon the 


whole, is by no means in proportion to this advance of price, as we ſee from the 


ſtatiſtical accounts already publiſhed ; and we know from fact, that many farms 
bring more than double in the market, and none leſs, than they uſed formerly 
to do, Whence then does it proceed ? Among the many other cauſes to which 
this may be afcribed, perhaps the principal one is, the great increaſe of banks 


in Scotland and England, and the enormous quantity of paper which they cir- 


culate, which ſinks the value of money, inſomuch, that in purchaſing many of 
the neceſſarie s of life, a ſum of money will not go half ſo far as it uſed to do. 
And though the different Kinds of grain are more ſtable and fixed in their prices 
than other things, this is evidently owing to the corn laws with reſpect to im- 
bortation, of which the farmers complain ſo loudly, 


— 


country for ſome time, were thoſe of Manldilie, which per. 
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Mills, Sc. In this, * the whole pighet parts of che 
E dale, there are no mills for grinding wheat, which is a grey 
_ difadvantage. In this pariſh, however, there are 5 comma 
corn mills. The firſt, and probably the only corn mills in this 


| haps may have derived its name from Molo, to grind. Th 
mills of Mauldſlie appear to have comprehended, at firſt, why 
is now called Milton, and alſo 3 or 4 mills on the lower par 
of Carluke Burn. At that time, there was a wooden bridge 
(the veſtiges of which are yet viſible), fitted up in the rock 
at Milton, to make the communication to theſe mills eafie 
from the ſcuth and weft on the oppoſite fide of the Clyde: 
and farmers on the eaſt, at the diſtance of about 7 miles 
were bound, by charters, to grind at the mills of Mauldſl, 
: It appears alſo, that, about 500 years ago, King Robert Bruce 
was proprietor of theſe mills ; for it is recorded, that he grant 
ed 10 merks Sterling, out of his mills of Maldſlay (ſo it was 
then written), for the purpoſe of keeping a lamp perpetually 
burning upon the tomb of St. Machute at Leſmahago“. Ther: 
was lately found, near the foot of the parith, the remains of 
hand-mill, which had been uſed for grinding before the period 
of water mills. It is a very large whin, or muir, ſtone, f 
ſcooped into the form of a large baſon, as to receive a lefle 


ſtone correſponding to it, with a handle. _ io 
| he | „ F form 

- Eminent Men, &c,—Some Scotch coins, as ar- wil 
cient as Alexander I. have been found in this pariſh, both ai * 
Chapel-Yard, and St. Oſwald's Chapel. From S. E. to N.. 3 
runs the Roman Road, called here Watling's Street, (perbap deri 


a corruption of Vitellius's Street). In ſome places, eſpectally 


at Killcaigow-Law, it is ſtill ſo viſible, that the manner 0 a 
GR 1 


see Spotiſwood. 


TR ts formation can eaſily be aſcertained. The Romans appear PEE 
5.» have placed broad ſtones in the bottom of the road, where 
"oF he ground was ſoft, and broke others very ſmall, with which 

N * hey covered him. Roman coins at Burnhouſe and Caſtle- hill 

1 per. 


The 


| What 


2 Chriſtianity, died, and was buried here a few years ago. This 
5 K pariſh gave birth to Major General William Roy, whoſe cha- 
2 aer and abilities as a mathematician, &c. are well known *. 
eaſter 


mm 2 alſo were born, the Reverend Dr. Robert Dick, late mi- 
Ade: | 


miles, 1 5 5 

lad Preſtonpans ; both very eminent in their profeſſion, 

| Is | 5 1 : 13 ö 3 ö b N Ay <5, N 8 

* Miſcellaneous Oh ſervations.— Two countrymen in this pariſh, 
ant. riſn, 


have long employed their ingenuity in endeavouring to diſcover 


We the perpetuum mobile ; but, like all others who have embarked 
Ther in the ſame cauſe, their attempts have as yet been unſucceſsful, 
_ ome time ago, a woman in this pariſh brought her huſ- 
W band fix children at two ſucceſſive births. The three firſt are 
= R alive, and doing well.—A few years ago, a young woman was 


Tefler BR | . 
: time with his ſpouſe, gradually declined and died. The re- 


18 al 
oth at 
N. W. 
rhaps 
cially 


er ol 
its 


death, pave to the world a fine ſprightly youth, who now in- 


ple here, are, in general, of the ordinary ſize, yet an old man, 


See Scots 8 for July 1790. 
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vere found in the direction of this road, and a deſcription of ” 
them was lately given in the Scots Magazine. Robert Gock- 
burn, A. M. aged 89, who wrote many tracts in favour of 


miſter of Edinburgh, and the Reverend Mr. James Roy of 
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married to an old man of 80, who, after living for ſome 
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ations began to divide his little eſtate among them, in con- 
formity to the will of the deceaſed ; when, to their great ſur- 
[priſe, the diſconfolate widow diſcovered ſymptoms of fruit- 
Julneſs, and, preciſely 8 months and 16 days aſter the old man's 


herits the whole propexty of the deceaſed. —Though the peo- 
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died ſome time ago, of the age of 90, who Was about 7 feet 
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in belgbt; and there are at preſent coe alive, 6 feet and up. 
| wards, In the year 1789, the orchards in this pariſh Producy 
ſuch a plentiful crop, as to yield in all, for fruit, above goil 
Sterling, beſides about 200l. for the under growth. —On Marg 
2th 1782, the river Clyde roſe ſo high (being, in the mon 
confined places, about 4 feet higher than ever known), thy 
ſeveral mills on the other ſide were {wept away, and the groun 
on this fide much damaged, by being cut with the ftrean, 
and covered with gravel, In the ſame year, and alſo i 
178 3; the people in this pariſh, like many others, were i 
very great want of grain, 0 occaſioned by the general failure d 
the crops. What they had from their farms, was much 
maged, eſpecially on the higher grounds; but, by occafiond 
ſupplies of peaſe from Leith, and the kind attention and libe. 
ral contributions of the more opulent heritors, the poor hen 
were o well provided for, that none ol them ſuffered fron 


want. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages —The principal diſadva, 
tages, under which this pariſh labours, appear to be the fo 
lowing : —Though the ground ſtands much in need of dung 
and ſome of it cannot be made very productive by lime alone 
yet, by lying at a diſtance from large towns, that ſort of mi: 
nure cannot eaſily be procured, but in the {mall quantitis 
which the farmers themſelves produce. — This being a clayej 
country, in ſome places, during the drought of ſummer, the 
cattle are at a loſs for want of water, and are thereby liable 
to certain diſeaſes, well known to the farmer, which, in tt 
_ woody part of the country, are particularly prevalent, 
there 1s a continual drain from the pariſh, both of young men 
and women, to the neighbouring cotton mills, iron works, &. 
the farmer is often at a loſs for labourers ; and ſervants wages 


2re thereby rendered much higher, than the maſter can _ 
affor 
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ford at preſent, being, from G1. to 101. per annum for a 
man; and, from 31. to 41. for a woman. A young and vi- 
gorous day-labourer, can, with difficulty, be procured; and 
(victuals excluded), he receives, from 14 d. to 15 d. a day, 
during the ſummer; ſo that the farmers now begin to perceive, 
that it is their intereſt to encourage cottagers, and to ſubmit 
to the riſk ot being thereby burdened with a heavier poor's 
rate. Indeed, as we are in this pariſh attentive to the poor, 
and well ſupplied with fuel, we have generally many lIabour- 
ers reſorting here in the decline of life; but from them no 
labour of importance can be expected, ſor any conſiderable 2 
time; and, unleſs we are watchful, in terms of law, they may 
ſoon become a burden upon the pariſh, F rom the quick de- 
clivity of this pariſh, the ground is apt to be waſhed down 


much faſter by the rains, than in other places; ſo that the ma- 


nure laid upon it, is ſooner exhauſted; and the ditches, by 


collecting a larger body of water, ſtand in need of conflant 


repair, and in ſome ſteep ſituations, can ſcarcely be at all 


kept up.— In the clayey part of the diſtrict, the materials 
with which the roads are made, partaking of the nature of 
the ſoul, and being of a ſoft quality, the roads themſelves 
ſtand in need of conſtant attention and expence.—Being ex- 
poſed to the high winds in harveſt, the crop, when ripened, 


8 in danger, and therefore, in prudence, it muſt be cut down, 


ſooner than we would otherwiſe chooſe to do. In the lower 
part of the, pariſh, however, they are expoſed, during the 


hay and corn harveſt, to great inconveniences in wet lealons, 


from the want of a free circulation of air. 


But though the pariſh labours under theſe difadvantages, yet 
there are alſo cireumſtances in its favour, which tend to coun- 
terbalance them. Being at a moderate diſtance from Glaigow, 


ad within a few miles of 2 iron works, and 3 cotton mills, 


*oMmodities of all Kinds are ſold to good advantage,—Thongh 
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there is a ſcarcity of Sung here, yet we are well Cupylis 
with coal and lime, and in ſome places with moſs and tur 
for compoſt. And the land is of ſuch a quality, that it dog 
not of itſelf (like a weak or ſandy ſoil), ſoon exhauſt why 
is imparted to it. — Though we are fo nigh public works 28 . 
inſure the ſale of every commodity, we are ſeparated at ſu 
2 diſtance from them, as to be lefs in danger of having th 


5 e people corrupted by — in their morals my prin of 
ciples*. : ſhi 
0 
| Charafter—The charakter of the people, i in general, i : 
= - 
very e and it is much to their honour, that, afte 
OTC 
wu 
e e an 
»The utility of the following regulations has been ſenſibly felt by the inhv pr 
bitants here. I. Diſputes having often ariſen with regard to particular burying pe 
grounds, a plan of the whole kirk-yard was lately formed (in which differen in 
layers, after a public advertiſement, were accurately aſcertained, by marking an 
_ deſcribing every man's property, in regular order, upon it, with his name and 1 
0 


number, beginning at a certain corner of the kirk- yard), which was lodged, wit 
a correſponding catalogue, in the hands of the pariſh-clerk, to which every perla B 
may now have recourſe, when occaſion requires, 2. The inconvenience and bj It 
by acts of theft, &c. which many ſuſtain by encouraging the vagrant poor o th 
other pariſhes, we have endeavoured to prevent here, not only by making liberi 
| Proviſion for the poor of this pariſh, and reſtraihing them from ſtrolling, undet 
the penalty of a forfeiture of their allowance; but alfo by following out ſtrid- th 
ly the rule of St. Paul, © If any would not work, neither ſhould he et. m 
(2 Theſſ. iii. 10.) and the laws of our country with reſpect to idle vagratts v. 
(See Lord Kaimes's Abridgement). 3. Many orchards upon the Clyde having 0 


Z late been much injured, by ſome malicious perſons, the gentlemen here have cot P 
tributed liberally towards the eſtabliſhment of a fund, for proſecuting according 2 
to law, and bringing to deſerved puniſhment, ſuch atrocious offenders in futute, 00 

and it is found to have a very good effect. 4. As in many places, children U 


| fchool ſuffer much, even under the care and attention of the moſt able and faith 
ful teachers, from the ſcholars being more numerous than any one man can pot 
bly do juſtice to, the heritors of this pariſh have reſolved to obviate, in ſom? 
degree, this inconvenien:e by the following proviſion : Should the number d 
 fcholars at any time amount to more than 50, the pariſh ſchoolmaſter is obliged 
to employ an aſſiſtant for the b-nefit of his lower claſſes. This aſſiſtant he ge 
acrally chooſes from among the mere advanced of his ſcholars, 
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living among them for about 30 years, the preſent incumbent 
can ſay with truth, that they are in general of good under- 


ſtandings, moderate in their views, and of humane diſpoſi- 
tions. Among thoſe who attend the Eſtabliſhed Church, there 
is ſcarce an inſtance, either of wild enthuſiaſm, or of a per- 
ſecuting and cruel ſpirit. Profanity, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, 
diſhoneſty, &c. are by no means prevalent. Ihe general body 
of the people, are regular in their attendance on public wor. 
ſhip, ſober and virtuous. No child murder has been known 
to be committed here in the memory of man. The diſcipline | 
of the church has been always exerciſed with mildneſs. In 
ordinary caſes, only one appearance is now required, and 
antenuptial fornication diſmiſſed with a ſeſſional rebuke, like a 
private marriage; ſo that none are hardened by frequent ap- 
pearances; and marriage is encouraged in all. To conclude ; | 
in ſome parts of this pariſh, much benefit is derived from the 
great improvement which has been lately made, by gentlemen 


of taſte and public ſpirit, in the houſes of their tenants. 
By being built neat and commodious, well aired, and properly 


lighted, they are found to cheriſh, among thoſe who inhabit 


them, a ſpirit of cleanlineſs and cheerfulneſs, and to contri- 


dute materially to their health, In ſuch places accordingly, 


the people can live with more comfort and happineſs than for- 
merly ; they aflociate more. frequently together; they eulti- 


vate their farms more vigorouſly; they procure better 


prices for their commodities ; and, being thus enabled to dreſs 
more decently, and to make a better appearance on public oc- 


calions, they have thence an additional inducement, to attend 


with more regularity, the important ordinances of religion, 
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NUMBER IX. 


pp 


PARISH OF CANIS BAY. 
(County of Caithneſs.) 


5 By the Rev. Johx Mox150N, B. D. 


."Ortgin of the Name. 5 


> Tis not known that the pariſh ever had any other name, thai 
what it now bears. Caniſbay has been ſuppoſed by ſome 
to have been originally written Canonſbay ; others conjec- 
ture it to have ſome connection with the Latin vocable Cami. 
It is, however, more probable, that Canute's-Bay was its 
| firſt appellation, in honour of the arrival of ſome Norwe- 
glan chief of the name of Canude. There 18 indeed no a0. 
count of the deſcent of ſuch a chief upon the coaſt, nor is there 
any bay in the pariſh now denominated Caniſbay. But as all 
the places of the leaſt note in the pariſh, are clearly of Nor- 
wegian derivation, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the name of 
| the diſtrict itſelf ſhould be an exception. 


Situation and 3 of Caniſbay being the 
moſt northern land in the iſland of Great Britain, is ſituated 
m the latitude of 580 45“ N., about 29 of W. longitude trom 


* 


London. 
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Londen. | The figure of the pariſh is remarkable for its 


regularity, exhibiting to the eye the exact quadrant of a 


circle, the arch of which divides it from the neighbouring 
pariſhes towards the land, and the two containing ſides from 5 
the ſeas that waſh its coaſts; Dungiſbay Head is in the ver- 

tix of this quadrant, from which the coaſt ſtretches in a 
raight direction due 8 and due W. till it meets with Wick 
pariſh on one hand, and Dunnet on the other. Each of theſe 


lines may be reckoned 8 Engliſh miles in extent. The 


whole ſurface of the pariſh may be eee to coeupy 


about 50 ſquare miles or upwards. 


Soil, Surface e is rather a level than a hilly 
ditrict, The Warth Hill is of conſiderable height and mag- 
nitude, and is the only one in the pariſh deſerving the name. 
The Loch of Mey is about 2 Scotch miles in circumference, 
There is no river, and only a few rivulets (the chief of which 
is the Burn of Freſwick), in the whole pariſh. A ſingle ſtone 


(ca. rock excepted) of any conſiderable magnitude, is no where 


to be ſeen above the ſurface of the earth. There are mineral 


and freſh water ſprings in abundance. The former are all of 
the chalybeate kind. There 1s one of excellent quality near 


the old caſtle of Freſwick. Heath in general prevails, 
where agriculture has not reached, There are, however, con- 


hiderable tracts of green paſture land, in different diſtricts of 


the pariſh, which require only the advantages of cultivation 
to be made productive. A light black loam, with an inter- 
mixture of moſs, is, where cultivation prevails, the general 
character of the ſoil. The reſt is entirely moſs, reaching, in 
tome places down to the ſea brink, and yielding peats in the 


preateſt abundance, and of as good quality as any in the 
kingdom. 
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5 a The lands about Mey, belonging to the Eat of 
CANS; have an intermixture of ap” : 


TW lin is diſtinguiſhed by variable, 
rather than tempeſtuous weather. Remote from the 
mountains, which attrat moiſture and occaſion rain, fair wes. 
ther is not unuſual. The winters are generally mild and 
open, froſts are ſeldom intenſe, or of long continuance, 
-.The ſnow never thickens to any depth, and the coaft 
is ſcarcely ſprinkled by it, while in more inland pariſhes i 
lies to a conſiderable depth. The level ſituation of the pariſh, 
and the ſea ſurrounding it on every fide but one, may be re. 
garded as the cauſes of this temperature. The ſummers in 
Caniſbay, for the ſame reaſon, are temperately cool; and high 
winds are, in genera], more prevalent than heavy rains. The 
Aurora Borealis begins to exhibit itſelf about the middle 
of harvefl, In no part of Britain is it to be ſeen to 
more advantage. At times, from the ſhifting brilliancy of its 
vivid corruſcations, the whole heavens ſeem to be in mo- 
tion : at other times a ſettled bloody tinge prevails over all 
the ſky ; and on theſe occaſions, the whole phenomenon ap- 
pears truly awful and magnificent, All its appearances ſeem 
to prove that it is the elde of . 


? 3 and Diſeaſes. —There 1 few diſtricts where more 
good health is enjoyed than in Caniſbay. The inhabitants in 
general live to a good old age. There are ſeveral at preſent in the 
pariſh bet wixt 90 and 100. Many die at an advanced age, with- 
cout the recollection of a day's illneſs in the courſe of theit 
lives. The moſt prevalent illneſſes among the people, are 
thoſe ariſing from obſtructed perſpiration, owing to the va- 
riableneſs of the weather, and perhaps ſtill more, to the raw 
and unwholeſome vapours transfuſed into the atmoſphere the 


breathe, from the extenſive tracts of fen, muir and moſs in 
| theit 


of Canyſbay. 145 
their vicinity, while colds, coughs, and rheumatiſms are not 
unfrequent. Fevers prevail as little here, perhaps, as in any | 


corner of the world, Inoculation i is not yet in general prac- 
tice; but though few eſcape the ſmall pox, the diſeaſe is ſel- 


dom mortal, Indeed, moſt other diſeaſes are extremely rare. 


Few pariſhes, therefore, give leſs trouble or emolument to 
en, than * . 


ann There are 382 farwilies 3 in the pariſh; include 


ing thoſe in the iſland of Stroma. The number of males is 
881, and of females 1069, total 1950. The return to Dr. 
Webſter in 175 5, was only 1481 ſouls. The population has 8 


therefore increaſed 469 within theſe 40 years. The ad vance- 
ment of civilization, the free enjoyment of property, a better 
cultivated ſoil, the multiplicity of families on ſmall farms, and 


more extenſive employment in fiſhing and the other maritime 
occupations, may be conſidered as the operative ſources of this 


increaſe. As theſe cauſes acquire additional energy, propor- 
tional effects may be expected. Were the waſte grounds culti- 
vated, and ſome little branches of manufacture eſtabliſhed, the 


pariſh, might amount to a third more, than what they now 


are, The following lift ſhews the number of bicths, deaths, | 


ind e, for the laſt 4 years. 


; Tears. Birtbs. Deaths. Marriages. 
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| Rent and Proppletos. —The whole vilav rent orf the Pau 
_riſh amounts to 38551. 3 8. 6 d. Scotch. The real rent may 
be computed at about T ; l. Sterling. From 1200 to 159 
bolls of victual are yearly exported, beſides maintaining the 
inhabitants. Land is divided into what are called penny 
lands, halfpenny lands, farthing lands, and octos. 

tos are reckoned equal to 12 acres. 
an average, is not below a guinea. In ſome places it is 30s, 


thron 
is tar 
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wind 
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| Eight oe. 
The rent of an Acre, at 


er upwards. The Earl of Caithneſs, Robert Sinclair, Eſq, 
of Freſwick, and the family of Brabfler, are the only 
proprietors in the pariſh. Brabſter is an inland proper. 


field 
ſiſtir 


he 

ty, lying in the centre of the diſtrict. All the other cul. * 
tivated lands are ſituated on the coaſt, extending, at an ave. Witt 
rage, about half an Engliſh mile from the ſhore, There are 1 1 
alſo frequent interjections of moſs and moor, reaching down 10 
to the ſea coaſt, and dividing one cultivated diſtrict from con 
another. —Hence it is apparent, how ſmall a proportion of PR 
- this extenſive pariſh is as yet kronght into cultivation. the 
| net 

© Quttivation and ran T medium extent of farms val 


does not exceed the ſum of 9 l. Sterling yearly rent. By this 
multiplicity of families, the ſoil is brought up to the higheſt 
pitch of cultivation,—Oats and barley, f in alternate crops, with 
the addition of ſome flax and potatoes, are the ſole objects df 


agriculture. The ſoil, at an average, yields about 5 returns the 
of oats, and above 7 of harley; but in ſome. particular ſpots, 4 

no leſs than 11 returns of barley have been reaped.— From ot 

Martinmas till ſpring, the dung of the cattle is leſt in the at 

byre; a bedding of dry earth or peat mold is thrown above it * 

every day, which mixes with the dung, and, at the ſame time, bs 
keeps the cattle warm and dry. A cart load of this compoſt z 
13 reckoned more valuable as a manure, than three of pure 1 

dung, particularly, if thrown out and expoſed to the weather WF i: 

0 


h 
. throug 


S Gmjby . 1p 
throngh the winter; but the Frineipel < manure along the coaſt, 
is tang or ſea ware : it comes aſhore in the greateſt abundance 


during the ſpring months, when it is moſt needed. A 


wind blowing from the land brings the ware from the " ER 


This manure is ſolely appropriated to the barley crop. It is 
a powerful cleanſer of the ſoil, coaleſces with it in the ſhorteſt 


ſpace, exerts and exhauſts its nutritive virtues in the nouriſh- 


ment of one crop. In whatever manner it is laid upon the 
field, it is a manure of the firſt eſtimation. Dunghills con- 
| fiſting of earth and ware, of 6 or x2 month's ſtanding, ſeem 
the moſt eligible preparation of this valuable manure for the . 
foil. From the conſtant uſe of ſea-ware as a manure, along 
with the conſtituent qualities of the ſoil, the cultivated lands 


in moſt parts of the pariſh, are as fine and friable as garden 


mould, and are cultivated in general with leſs ſtrength, than, : 
comparatively ſpeaking, is found requiſite in other places of 


the country. The foil being perfectly clear of latent rock, 
the plough is made of the lighteſt conſtruction ; and, in ge- 


neral, both plough and cattle do not exceed 10]. Sterling i in 


value *, 


T 2 1 5 Propoſed 


Oats are begun to he ſown about the firſt week of April, and barley about 


the 12th of May, nor is the ſeaſon gone for the ſowing. of the latter ſo late as 
the 21ſt of June, Harveſt heglos about the xt of September, and is in general | 


finiſhed in the courſe of a month. Gray and black oats are the common growth 
of the parith, as they are over all Caithneſs. They unqueſtionably accord better 


with the ſoil and climate, than the white oats. The latter is not only a greater 
robber of the ſoil, but is far more liable to ſhake in harveſt, than the former, 
Bread of the white oats is ſtronger, and perhaps ſomewhat fairer, but by na 


means ſuperior in taſte and mellowneſs—A man fcrvant. gets little ſhort of 3 . 
Sterling per annum, and a woman half as much. Day labourers are ſeldom em- 


ployed: They may be had at about 9 d. per day without victuals. Maſon and 
| Joiner work is fully higher than in any part ef Scatland. Carts are in commoR. 


uſe taroughou: the pariſh, 
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Propoſed Improvements. —As neither inclofures nor winter 

| herding, have as yet taken place, green crops are of court 
unattended to, among the common people. The proprietors and Nis rear 

; gentlemen, whoſe attention is directed to farming, carry 0 cultur 
their operations on a more liberal and extenſive plan. In. io cor 
provers, converſant in every branch of agricultural employ. I mer ti 
ment; with farms worth 1001. or upwards, of yearly rent; iu. The. 
cloſures, green crops, implements of the moſt approved conſtruc. rom 
tion, and labouring cattle of due fize and eſtimation, are wu tie p 
juſlly entitle them to the appellation of farmers. Their I Dung 
| praiſe would be great indeed, if, by granting longer leaſes to and) 
the tenants, they could perſuade them once to begin the buf. WY beld 
neſs of incloſing, and the culture of waſte ground, which cries 
aloud, and bas cried for ages, for the advantages of the ſpad: 
and the plough. In former times, and even theſe not long 
elapſed, unlimited ſervices were unqueſtionably a part of the 

: equivalent, which tenants paid for the lands they occupied, 
| Beſides money and victual, a vaſt variety of different article; 
was demanded from the farmer. A ſyſtem of that ſort ſug- 
geſts a variety OL i refletions, with which the dignity and hap- 
pineſs of man are deeply connected. Theſe cuſtoms, as they 
are called, are now for the moſt part converted into money, 
Unlimited ſervices are no longer exigible. In one balf dt 
the pariſh, two days in ſpring, and two in harveſt, are the 
ſtipulated ſervice; nor is this invariably exacted. From the 
operation of preſent arrangements, in a very ſhort time the 
other half will be equally free. Emancipation is every where 


prevalling, and the monſter Feudal yn 1 15 hiding his head in 
name. 


Black Cattle and Paſturage.—Caniſbay, notwithſtanding its 
boundleſs extent of hill paſture, is not to be reckoned a cattle 
pariſh, To deſcend to a particular en3meration, of the horſes 


and 


- 
% 


es. 9 


ind black cattle in it, could anſwer little purges, when it can be 
Terted as a fact, that not above one third, of the foals or calves, 
is reared and brought up in the pariſh, that are neceſſary for the 


culture of the ſoil. Grals is one of the principal wants we have 
to complain of. The arable ſoil is ſo precious, that the far. 
mer thinks, he could not bear turning any part of it into graſs. 
The want of incloſures and winter herding, precludes him 
from the advantages of green crops, The belt graſs farm in 
the pariih lies on the north coaſt, about an Engliſh mile from f 


Dungiſbay Head. It is ſufficient for the ſupport of zo cows, 


and yields butter, which, for colour and quality, 1 IS alen veciR 


held 1 in the ns eſtimation. 


Sheep, —Tt 1s not believed, that the whole ſheep in the pa- 
ich at preſent exceed 2000. Foxes, dogs, bad ſeaſons, and, 
above all, the inattention of the owners, are the cauſes of the 


diminution of their number, to a third part of what they for- 
merly were. They are far from being of a very good quality, 


either for wool or mutton ; nor has any attempt been made to 
meliorate the breed. The pariſh in general is not naturally 
| poſſeſſed of paſturage favourable for the rearing of ſheep. 
There is one place in it, however, that ſeems to recommend 


itſelf for the paſturage of ſheep, and for nothing elſe.— This 


is Dungiſbay Head and its environs, which might be adequate 
to the ſupport of 608 or 700 ſheep. The Head itſelf is every 


where covered With green to the very brink of the ſur- 
rounding rock, with an intermixture of ſhort young heath, 
The ſituation is dry and the air wholeſome. The Head com- 


municates with the Warth Hill, which would relieve the paſ- 
turage occaſionally. Upon the whole, it is hardly to be 


doubted, that ſheep would proſper on this paſture, if duly at- 
tended to; and it were greatly to be wiſhed, that the pro- 
rietor or aloe would make the experiment. 


Swine, 
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ſaves 


| Swine, Wc.—There i is a ſaperabundance of tine througioy 

1 the pariſh: they are of a ſmall ſize, fatten well, and their flel 
is peculiarly tender and delicate; but the damage they do, inthe 

winter ſeaſon, to the graſs and corn lands, as they are allowed io 

roam at large, far exceeds any advantages, that can accrue fron 
the rearing of them, Geeſe and other poultry are alſo in 
great plenty, though not above half the number are reared, 

| fince what was payable in kind to the hana . been 
converted into e 


he int! 
and the 
yards 1 
from t. 
table n 
the hat 
perfeck 
| Rp Pl been 0 
Average value of the above Animals, reſpon 

| on the 


1 E. . d. | 1 eg | 
| An ox, G7. 3 5 Beef ſells at 21 d. per lb. Sou 
Ac e 210 0. VVV extenc 
9 5 A horſe, he Sad 3 0 0 5 e Mutton at 2 d. exceec 
„% 0.00 Co rocks 
- Aw, 0.13 4. Pork at 14 
A gooſe, - Ip 3 9:0: 6 5 5 e | | Jond, 
A hen, „ A dozen of Fes LY andy 
9 | e | e the n 
Coaſto.—Dungiſbay Head, the Berubium of Ptolemy, is f. ſumes 
tuated in the N. E. corner of the iſland of Great Britain, reach! 
where the line of the coaſt, from a northern direction, turns lore, 


directly due weſt, and continues its courſe, till it reaches Cape Mer 
Wrath, wath little or no variation in its rectilinear direction. the ſc 
This beautiful promontory is of a circular ſhape, about 2 Th 

miles in circumference, Towards the ſea, which encompaſſes for w 
two thirds of the Head, it is one continued precipice. On the from 


land fide, you deſcend by a gentle flope into a deep valley, han. Falk 
ing a ſmall moſſy rivulet running through it, which termi- grow 
nates the Head on that quarter. Near the top of the rock, The 
and on that {ide which faces the Orkneys, there is a vat Pure! 
gulph or cavern, (called, by the neighbouring inhabitants, the and t 

Jou 


Gizpe), ſtretching all around perpendicularly down, till is 
| duk 


wiky bottom comes on a level with the ſea, with Wiats 
ayes it holds communication, by an opening at the baſe of | 
he intervening rock. The bridge betwixt this fearful chaſm, 


Ont 
fel 
n the 
ed ts 
rom 


rards wide. On the higheſt part of the head, about 50 yards : 


ſo om the edge of the precipice, there are to be ſeen indubi- 
red, table marks of ſome houſe, or manfion, heretofore erected by 135 
been te hand of man. Its baſe, which is all that now remains, is 


en the top of Warth hill, at about the diſtance of 2 miles. 


extends its baſe to the ſea brink. The coaſt is every where 
exceeding bold, and the wild and varied magnificence of the 
rocks are peculiarly ſtriking to the eye of a ſtranger. Be- 
yond, for about a mile, the coaſt ſubſides into a beautiful 
andy beach winding around the bay, till it reaches 
the manſion-houſe of Freſwick. Here the coaſt again re- 
is 6 ſumes its boldneſs, which continues with little variation, till it 
tain, reaches the confines of the pariſh, The lands adjacent to the 
urns hore, for the laſt 3 miles, (a little moor ſouth of Freſwick 
Cape excepted,) are all under cultivation. The coaſt is beautiful; 
gion. Ihe foil luxuriant and productive. | | 
N The north coaſt has but little of that ſtupendous boldneſs, 
ales for which the eaſtern one is ſo remarkable. In coming down 
n the from the Head, and travelling weſtward for two miles, the 
hay- walk is extremely pleaſant. The greateſt luxuriancy of 
mi- Stowth prevails, extending from the ſhore about a mile inland. 
rock, Ihe beach itſelf conſiſts wholly of ſhells and ſhell ſand, of the 
van bureſt white, which contribute alike to beautify the coaſt, 
i the and to enrich the ſoil. In the middle of this delightful walk, 


1 is 70 *pproach the celebrated reſidence of Joux OG ROAT; but, 


jus 0 although 


of Caniſbay. © es e 
nd the edge of the main rock, towards the ſea, is about fix 


perfectly circular, and about 20 feet wide. It has probably 
been occupied as a watch tower, or place of obſervation, cor- 
reſponding with another, the veſtiges of which are to be ſeen 


South from the Head, for about 5 miles, the Warth hill . 
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altheugh his name be ſtill illuſtrious, the ſpot is ſearey 
_ diſtinguiſhable where he dwelt. Weſtward from the burn 

of Dungiſbay to Huna, moſs prevails to the ſea brink, 
From Huna to Gills, is one of the moſt fertile diſtricts i in the 
5 pariſh. The church is fituated in the middle of it, on: 


N riſing ground, cloſe by the ſhore, the manſe about! 


; quarter of a mile inland from the church. Beyond Gill, 
there is, along the weſt, a large tract of waſte ground, though 
very capable of evltivation. Mey, part of the property dd 
the Earl of Caithneſs; - terminates the pariſh on the well, 
This is an exceeding populous and fertile diſtrict; there ar 
above 100, families 6n this part of his Lordſhip's eſtate, 


11 What he farms Himaſell might rent for about 100 3 e 


Maritime State. n are no > hips "If £457 to the pa. 
riſn, nor harbours in it to receive them, The bays upon the 
coaſt are thoſe. of Gilts, Dungiſbay, and Freſwick, in all al 
which, if the weather be tolerably moderate, veſſels can li 

in ſafety; and take in their cargoes ; but, none of them are to 

a be regarded as eligible ſtations in rough weather. Gills Bay 
16 e to the reſt. os 


Kelp and Mizrralc. The ſhores of Caniſbay are exceeding 
valuable, yielding about 100 tons of kelp in a favourable ſet 
fon, which is near as much as is made in all the reſt of Caith- 
neſs, They afford freeſtone for building, and ware for the 
land in the greateſt abundance. The ſhell ſhore of Dung 
bay, yields lime of the firſt eſtimation for purity and white 
— neſs, and, in ſome parts of the world, would turn to confider- 
able account to the owner. The adjacent lands are altoge- 
ther impregnated with the ſand of theſe ſhells, which gives 
2 peculiar activity and cleanlineſs to the ſoil. The ſuperiot 

| luxurianc 
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which emits a hot vivid flame in burning, but without much 


diſſolution of parts, or diminution of fize, after it becomes 
extinct. It is got near the ſurface of the earth; and, in all 


probability, coal of a better quality may be found under it; but, 


the ſuperabundance of peat fuel, in the moſſes of Caniſbay, 
in a great meaſure ſuperſedes tlie neceſſity of digging for it. 


Boats and Fiſhing —There are about 66 boats around the 
coaſt, and yet not one man who lives entirely by fiſhing in 
tue whole pariih, Each of theſe boats is the joint property of, 


perhaps, 6 or 7 different owners. The fiſh are divided accord. 


ing to the value of their reſpective ſhares in the boat; and, the 

object of filhing is not lale, but the ſupport of their families. 
The buſineſs of agriculture, from the benignity of the ſoil, | 
and the number of hands employed, being ſoon and eafily dif. 
patched, they have abundance of leiſure every good day to ; 
go a filning., Hence, every farmer in the pariſh, (the inland 


eſtate of Brabfter excepted,) is a fiſherman, and every fiſher- 
man a farmer. There is, perhaps, ſcarce an inſtance known, of 


one pariſhioner ever ſelling a fith to another. Fiſh-mongers . 
have of late engaged ſome boats, on the coaſt, to iſh cod and ling 


at a ſtipulated value; but as this branch of induſtry is yet but in 


its infancy, it merits no particular deſcription on the preſent 
occaſion, On the north coaſt, the rapidity of the tides in the 


Pentland Frith is altogether unfavourable to fiſhing. In very 


ilormy weather, cod and ling are, by the force of the billows, 
frequently thrown in alive upon the ſhore, and taken up by 


the people, vho on theſe occaſions go in queſt of them. On 
the eaſt coaſt, the ſame difficulties not occurring, fiſhing might 
unqueſtionably turn to good account, if proper exertions were 

Vor. VIII. EEE: made 


of Caniſbay. Po 153 
Juxuriancy of the graſs in this diſtrict, ſeems wholly owing to 
the quickening influence of this calcareous manure in its neigh. 
bourhood. Near Barrogil Caſtle, is found a ſpecies of coal 
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and conſtitute a great part of the ſuſtenance of the inhabitant, 


1 . Statiſtical Account 


made, and boats accuſtomed to make a greater ſtretch fron 
land, before they dropt their lines. Gray fiſh, as they ate 
called, of all Kinds, abound every where around the coaf, 


The ſhoals of young fiſh that pour into every creek and bay, 
about the beginning of September, are ſuch, that a boll af 
them may be caught at a few hawls, in the courſe of one 
evening. They ſeem to be the intermingled fry of various 
_ genera, and are called by the inhabitants Sellacs. They are 
tender and delicious in the higheſt degree, and, in general, 
between 3 and 4 inches long. While the rapidity of the tides 
on the north coaſt 1s much againſt the fiſhing of cod and ling, 
there is perhaps no ſtation in the world, where a lobſter fiſh. 
ing might be more ſucceſsfully carried on. The bays of Mey, 
Gills, and Dungiſbay, abound in lobſters to a great degree.— 
A few boats at Mey, for the behoof of Meſſrs. Selby and Co, 


of London, have been employed for the firſt time, in this MR 
branch of induſtry, this ſeaſon ; and, from the ſucceſs they hare ID 
had, it is to be hoped, this ele of fiſhing will ſoon become 5 
panes around the coalt. _8 

appe 


| Church, Schools, and Poor, Gc.— The ſeffion records reach 
as far back as the reſtoration, but are not continued down 
without many gaps and mutilations. The whole inhabitants 5 
of the pariſh profeſs the religion of the eſtabliſhed church, or. 
except a few of the Anabaptiſt perſuaſion. The firſt riſe of them 
that ſe& in Caithneſs, was in a part of the pariſh of Wick, 
where a gentleman of landed property reſided, whoſe ll nants 
views of religion inclined him to profeſs and propagate the WM fron 
Anabaptiſt ſyſtem : From that diſtri, bordering on Caniſ- fal 
bay, it was imported into this pariſh : It is now greatly on the 
decline, and never was accompanied with any ſort of outrage, I ure 


wildneſs, or violence in its profeſſors. The ſtipend of Canil- beg 
bay 
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bay is at Silent 6 chalders of vidiual, one half eat. ad the 


other half bear, with 200 merks of money, and the ſmall 


tithes of the pariſh, accounted, though not equal to, 200 merks 
more, Beſides the parochial ſchool, there are two ſociety- 


ſchools in the pariſh, with a ſalary of 10 1. each. The paro- 
chial ſchool may be worth about 18 1. Sterling. The church 
has very lately received a good repair, and the miniſter has 
been extremely well accommodated with new office houſes, 
The manſe, unleſs attended to, will not be of long duration. 


| The glebe is a very ſmall one, and there is little or no graſs 


annexed to it, —The poor, from the ſeſſion funds, and various 


101, or 12 J. Sterling. The indigent are indeed numerous, 
yet there are few or no ſtrolling beggars in the A 155 


tures. Their common apparel is of home growth and tex- 
ture, generally dyed black. Their dreſs cloaths are all im- 
ported, and in general of better quality, than their circum- 
ſtances can well afford. Both ſexes are alike ambitious to 


appear fine, Few country congregations are more crowded, 


* The preſent miniſter has been 11 years in office, and has not been aſked for 
above half a dozen certificates, in behalf of indigent perſons, neceſſitated to throw 
themſelves upon the alms of the public. The pariſh, at the ſame time, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, is far from being a rich one. The ſea is its great ſupport, with- 
out which, at che rate the lands are rented, it would be impoſſible for the inhabi- 
ants to live, The ſea not only ſupplies them with fiſh, but with bread alſo, 
from the great abundance of tang-manure, which even, in bad ſeaions, ſeldom 
fails to enſure a crop. It alſo affords them employment, with ſuitable wages 


during ſurmer, in the manufacture of kelp. A good deal is gained by pilotage | 


and not a little by ſea expreſſes. From theſe combined cauſes, and their being 
ured from their earlieſt years to habits of ſobriety and temperance, they may 
be laid to live in a ſtate r removed from want and from abundance. 
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collections, receive, at annual diſtributions, about the ſum of 


"Draft, Cuſtoms, Ge. In Caniſhay there are no manufac- ; 
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* . Statiſtical Account 


or brilliant in the ſummer ſeaſon. Meetings for dancing are 
5 very common in winter. It is then, too, that they generally 
marry. Their weddings are often crowded ; but the enter. 
tainment is always gratuitous, There are annual emign. 
tions from the pariſh, both of males and females in the me. 
nial line, who leave the place of their nativity, in queſt of 
ſuperior wages in the ſouth of Scotland. Many of the young 
men become ſoldiers, preferring the land to the ſea ſervice, 
Their character in that capacity has always been to their {I trait 


credit. There are few ſuperſtitious uſages among them“, ty t 

ghoſts and fairies are believed to manifeſt themſelves occa. MI Noi 

ſionally. There are three popiſh chapels mouldering into ope 
deſolation in the pariſh, one at Freſwick, another at Brabſtet, cite 

and a third at St. John's Head. Some ſuperſtitious rites, now are 

in total diſuſe, were wont to be performed, by the iguo- the 

rant vulgar, on particular days, at theſe ſanctified ruins. At are 

_ preſent, not a veſtige of popery ſeems to intermingle in the ter! 

creed of the people. There are no wells of preternatural ef. WW of 

ficacy in the pariſh, There is no day in the year accounted ch: 

| inauſpicious, or, (Sundays excepted) held 1 in higher eſtimation {p1 
than another. bo 
Character. In point of Aimars: there are few of the inha- vo 

| bt tants either much above or below the middle fize, Being co 
| Ep Fr ts 
| an 
| No gentleman, however, of the name of SINCLAIR, either in Caniſbay 0! Pe 
| throughout Caithneſs, will put on green apparel, or think of croſiing the Ord upon? an 
| Monday. They were dreſſed in green, and they croſſed the Ord upon a Mot of 


day, in their way to the battle of” Flowden, where they fought and fell in ths 


| ſervice of their country, almoſt without leaving a repreſentative of the name be · 1 
| | hind them. The day and the dreſs are accordingly regarded as inauſpiciows it 
| If the Ord muſt be got beyond on Monday, the journey is performed by { ic 

A ſuperſtition thus derived from the heroiſm of their anceſtors, and ſo well cal 2 


| culated to excite a ſimilar ſpirit in their offspring, pilolophy itlelf will allow 
to be preſerved from oblivion. 
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of Caniſbay. 1 
ſeldom employed in any ſort of labour, whoſe progreſs from 
its difficulty is neceſſarily flow, and equal, if not ſuperior, to 


every taſk incumbent on them to accompliſh, they often ma- 


| nifeſt the greateſt activity, alertneſs and diſpatch. Hence, 


while occupied in walking, or ſpeaking, their motion and 
their utterance is rather quick than ſlow. This may be part- 
ly owing to their living ſo much at ſea, where the greateſt 
poſſible diſpatch is fo often neceſſary. The climate, with a 


train of local circumſtances, ſerves to give a particular activi- 


ty to the blood and ſpirits of the inhabitants of the north. 


| Notwithſtanding this alertneſs and pomptitude in all their 
operations, unleſs impelled to action from neceſſity, or the ex- 
citement of ſome particular intereſt they have in view, there 
are no people 1 in the world fonder of doing nothing. During 


their hours of idleneſs, which are many, languor and laſlitude 
are never obſervable about them. The mind, having no in- 


tereſls of its own to faſten upon, exerts its power, for the ſake 


of employment, in making inveſti gations into the condition and 


character of others. Hence that ſolicitude after news, that 


{pirit for prying into the moſt hidden concerns of their neigh- 
bours, with the view of gratifying curioſity rather than male- 


volence ; and hence alſo, a more enlarged Knowledge of their 


country, and a more extenſive acquaintance and correſpon- 
dence with one another, than obtains among the peaſantry of 


any other part of Great Britain. In the preſence of their ſu- 


periors, their ſelf. poſſeſſion, recollection and faculty of utter- 
ance never deſerts them. Their diſcernment of the purpoſes 


ot others, and dexterity in concealing their own, are no leſa 
remarkable. What a pity ſuch reſpectable endowments, 


lhould be left to waſte themſelves on objects, neither of pub- 


lic utility nor of private emolument. Were they properly 
called forth, and engaged 1 in branches of commendable induſ- 


try, 
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were wanting, in Es choice of it as an babitstion. The de- 


corations of art are alone wanting to render it one of the 


lovelieſt ſpots in Caithneſs. In the burn of Stempſter, is found 
white ſpar of the pureſt quality. When put into the fire, a 
very {light degree of heat makes it throw out a conſiderable 


portion of phoſphoric light, which gradually decays as the 


ſtone cools, and is again recruited as the ſtone is heated 


2-new. When reduced to a powder, it puts on an exceeding _ 


brilliant and beautiful appearance during | ignition. In elec- 


trical experiments, it is a non- conductor, nor does it ſeem 


ſoluble in acids. About a quarter of a mile eaſt from the 


church, there are 2 ſprings of freſh water, at leaſt 30 yards 
within flood mark. Betwixt Brabſter and Freſwick there is 


a deep hollow, called, in the dialect of the pariſh, the Wolf's 


geo, which muſt have derived its name from being the haunt 
of wolves in former times. There are other circumſtances 
handed down by tradition, which tend to prove, that this 


ravenous animal was once an inhabitant of Caniſbay. 


Mild Animals, —The quadrupeds are ſoxes, hares, otters 
and weaſels.—Adders are ſometimes found in the moſſes, but 
taey are not numerous. In the links of Freſwick, Dungiſ- 
bay and Huna, there are plenty of rabbits, but they turn to 
litle account. There are alſo moor-fowl, plovers, ſnipes, 


ſome partridges, and multitudes of wild pigeons in the rocks. 
birds of paſſage are, the green plover, wild gooſe, ſnow-fowl, 
Wagtall, ſwallow and rail. The ſnow-fowl, in the winter, are 
unconceivably numerous. The hills are exceedingly well 
ſtocked with the moor game above mentioned. The coaſts, 
throughout the year, abound in multitudes of ſea-fowl. In 
the ſummer months, the {warms of ſcarfs, marrots, faiks, &c. 
that come to hatch in the rocks of Dungiſbay and Stroma, 
re prodigious, They in a manner darken the air, when, on 
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any ſudden alarm, they take wing in a a body from heir neſts 

The gun makes frequent and bloody havock among then, 

They are ſhot for amuſement from boats, and the Common 

people appropriate their fleſh and feathers to their own uf. 

The ſport is cruel and unprofitable, as numbers die upon their 

young in the neſt, or ee before they reach the ed ge of the 
projefing ſhelve. 


Pine There is no planting in the pariſh, A goo 
many years ago, an experiment was made on a part of th 
Warth Hill. A few acres were planted with firs, —The 


throve very well while young ; but the fence being inſuf. 


_ ficient, and ſoon mouldering away, and the plantation expoſzl 
to all poſſible injury, the whole periſhed, and at preſent no 
veſtige of it is to be ſeen, The ſpot was well choſen, and had 
the plantation been attended to, there is hard] iy a doubt, but 
that it would have proſpered. No charge ought to be brought 
againſt the ſoil and climate, as long as the exertions of indul. 
try are wanting to overcome the obſtacles complained of, 
Without a ſuitable choice of ground, both as to foil and ſh 
ter, and without proper incloſures, what ſucceſs can or ougit 
to be expected? The burns of Freſwick, of Dungiſbay, and 
the winding braes of Gills, where, in defiance of the depred 
| tions, both of man end beaſt, ſome natural bruth-wood main 
tains its reſidence, ſeem to claim a preterence 1 in experimen 
of this ſort. | 


| Roads, Inns, Traffic „Oc. — The public roads in the pariſh ere 
mmoſe leading from Huna to Wick and Thurſo, both lying along 
the coai!, the one in a ſoutherly, and the other 1 in a weſterly 
direction. They have never been completed, and are very un- 
comfortable in the winter. A third from Huna, leading in- 
to the middle ol the country by Brabfter, would be a great 

3. conveniency 


neſts 
them, 
ninon 
n ue. 
then 
of the 


good 
of the 
They 
inſul. 
poled 
nt no 
d had 
, but 
Jug 
ndul. 
d of, 
hel. 
ug 
, and 
reda. 
NA1l- 


aents 


of Caniſbay. e "we 


-onveniency to other perides, as well: as to Caniſpay. EO | 

pling houſes are by far too numerous in the pariſh : They 
have undoubtedly a bad influence on the induftry, as well as 
morals of the people. Three, beſides the ferry houſes, are all 
| that ought to be allowed. From Huna, the ferry boat croſſes 


with the mails for Orkney once a week. From Burwick in 
South Ronaldſhay, the Orkney mails in like manner croſs to 
Huna. The diſtance there, being the ſhorteſt betwixt Caith- 
neſs and Orkney, is reckoned 4 leagues in ex tent, If a paſ- 
enger goes along with the mails, the freight i is Is. ; but if he 
hires the ferry boat for himſelf, it is 7s. Although the Pent- 
land Frith may be deſervedly accounted the moſt tempeſtuous 


piece of ſea, around the iſland of Britons 3 it is remarkable how 
ſew accidents happen in croſſing it; but the danger it 
threatens, ſuggeſts the means of preventing it. The time of 


tide is obſerved to a minute, in putting out to ſea. The boats 
are ſtrong and of good conſtruction; the boatmen perfect maſ- 


ters of their buſineſs, and acquainted from their infancy with 


erery circumſiance, reſpecting the variation of the tides they 
have to go through. In the ſummer ſeaſon, there is almoſt 2 


continued communication betwiat Caithneſs and Orkney, in 


the traffic of horſes. Colts from the highlands of Caithneſs, 
from Sutherland and Strathnaver are {old to Orkney; and theſe 


very colts, when paſt their prime, are again brought from Ork- 


ney, and re-imported into Caithneſs. By far the greateſt 
number of theſe croſs to and from the ſhores of Caniſbay, on 
account of the ſhortneſs of the pailage. Large boats are mace 
for tranſporting them; and the freight of each colt is Is., and 


a full grown horſe 15. 8d. to the neareſt land. There are. 
2 petty markets in the pariſh, in the courſe of a fear, one in 


December, and the other in February. 
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"True Oc. Th Scotch, with 2 an intermixture of ſome 
Norwegian vocables Bi is the only langua ge ſpoken in the Pa. 
riſh. The pronunciation, as well as language of the peaſantry, 
is better than what prevails among the 8 in more ſouthen 
| Counties 


* The names of places ſeem to be derived from the Norwegian langusgt. 
Ster, which ſignifies an ate, is the terminating ſyllable of an immenſe number ain 
ol the names of vlaces in, Caithneſs and elſewhere. They conſiſt for the mf 

part of two ſyllables, the firſt moſt probably being the name of ſome diſtinguiſh. 


ed poſſeſſor. Many maritime places, both in Caithneſs and Orkney, derive wt 
their names from ſome peculiarity reſpecting the coaſt or the tides, Aae, in the bull 
Daniſh tongue ſigniſies a current of water, or the particular courſe of a tide, year 
It ſeems to claim an affinity with the Gaelic anbne and the Latin amis, both one 
ſigniſying a river. Where viel is the terminating ſyllable, the place is not only wall 
| maritime, but there is always, in its vicinity, an opening of the coaſt, larger | 
than a creck, but ſmaller than a bay, whoſe two containing ſides form an angle, 
ſimilar to that of the lips, terminating in the cheek. It is remarkable, that, is | 
the Scotch dialect this is always termed the wick of the mouth. It does not 28 
therefore appear, that there is the leaſt affinity betwixt wvic# and vicus. The for- = 
mer vocable is for the moſt part, if not always, maritime: the latter, from the N 
meaning of the word, can have no poſſible reſpe& to local ſituation. If wit . 5 
| 3 N : 3 = thei 
were derived from vicus, we would find woicks as generally inland as upon the 
. 5 3 eh ſons 
coaſt; and every place bearing the name of wic# ought either to be, or to afford 
. 45 : | 5 | haps 
ſome evidence, that in former ages it had been a village. In Orkney, there arc Al 
| a . e 
a great number of wicks, and in Caithneſs two. They are all upon the coaſt, : 
com 
and every one of them characteriſed by an opening in the rocks, of the particular 4 
ay 
figure above deſcribed. | 1 
0 
From the above obſervations, the names of molt places in Caniſbay are of eaſy 12 


"derivation. | Huna is made up of the words bulu and age. The former is the 
fame as hollow in Engliſh, and how in Scotch: The latter is the tide ſtream, 
or curient, oppoſite to the coaſt. In confirmation of this etymology, Huna i; 
one of the loweſt lying places in the pariſh, and where the tides are leſs rapid 
than on other parts of the coaſt. Stroma is compounded of Strom and ade; the 
tormer in the Daniſh tongue ſignifying impetuous, and the latter, a current, a- 
already obſerved. The tides around Stroma, are ſuppoſed to run at the rate of 
near 10 knots an hour. Freſwick is the green wick, from friſs, ſignifying green, 
and the figure in the coaſt ſtrikingly defined in its vicinity, which is found in ever 
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counties: The better ſort, and eſpecially the fair ſex, ſpeak 
as well, and with as little peculiarity of accent, as their equals 
in any part of Scotland, There is ſcarcely a place in the 
whole pariſh, whoſe name is not of Norwegian derivation. 


The Gaelic is totally unknown in Canitbay ; nor is there a 
place throughout the pariſh, whoſe | name indicates the leaſt 


alſinity to that * 


n ton Hasen. Tbe houſe of Freſwick is a modern 
building, ſufficiently commodious and elegant. About 25 


years ago, in the month of February, the th under broke on 


one of its wings, threw down a chimney top, and rent the 
Falls from top to bottom, beſides NIE the eee part of the 
X . NT On windows. 


pace, where wick REY On, Perhaps it is "om friſs that the Engliſh word Jet is 


derived, which ſometimes bears a meaning little different from green. 


Dungiſbay Head is called, by Ptolemy, Ger, a word evidently formed from | 
the name it bore, in the days of this geographer. The Greeks had no word, in 


their own language, having u for the terminating letter; but in writing of per- 


ſons or places, among barbarians, they frequently end the vocable with m; per- 
haps that it might appear as a barbariſm, compared with the muſical ſounds of 


their own harmonious tongue. I he word Bery would ſeem to have been a 
common appellation to ſuch places as Dungiſbay Head in thoſe times, At this 
day, a ſimilar promontory, in the iſland of Walls in Orkney, is termed the Bery. 
The word is clearly of Norwegian derivation. It ſignifies a place of obſervation ; 
or a principal ſtation, for diſcovering the approzth of an enemy by ſea, when at a 
great diſtance, The evident remains of a watch tower, on Dungiſbay Head, are 


a proof of what is here aſſerted. Beretter, in the Daniſh tongue, to this day ſig- 


mules to communicate intelligence, to warn or give notice, The name of Warth 
or Varth Hill is of fimilar derivation. / after, in the above language is to attend, 
to wait on, or to watch for. Hence the fpeculu:m on the Head, being the prin- 


pal ſtation, was to diſcover and communicate to that on the Varth Hill; where- 


as the office of the latter was, to ſtand in waiting for ſuch information, from the 


former, to receive and tranſmit the diſcoveries communicated from the Bery, 


May would appear to have its name, ſrom the early and luxuriant verdure on 


bat is called the Bank Head, in the ſprivg months. Hralſer is the eſtate 


'r poſſeſſion of Brab. 
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1 64 Statilcal Account 
0 — Barr gil Caſele i is an ol etifiveratie pile; but, re. 
newing its age apace, under the additions and embelliſhments 
it is daily receiving from its noble owner. The manſion 
houſe of Brabſter is old, and ſituated in the moſt inland part 
of the pariſh, The ruins of three ancient towers or caſtles 
are ſtill to be ſeen; one in Mey, another ſouth of the 
preſent manſion houſe of Freſwick *, and a third ſituated on 
the weſt fide of the iſland of Stroma: They are all built 
upon rocks riſing out of the ſea, have been occupied as places 


of defence, and, in all probability, inhabited by heroes. 


Jand of Stroma. The iſland of Stroma is ſituated in the 
| Pentland Frith, about a league from the ſhore of Caniſbay. It 
is a mile long, and half a mile in breadth. It contains 30 
families, 97 females and 73 males, and rents at about 1201, 
Sterling per annum. It is very productive in corn; but the 
inhabitants are obliged to ſupply themſelves with fuel, from 
the moſſes on the main land. The tenth ſheaf was heretofore 
taken in part payment of the rent. This, with all other cul. 
toms and ſervices, has of late been converted, by the preſent 

proprietor, at the defire of the people, into money. There are 
few diſcriminating features in the character of the Stromare- 
ans from the other inhabitants of the pariſn. They ſpeak 
the ſame language, wear the ſame apparel, and obſerve the 
| ſame cuſtoms. The ſea is one of their principal ſources of 
ſupport. They are dabbling in ſalt water from their child- 
hood upwards. From their political ſituation, and the fim- 
plicity, ſobriety and indultry, natural to them, there are 
perhaps few iſlanders on earth happier than thoſe of Stroms. 
They have a ſociety ſchool in the iſland, and they come vet) 
regularly by ſea to church, when the weather allows them to 
croſs the ſound, On the weſt of the iſland, there is a val 


* For a view of the old Caſtle of Freſwick, {pe Pennant's Tour. 
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cavern, (or Glupe as it is called, ) at about 30 yards from the 


beach. It ſtretches down to a level with the ſea, whoſe waves 


are ſeen pouring into it, by a narrow opening at the bottom. 
The ſea is often exceedingly tempeſtuous, around the iſland i in 


the winter months. The coaſt on the weſt is exceedingly bold. 


The tremenduous elevation of the billows, that beat againſt 
it during a ſtorm, from that quarter, exceeds all power of de- 
ſcription, Although the rocks are only inferior to thoſe of 


Dungiſbay Head, the ſpray is toſſed above their loftieſt ſum- | 


mits, and falls in ſuch profuſion as to run in rills to the op- 
polite ſhore. A reſervoir, in a commodious ſituation, is made 
to receive it, together with the rain which the clouds im- 
part; and hence, a mill is kept going in the winter months, 


for grinding the grain of the iſland. The agitation of the 
ſpray is often ſo great, that the water in the ſpring wells be- 


comes brakiſh, and a falt taſte prevails in the air. The tide 
ls ſuppoſed to riſe to the height of 6 fathoms from loweſt ebb. 


During a ſtorm from the weſt, the riſe of the ſea, on that fide, 


is more than 2 fathoms higher, than on the eaſt of the iſland. 
From the antiſeptic influence of the ſalt particles, perpetually 
floating in the air, mummies were preſerved for a great 


length of years, and were wont to be exhibited as curiolities, | 
in a chapel fituated in the iſland, The mummies are now 


deſtroyed, and the chapel | is unroofed and mouldering into ruin. 


Pentlund Frith.—The Pentland Frith is reckoned 24 this 
in length, and varies from 4 to 5 leagues in breadth, It 
has the Orkney Iſles on the N. and the coaſts of Caithneſs on 


the S., and forms a communication between the German and 
the Atlantic Oceans. In the mouth of the frith, and nearly half 
Way between Dungiſbay Head and the Orkneys, are ſituated 
the Pentland Skerries. Theſe are two ſmall uninhabited 


lands, the one conſiderably larger than the other, and ſtretch- 
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1 66 Stat ical Accouni 


ing a Uttle attwrd of Dungiſbay Head, the iNand of sont 
lying about two leagues to the weſt. The parts of the krith, 
moſt dangerous to navigation. are two currents, ſtretching from 
Dungiſbay Head and St. John's Head, to a conſiderable dil. 
| tance from land. The former is called the Boars of Dugi, 


are often ſwollen to a monſtrous ſize, even in the fine ſum. 
mer day. They ſeem to ariſe from the colliſion of tides in 


from the head lands above mentioned. Without the aid of kil. 
ful pilotage, they are hazardous even in the calmeſt weather, 


and of courſe the navigation dangerous, eſpecially in the 
night, where a very ſmall deviation from the proper cour(: 


of Britain, a ſtation where a light-houſe is more requiſite 


without ſome fatal accidents to ſhipping, from the want of it 
Either Dungiſbay Head, or the largeſt of the Pentland Sker- 
_ Ties, is the ſtation where a light-houſe ought to be erected. 


as the eye could diſcern it. No doubt its altitude in foggy 
weather is an argument, againſt it, as a ſtation for a light 
houſe ; but, from the prevalence of winds in this quat- 


bay, and the latter the Main of Mey. The billows in then 
oppolite directions, and recoiling with increaſed impetuoſiij 
The tides in every part of the frith are various and irregular, 
may be attended with fatal conſequences. SE, 


4 Light-Houſe 5 64e the above reaſons, and manj 
more that might be advanced, there is not, around the iſland 


than in the mouth of the Pentland Frith. A year does not pal: 


A light on the Head would ſerve to illuminate the Pentland 
Frith to the weſt, and the German Ocean to the eaſt, as far 


ter of the world, fogs would very rarely obſtruct tho 
light. The Skerry alfo, would unqueſtionably be, in many 


reſpects, an excellent ſtation. It is eaſt of the Head, and ol 


every part of the coaſt, From its local ſituation, it would 
probably A as ſure a guidance to IPPINS, as could be 


expected 
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edel from 8 light-bouſe on the Head. It N in- 
geed, many advantages as a ſtation for a light-houſe; ; and the 


principal objections which can be argued againſt it, are, the 
great difficulty there would be. to find a perſon willing to ac- 


on the Head where the experiment ought firſt to be tried. 


and repaſs in the Pentland Frith, during the courſe of a year, 
may be reckoned about 2000, or even upwards. 


acquainted with the peculiar circumſtance, which firſt gave 
tile to its celebrity; its ſame having been in general errone- 


extremity of the iſland; whereas, it originated in an eveut 


of morality, 


In the reign of . IV. of Scotland, Malcolm, Ga- 
un and John de Groat, (ſuppoſed to have been bro- 
thers, and originally from Holland,) arrived in Caithneſs, 


C ounteuance 


cept of ſo tempeſtuous a reſidence in the winter months; and 
the expence, which would be at leaſt 6 times greater than at 
the Head. Theſe points being conſidered, perhaps, it is up- 


A light-houſe on either of theſe ſtations, would be an infallible | 
ſafeguard to veſſols from miſtaking the bays of Reiſs and of 
Freſwick in the night, for the Pentland Frith. This has been 
olten done, and the moſt fatal conſequences have enſued. 
All mariners declare, that they would have no more hefi- 
tation in ſailing through the Pentland Frith, at the dead of 
aight, than at mid-day, had they the guidance of a light- 
houſe to direct their courſe, The number of veſſels, that paſs 


Account of © JAN O'GRo47's HousE. We ſhall conclude 
this paper, with an account of the moſt memorable place in the 
pariſh, which has often been viſited, by travellers from very 
tant countries, who, it is believed, have rarely been made 5 


vully attributed, to its mere local ſituation, at the northern 


not unpleaſing to relate, and which furniſhes a uieful leon 


: 
* 
7 P 
R 
5 
48 
wa 
_ 
0 
DW 
. 
E 
: 
3 
7 : 
*% d 
© 
. 
$1] 
© 
7 
BY 
$1 
0 
2 
1 
8 
8 
3 
IN 
TS. - 
(4 
1 
He 
3 3 
8 
Mk 
1 
1 
. 
* 
1 
ws 
4484 
*. 
1 3 
1 
& ! 
'4 $5 
: 
8 
4% 
N. 
bus 
” 
* 
* 
— 
$4 
. 
2 
1 
pot 
. 
3 
1 
77 
+l, 
4; 
4K 
"yg 
* 
0 
1 
5 
Ws | 
« 
441 
£4 
© 
$1 
E 
— 
4.5 
"I Bs 
) 
= 
4 
41 
1 
= 
2 
*B 
1 
4 
3 
. 
8} 
17 
2 
- \ 
H 
« 
27 
vhs 
7 
. 
1 
28 
74 
8 
15 
* 
1 
$8 
2H 
b 
: 
4s 
bs 
£0 
TH 
by 
* 
©Y 
9 
*Y 
F 
U 
E 
— 
1 
* 
3 
WP 
oF 
2. 
Oo 
30 
"5 
2 
LY 
2 
* 
7 
vi 
17 
1 4 
"7 
4 
81 


tom the ſouth of Scotland, bringing with them, a letter 
Nlitten | in Latin, by that prince, recommending them to the 
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Ing a little eaſtward of Dungiſbay Head, the iſland of Strong 

lying about two leagues to the weſt. The parts of the frit 

| moſt dangerous to navigation, are two currents, ſtretching fron 
Dungiſbay Head and St. John's Head, to a conſiderable di. 

tance from land. The former is called the Boar of Dani 
bay, and the latter the Main of Mey. The billows in then 
are often ſwollen to a monſtrous fize, even in the fineſt ſun. 

mer day. They ſeem to ariſe from the colliſion of tides in 
oppoſite directions, and recolling with increaſed impetuoſit 

from the head lands above mentioned Without the aid of ki. 
ful pilotage, they are hazardous even in the calmeſt weather, 
The tides in every part of the frith are various and irregular 
and of courſe the navigation dangerous, eſpecially in the 
night, where a very ſmall deviation from the proper court? 
may be attended with 8 conſequences. 


4 Light-Houſs Propoſed. —Yor the above reaſons, and many 
more that might be advanced, there is not, around the iſland 
of Britain, a ſtation where a light-houſe is more requiſite, 
than in the mouth of the Pentland Frith. A year does not pals, 
without ſome fatal accidents to ſhipping, from the want of it 
Either Dungiſbay Head, or the largeſt of the Pentland Sker- 
| ies, is the ſtation where a light-houſe ought to be erected, 
A light on the Head would ſerve to illuminate the Pentland 
Frith to the weſt, and the German Ocean to the eaſt, as far 
as the eye could diſcern it. No doubt its altitude in fogey 
weather is an argument, againſt it, as a ſtation ſor a light 
_ houſe; but, from the prevalence of winds in this quar- 
ter of the world, fogs would very rarely obſtruct the 
light. The Skerry alfo, would unqueſtionably be, in many 
reſpects, an excellent ſtation. It is eaſt of the Head, and ol 
every part of the coaſt, From its local ſituation, it would 
probably yield, as ſure a ee to o ſhipping, as could be 


expecke 
A 
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expected from a light-houſe on the Head. It promiſes, in- 
deed, many advantages as a ſtation for a light-houſe ; : and the 
principal objections which can be argued againſt it, are, the 
great difficulty there would be, to find a perſon willing to ac- 
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the expence, which would be at leaſt 6 times greater than at 


cept of ſo tempeſtuous a reſidence in the winter months; an 


ſum- 


the Head. Theſe points being conſidered, perhaps, it is up- 
on the Head where the experiment ought firſt to be tried, 


Fe A light-houſe on either of theſe tations, would be an infallible 

* ſafeguard to veſſels from miſtaking the bays of Reiſs and of 
* Freſwick in the night, for the Pentland Frith. This has been 
ther, often done, and the moſt fatal conſequences have enſued. 
ular, ; . | 5 Cn | : 

0 All mariners declare, that they would have no more heſi- 
b in ſailing through the Pentland Frith, at the dead of 


Jute 


night, than at mid-day, had they the guidance of a light- 


| houſe to direct their courſe. The number of veſſels, that paſs 


and repaſs in the Pentland F rich, during the courſe of a Nur, 


ny may be reckoned about 2000, or even upwards. 

ilite, V | 1 © 
nals Account of unx OGR947's HousE, We ſhall conclude. 
TH” fs Paper, with an account of the moſt memorable place in the 
Ker pariſh, which has often been viſited, by travellers from very 
ted. i diſtant countries, who, it is believed, have rarely been made 
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acquainted with the peculiar circumſtance, which firſt gave 
le to its celebrity; its ſame having been in general errone- 
ouſly attributed, to its mere local fituation, at the northern 
extremity of the iſland; whereas, it originated in an eveut 
not unpleaſing to relate, and which furniſhes a uſeful lefon 
of morality, 

In the reign of James TV. of Scotland, Malcolm, Ca- 
uin and John de Groat, (ſuppoſed to have been bro- 
thers, and originally from Holland,) arrived in Caithneſs, 
trom the ſouth of Scotland, bringing with them, a letter 
written! in Latin, by that Prince, recommending them to the 

counteuance 
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countenance and protection of. is: Jerks fubjedts, - in © 


county of Caithneſs. They purchaſed, or got poſſeſſion of, the 
lands of Warſe and Dungiſbay, lying in the pariſh of Ca. 


niſbay, on the fide of the Pentland Frith; and each of then 
obtained an equal ſhare of the property they acquired. In 
| proceſs of time, their families increaſed, and there came to he 
eight different proprietors of the name of Groat, who poſſe. 
| Ted theſe lands amongſt them; but, whether the three original 
ſettlers ſplit their property among their children, or whether 
they purchaſed for them, ſmall poſſeſions from one another, 
does not appear. : 
| Theſe eight families, having lived penceably and comfort. 
: ably i in their ſmall poſſeſſions, for a number of years, eſtabliſh. 
ad an annual meeting, to celebrate the anniverſary of the arrir. 
al of their anceſtors on that coaſt. In the courſe of their felli 
vity, on one of theſe occaſions, a queſtion aroſe, reſpecting the 
right of taking the door, and fitting at the head of the table, and 
ſuch like points of precedency, (each contending for the ſeni- 
ority and chieftainſhip of the clan,) which increaſed to ſuch a 
Height, as would probably have proved fatal in its conſequen- 
ces to ſome, if not to all of them, had not John de Groat, 
who was proprietor: of the ferry, interpoſed. He having ac. 
quired more knowledge of mankind, by his conftant inter- 
courſe with ſtrangers paſling the Pentland F rith, ſaw the dan- 
ger of ſuch diſputes; and having had addreſs enough to pro- 
cure ſilence, he began with expatiating on the comfort and 
\ happineſs they had hitherto enjoyed, fince their arrival in that 
remote corner, owing to the harmony which had ſubfilted 
among them. He aſſured them, that, as ſoon as they appear- 
ed to ſplit and quarrel among themſelves, their neighbours, 
who till then had treated them with reſpect, would fall upon 
them, take their property from them, and expel them from 
the county. Ile therefore conjured them, by the ties ol 
plood, 


of dn. -” 169 


a 400 their mutual ſafety, to return « -anletly, thet alight | 
to their ſeveral homes ; and he pledged himſelf, that he would 


ſatisfy them all with reſpe& to precedency, and prevent the 


poſſibility of ſuch diſputes among them, at their future an- 
niverſary meetings. They all acquieſced, and departed in 


peace. In due time, John de Groat, to fulfil his en- 


gagement, built a room, diſtin& by itſelf, of an octogon 
ſhape, with 8 doors and windows in it; and having placed in 
the middle, a table of oak, of the ſame ſhape, when the next 
anniverſary meeting took place, he deſired each of them to 
enter at his own door, and to ſit at the head of the table; he 
raking himſelf the ſeat that was left unoccupied. By this in- 
penious contrivance, any diſpute, in regard to rank, was pre- 
vented, as they all found themſelves on a footing of equality, 
and their former harmony and good humour were reſtored. 
That building was then named John O'Groat's houſe, and 
though the houſe is totally gone, the place where it ſtood ſtill 
retains the name, and deſerves to be remembered, as long as 


good we, and good lenſs, 1 are eſtimable ; in a country“. 


R»P Y | NUMBER | 


The particulars above mentioned, wore communicated to John Sutherland, 
Eſq of Weſter, above 50 years ago, by his father, who was then advanced in 


life, and who Had ſeen the letter wrote by James IV. in the poſſeſſion of George 


Groat of Warſe. The remains of the oak table have been on by many now 
ug, who have ne their names on it. 
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Statiflical Account 


NUMBER x. 
PARISH O F | NEWBURGCH. 
* of FifirProfhrwnn of Cater. 


By the Rev, Mr. Tnomas Sruakr. | 


| Name, Situation, Extent and Soil. 


ME town of Newburgh has evidently given its name 

to this pariſh; and the fignificant term, by which itis 
denominated, may have been impoſed in reference to ſome 
more ancient burgh in the neighbourhood. Tt forms the 
boundary of the county of Fife, on the N. W.— The extent 
of the pariſh is inconſiderable, and its figure very irregular, 
one part of it being detached from the other . The ſoil on 
the N. and E. of the town of Newburgh, where the ground 
_ 15 low and flat, conſiſts of rich clay, not inferior in quality 
to any in the Carle of Gowrie ; on the welt of the town, aud 
near to the river, where the ground riſes higher, it is light and 
_ gravelliſh ; more ſoutherly, where the ground ſuddenly dips, i 
tends to moſs ; and {till farther ſouth, where the ground again 
riſes into the Ochil Hills, it becomes, in ſome places, dry aud 
loamy, in others wet aud tilly. In the eſtate of Pitcairly, 
howevef, 


* gce Ainflic's map of the countics of Fife and Kinroſs, 
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however, owing to the fortunate ſlopings of the eminences; ü 
and the largeneſs of the interjacent flats, there are many fields 
well adapted to the purpoſes of agriculture, which have, ae- 
cordingly, been brought * the W into a a Rate of fer- 
tility and cultivation. 5 


| — Diſeaſes, | l the hilly parts of the pariſh, the 
climate, although cold, is reckoned more healthy, than in the 
lower grounds, on the bank of the river, where the town of 
Newburgh ſtands. 
by the Ochil Hills, which obſtruct the ſun's influence, while 
it lies open, on the oppoſite fide, to the N. E. winds, that 
blow up the Frith of Tay with piercing keenneſs. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, epidemical diſtempers are not more frequent, or 


more fatal in Newburgh, than in other parts of the neigh- = 


bouring country. Rheumatiſms and conſumptions may be 
lated, as the diſeaſes, to which its inhabitants are moſt liable. 
The practice of inoculating for the ſmall pox, not having be- 
come general, many children are, fram time to time, loſt by 
that diſeaſe. In the courſe of ſpring and ſummer 1791, no 
ſewer than 56 children died of it, in the town of Newburgh. 
But it may be expected, that the fame diſtemper will not in 
future, find ſo many victims, as the good ſenſe, and well 
directed affection of parents begin to overturn any prejudices, 
they might formerly have entertained on that ſubje&, and to 
engage them in taking that eaſy ſtep, for ſaving the lives of 
their offspring, which experience juſtiſies, and which Provi- 
dence, from the ſucceſs ancading it, ſeems to ſanction and ap- 
prove. 


Rivers. No river runs thieugh this 8 


The Tay, 


which waſhes its northern extremity, more properly form- 


ing a boundary to it, than making any part of it. But the 


X32 Tay 


There the flat is hemmed in on the ſouth, . 
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Tay may And a e | in the ſtatiſtical acoount t of any nr, 
that reaches to its border. This noble river, having receivel 


tte acceſſion of the water of the Earn, begins at Newburgh, ſeld- 

to aſſume the appearanee of an arm of the ſea; and, by the in. cont 

| habitants of that town and neighbourhood, is denominate Ml ſeaſ. 
the Broad Water. When the tide in it, however, has ebbed, WI fiſh 

it leaves a confiderable part of its channel dry; and, colled. Wl con- 

ing itſelf into two currents, paſſes along the oppoſite ſides of WM ſom 
its bed, in what are termed the North and South Deeps. The in 


South Deep, contains by far the greateſt quantity of water, Wl Th 
and furniſhes the courſe, which veſſels of burden uſually hold, we: 
in paſling up and down the river. As far up as Newburgh, Bl vo. 

the Tay admits veſſels of 50 tons burden; but above the bri 
confluence of the Earn, beyond which Perth is ſituated, vel. the 
ſels of 200 tons burden, when deep laden, proceed with dif- fit 
ficulty. Veſſels, however, of about yo or 100 tons burden, thi 
(in which the trade with Perth is uſually carried on, ) eafily ad 


make the ſhore of Perth; and when larger veſſels are employ. v. 
ed in that trade, part of their cargoes is diſtributed among WI de 
3 on their arrival at the Dore of * EE. fr 
| th 
3 8 being favourable to commerce, de 


the Tay furniſhes great quantities of excellent ſalmon, the 
_ fiſhing of which has, eſpecially of late years, become a con- 
fiderable ſource of wealth to all who have property in the p 
river. The proprietor of that part of its channel, on the ſouth h 
fide, which correſponds to the length of the pariſh of New- t 
burgh, draws about 2001. Sterling, of yearly rent, for his t 
fiſhings ; and, in fituations farther up, where the channel is 
not ſo broad, nor the tide ſo powerful, proprietors receive 3 
much greater rent for a much leſs extent of water. What 
enables fiſhermen to pay ſuch high rents, 1s, the great price 
2A which 


73. 
which ſalmon bring i in the London market. The company at 
Perth, which rents the bulk of ſalmon fiſhings in the Tay, 


of Newburgh. 


| ſeldom expoſes fiſh to ſale in Scotland, except at Perth; but 


continues to ſend them to London through the whole fiſhing 
ſeaſon. When the weather is not uncommonly warm, or the 
fiſh more than ordinarily abundant, they are ſent up freſh. For 
conveying them, the company employs no fewer than 4, and 
ſometimes 5 ſmacks, of about go tons burden each, which are, 
in general, navigated by ſailors belonging to Newburgh. 
Theſe light, but ſtrong built veſſels, are kept running at all 
weathers, with almoſt any quantity of fiſh ; and, as the 
voyage, in the filling ſeaſon, cannot be long, they generally 
bring their cargoes to market perfectly ſound, eſpecially ſince 
the practice has prevailed, of packing the ſalmon in ice.—One_ 
ſituated on the border of the Tay, is pleaſed with obſerving 
this new and gainful trade to the capital ; and cannot help 
admiring the ſpirited induſtry of that merchant, by whom it 
was firſt rendered conſiderable. 
be allowed to expreſs his regret, that any advantages ariſing 
from a monopoly of ſalmon, ſhould prevent the inhabitants of 
three counties, from ſharing in thoſe delicacies, which Provi- 
dence annually ſcatters in ſuch abundance upon their ſhores. 


At the ſame time, he may 


Hills and Woods, —The hills in the pariſh of Newburgh, 
preſent no remarkable appearance. Like the generality of 
hills, in that extenſive ridge, which runs, with little interrup- 
tion, from the neighbourhood of Stirling, to the N, E. ex- 
tremity of Fife, they are broad-topped, green, and in many 
places, arable. —That abrupt rock near to Newburgh, on the 
9. E., which excites the ſurpriſe, and ſometimes awakens the 
terror of ſtrangers, in paſſing along the road immediately un- 
der it, belongs to the pariſh of Abdie. In regard to woods, 
It does not appear, that. there have been any of great extent, 
| in 
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in the pariſh of Newburgh, at leaſt ITY the period to which 
Its written records reach; although it is not improbable, that 

the wood mentioned in the hiſtory of Sir WILLTIA Wai. 
Tacx, by the name of Iron- Side, may have anciently coyer, 


ed its lower grounds. Above 20 years ago, the proprietot 


of Pitcairly, having incloſed the greateſt part of his lands, i 
that quarter, with ditches and ftone fences, run along may 
+ ſtripes, and interſperſed ſeveral conſiderable clumps of differen 
| Kinds of wood, which give a cheering appearance to his eſtate 
as it unexpectedly opens on the view of the traveller, in crol. 
ſing a diſtrict, otherwiſe unincloſed, and ill ſupplied with trees, 


Of late years, fimilar fteps have been taken, in the lower 


grounds, on the eſtate of Mugdrum ; and at no great diſtance 


of time, the beauties of that place, naturally delightful, may 


be much heightened, * various well e and thrivin 
plantations. N | | | 


Mationtii ln the N. E. extremity of this pariſh, near 


the river Tay, on a gentle riſe, in the middle of a rich, ani 
not unextenſive flat of clay lands, appear the ruins of the an- 


cient Abbey of Lindores. Concerning the hiſtory of thus 


Abbacy, while it continued under the power of the church, or 
after it was erected into a temporal lordſhip, nothing material 
can be diſcovered, which has uot already been made public, 


About the year 1741, the abbey, with a ſmall part of the ab- 


bey lands, which, till that time, had been retained by the 
family of Lindores, paſſed into the hands of the ſon of a former 


minilter of Newburgh; and, by a ſubſequent ſale, have come 
into the poſſeſſion of the family of Mugdrum. What may 
have been the extent of the buildings of the abbey, in forme! 
times, one cannot judge, as part of the grounds, which they 
once occupied, 1s now converted into arable land. Remains 


ol the church, however, are {till extant, which ſhew, that it 
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air of melancholy grandeur to the place at large. 


of Newburgh. by... 
muſt have bens a large, if not an elegant n Parts, alſo, 
ol the garden walls are ſtill ſtanding, which ſuggeſt no mean idea 
of the wealth of the clergy who inhabited it, and ſtrongly mark 
the pains they had taken, to ſecure the delicacies and luxuries 
of the table. Within theſe, walls, and for a ſmall ſpace be- - 
yond them, on one fide, the ground continues to be occupied 
by fruit trees, which, having been long fince planted, exhibit 
appearances of decay, that, viewed in conjunction with the 
mouldering fragments of ſtructures, half covered at top with 
ivy, and ſurrounded at bottom with thorn and haze}, give an 
That 
dwelling houſe, ſituated in the heart of the ruins, and oc 
pied occaſionally, till of late years, by the proprietors, or their 
friends, muſt have been repaired from ſome more ancient fa- 
bric, or an entire new' building of ſtones taken out of the 
walls of the abbey. If we may credit tradition, it was 
reared by the firſt Lord Lindores, in the beginning of 
laſt century, and has received conſiderable additions and 
Improvements ſince that period. Formerly ſtrangers, who 
viited the ruins of the abbey, had a ſtone coffin point- 
ed out to them, which was placed within the area of 
the church, on the north wall, towards the eaſt end, which 
was ſaid to have contained the remains ofan Earl of Douglas; 
but, in conſequence of depredations lately | made upon the b 
walls, it is now covered over with rubbiſh. Whether this 
colin did in fact contain the bones of an Earl of Douglas, or 
of a Duke of Rothſay, or perhaps of ſome dignified eccleſiaſtic 
belonging to the abbey, no certain information can be pro- 
cured, as there is not a ſingle inſcription to be found in any 
part of the church, or of the other buildings, which might 
lead to the diſcovery of facts of ſuch remote antiquity, Upon 
the whole, in Viewing the abbey of Lindores, nothing is now 
69 be met with, worthy of attaching the curioſity of the viſi- 
| tor. 
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tor. If ever it preſented any ſtriking allplays of thi taſls 
and magnificence of our forefathers, they have been remoy; 
ed; and, ſhould the practice of demoliſhing its ruins conti 
nue a few years longer, the eye of the moſt prying antiquary 
will ſcarcely be able to Giſcern med fituation where it wu 

| 
Beſides the ruins of the abbey of Lindores, this pariſh con. 
tains two croſſes of very ancient erection. One of theſe i 
placed on a riſing ground, a little weſtward of the town of 
Newburgh, and within 4 yards of the Tay. The other is fl. 
tuated at the diſtance of ſomewhat leſs than a mile to the 8. 
in an opening of the Ochil Hills, on the confines of Strath. 
earn, where the road, formetly leading towards Lindores, ſe. 
parates from that which at preſent leads to Auchtermucht, 
The lower croſs, known by the name of the Croſs of Mug: 
drum, confiſts of one large ſtone placed upright in another, 
which has been hollowed for receiving it, and which fervei 
| to retain it in an ered poſition. Upon the upright ſtone, al. 
though mutilated, remains of the figures of horſes may be 
traced ; but no veſtige of any inſcription appears. The up- 
per croſs, called Croſs M*Duf, conſiſts, at preſent, of one 
large quadrilateral block of freeſtone, rudel y indented in ſe- 
veral places, but is ſaid to have had formerly another ſtone 
ſtanding upright ; although the ſtone now lying along the 
the ground, has no appearance of ever having been hollowed, 
in the manner of that which forms the baſe of the Croſs of 
Mugdrum. No ſatisfactory account can be given of the vi 
rious purpoſes, which theſe eroſſes were originally meant to 
ſerve. The tradition, which connects Croſs M*Duff with the 
juriſdiction of the powerful Thane of Fite, may not be defti 
tute of foundation; but in regard to the Croſs of Mugdrum, 
even tradition ceaſes to furniſh any information. It were 
needleſs to quote the lines of; * jargon, which are faid to hav? 
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been vigtaved on the Croſs M*Duf. They are to be found TD 
in every book, which treats of that ancient monument. 
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, Although tradition has retained few particulars, reſpecting the hiſtory of 
either of the croſſes, it continues to preſerve the memory of the ſpot, in the 
lands belonging to the town of Newburgh, on which more than one unfortunate 
victim fell a ſacrifice to the ſuperſtition of former times, intent on puniſhing the 
crime of witchcraft. The humane proviſions of the legiſlature, joined to the ſu- 
perior knowledge, which has, of late years, pervaded all ranks of men in ſociety, 
bid fair to prevent the return of a phrenſy, 1 which actuated our forefathers univer- 
fally, and with fatal violence. But we may well be ſurpriſed, in obſerving how | 
near to our own times, it continued to exert its influence over the judgment, not 
of the common people only, but of thoſe too, who, by their education, ſhould 
have been raiſed above vulgar prejudices. As late as the year 1653, the records 
of this pariſh, contain articles of an additional charge, brought by the miniſter 5 
himſelf, againſt Katharine Kay, while under proceſs of ſcandal, before the 
kirk-ſeſſion, for imprecating curſes upon him, becauſe he had debarred her ac- 
cels to the communion, which evidently ſhew, that he entertained ſuſpicions of | | 
her being a witch. The articles, or points of accuſation, as the records term 
them, are 5 in number; and as they ſerve to exhibit a ftriking picture of ſenti- 
ments, once prevalent among the people of this country, no apology is requiſite 
for taking the liberty of inſerting them. | 

« Newburgh, September 18th, 1653. The which 45 ye Mieder gave in, 
© againſt Kathrine Key, ſeverall poynts yt had come to his hearing, which he 
* deſyred might be put to tryell. 1. That being refuſed. milk from Chriſtian 
«* Orme, or ſome other in David Orme's houſe, the kow gave nothing but red 
* blood ; and being fent for, to fie the kow, ſhe clapped (ſtroked) the kow, and 
* ſaid, the kow will be weill, and thereafter the kow becam weill. 2. That 
„John Philp having ane kow new calved, the ſaid Kathrine Key, came in and 
took forth ane peice fyre, and yraſter the kow becam ſo ſick, that none expect- 
* ed ſhe ſould have lived. And the ſaid Kathrine being ſent for, to ſie the kow, 

* ſhe clapped the kow, arid ſaid the kow will be weill enough, and ſhe amen- 
« dit. 3. That the miniſter and his wyfe, having ane purpoſe to take ane chyld 
* of theirs ſrom the ſd Kathrine, which ſhe had in nurſing, the chyld wold ſuck 
none woman's breaſt, being only one quarter old ; but being brought again to 
* the ſaid Kathrine, preſently ſucked her breaſt. 4. That thereaſter the chyld was 
a * ſoyned (weaned), ſhe came to fie the child, and wold have the hairne (child) | 
in her arms, and ; the bairne murned and gratt (weeped fore), in the 
$6 nigh 
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\ Bows 97 Newburgh, its Hifory, We. The town of b New 
burgh aroſe, in the times of popery ; and, at an early Period, 
was erected into a burgh of regality, under the Abbot o 
Lindores. In the year 1600, James VI. 'ereted the Abbe 


of Lindores into a temporal Lordſhip ; and, in the year 1631, 

his fon Gharles I. granted a charter to the town of Newburgh, able 
forming the community into a proper royal burgh, with the lf ing 
ſeveral immunities and privileges, uſually conferred on te fide 
: royal burghs-of this kingdom. At preſent, Newburgh ha theſ 
no voice in the choice of a repreſentative to parliament ; bu; Mill char 


in all other reſpects, it retains the features of a royal burgh, alte 
Its revenue, indeed, 1s very inconſiderable, not exceeding 231 au 
Sterling, per annum, out of which the miniſter receives, yearly, tant 
20 l. Scotch, in payment of ſtipend. Notwithſtanding which Wi lov 
its office bearers make a decent appearance; a court is held n Of 
it weekly, with marks of dignity ;-and-it retains a clerk of ab-. at. 


+ lity for recording its public proceedings:—Oae, who has oc Wil the 


caſion to obſerve the importance of inſuring full reſpect u cor 
perſons cloathed with the office of magiſtrates, may be allow. Wi anc 
ed to expreſs a wiſh, that government would deviſe ſome me. the 
thod of increaſing the revenues of the leſſer burghs. A ſmall WW wi 
ſum of the public money applied in this way, could not fal Ve 
of contributing to the preſervation of order, in places, which, 


OW ing 


_ night, and almoſt the day tyme; alſo, that nothing could ſtay ! her, untill ſit 
died. Nevertheleſs, befor her coming to ſie her, and her embracing of her 
took as weill wt the ſpaining, and reſted as weill as any bairnc could doe, 
5. That ſhe is of ane evill brutte (report) and fame, and ſo was her mother be- 
fore her.” When theſe points were put to trial by the kirk-ſeflion, the evi 
dence of their truth did not, it ſhould ſeem, come out with ſuch clearneſs, as to 
enable the kirk- ſeſſion to paſs ſentence againſt Katherine; and they accordinglf 
referred the matter to the preſbytery of Cupar for deciſion. But in what ma- 
ner the preſbytery of Cupar treated it, no notice is taken in the records of tb! 
kirk-ſeflion, | 
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owing to the general increaſe of wealth, and other obvious 
cauſes, are in ſome danger of requiring the authority of an 


eftabliſhed and reſpeQable 3 to F WIA in | 
tranquillity and good order, I 
The town of Newburgh, conſiſts or; one ftreet of Sense 
able length, with ſmall ſuburbs at each end, and a lane lead. 
ing towards the ſhore from its centre. The houſes, on each 
fide of the lane, and 1n the ſuburbs, have been built within 
theſe zo years. The town itſelf, does not occupy more ground 
then it did in the end of laſt century; but, in conſequence of 
alterations, that have finee been made npon the buildings, it 
muſt be capable of containing double the number of inhabi- 
tants, Formerly, the generality of houſes in Newburgh, were 
low built, and covered with thatch of ſtraw, or of reeds. 
Of late years, a better ſtyle of architecture has prevailed; and, 
at this day, Newburgh has ſome pretenſions to neatnels, in 
the ſtructure of its houſes. Sixty years ago, few of its houſes 
concealed their rafters, —At preſent, ſcarcely any of them, 
and none lately erected, preſent that naked appearance. On ; 
the ſame ſpot, where 12 years ago a board was placed in the 
window, to exclude the winter ſtorm, may now be ſeen, a 
Venetian blind, attached to the caſement, ſor blunting the 
rays of the ſummer ſun, Within theſe 10 years, not fewer 
than 30 houſes have been rebuilt, within the liberties of 
Newburgh ; ſome of which might be rented at I2l. aud none 
for leſs than 51. per annum. Preparations are alſo making, 
for rebuilding two or three more. The ſtreet of Newburgh, 
Which has long been paved with ſtones, having fallen into dit- 
repair, the magiſtrates and town council, lately, formed the 
relolution of paving it a new; and by means of aſſeſſinents 
from proprietors within the burgh, together with a ſmall al- 
lowance out of the Katnte labour, leviable upon the inhabi- 
tan ts at large, they have made conſiderable progiefs in the ex- 
1 ecution 
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ecution of their deſign, Some appearances, which would in, 
duce one to be of opinion, that coal might be found in th, 
grounds belonging to the town, having alſo attracted the ng. 
tice of the magiſtrates and town council, they are at preſen 
taking the proper ſteps, for aſcertaining the exiſtence of thy 
_ uſeful mineral in their territory and it 1s to be preſumed, 
that the liberality of the neighbourhood will enable them t 
make the moſt ſatisfactory inveſligation. Various other 
meaſures have of late been purſued by them, and by indivi. 
duals in the place, which ſhew, that the ſpirit of improve. 
ment, long dormant, has awoke, and become active in Ney. 
burgh, as well as in many other burghs in Scotland. 


Manufactures and Commerce. Till within theſe few years, 


| great proportion of the inhabitants of Newburgh, whatere 


other trades they might exerciſe, were a kind of huſbandmen, 
But moſt of the ſmall portions of land, which they formerly 
held, and which they generally cultivated with their ow 
hands, having been purchaſed of late by the proprietor d 
Mugdrum, and laid out in large parcels, they are now a. 
tached more to particular callings. The trade which occu- 
| Pies the greateſt number of hands, is that of weaving cloth, 
No ſewer than 270 of the inhabitants, are at preſent emploj. 
ed in it. The weavers of Newburgh, however, do not yi 
abide canſtantly by the loom. Accuſtomed from their earl 
years, to handle the oar, as well as the ſhuttle, they betakt 

_ themſelves, in conſiderable numbers, to a ſea-faring life, wben 
the price of theſe kinds of cloth, which they are in the pra- 
tice of weaving, falls low in the market. While they cont! 
nue at the loom, they do not, in general, arrange themſelves 
under different maſters, who might furniſh them with material, 
and pay them for their work. Some of them do indeed follow 
that method; and work-ſhops may be met with, in wh 
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near 2 dozen of looms are employed by one manufacturer. x 
But the greater part of them weave their own yarn, and 
bring their own webs to ſale. - The webs, which they com- 

monly weave, are of three kinds, t- rmed by the workmen, 
Silefras, Oſnaburghs, and Brown Linens For ſuch cloths, there 
is, generally, a good, and at preſent, a very great demand in 


London and Leeds. The weavers, in Newburgh, however, 


have little direct intercourſe with either of theſe p !aces. 5 


They generally diſpoſe of their webs, at Newburgh, to a few 
of their own number, who again diſpoſe of them at Perth, 
Dundee, Cupar, Auchtermuchty, and Glaſgow, to perſons 
there, who purchaſe them, either with their own capital, or 
upon commiſſion, for the Engliſh markets. Not more than 
two of them tranſa& buſineſs immediately with London. Be- 
fides weavers, Newburgh contains its full proportion of ſhop. = 
keepers, inn-keepers, ſmiths, maſons, carpenters, ſhoemakers, 5 
Scarcely 
my of its inhabitants find themſelves placed beyond the ne- 


tallors, butchers, bakers, fiſhermen, and ſeamen. 


cellity of employing themſelves in manual labour; although 
few or none of them are engaged in manufacturing any materi- 
als for exportation, except the linen cloths already mentioned, 
and barley into malt. Of the latter, they ſend to Edinburgh 
market, in the courſe of one ſeaſon, about 1800 bolls. ill 
of late years, a great proportion of bread, beer, and butcher's 
meat, conſumed in Newburgh, was brought from Perth, 
Dundee, and the Carſe of Gowrie z but the bakers, brewers, 
and butchers, are exerting themſelves in their reſpective oc- 
cupations, and they bid fair for ſecuring, in future, the cuſ- 
tom of the generality of the inhabitants. Formerly, few peo- 
ple reſorted from any diſtance to Newburgh, for merchant 
goods; and the retail trade in it was limited to a few articles, 
in the hard-ware and grocery lines, purchaſed commonly by 
he dealers at rend, or at Dundee. But within theſe few 

| years, 
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: years, Cod hops have been opened, upon 2 more extenſin 

: ſcale ; and there is reaſon to believe, that the demands of the 

town and neighbourhood, will furnich the keepers of them 
with employment. Still, however, no trader has as yet ap. 

peared in Newburgh, whoſe extenſive trauſactions in com. 
merce, would entitle him to the name and character of a mer. 

chant ; though perhaps the time is not far ditant, when many 

8 will be found here of that e deſerigeion. 
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1 FRY yards 8 from . town, and nearly 
connected with it by buildings, although beyond the limits of 
its juriſdiction, lies the ſhore of Newburgh ; which conſiſts 
of three continuous piers, projecting into the ſouth deep of 

the river Tay, with ſeveral dwelling houſes, ſtore-houſes, 

and other conveniencies for commerce. Theſe piers form 
very ſafe ftations, for the veſſels employed in the trade on the 
river; and.although none of any burden can properly be ſaid 
to belong to Newburgh, and but few are freighted to it, ex- 
cept with coals or lime, they are ſeldom to be ſeen without 

Mips, as the generality of veſſels, bound for Perth, muſt wait 

at Newburgh the flow of the tide ; and not a few of them, 

muſt unload part of their cargoes there, before they can, even 

with the tide, proceed farther up the river. Hence ariſes a 

good deal, if not of trade, at leaſt of flir, at the ſhore of Neu- 

burgh, which proves of advantage to the place at large. The 
| ſmacks employed in the ſalmon trade, alſo, lie to there, at al 
ſeaſons, and take in all kinds of goods for London market, 

A trade in wood and iron, is likewiſe carried on at the ſhore, 

by a dealer, who reſides upon the ſpot, and who has obtained 

a pretty extenſive ſale. A tannage is likewife forming there, 

which will revive a trade, that was carried on at Newburgh, 

in the end of the laſt century, Formerly, great quantities of 


burnt lime-ſtone, brought by land carriage, from the inland 
Parts 
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pers of Fife, were ſhipped at the ſhore of Newburgh, and 
ſold to the farmers in the Carſe of Gowrie, for manure. But : 
the lime works erected on the Frith of Forth, and on the 
Engliſh coaſt, from which the farmers, in the eaſt end of 
Strathearn, and in the ( arſe of Gowrie, are more readily and 
more cheaply ſupplied, have nearly put an end to that ſpecies 
of traffic. For ſeveral years paſt, great quantities of wheat 
and barley, purchaſed from the farmers in the neighbourhood, 
have been ſhipped at the ſhore of Newburgh, chiefly for the 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow markets. This trade ſeems likely 
to continue; ; and while it brings advantage to Newburgh, Y 
muſt operate to the benefit of the country at large. On the 


| north fide of Fife, more grain is cultivated, than can be con- 


ſumed by the inhabitants. Formerly, a market was, with 

difficulty, found for the ſurplus ; but, by the connexion eſtab- 

lihing between Fife and the ſouth country, this difficulty 
will be removed, and a new ſpur given to the farther cultiva- 

tion of a diſtrict lately much improved, but capable of W 
rendered greatly r more productive. 


Farms Tee are only 4 farms in this pariſh, the remain- 
ing lands, which are not extenſive, either continuing in the 
poſſeſſion of the proprietors themſelves, or being divided into 
inconſiderable portions among a variety of feuars, tenants, 
burghal heritors, and other ſmall proprietors. Of theſe farms, 
hawever, it may be with truth, aſſirmed, that they are at pre- 
ent, in as good a ſtate of cultivation, as any in the neigh- 
bourhood, Few farms, in the whole extent of the Ochil 
Hills, to the weſtward, have been more judiciouſly laid out, 
than two of them, which occupy the eſtate of Pitcairiy ; and 
no farm in the Carſe of Gowrie can be kept in higher order, 
or rendered more productive, than the one which is connected 
wich the Abbey of Lindores. The fourth farm, although 


formed 
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. ine but of late, chiefly out of ſmall purchaſes from the 
burghal heritors of n bears evident marks of i im. 


9 


- Ree, Seek, Wc. —The valued rent of the pari 
amounts only to 1958 J. 17s 6 d. Scotch. Its real rent may not 
at preſent be great; but, o the expiration of ſome leaſes, it mul 
the eaſt of 
5 in the higher 
| The territory of the 

| pariſh is divided among two greater, and about 30 ſmaller 
- proprietors, called here, as well as in other parts of the coun. 
try, portioners. The two greater, and moſt of the ſmaller 
' proprietors, uſually reſide in it. Beſides the four farmen 
already mentioned, there are few tenants in the pariſh, who 
do not reſide in the town, or at the ſhore of Newburgh ; and 
their number is not great, nor their portions of land extenſive, 


riſe conſiderably, as land, in the lower grounds,,on 
Newburgh, lets, at from 2 l. to 3 1. per acre; ff 
grounds, at from 10's to 21. per acre, 


The four greater farmers pay of rent above 501. per annun 
each ; the other tenants pay much below that ſum. 


| Crops. —The principal erops in this pariſh are oats, barley, 
Notwiths 
ſtanding the richneſs of the ſoil in the lower grounds, it is not 


wheat, beans, and a mixture of beans and peaſe. 


long ſince wheat made a crop there in rotation. Of late years, 
wheat has been ſown, not only in the lower grounds, but als 
ſo in the hilly parts of the pariſh. As tur nips are not found 
a profitable crop in clay lands, they are not cultivated in the 
lands attached to the Abbey of Lindores. Any trials made 
to raile them in the higher grounds, have ſucceeded, But it 
is matter of regret, that farmers, in this part of the countty, 
ſhew ſome back wardueſs, in extending a ſpecies of crop, which 


when properly conducted, not only meliorates the land, and gives 


it freſh lite and vigour, but alſo furniſhes a delicate and nouriſh- 
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5g food, either for feeding young cattle, and raiſing them to 
a greater ſize, or fattening the old, and bringing them to a 
better market. 
the barley ; and, after a crop of graſs has been taken for one 
year, the ground is again broke up for oats. Wheat is ſown 
after fallow or after pulſe, but commonly after fallow. Ma- 
nure is laid on the fallow, or when the land is undergoing 
preparation for a peaſe crop. When the ſeaſon will admit, 


manure, and plowed in. Wheat is not ſown ſo early as for- 
merly, even upon fallow, Farmers are of opinion, that very 
early ſowing ſeldom produces the largeſt head, or the heavieſt 
grain of wheat. Oats are ſown from the beginning of March 
to the end of April, and the ſeed, generally made uſe of, is a 
ſpecies of oats termed Grange-bothrey, from a farm of that 
name, in the county of Angus. Barley is ſown in the end 
of April, and through the whole of May. Moſt of the ſeed 
employed is a mixture of different kinds, originally imported 
from England. Though the lands, being under better cul- 
ture than formerly, yield greater quantities of barley, it is re- 
marked, that its quality ſeems not to be equal. Whether this 
be owing to the frequent ſowing of wheat, or to the intro- 
duction of lime, as a manure, experience has not yet enabled 
the farmer to determine. The quantity of grain, raiſed in 
this pariſh, is by no means equal to the maintenance of its in- 
habitants; but the ene is ene made up by me 
reighbourhood. 


Population, Wc, —F rom the report of one, who, during the 
indiſpoſition of the writer, was employed to aſcertain the 
number of the pariſhioners, it appears, that the pariſh, at 
large, contains 1664 ſouls, of whom 1552 belong to the town, 
ſuburbs, and ſhore of N ewburgh, and 11 2 to the country part 

Vol. VIII As. ot 


Clover and rye graſs are generally ſown with _ 


beans, or a mixture of beans and peaſe, are ſown upon the 
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of the 5501 The inhabitants of the towri, fabarks and ſhore 
_ conſiſt of 1712 males, and 180 females. Of the inhabitants in 
Vo the country, 64 are males, and 48 females. The return ty 
Dr. Webſter, in 1755, amounting only to 1347, it is evident 
that there has been an increaſe, ſince that time, of 317 ſouls 
Owing to the manner, in which the publication of marriage 
banns 1s generally regiſtered in Scotland, an accurate account 
of the marriages, that take place in any particular pariſh, can. 
not always be obtained. But the records of this pariſh, ſup. 
ply the following account of births and deaths, for the laſt fix 


years, which there i is every reaſon to believe, may be depend. 
ed on. 


27 ABLE * bre, Darm, 69. 


5 Years, || Births, = Deaths. | | E. perſons s who died. 


» 
N % 


males. 


» > | Between 3o & 40. 


|| Between 40 & 50. 
+ | Between 50 & 60. 
| Between 70 & 80. 
Between 80 & go. 


| Fe 
> 6G = 6 Ga | Between 60 & 70. 


—— 


Females 
d. 
» | Under 2 years. 
Between 2 & 5. 


> | Between 10 & 20. 


Between 5 & 10. 
Between 20 & 30. 
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gymen, teach and exhort, under the denomination of Ana- 


ſup. 
| fix 
end. 


tits and Unitarians ſcarcely deſerve the name of ſocieties. 
The Unitarians do not exceed four ; and the Anabaptiſts are 
not double that number. The Anabaptiſts are connected with 
2 church of the ſame deſcription, at Dundee. It may be pre- 
ſumed, that the Unitarians have eſtabliſhed more diſtant con- 
nexions. There are alſo, in the pariſh, ſeveral families who 


pariſh, But the Burgher Seceſſion ſprung up in it, on the ad- 
miſton of the preſent incumbent, into the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


tans, not a few perſons refide within the bounds of this pa- 
tin, who hold communion with no religious ſociety, and ſel- 


leience, rejoices in obſerving men of different views and 


Even among the common people, perſecution for the ſake of 
conſcience begins to be regarded with horror ; and the bigot 
mould in vain attempt to inflame them with violence, againſt 
perſons of ſentiments, the moſt oppoſite to thoſe which they 


A843 | have 


Zecleſiaſtical State. — There are this clergymen in the | 
pariſh of Newburgh ; the miniſter of the eſtabliſhed church, In 
of the Burgher Seceders, and of the Congregational Society, 
beſides ſeveral others, who, without taking the name of cler- 


baptiſts, and Unitarians. The Congregational Society is ſmall. 
The Burgher Seceders may exceed one third of the whole of 
inhabitants of the pariſh. In point of numbers, the Anabap- 


belong to the congregation of Antiburgher Seceders at Aber- 
nethy. The Antiburgher Seceſſion, is of long ftanding in the 


The town of Newburgh, alſo, contains a few Independents, 
and one or two profeſſors of the Epiſcopal religion, but no R- 
man Catholics, Beſides theſe various denominations of Chrif. 


dom join in any public acts of religious worſhip. A friend. 
to principles of toleration, and an advocate for liberty of con- 


opinions, on ſubje&s of religion, living together in the exer- 
cle of mutual charity, and tranſacting peaceably with one 
another, the buſineſs of civil life. Theſe are happy times. 
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have embraced. At the ſame time, conviction of the imp 


tance of religion, to the preſent comfort, and future hapying 
of mankind, muſt produce the deepeſt regret in the minds 


thoſe, who are called to witneſs liberty of conſcience mad 


pretence for neglecting duties, which the beſt, in all agg 
| have ever held ſacred. 


| Lord Viſcount Stormont, and Mr. Hay of Mgt n 
vice · patrons of the pariſh, The ſtipend conſiſts of 31 bol 


2 pecks of oats; 65 bolls 2 firlots of bear; 37 bolls 2 pech 
of meal, (2 bolls 2 pecks of the oats, and the ſame quanii 
of the bear being converted to the town, at 20 l. Scotch.) a 


221 Scotch in money, with a manſe, and a glebe of 4 ct 
The pariſh church is an old Popiſh chapel, ſituated withint 


town of Newburgh, which, in conſequence of a late thoroug 
repair, has been made a very convenient place of work 
The manſe is a new building, erected ſince the admiſſion t 
the preſent incumbent, on a moſt delightful ſpot, beyond tt 
town of Newburgh, to the caſtward, 1 in full view of the ry 
Tay, and Carſe of Gowrie. 


Schools, There are two ſchools in the pariſh, and or 


teacher in each ſchool. The ſchool, taught by the pu 


ſchoolmaſter, is attended by 60 ſcholars, of whom 8 at 
taught Latin, 22 writing and arithmetic, and 30 Englil 
The other ſchool, which is private, and taught by a Secedet,! 
attended by 55 ſcholars, of whom 3 are taught Latin, 1 
writing and arithmetic, and 3x Engliſh, During the wint 
ſeaſon, both ſchools are reſorted to, after the ordinary hours"! 


| labour, by a conſiderable number of grown up perſons, fo 


the purpoſe of learning Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, boo 


keeping, and navigation, Of late years, the advantages d 


education, have been fully perceived by parents, and * 
eagerly ſought for their children, There is one Iicel 
| | | | preacte 


preacher belonging to the pariſh, and thees young men from 
the town of Newburgh, have either juſt finiſhed, or are at 
preſent, proſecuting t the Rory of tae in the unive wee 0 5 f | 
N . 
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country part of the pariſh. The number of poor on the 
pariſh roll in the town, is conſiderable. They are maintain- 
ed by the intereſt of accumulated ſums of money, feu-duties 


Um, in 
I bol 
2 pech 
juanti 


ch,) I 


tions at the church door, and other caſualties. Beſides the 


4 ac money given in monthly penſions, conſiderable ſums are dif. 
thin tolls tributed occaſionally, to perſons in ſtraitened circumſtances, 
rout ho receive no ſtated ſupplies ; and the education of about 8 
vorſli Oey is ny 2a ar. 


fon d 
ond tit 
le rin 


Cbaracrer and Manners of the People. In a provincial 0 

town, inhabited chiefly by ſailors and weavers, poſlefled of : 
ſmall properties, and nearly on a level with reſpect to riches, 
one does not look for poliſhed manners, and the courtly at- 
nd ol tentions practiſed in great cities. Till of late years, the inha- 
| bitants of Newburgh were remarkable for their ruſticity, and 
for the freedom with which they treated their ſuperiors. 
0p 88 We will let the beſt Lord of the land ken, that when he 
der, i * ſets his foot on Newburgh cauſeway, he is Bailie Lyell's 
in, 0 © vaſlal,” was the boaſtful language in which they expreſſed 

wint their emancipation from feudal tyranny, and their enjoyment 
puts d of political freedom. The preſent inhabitants retain the ſenſe 
18, f of independence, imbibed and cheriſhed by their anceſtors ; 
bool. but having ſhared in the effects of that civilization, which has 
recently produced ſo great a change on the manners of the 
nation at large, they are ſtudious of diſplaying it with mode- 
ration and courteſy, They mingle with their neighbours 3 in 
the 


e are no poor on the funds, who reſide in the 


of a ſuperiority in lands purchaſed for their behoof, collec 
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| the ankles of commercial intercourſe and they gradud. lies o! 
ly aſſimilate to the general character of their countrymen, Ml for ih 
The bulk of the inhabitants undoubtedly merit the praiſe a Ml fertile 
ſobriety and induſtry ; and inſtances of perſons are not want. Jen the 
ing, who, by ſignal propriety, in their own deportment, fur. de E. 
niſh a daily rebuke to the unprincipled and idle; and, by fu. might 
perior attention to the education of their children, take the mich. 
5 ſureſt method of producing a thorough reformation on the quiri1 
manners of the people. No perſon belonging to the pariſh at plent. 
Newburgh, has ſuffered the puniſhment of death for any ſa@tu 
crime, within the period to which its records extend. In time; loom 
of peace, Perth receives its moſt expert ſailors from this dic, Ml pt 
trict; whilſt, in time of war, Newburgh ſupplies the Navy time 
"of Great Britain, with ſteady, well behaved, and "gran will 
men. 8 | then 
will 
the 1 
tion 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The pariſh, and in parti- 
cular, the town of Newburgh, labours under ſeveral diſadvan- 
tages. The country near it, on the ſouth, is hilly, thinly in- 

habited, and badly provided with roads. Trade being al- 
ready eſtabliſhed at Perth and at Dundee, militates againſt 

Its ſpeedy acquiſition of commercial conſequence. The ap- 
pointment too, of magiſtrates in Newburgh, without a reve- 
nue adequate to the ſupport of their authority, may be reckon- 
ed unfavourable to it. When perſons in power are dependent, 
regulations of police may be formed, but will ſeldom be exc- 
cuted. In every town, men are to be found of weight ſuf- 
ficient to thwart thoſe ſchemes of improvement, wuich mult 
he proſecuted at the perſonal expence of the projectors. But, 
notwithſtanding theſe obvious obſtacles, no ſpot on the whole 
north fide of Fife, ſeems better calculated tor preparing va- 
rious kinds of manufacture ſor ſale, and for ſupplying part 
of three counties, with foreign articles of conſumption, It 
| 5 ; les 
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an), lies open to the moſt diſtant markets, has convenient ſtations 
for ſhipping, and admits veſſels of conſiderable burden. The 


en, 

« of Wl fertile diſtrict of the Carſe of Gowrie, is at no great diſtance, 

ant. on the north; and a well cultivated country approaches on 
fr. WY the E. and W. There, a malting concern, of great extent, 


lu. night be eſtabliſhed ; and, in the immediate neighbourhood, | 
the might be found no inconvenient ſituation, for any work re- 
te WY quiring a command of water, while Newburgh might furniſh 
nor plenty of hands for carrying on the operations of the manu- 
ſaturer; as there are hundreds in it already trained to the 
loom, who only want a ſpirited merchant, with an adequate 
capital, to direct their induſtry into a lucrative channel. The 
time cannot be far diſtant, when theſe obvious advantages 
will be ſeized, in an age of ſuch commercial enterpriſe ; and 
then the town of Newburgh, long poor, though independent, 
will become diſtinguiſhed for the wealth, the induſtry, and 
the number of its inhabitants, and better entitled to the atten- 
tion of the philoſopher and the ſtateſman. 
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the tranſactions of commercial intercourſe ; and they gradusl. 

ly aſſimilate to the general character of their countrymen, 
The bulk of the inhabitants undoubtedly merit the Praiſe of 
ſobriety and induſtry ; and inſtances of perſons are not want. 
ing, who, by ſignal propriety, in their own deportment, fur. 
niſh a daily rebuke to the unprincipled and idle; and, by {y. 
perior attention to the education of their children, take the 
ſureſt method of producing a thorough reformation on the 
manners of the people. No perſon belonging to the pariſh of 
Newburgh, has ſuffered the puniſhment of death for any 


crime, within the period to which its records extend. In time; 


of peace, Perth receives its moſt expert ſailors from this dif. 

trict; whilſt, in time of war, Newburgh ſupplies the Nay 

| of Great Tritsin, with . well velitved, and gallant 
lhe. 2 


ar and Diſadvantages. The pariſh, and in parti. 


cular, the town of Newburgh, labours under ſeveral diſzdyan- 
tages. The country near it, on the ſouth, is hilly, thinly in- 
habited, and badly provided with roads. Trade being al- 
ready eſtabliſhed at Perth and at Dundee, militates again 
its ſpeedy acquiſition of commercial conſequence. The ap- 
pointment too, of magiſtrates in Newburgh, without a reve- 
nue adequate to the ſupport of their authority, may be reckon- 
ed unfavourable to it. When perſons in power are dependent, 
regulations of police may be formed, but will ſeldom be exe- 
cuted. In every town, men are to be found of weight ſuf- 
ficient to thwart thoſe ſchemes of improvement, wuich mult 
he proſecuted at the perſonal expence of the projectors. But, 
_ notwithſtanding theſe obvious obſtacles, no ſpot on the whole 
north fide of Fife, ſeems better calculated or preparing va- 
rious kinds of manufatture ſor ſale, and for ſupplying part 
of three counties, with foreign articles of conſumption. I. 
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ſacturer; as there are hundreds in it already trained to the 


ime cannot be far diſtant, when theſe obvious advantages 
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M open to the a diſtant markets, has convenient ſtations ; 


fertile diſtrict of the Carſe of Gowrie, is at no great diſtance, 
on the north; and a well cultivated country approaches on 
the E. and W. There, a malting concern, of great extent, 
might be eſtabliſhed ; and, in the immediate neighbourhood, 
might be found no inconvenient fituation, for any work re- 
uiring a command of water, while Newburgh might furniſh : 
vlenty of hands for carrying on the operations of the manu. 


dom, who only want a ſpirited merchant, with an adequate 
zpital, to direct their induſtry into a lucrative channel. The 


vill be ſeized, in an age of ſuch commercial enterpriſe ; and 


vill become diſtinguiſhed for the wealth, the induſtry, and | 
he number of its inhabitants, and better entitled to the atten- 
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NUMBER XI. 


row AND PARISH OF DUNDEE 


f (County / Forfar —Preſtytery of Dundee—S Spd of aun 


and e 


By the Rev, Rorxar SMALL, D. D. one i of the Min piers of 
5 that We 


Origin wy the Name... : 


IHE. modern name of the pariſh is Dundee, from the 
f large town ſituated in it. This name, formerly, an 
even ſo late as the beginning of the preſent century, was ge. 


nerally ſpelled Dondè or Dondie; and in Queen Mary's charter 


Dondlei, in law-Latin it is Deidonum; and it has been affirmed 
- by various Highlanders, that they conſider it as ſignifying, 
what this Latin imports, the Gift, or otherwiſe, the Hill of 
God, Theſe circumſtances give probability to the tradition, 
that it obtained the name, about the middle of the 12th cen- 
tury, from David Earl of Huntingdon, who landing here, at- 


ter a dreadful ſtorm in his return from the holy wars, deſigu- 
ed by it to expreſs his gratitude for his deliverance ; and, in 
conſequence of a vow, built the preſent pariſh church. Had 
the fignification been the hill of Tay, as Taodunum, according 
to Buchanan, it would in Gaelic have been pronounce 
The ancient name was Alec, in Boece's Latin, 


Duntau. 
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/ Dundee. i 
| 22 and by this it is diſtinguiſhed. in the highlands, N 
The lignification of Alec i is ſaid to be pleaſ; int or beautiſul, ö 
The language ſpoken by the inhabitants, has, from time ime | 1 


memorial, been the broad Scotch ; ; that is Engliſh or Saxon, e b 
ith a peculiar provincial accent. The names of places in i 
the pariſh are partly in this language, and partly G-elic. Of 


= | 
= 
he former kind are Blackneſs, Coldſide, Clepingtoum and Clay BY — 
ptr. Balgay, Dudhope, Drumgeith, Duntroon, Baltdovie, and 10 
. rious others are ee of the latter. fy 


Situation, Extent, G. The pariſh of Dundee is ſituated 


de county of Angus, now called, in writings, F orfarſhire, | 

0 | $f 

3 from the county town. The length from W. to E. is „„ i 

miles, but its breadth is various; for, towards the weſt end, Av 

. Re ENT FI 2 | | | 8 334 

t 1s nearly two miles, towards the middle, where the town 1 

lands, not more than one, and towards the eaſt end, between iF 

bree and four“. The nter of the pariſh . to a # 

and hs 1 

5 ge⸗ A0 there i is no map of the pariſh, it is b poſſible to communicate an ü 4 

x utelligible deſcription of its form. The ridge of mountains, which runs from 9 

0 perth to the eaſt promontory of Angus, called the Red Head, ſeparating be- 1 

med veen this country and Strathmore, is well known, being a continuation of the 1 

ring, Ockil Hills; and in the parts where it approaches neareſt to the pariſh of Dur- 10 
in oi it is named the Siedlaw Hills, and Lorn's Hill. While theſe mountains A 

ti on, un along the Carſe of Gowrie, no New range riſes between them and the Tay, . 
nd there the country is flat, and almoſt level; but, where the Carſe terminates 1 
Cen- Millfield, a new range riſes of lower hills, running from Balgay Hill on f 

e, al- e weſt, to the Knock-Hills near Arbroath on the eaſt, where it forms the ſouth ti 
eſign-Houndary of a fort of vale or ſtrath, contained between them and the ridge of [if 
g Y | , | = A 

id, in edlaw and Lorn, &c. on the north. In this vale, no ſingle great river runs, 13 

bit it is watered by ſevera! ſtreams, which deſcend from the northern ridge, 9 


nd, after traverſing various parts of the vale, make their way through the low= 
[range into the Hay. On part of this lower range of hills, and chiefly on 


rding 


uncedz dein ſouthern expoſure, the pariſh of Dundee is ſituated; towards the caſt end 
tis interſected by Dighty and Fiethy, the principal of all the ſtreams which K 
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great variety of proprietors. The valued. rent of the Wiigle 
is, 7874 J. 38. 2 d. Scotch. The real rent abſtracting from 
the houſes and gardens in the town, is probably between 
8,000 1. and 9,000 1. Sterling, The number of Scottiſh acre, 
under culture, 1s about 3,409, and in plantation, about 300, 
The principal eſtates in the pariſh are thoſe of Dudhope, with 
the other lands belonging to Lord Douglas, Craigie, Drum. 
geith, Baldovie, Pitkerro, Duntroon, Clepingtown, Wallace, 
Blackneſs, Upper Dudhope, Logie, and Balgay. None of 
| theſe except the Duntroon and Douglas eſtates, have bel 
above 100 years in poſſeſſion of the family of its preſent pro. 
prietors. Ta moſt of the others, the property has been fluc. 
tuating ; and, the average term of poſſeſſion is rated ſuſici. 

ently high at 20 years. Logie, Blackneſs, and Balgay, are 
; laid to be 1 in the pariſh, only guond Jacrs: | 


Situation of i the Town. Fri the fouth fide of N Fil 
a ſmall ſtream ſprings, which, running eaſtward, is joined by 
another on the weſt fide of the Law; and both together conti 


\ 
nue their courſe ſouth eaſt, through a narrow low ground, "RJ 
| till, ate of 
1 5 „„ | . . 28 fo 
run from the higher ridge; and on the north, and alſo partly on the eaſt, ano 
ther of them, the Burn of Murroes, is the boundary which ſeparates it fro ee 
Murroes, and Moneyfieth. The pariſh however, is not mountainous, for ted fon 
Law c£ Dundee, the higheſt hill in the whole range, is only 525 feet above the nd on 
jevel of the Tay. Balgay Hill, to the weſt of the Law, is conſiderably lower e fir, 
and the ground of Craigie, to the eaſt of it, excepting at one point, is a gent! Adee 
riſing bank. The appearance of the country is beautiful, particularly the ſoutl | 
Nope of all the grounds towards the Tay, the ſouth lope of Duntroon Hill to Pe, 2 
wards Fiethy, and the bottom where Dighty and Fiethy meet, and where they ule o 
are ſoon after joined by the Burn of Murroes, Balgay Hill, beſides its beautifuh lee 8 
form, is covered with a thriving plantation of various trees; and the Law 0 e toy 
Dundee, riſing gently from ſome low grounds behind the town, is cultivateC i 
through its whole aſcent, till at laſt it ſhoots into a round, green, and uncom W 


monly pleaſing ſummit. 
| the 


Dundee. 1 
nl, after dividing the town of Dundee, nearly in the middle, 


zurn, riſes on the north of the Law, and running eaſt, and | 
hen ſouth, falls into the Tay at the eaſt end of the royalty, 
nd at the diſtance of a quarter of a mile from the mouth of 
he former, Between theſe two, on the ſea-ſhore, and on a 
ow flat ground, the ancient town of Dundee is ſaid to have 


he broadeſt part of the Seagate, remains of the ancient croſs 
ere ſome years ago to be ſeen ; and, by marks in the preſent 
aſeway, its fituation is ſtill diſtinguiſhed. Weſt from the 


Kill 
ed by 
vont: . When the great church was built by David Earl of 
ound, luntingdon, a great part of the grounds was probably in a 
til 
1 2s for a long time the Kirk in the field. From theſe rocks, 
ſt, ano 
it fro | 
for led forms a ſort of ridge, bounded on the ſouth by the Tay, 
dove ld on the north by the Balgay ftream. The valley, where 


ö owe 


a rent!) 
the * We ve conceived more delighttul, than thoſe of the caſtle of Dud- 


Hin ee, and the houſe of Logie to the north of the valley; of the 
vere heul of Balgay, at its weſtern extremity; or of Blackneſs on the 
beautütge on the ſouth of it, On this ridge, the late additions to 
gre e town have chiefly been built, and they extend along the 
J und Mmit, and on both fides of it, near to Blackneſs itſelf. 


Bba beyond 


hey fall into the Tay. Another ſmall ſtream, called Wallace 


een ſituated. It ſeems to have conſiſted of two parallel , 
reets, the Seagate, and on the north of i it the Cowgate. In: 


pouth of the firſt ſtream, the ground riſes into rocks, which 
re from 5© to go feet above the level of the Tay. On one : 
{ theſe, the ancient caſtle ſtood, and on the grounds lying 
ong them, and declining towards the eaſt and ſouth from 
hem, the more modern and largeſt part of the town is ſituat- 


te of cultivation, and the ordinary deſignation of the church 


e ground continues to riſe all the way welt to Balgay-Hill, 8 


e ſtream runs, is exceedingly beautiful; and few fituations 


tier conſiderable additions have, however, been alſo made 
ter quarters, particularly at the eaſt end of the royalty, 
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beyond the low ground, on the north of it, and on i the nf 8nd 


of the ancient ſuburb. known by the name of the Bonne. tho! 


Hill. The Fe of the principal pier in the harbour, is in 
56“. 47 0t latitude, andi in 39. 2. 05% of longitude, wel gay 


from Greenwich, or in time 12/. 117. The latitude may be this 
5 conſidered as accurate, being the reſult of a great variety of le 
obſervations made with 2 good Hadley's Quadrant, both in and 
the meridian and other circles of altitude, at a place judged whi 

to be in the ſame parallel with the point now mentioned ; but 12 
the conclufion for the longitude, i is calculated only from a ſee” | 

lies 


- lunar eclipſes, and by geoditical deductions from the meridian 
of Hawk-Hill near Edinbur rght 


Soil. —In 2 pariſh ſo extenſive, there muſt be a conſider ** © 
oble variety of ſoil, Little of it, however, i is naturally rich farn 
The riſing ground, in particular, which runs weſt from mh 8 

town towards Blackneſs, was originally thin and poor, with: 2 
gravelly bottom, and the ſurface was covered, probably, for: ſon! 
long time, with heath. About Blackneſs, the foil continue. 31 
equally thin, and the bottom is of till. But, to the north oi ED 
_ Blackneſs, particularly on the eaſt end of the Hill of Balgay bon 
the ſoil is deeper, and confiſts of a rich black earth Excep oy 
about the old cal le of Dudhope, and on the low grounds belind oy 
the town of Dundee, the ſoil of the Law is poor, with a bat wie 
tom of till. The ground ts the eaſtward of the Law, thous gral 

| better, is not remarkably rich; a good part of Craigie, whid give 
conſiſts of the beſt of it, was moor not 30 years ago, and tl by! 
bottom is generally till. To the eaſtward of Craigie, the ſoil vhe 
in ſome farms of the Douglas eſtate, becomes better, and in fron 
 clines to clay. The beſt land is in the bottom, where Dig! wy 
ty and Fiethy meet. It includes part of Baldovie and Drum 7 oy 
gieth, and ſeems to be a depoſit from theſe two waters. II = 
* gi 


eltate of Pitkerro, bounded on three ſides by Fietly, Dighi) 


all 


of Dundee, e 197 


5 f nd * Burn of Murroes, conſiſts of a foil | ad and dry, 
ea 


though rather thin, and the ſouth bank of Duntroon is alto 
as fertile. The worſt land lies to the north of the hills of Bal- 

is in gay, Duntroon, and the Law. But the neighbourhood of 
welt this large town ſeems to place all theſe varieties of ſoil upon 
Ly be a level. They are, in general, in a ſtate of high cultivation, 
by r and produce valuable crops. Inſtead of large pieces of moor, 
h i which, within the laſt 30 years, were to be found every 
ge where, there is hardly to be ſeen a ſingle ſpot. All is culture 


; but 
1 lies waſte ogy . 


1d1an 


de The number of people, who have farms, is 


fidere . 2 l b Ss 1 
0h farming their only bufinels, there are not more than 15. The 
3 practice of one of the moſt 1nduſtrious and intehiigen, is as 


* conſtantly 7 ſervants, and 8 horſes; 3 he employs in ſpring 
flue! 
th ol 
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given to the wheat, and the ſyſtem ſeems to be approved of 


from the loch to the middle of June; and his crops of grain 
are generally reaped ia September. The reaping is w holly 


in ſheaves, and, while on the field, {ct up in ſhocks. An acre 
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or plantation, except a few acres of common, and very little 


zu or 32. But of tarmers, properly fo called, and who make 
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follows. He rents 130 acres at 40 8. per acre : he keeps | 


3 ploughs, each wrought by 2 horſes, aud in winter, 2 
poughs wrought by 4; and he uſes 4 caris, whoſe dimen- 
fions are 8 feet by 4. His land is laid out in J divifiins cul. 
tivated in this rotation: 1 fallow, 2. wheat, 3. Pota oes and 
turnips horſe-hoed, 4. barley, 5. oats, with graſs ſeeds, 6. grafs, 
chiefly ſold green, and cut and carried off by the buyers, 7. 
graſs cut for hay. In this rotation, the whole manure is 


by his neighbours, and generally adopted. He begins to ſow. 
wheat in September, oats in March, barley in April, turnips 
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performed by the ſickle, and all the kinds of grain are bound 


n 


of good turnips ſells from 7 l. to 10 J., according to the diſtance 
from 
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from the town. The buyer takes them up and carries them 
off the grounds, and none are fed off in the field. The pots. 
toes are chiefly planted by Dundee manufacturers, who alf 
clean them with hand hoes, and take them up, The farmer 
puts the ground in proper order for receiving them, and 


draws from 41. to 61. the. acre, This practice is attended 


5 with the beſt effects, to the health and more eaſy ſubſiſtence 


of the manufacturer and his family; z and to the farmer in 
| clearing his land from weeds, which it does more effectually than 
any other method. An acre of good graſs, for green feeding, 
like the turnip, draws from 71. to 10 J. and even 121. The 
plough generally uſed is the improved Scotch one, though Smalls 
plough begins alſo to be introduced. No threſhing machines 

| Have hitherto been employed, though there are many in vari- 
duns parts of the neighbouring country, and though one kind 
of them is ſpoken of with approbation. Probably the reaſen is 

| that we have no farms ſo large as to make them neceſſary, or 
to pay ſufficiently for the original expence. The corns, when 
brought off the field, are all ſtacked in the barn-yard, and ge- 


nerally raiſed about 3 feet above the ground, ob wooden | 


frames ſupported by ſtone pillars. 


Fanners have been, for a 
kong time, the only inſtruments employed in winnowing, 
The principal manures, in addition to what every farm ſup- 
plies, are dung from Dundee, and lime, chiefly from Sunder- 


land. No fervices are in this parith exacted from the far- 
mers; and this oppreſive cuſtom, though ſtill ſubſiſting in 


fome other parts of Angus: ſhire, 1s 8835 Happily e 


Caꝛtlle. he greateſt part of the pariſh is incloſed with 
hedges and ſtone ſences, but, except in ſome parts diſtant from 
the town, the incloſures are ſeldom uſed for paſture. The 


cattle of all kinds are good, but the pariſh 1s not remarkable 


breed, The farmers breed ſome horſes, but 
by 


for any peculier } 


by no 
pourh 
for all 
lo ſhi 
Mr. C 
large 
f Mr 
irupe 
gent 
equi! 
ubjec 
Digh 
he g. 
uin 
perſo! 


#7 
phe 


dee, 


Bt ha 


rav. 
polu. 
ven 
bealt 
ton 


2 
F an 
mana 
falls, 
mean 
by gi 
Llp] 


by no means in nm ber ſaffiient for the demands of the d 
for all kinds of butcher meat, is one of the beſt in Scotland *. 


Mr. Guthrie of Craigie, He has tried in his incloſures the 
urge ſouth country breed, and endeavoured to introduce that 
f Mr. Bakewell, with tolerable ſucceſs. The birds aud qua- 


ent the other low country pariſhes near the ſea, and ſeem to 
r2quire no particular enumeration, No part of the pariſh 18 
abje& to inundations, except the bottom where Fiethy and 
Dighty join; but no conſiderable damage is done, either to 


ines WſequinoQtial tides ſometimes riſe high, they have not, in an 
ar. NPerſon's | Emory been hurtful, 

sind . 5 5 os e 
n 18, Climate and Diſcaſes.—Ne part of the pariſh can be called 


chealthy, The higher and weft part of the town of Dun- 


rhen Nee, and the whole ridge, on which the principal additions to 
ge- have been built, is naturally as healthy a ſituation, (from its 
oden {ſſeravelly bottom, the conſtant current of the tides, and its ex- 
for a Molure to the S. W. winds,) as, perhaps, any in the world. E- 
ring, Nen the ſuburbs to the N. E. though on a bottom of till, are 
ſup- Wealthy, for the declivity of the ſituation prevents all ſtagna- 
\der- ion of water. The low grounds behind the town are, in- 
 f:r. if > 1 e eds 
ng in 1 5 . . 
d. * The veal, in particular, has of late years become excellent, in conſequence 
an improvement introduced, by a gentleman in the neighbourhcod, in the 
5 management of the calves. Inſtæad of confining them in low, dirty, and open 
with falls, they are placed in boxes raiſed ſome feet above the ground, by which 
from means they are more eaſily kept clean, warm, and dry, and care is alſo taken 
The WF giving a cover to every box, to exclude the light. in conſequence of theſe 
Kable d ſome other attentions, the veal equals, if not excells, the beſt produced 


Loland, 


pourhood, or for their own labour. The market in Dundee, 


ſo ſheep are bred, or even fattened for ſale, except a few by 


irapeds, which are not domeſticated, are the ſame that fre- 
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he grounds, or to the crops upon them; and though the 
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and fatal, for inoculation is, hitherto, - but imperſe&ly intro- 
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deed, hitherto, but inſufficiently drained, and the houſes tg 
the ſouth, which border on them, exhibit ſome inconſiderable 
marks of dampneſs. But the principal cauſes of unheealthi. 
neſs in Dundee, are the height of the houſes, the narrowneßz 
of the tenements and of ſome ſtreets, by which the people 
were too much crowded upon one another. The bound; cf 
the royalty were too confined for the increaſing number of the 
inhabitants, and it was only within the laſt 30 years, that 
they began to extend their buildings beyond its limits, But 
with all theſe defects, Dundee may be conſidered as a very 
healthy place; the ſmall-pox, indeed, is often epidemica 


duzed; but fevers are ſeldom infectious, and agues almoſt 
unknown. The crowded places of the town, indeed, are un- 
favourable to children, but probably not more ſo than other 
crowded places ; and as one evidence of its healthineſs, it may 
be mentioned, that in a diſtrict containing 1800 inhabitants 
only two perſons, in the ſummer of 1989, were found confin 
ed to bed. Leſs rain falls here than at Perth, for, by th 
Carſe and Siedlaw hills to the north, and the Fife hills to the 


ſouth, the clouds are attracted, and frequently carried away 

from this town and neighbourhood *, The village of the Fer. 
„ Wy „ | b o ad 
ry; in particular, at the eaſt end of the pariſh, near Broughtn 
caſtle, is uncommonly dry and wholeſome, and, perhaps, bet de . 
ter fitted for ſea-bathing, than any other place on the carer: 
coaſt of Scotland. The moſt frequent endemial diſeaſes are con-f<?t d 
ſumptions and the ſcrophula, by which laſt, perhaps, the for _ 
. . 5 | PT = 4 0 „ 
mer are principally produced. The ſcrophula ſeems chief 3 
to affect the families of linen-weavers, who ſometimes fee , 1 
poorly, and whoſe manufacture is carried on in damp 1 
low floors. | We have no lake, or even pool of ſtanding July, 
watel ſor the 
| 78. 
No tradition or hiſtory ſpeaks of any damage dong i in Dundee by thundeſſ et the 


and probably the ſituation and form of the Law is our r ſecurity, and enables! 
˖ 
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es th water, except one, which i 18 dry i in ſummer, 455 the declivity 


rable of the n in all e am bo carries off the rain. 
Athi. 


vnck BY Faſt Springs, Weald whincline and porpbyry 


eople 
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df the 
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very 


may be claſſed among volcanic productions, nothing of this 


the pariſh, The porphyry is chiefly on the lands of Balgay 


mical 
intro- 
most 
e un. 
other 
may 


waters. From the : quarries of this kind in the neighbourhood, 


tants, 


pelly employ, is that of Kingoodie on the eſtate of M II-Held, 
inthe pariſh of Forgan ; and lighters bring the ſtone imme- 
dately from the quarry. Though compoſed of coarſer par- 
| Vor. VIII. | NED ticles, 


onfin- 


toad, in ſome degree, as an electrical condeftor. We have no water ſpou's, 
or whirlwinds, and, excepting the meteor, which, ſome years ago, paſſed along 


aurora borealis diflers nothing from thoſe in other places of S:otland, and, ex- 
cept during a ſettled courſe of froſt, it is generally ſollowed by wind and rain 


Mr. Fairweather, a gentlemaniin the neighbourhood of the town, it appears, that 


[that the average height of Faranheit's thermometer, for the months of June, 


for the months of December, January, and February, at 8 in the morning 34, 
78. The houſe, where this regiſter was kept, is ſituated in the ſouth expoſure 
eil the bank below Blackneſs, and about 40 ſeet above the level of the Tay. 


. 


ind has been diſcovered. Theſe two, particularly the firſt, 
compoſe the principal part of the hills and riſing grounds in 


and Blackneſs, There are, however, various quarries of 
what we call free-ſtone. This is much harder than the fre- 
fone about Edinburgh, and is evidently ftratified. It is a 
ſand-ſtone, and ſometimes incloſes many pebbles, ſuch as now 

le on all our ſhores, and are rounded by the daſhing of the 


Jznd eſpecially along the coaſt, ſtones for building in the town 
re often taken. But the beſt c quarry, and what builders prinei- 5 
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the whole iſland, no remarkable phænomena are remembered in the air. The 


Irom the fouth. From a meteorological regiſter, kept for ſome years paſt, by Z 


the annual average of rain, which fell from January 1783, to January 1792, is 
22, 12 inches, or, abſtracting ſrom the uncommonly rainy year of 1789, 21, 23, 


July, and Auguſt, at two o'clock afternoon, was for the ſame years 63, 85, and 
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water generally covered by the tide; but it is ſo periſhable as 
to be of little uſe. We have no figured ſtones, no petriface 
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ticles, and incapable of being ſo tnoschly poliſhed as the 

| ſtone from ſome other quarries, particularly thoſe of Craigi 
and Invergourie, it is much more durable, and in many part 
: of the great ſteeple, built from it, in the 12th century, eſpe. 
_cially in the higher and more expoſed parts, the marks of the 
chiſſel are fill viſible. The colour is grey, inclining a little 
to blue. Another ſand-ſtone of a redith colour and foſter 
texture, is found immediately weſt from the town, and at high 


dice 0 
roacl 
tom 
reſſel: 


eſo 


own 
ently 
ons. 
tf the 
tions, no limeſtone or marble, and no granite or other alpine ore 
| Kone, except a few looſe and detached pieces, which bear the 
appearance of being rounded by water. A very {mall quan- 
tity of grey ſlate is found in the free-ſtone quarries on the 
lands of Craigie ; but it is nothing different from the reſt of 
the quarry, except that it ſplits into thinner ſtrata. There 
are no mines of any kind, nor any mineral ſprings except 
two, and theſe ſo ſlightly tinged with iron, as hardly to de- 
ſerve the name. Some excellent ſprings break out near the 
town, at the bettons of the Law, one eſpecially called the La- 
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dy Well, whoſe waters are conveyed in leaden pipes through 
the different ſtreets of the town, and ſupply the greateſt part 
of it. The waters from moit of theſe, on boiling, leave a 
| ſtony cruſt on the veſle's employed for that purpoſe any con: ee 
ſiderable time; but we have no ſprings which, wath propriety, ide 0 
can be called petrifying. iſe 

5 an £ 
| _ Tides, be. The Tay is between 2 and 3 miles broad, fer 
where it bounds the pariſh, and it extends nearly along its ut- 
moſt length. The adjacent coaſt is generally high and rocky. 
At the welt end, along the lands of Balgay, 1 it 18 perpendicu- 
lar, and more than 42 feet high; along thoſe of Blackneſs it 
falls lower, till, in approaching the town, it becomes a preci- 
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ice of gravel, apt to be undermined by the ſea, and en 
roached on by the wind. In all the tract of ground, weſt 


ently, and the harbour is capable of receiving veſſels of 300 
ons. Faſtward from the flat ground, where the ancient part 
fac 


Ipine bore again becomes rocky, but in ſeveral places ſmall veſ- 


r the s may come to land. Beyond this eſtate, the coaſt falis Iow- 
11an. r excepting at one promontory called the Hare Cratgs, and 
n the Wt the Ferry, near Broughty Caſtle, it becomes a flat links, with 


eſt of 
here 
Lcept 
o de- 
r the 
La- 
ough 
Patt 
ave oods, is rapid. Many ſand banks lie to the eaſtward be- 
con- 
iety, 


road, Nie made by this river, on the low lands of the Carſe of Gow- 


5 ut- Nie, and the Inch of Mugdrum, oppoſite to Errol; and the ſoil 
>cky. hich is waſhed away, comes down with the tide, and is de- 


dicu-Mofted all along our ſhores, eſpecially in the harbour. A 
eſs it Melon, which they ſhut at high water, and open when the tide 
reci - Is left the harbour, was, for a long time, the only reſource 


pice WW” clearing nay the ſoil, which is thus depoſited, The 
Coca: _ fame 
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om the town, there are but one or two places where ſmall 
efſels can come to land. The harbour of Dundee W 
e ſouth of the rocks, on 1 which the principal part of the 
own is ſituated ; and here the ground ſlopes to the water more 


if the town was built, and along the eſtate of Craigie, _— 


fine gravelly beach, where larger veſſels may ſafely ap- 

roach, In the tides there is no peculiarity. As the cur- 
ent in the north ſea flows ſouth, we have high water about 
alk an hour ſooner than at Leith, and at the harbour the riſe_ 
om low to high water is, in the higheſt ſtreams, about 18 
r 20 feet. Some rocks lie off the harbour, but, excepting 
, which have buoys, or beacons, they riſe above the ſurface 
f the water. The current of the Tay, eſpecially after land : 


ween this harbour and Errol, and they are all on the north _ 
ſde of the river. The principal channel of the Tay is on the 
iſe ſhore, and it is only by this that veſſels of any burden 

an go up to Perth or Newburgh. Continual incroachments 


n Yan wg i ras hs ade & 2 
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| thips of any burden, which can get within the bar, acroſs th 
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| ſame method is ſtill employed, but a more effectual one hay 
lately been adopted, of opening arched paſſiges in ſome of the 
Piers. Through theſe the current moves rapidly, and prevents 
the ſoil from ſettling ; and before this contrivance the harbour 
was in danger of being filled up. To the eaſt of the harbour, 
all the way to Broughty Caſtle, there is an excellent road fr 


mouth of the river. This is about 8 miles below Dundee 
and as veſlels can hardly attempt to croſs it, in a ſtorm, many 
ſhipwrecks happen on the coaſt beyond it, when the ſtorm is 
from the eaſt, and the veſſels are found too near the ſhore, 
| The principal ſcene of theſe wrecks is St. Andrew's bay, anl 
the coaſt of Angus between Barry and Arbroath. Even with. 
in the bar, and till the veſſels have paſſed Broughty Caſtle, the 

_ coaſts on both ſides are dangerous, conſiſting ol flat ſands. 


| River and Sea Productions. The freſh water ſtreams of 
Di ghty, Fiethy, and the Burn of Muroes, have trouts in them, 
and Dighty has ſome pikes, but no ſalmon; except at the end 
of the fiſhing ſeaſon, when a few of what are called foul rent 
or #elt, are caught, and no fiſh of almoſt any other kind, e:-Miſclea; 
cept ſome ſea trout, after it leaves the pariſh, to fall into tie wit! 
Tay at Monyfieth. Though the Tay abounds in falmon, Som 
there are but 4 or 5 fiſhings on all our extent of coaſt ; nor do yiel 
almoſt any white fiſh, except a ſpecies of flounders, called /i. 

| waters, come within the bar. In the ſands of the river wei com 
have a few ſmall crabs; one bank yields periwinkles ; {irimps|M are 
are caught on all of them, and ſmelts in the channel, on the Q 
| ſhore of Fife, near Balmerino, where the water becomes lM fiſh 
ſalt than at Dundee. In ſome years, towards Auguſt, large 
ſhoals of porpoiſes appear, and regularly go up and down 
with the tide, from the mouth of the river as far as Errol, 
in purſuit of ſalmon, but no method has hitherto been found 


ol catching them. Seals are numerous, and alſo deſtrudtiv 
5 e 7 


to the ſalmon ; but various ; methods are practiſec of catebing 
heſe ; and as they ſoon leave the places where they are once 


e hay 
f the 


rents iiturbed, they are now ſeldom ſeen farther up than Mony- 
bour ech. The ſalmon, caught in the river, go principally to 
our, Mme London market, freſh or pickled. To carry them freſh, 


d for 
$ the 


dee, ind is now conſtuntly adopted. The price of ſalmon here is 
nany always regulated by that of the London market, and general. | 
rm u goes beyond it. Our ſalmon fiſhings begin later than to · 


kore, vards Perth, and conſequently leſs is carried in a freſh ſtate 
„ and 
With. 
2, the 
the Tay being rapid, the channels of its waters are often 


changed, and, conſequently, in this part of the river the ſal- 
as ol mon often change their courſe, and the annual value of any 
them particular fiſhing alters. A fiſhing on the Fife ſhore, oppo- 
e end ſite to Broughty Caſtle, was let in 1789, at no greater yearly, 
/ rent than 40 l. and in that year the tackſman is faid to have 
1 e. 


within the bar of the river, we have no ſea weed for manure. 
Some kelp is made, but in ſo ſmall a quantity, that the ſhores 
yield no rent; and any perſon who pleaſes 1s allowed to burn 
it. I know of no uncommon plants i in the pariſh, or any un- 


are to be found. 


lounders, ſoles, turbot, holibut, ſkate, mackarel, and herrings. 


for 
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the method firſt ſuggeſted by Mr. George Dempſter, of pack- 
ing them in ice, has been found of the greateſt conſequence, | 


toLondon. The rent of all the ſalmon fiſhings in the river 
probably exceeds 30001. annually ; but of this rent, thoſe on 
cur ſhores yield a very inconſiderable part. The currents of 


cleared no leſs than 3201, As the pariſh is fituated a good way 


common ſhells upon its thores ; neither ſpunges nor corals 


On the ſea coaſt, without the bar, great numbers of ſea- 
ih are caught; haddocks, whitings, cod, ling, plaice, dab, 


Of theſe, the haddocks were the principal, and the moſt rea- 
dily bought up. They were ſome years a goin ſuch plenty, aa 
to be an important article of food fer the common people; but 
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Form, is not of the ſame ſtructure with the towers, which 


auent lighting, ſome of the ſtones have been put in fuſion. 
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; for more than three years they have eitirely left the coal. 
5 They were always in ſeaſon, except from February to May, 
The cod and ling are not plentiful, and they are inferior in 
quality to thoſe taken farther north. The mackarel and her. 
rings come from beyond Fife Neſs, and are principally taken 
in Autumn. All the towns of Angus afford excellent 
markets for all theſe kinds of fiſh, the town of Dundee eſye- 
cially ; but it is now poorly and irregularly ſupplied. Be. 
| tween Monyfieth and Arbroath, confiderable quantities of 
crabs and lobſters are found. The lobfters went chiefly to the 
London market, till lately, that by overfiſhing, none were 10 
be had of a proper ſize, and, on this account they were for 
ſome time ſpared, and more of them come to the market of 
Dundee. Muſcles and cockles come from the mouth of the 
Eden, near St. Andrews, and are ſold by meaſure. The defeft 
ol our ſea fiſhing is, that the fiſhermen live too far up the river, 
and, their boats being ſmaller than in the times when ſroug: 
| gling prevailed, they do not go out to deep enough water, and 
cannot always venture to croſs the bar, We have no oy. 
ters, and all attempts to ſettle them 1 in the river, have hither- 
to been unſucceſsful. 


Antiquities, e Vc. On the top of the Law of Dun- 
dee, which is the moſt remark able hill in the pariſh, there 
are the remains of a fortification, the ditch of which is ſtill 
viſible. Though the whole incloſure, which is of a ſquare 


kave been ſuppoſed to be cemented by the force of fire, one 
_ ſmall part of it has been thus compacted. Probably on this 
the fires for alarming the town were lighted ; and, by the fre- 


Along a good part of the ſhore on the eſtate of Craigie, ſeve- 


ral urns of unburnt clay, containing aſhes, have been found, 
and 
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boſe are of the common form, ſome, without any difference 


r places of retreat, aſcribed to the ancient Picts; and, 


ommon extent.— The ſkeleton of the firſt elephant diſſected 
n Britain, was ſome years ago to be ſeen ; the diſſection was 


memoir which he drew up concerning it, is to be found 11 
he London Philoſophical Tranſactions.—From the council 
pinutes, which yet remain, it appears, that coal mines were 


ommonly believed; for they (hew, that in the 16th century, 


alue of money for, in 1589, the price of a boll of coals, 


in out of the Abbey of Lindores, at no more than 81. 68. 
d. yearly ; and in place of that quantity of victual, has that 
anual ſum ſettled on him by the council: and, in the fame 
er, Mr. James Gleg leaves the regency or profeſſorſhip of 


Dun- 
there 
till 


duare Bt. Salvator's college, St. Andrews, in order to be choſen rec- 
which er of the Dundee grammar ſchool, with no greater yearly ſa 
„one WF), than 16 J. 13 8. 4 d. and no higher quarterly payments 
1 this 


e fre- Nient times to have been very frequent; and, beſides the 


uon. WWre2dfy] ravages it made in Dundee about the year 1566, and 


ſeve- 
ound, 
une 


2 aer ſtone coffins with bones ; ; and, though the moſt of 


\ the ſize of the bones, are only three feet ſquare. On the 
nds of Balgay, there is one of thoſe ſubterraneous dwell! ings, 


though it has not been yet explored, it is certainly of un- 


bade by Dr. Blair, an eminent phyſician of Dundee, and a 2 


rought in Scotland, at a much more early period than is 


dals were the principal and common fuel. The ſame mi- 
utes furniſh many evidences of the uncertain and changeable 


hich probably confilted, as at preſent, of 800 lb. weight, 
nd which now ſells at 6s. coſt, in 1610, Is. 64 d. Mr, 
David Lindſay the parſon, (who afterwards was biſhop of 
rechin, and probably tranſlated thence to Edinburgh ,) values 
z bolls of meal, 13 bolls of oats, and 10 bolls of wheat, paid 


om his ſcholars, than 64d. The plague alſo appears in an- 


for 
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TECOT 


for the laſt time in 1607, the inhabitants ſeem to have ney 
been perfectly free from alarms concerning it hs 


Population,—As to the ſtate of the population of the toy 
and pariſh, in remote times, it is impoſſible to give any account 
nor can thoſe which we may attempt to give, even for the ll 
century, be deemed fully ſatisfactory. The greateſt part of thy 
ancient records and documents, is ſaid to have been carried off oc 
deſtroyed, at the various ſieges of the town, and eſpecially whe 
1t was ſtormed by Monk ; and though ſome council minute 
remain, as far back at 158), and a record of perſons inrolle 

as burghers, beginning in 1513, they afford very little aſi 
tance in this inveſtigation. The regiſter of baptiſms ant 
marriages, reaches no farther back than 1645, and contain 

no more than five complete years before the fatal aflauit it 
1651. As, however, we have of late years, three actual enu 
merations of the inhabitants, one in 1756, when their nun 
ber was found to be 12,426; one in 1781, when it turne 
out 15,700 ; and one in 1788, when it was 19,329, we a 
enabled, from a compariſon of the marriages near theſe pe 
riods, with the marriages about 1651, to form ſome probab 
conjectures about its former population. The annual av 
rage of the marriages for the 5 years, previous to 1651, is $; 


E 
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* Under the head of antiquities may alſo be ſtated the various attacks al 
ſieges of the town. It was twice taken by the Engliſh in the days of King Ee 
ward I. and as often retak en by the heroes Wallace and Bruce, and tlie cal 
was demoliſhed by the latter. It was again taken and reduced to aſhes | 
| Richard II. and a fourth time by the Engliſh, who, in the reign of Edward V Th 
held Broughty Caſtle. The Marquis of Montroſe took it by aſſault, and g the cz 
it up to pillage, which ſeems to have been prevented by the approach of an? count 
my of the Covenanters; and to cover his retreat from them, the north and et eſe th 
parts of it were ſet on Gre. The laſt and moſt deſtructive ſiege, when it " 
again taken by aſſault, and completely pillaged, was in Cromwell's time by ern 
neral Monk. | 2 15 Vo 
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But the annual average of the marriages, for the 5 years, imme 
diately preceding 1766, is 140; and as 140 to 12,426, the ac- 


leyer 


average number of marriages again for the 5 years preceding 
1781, is 149, and as 149 to 15, 00, ſo is 85 to 8957 ; and, in 


tOW 


Unts: 
e Elke manner, as 27 5, the average number of the marriages for 
of hte 5 years preceding 1788, is to 19,329, ſo is 85 to 7642. 


off ot 
whe n 165; the medium of the three brings it out 8,047 ; ; and, 


ute 


rolle te truth. It is true, that a ſimilar compariſon, inſtituted be- 
ah ween the averages of the baptiſms, at theſe different peri ods. 


; a rould bring out in 1651, a population not leſs than 12,597 ; 


ntain 
cult i rrgiſter of marriages, than to that of baptiſms. All marriages, 
| enu 
num 
turnel record their children's names, (and theſe omiſſions are much 
We ar 
eſe pe 
robabl 


to be obſerved, that previous to 1651, there were few or no 
lectaries; whereas, ſince the revolution in 1688, and eſpeci- 


al ave ally, ſince the riſe of the Independents and Seceders, about 
is 5087732, many have thought regiſtration in the records of the 
D tablimed Church, inconſiſtent with their religious prin- 


eiples: conſequently, the number of recorded baptiſms, muſt 


why: now bear a leſs proportion to the number of inhabitants than 
Wy t did formerly; and, the reſult, for the former population, 
aſhes | Which is drawn from them, muſt come out too great, 
ward VE Lhe loſs of people in the ſiege by Monk, and eſpecially in 
and gde carnage at the ſtorming of the town, appears, on many ac- 
oe; counts, to have been great, and cannot be eſtimated at much 
en it V els than a ſixth part of the whole inhabitants. Of x 59 children, 
1c by born within the eight months immediately following, ao leſs 


Vor, VIII. D d 3 than 


tal number of inhabitants, in 1566, ſo is 85 to 7544. The 


Theſe are the three reſults for the number of the inhabitants | 


it is probable, that this conjecture does not err widely from 


but more reſpect ſeems, on many accounts, to be due to the 


whether regular or not, have hitherto been carefully record- 
el; but, beſides that many negle&, or find it inconvenient, to 


more readily overlooked, in large places, than in ſmall), it is 


merous than before the ſiege. But among theſe, 66 are the 
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than 25 are poſthumous; and as 1 59, to 804 7, the whole num. 
ber of inhabitants, ſo is 25 to 126 5, the number that may be 
ſuppoſed to have been deſtroyed. It is true, that this diminu. 
tion of inhabitants does not produce any immediate effeg 
upon the marriages, or baptiſms, recorded in the regiſter nay, 
that 1 in the fix ſucceeding years, the marriages are more ny. 
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_ marriages of Engliſh ſoldiers ; and though the baptiſms, dus 
ing this period, are not upon the whole increaſed, but in 
ſmall degree diminiſhed, 255 of them are of ſoldiers? children, 
Beſides, the money ſpent by a numerous garriſon conld ng 
. fail to attract people by the hopes of profit; and, the exa& 
diſcipline of Cromwell's troops, and the regular diſtribution 
of juſtice, which took place during the whole time of his 
uſurpation, gave them full and unuſual ſecurity in their vi 
rious occupations. But on the withdrawing of the garriſon, 
the deficiency of inhabitants, becomes immediately evident, 
Notwithſtanding the acceſſions which the garriſon has bee 
5 ſuppoſed to attract, a calculation from the marriages brings 
out, after the reſtoration, a diminution of 875 in the popula 
tion; and, towards the end of the reign of Chales II. and 
during the whole reign of James VII. a diminution of 1420, 
This diminution of population cannot be aſcribed to the 
light or removal of the inhabitants, on the foreſight of the 
ſiege; for many perſons, and ſome even of the higheſt rank, 
had repaired to Dundee, as a place of ſecurity, and ſtrength, 
Among theſe, I find the Earls of Buchan, Tweddale, Buce 
cleugh and Roſeberry; the Viſcount of N ewburgh; the lords 
Balcarras, Elibank, Yeſter and Ramſay; and the maſter ol. 
Burley; 15 perſons alſo bearing titles of knighthood; 11K 
other gentlemen of landed property; ꝙ of the Faculty of Advo-W * 
cates ; 24 writers, merchants, and indwellers of Edinburgh 3M * 


and 6 citizens of the Canongate, Leith and Muſſelburgh. . * 
| Some 
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Num. 
ay be 
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; Nay, 


zome even of the clergy from the ſouth found it neceſſary to 


Mulſelburgh, Stevenſon at Dunbar, and Reid of the Weſt Kirk : 
Edinburgh. All tbeſe are mentioned in the regiſter, as pa- 


rents or witneſſes to the baptiſms recorded in it. One of the 
e mu- 


re tie noutb; and the houſe where ſhe was born is ſtill pointed out“. 
ö dur ln this deſtruction of fo many inhabitants, many ſtrangers 
mi vere involved, thoſe eſpecially who appeared as defenders of 
Idren, 


d no 
exat 
JUtion 
of his 
1r va 


gelly in Fife, is ſaid, on the irruption of the Engliſh, to have 


obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion, he and all with him were 
nallacred in the church yard. In the ſame place allo, the 
| | D d 2 e ee 
rriſon, 5 
: 1. may, "FN be: an object of & curioſity, at leaſt, to an inhabitant of Dun- 

dee, to know the names of the perſons whoſe poſthumous children are recorded, 
and, who probably fell in the ſiege, or after it. They are John Duncan, Donald 
Dunbar, Robert Ritchieſon, James Guthrie, Andrew Kinneries, merchants; 


„ident. 
; been 
brings 
opula Robert Bultic, unmarried, of a reſpeRable mercantile family now extinct; Ma- 


I. and ior Robert Lindſay, probably ſon of one deſigned late of Kinnettles; Thomas 


I 420, 
to the 


of the 
rank, 


Nicol and Alexander Hill, malt men; William Glenny, ſeaman; John Nicol 
batter; George Anderſon, hammerman; and of perſons whoſe deſignations are 
not given, James Angus, unmarried ; James Thain, John Diſton, John John- 
ton, Thomas Smith, John Kennedy, John Lyon, Thomas Watſon, William 
ength, Oughterlony, James Stibbles. As an object of fimilar curioſity, the following 
Buc- 


Lords 


ſter ol * Marnanimiter urbis oppugnatione dimicabat, lethaliter ab hoflibus wulneratus, pro, civi- 
d; gu er ſus vitam reddidit. Cal. Septembris, Anno Salutis humane ADC LI. 

Advo- * Monumentum GEORGI! Brown, pretoris meritifſimi, qui, Loc preture muncre 
zurgh; " per Aan feliciter defunctus, undisque pugnaudo lethaliter ab hojtivus valneratus ; 


bare been of conſiderable note, are inſerted. 


bur oh, " quibus vulneribus fer Martem languidus, mortem, natur æ debitum, pro civitale of ba- 
* brie redilidit. ada. Nonas Ofobris, Anno Dom, 165 T. Atati; fexageſine.” 


Some 


take ſhelter in Dundee particularly Meſſrs. Oliver Colt; at 


children recorded is Anne, afterwards Dutcheſs of Mon- 


the town. The governor Lumiſden, of the family, of Inver... 


taken poſſeſſion of the great ſteeple 5 and, being ſoon after 


Annand, taylor; George Barrie, mealmaker; David Elder, weaver; Thomas 


not inelegant epitaphs, on the tomb ſtones of two other perſons, who ſeem to 


„ Manumentum RokERK TI DAVIDSON, grætaris vigilanti//imi, qui, dum Frier * 
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two butalliona of 10 Duffus' 5 regiment are  faid to hive been 
ſlaughtered; and, another body ſuffered the like fate, in the 
ſquare called the fiſh-market. No unuſual provocation ap. 
| pears to have been given to this ſeverity. On the contrary, 
Mr, Gumble, general Monk's chaplain, and who writes his 
: life, ſpeaks i in high terms of the governor, for his gallant and 
brave defence, His head was, notwithſtanding, cut off and 
fixed upon a ſpike, in one of the abutments at the ſouth wel 
corner of the ſteeple ; and, till a few years ago, when the | 
ſone where the ſpike was inſerted, fell down, the remains of Arb 
it were obſervable. The ſame indignity appears alſo to have to fe 
been done to others. It is a tradition here, that the carnage port 
did not ceaſe till the third day, when a child was ſeen in: Gur 
lane, called the Thorter-Row, ſucking its murdered mother, tells 
4 Several perſons alſo, on this occaſion, were carried priſoners ſent 
| . to London, probably along with the 300 officers ſurpriſed by WW mo! 
| M.onk's Colonels, Alured and Morgan, at Alyth, when, col. mei 
lecting a body to raiſe the ſiege. Among the priſoners, were flee 
Mr. Andrew Affleck, the parſon, or firſt miniſter, and Mr. a 
John Robertſon the Vicar. They were detained at London cha 
till ſpring 1653 ; and, after their return Mr. Robertſon des 
was ſome time confined in the common priſon of Dundee. ma 
Mr. Afflect was anceſtor to the two brothers, Admiral and the 
Captain Affleck in the royal navy. The date of this metci- alt 
leſs aſſault, was the firſt of September 1651. 
Though no probable account can be given of the populi- 
tion in remote times, the town of Dundee appears to hate 
been long ago a place of conſiderable note. Edward |. 
thought it of ſufficient conſequence to be occupied by 2 
Engliſh garriſon ; and, the illuſtrious WALLAce, (with hi 
companions John Blair, probably of the Balthayock family, 
and Sir N. Campbell of Lochow,) is ſaid, by tradition, to have 
received his education at the Dundee ſchool, and! in this ſitus- 


1 tion, 
— 


ave 


0Nn, 


b, 978 


on, to have begun his exploits, with the death of the fon to 
the Engliſh governor. Of the 4 boroughs, Edinburgh, Perth, 


Dundee and Aberdeen, which were of ſuch conſequence, in 


all the reigns, after that of Robert Bruce, as to give ſecurity 
for the obſervation of national treaties, it was the third in 
rank: Its ſhare, 1 in the reign of James VI. of the whole pub- 


lic taxes, was a 25th part, and of thoſe laid upon the boroughs, 
ſometimes a tenth part, but more frequently a 5th; and of 
the 1200 merks impoſed upon the towns of Dundee, Forfar, 


Arbroath and Perth, for fitting out the yacht, Mary-gallant, 
to fetch home the king and queen from Denmark, the pro- 
portion paid by Dundee was 700. At the ſtorm by Monk, 
Gumble ſpeaks of it as a very' rich and thriving place ; he 


tells us, in particular, of 60 ſhips taken in the harbour, and 


ſent away loaded with booty, conſiſting chiefly of plate and 


money 3 and, diſapproving of the rapacity of the plunderers, ; 


mentions, with apparent fatisfaQtion, the loſs of the whole 
feet, in eroſſing the bar of the river. 

A calamity, probably no leſs fatal to the town of Dundee, 
than the ſiege and ſtorm by Monk, was the ſevere 7 years 


dearth in the end of the laſt century. The annual average of 
marriages for 5 years, was atthat time reduced to 54; and from 


the effects of this calamity, we never recovered till ſeveral years 
after the rebellion in 174 5. Though the union of the kingdoms 
put an end to the arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings of the 
government in Scotland, it produced a new cauſe of depreſſion 
to this particular diſtrict, Our ſtaple manufacture was the 


{pinning and weaving the coarſe woollens, called Plaiding, 
Theſe were ſent to the Dutch market, and there thickened 
and dyed, for clothing to the troops in various parts of Ger- 


many, This branch of trade, we have, by the loſs of our 


Dutch and French privileges, loſt ſo completely ſince the Uni- 


on, that now no remainder of it is to be found. The annual 


average 


as 
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to be moſt important, are extracted from it. From February 


| s 14 = = Statiſtical Account 


that it 
hurtal: 
where 
taken 
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average ot the marriages, for the 5 years preceding 1746, 
does not exceed 56; this gives a population no greater than 
$302; and from other reaſons, it is probable, that this e con. 
cluſion is not much below the truth. At the croſs, i in the prig. 
cipal ſtreet of the town, there were not in that year, above 4 
or 5 houſes completely built of ſtone, all the reſt were part. 
ly of wood. No ſhop rented at more than 2 J., or at the ut. 
moſt 31.; the retailers who rented them were generally Poor, 
and three ſhops at the croſs, which three years ago were ſold 
for 4501. each, were then entirely ſhut. At that time, alis, 
there were only two churches, for public worſhip ; and though * 


periot 
the 2 
paſt ( 


there were no Seceding meeting-houſes, and the Independent cemb 
25 congregation was very inconſiderable, if one church was s wel 73 1 
» filled on Sundays, the other was nearly empty... | regil 


We have no regiſter of burials, that can be depended upon, Ka 

except for the laſt 5 years; and this we owe entirely to the 
care and attention of Dr. Williſon, one of our principal phy. 
| ficians, As the inſertion of the whole would ſwell this ac. 
count to too great bulk, the facts which follow, as ſeeming 


iſt. 178) to ditto 1788, the number of burials was 55%; from 
1788 to 1789, in "which period a very malignant kind 
ſmall pox raged, the number was 867; from 1789 to 1790, 
it was 609; from 1790 to 1791, when the ſmall pox again 
raged, accompanied with the chincough, it was 840, and from 
1791 to 1792, 890. The annual average of burials, there- 
fore, for theſe 5 years, is 752; and the proportion of deaths, 
to the whole number of inhabitants, may, with probability, 
be reckoned nearly that of x to 31. The exceſs of the buri- 
als in 1791, above thoſe of auy year, wherein the ſmall pox 
did not prevail, 1s principally to be aſcribed to freſh acceſſions 
of inhabitants; for, though a putrid fore throat was at that 
time epidemical, Ido not find, after the moſt minute inqu=s 


tha 


of Dundee, 3 


that it was fatal to more than 50 people. The proportion of 


46 = : 
* burials, of males to thoſe of females, is nearly as 110 to 125 ; = 
8 whereas the proportion of births, of males to thoſe of females, * 
rin taken from the record of baptiſms, by a medium of averages G 


ee years, at different periods, is nearly as 145 to 128. 
The average number of children, dying under 2, is 236: 
from 2 to 5, 98; and of ſtill. born children 50. The moſt fatal 
period to people advanced in life, is from 60 to yo, where 
the annual average of deaths is 87; and to young people 
paſt childhood, from 15 to 25, when the ſame average is 
4. The moſt fatal months are January, March, and De- 
cember, the averages of burials in theſe being reſpectively 88, 
73, 74. But, perhaps the moſt important fact in the whole 
regiſter, and which ought to excite attention from the perſons 
moſt averſe · to the practice of inoculation, is, that, while in | 
178) and 1789, the average number of children dying under 
5, was only 171, a fimilar average for the years 1788 and 
1790, in which the ſmall pox raged, aroſe to the aſtoniſhing 
ſum of 420. The whole number of people reported as dying 
above 90, in all the 5 years of the regiſter, is 25; of whom one 
was in the 99th year; another above the Iooth, another in the 
102d, and another probably in the 109th year of their ſeve- 
ral lives, The name of the laſt was James Peter, who died 
In 1790. A correſponding date of his father and mother?s 
marriage, was certainly found in the pariſh regiſter of Dun- 
nichen. Their marriage was ſaid to have ſubſiſted only 1 year, 
and he affirmed, that he was their only child. | : 
Since the enumeration in 1788, the town continues to in- 
creaſe with greater rapidity than before ; and the whole in- 
dabitants of the town andpariſh can hardly be eſtimated at 
leſs than 24,000 ; they are certainly rated ſufficiently low at 
2. They refide chiefly in the town and ſuburbs ; and, 
* the inhabitants, of what may he properly called the coun- 
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try pariſh, do not exceed 1100, (and this is nearly double thei 


5 number in 1759), the town and ſuburbs of Dundee may The 
og be ſaid to contain from 22,000 to 22,500 ſouls. The re, and 
turn to Dr. Webſter in 1755, for the town and diftrig, pry 
was only 12,477 fouls; fo that calculating the populs IA 
tion now at the medium number of 23,500, the increx Wil P 
is 11,123 ſouls. On the borders of the pariſh, there ar the « 
two villages, the North Ferry near Broughty Caſtle, yar B 
of which runs into the pariſh of Monyfieth, and our pro. has 
portion of people in it is 166 : the other is Loch-eye, chicfy ery 


in the pariſh of Liff; and in this our proportion is hither 
but inconſiderable. © 1 5 


| Manufa@ures, The principal and ſtaple manufacture d 
PDundee is linen of various kinds; viz. 1. Oſnaburghs, and other 
ſimilar coarſe fabrics of different names, for exportation, and 
which alone, till lately, were ſubje&ed to the national ſtamps 
The quantity of theſe ſtamped, between November 1788 an 
| ditto 1789, amountedto 4,242,653 yards, valued at 108, 782! 
14 8. 2 d.; and ſubtracting from this a fourth part, ſup- 
poſed to be brought from fix neighbouring pariſhes, to the 


D undee ſtamp offices, there will remain for the quantity 221 
made in this pariſh, 3, 181, 990 yards, in value, 80, 587 J. os * 
8 d. 2. All the different ſorts of canvas for ſhipping. This g 1 
fabric is entirely confined to the town, and the quantity au. in I 
nually made may be rated at 504,000 yards, and valued i 258 

32,0001. The cloth of this kind, made by ſome of the prit- 880 
cipal manufacturers, 18 thought to be ſuperior in quality to abo 
any other in Britain; and, by a regulation now introduced 25 
and for which we are chiefly indebted to Mr. Graham of ng 
Fintry, of ſubjeding it to the inſpection of public ſtamp-mal- YC0i 
ters, will probably retain its character. A proceſs is all 1 
known, by which the buyer, at a ſmall additional expenct Wn 


| may 


of Dundee. 955 e 


thei The quantity annually made, may amount to 16,009 yards, 

3 may be valued at 8001. 4. Bagging for cotton wool, in 

1 quantity 165,000 yards, and in value 5,5001l. 5. Some 

J diaper by one company lately eſtabliſhed. 6. The greateſt 
be 


the quantity and value of this cannot be exactly aſcertained. 
Beſides all theſe kinds of linen, the manufacture of cotton 
has been lately introduced, and will probably ſoon become a 
rery important branch of buſineſs. Seven companies are al- 
ready engaged in it. They employ about 400 men, women and 
children, in ſpinning cotton into yarn for wool. They are ſup- 


and, with warp, which they buy from diſtant cotton mills, 
molt of theſe companies have begun to work up their yarn 


zeod l. An Engliſh company from Lambeth is alſo engag- 


3 and 
81 ed in eſtabliſhing an woollen manufacture, where every branch 
1 of the buſineſs, from the wool to the finithed cloth, is propoſed 


to be carried on. The looms employed in all the kinds of 


0 the 8 Mn | 
ati eving, and in all parts of the 9 from 1800 to 
. 0% © Ai 

This The manufacture of coloured thread has been eſtabliſhed 


* peculiar to it. This buſineſs is in the hands of 7 different 
ati companies or maſters, who uſe 66 twiſting mills, and employ 
ty to about 1340 ſpinners, and 370 ſervants, to make the yarn into 
al thread. The quantity annually made is computed at 269, 568 lb. 
m of and valued at 33,0961. The ſpinners live in diſtant parts of 
mal. Scotland, where labour is cheaper than in Dundee. 

A The value of leather, tanned annually 1n Dundee, is 


<mputed at 14,2c0 l. About 32 perſons are employed in 
tanning, who uſe 500e ], worth of oak bark; about 12 as 
Vor, VIII. E e curriers, 


ence, 
may 


part of all the linen neceſſary for houſehold purpoſes; but | 


poſedto ſpin annually x 3 5,0c0 Ibs. of yarn, valned at 20, 250 l.; 


into callicoes, handkerchiefs, and coarſe waiſtcoats, One 
company alſo ſpins yarn for muſlin, to the annual value of 
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in Dundee for 50 or 60 years, and was for a conſiderable time 
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curriers, in dreſling part of what is tanned for upper kak 


to ſhoes; 95 in making boots and ſhoes for exportation, and 


200 in ſupplying the conſumption of the town. The value 


of boots and ſhoes exported may be about 438; J. As the 
demand for tanned leather has, for ſome years, greatly inereal. 
| ſed, conſiderable difficulty is found in procuring raw hide, 


and the price of oak bark is doubled. This buſineſs is upa 


the increaſe. Two new enterpriſing and active companies 
have of late engaged in i, ſo. that probably it will be more 


than doubled. 
Two companies are engaged in manufaRturicg cordage of 


all kinds for ſhipping, and ropes for all the various uſes of 
the country. They employ about 30 perſons, and they alſo 
carry on the whole buſineſs of ſhip-chandlers. Soap was ſome 
Fears ago manufactured to a conſiderable amount; but this 
buſineſs now declines, and laſt year only yielded of duty to 


government the ſum of 18281. 198. o. It is thought 
that this buſineſs will not only be abandoned here, but that 


it will ſoon be totally loſt to Scotland. The ſuppoſed cauſes 
are either regulations of exciſe, partial to England, or (u- 


perior rigour in carrying the common regulations into execu- 
tion. It is poſſible, however, that the real cauſe may be 


fooliſh attempts to underſell their richer Engliſh neighbours 


It may here be mentioned, as an article of curioſity, that ſoap 
making was an art known in Dundee, as far back as the 


16th century. 


Within theſe 3 or 4 years, the manufacture of olaſs has been 
»=trodnced: and the company engaged in it have erected two 


| glaſs-houſes; one for bottles, and the other for the white kinds 


of window glaſs. They employ in the buſineſs 100 perſons, 


and laſt year it yielded to government a duty of 3046 l. Me 
ny perſons are alſo employed 1 in manufacturing tobacco and 
_ tnuft; and one company is engaged 1 in a ſugar houſe, but of 1ts 


importance 
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importance to the community, no particular a account has been 


obtained. 
Beſides theſe, and * other branches of e 


omitted as being yet in their infancy, (for example, caſt iron 
and ſalt,) or though long eſtabliſhed, ſufficiently accounted for 

by the taxes they pay to Government, 2 banking companies 
are eſtabliſhed in Dundee; and two diſtant companies, one in 


Edinburgh, and one in Pailley, have opened bank offices. The 
quantity of paper money, in conſtant circulation from all the 
four, is eſtimated at 160,0001. Inſurances againſt fire are al- 


ſo made by a company, conſiſting of 50 or 60 perſons, whoſe 
property is ſuppoſed to amount to half a million; and by 
whom, though formed into a company only a few years a- 


Revenne baid to 8 part of the revenue, 


arifing from Dundee to Government, may be accurately or 


nearly aſcertained, but a much more conſiderable part muſt 


be left to conjecture. 


Ok the firſt kind are the duties of exciſe for the year, 


wie with the 5th of July 1792, and communicated in 


the moſt obliging manner, by Mr. Mitchell, ſuperviſor; and 


they are accompanied with a comparative {tate of the exciſe 
duties i in 22 


In 1957, | In 1791. 

8 | Lc -4% d. | „ 
„„ in n unn d In) 
Ale and beer, - 1214 15 314 1690 2 r 
Candles, 14160 4 2 5 622 2 10 
Hides, 5 283 11 84 „ I009 64 
Soap, - none — . 8 1828 19 o 
Glaſs, 3 none 5 — — 3406 © 52 
| Bricks, | = none - - „ $a 39: 6 
Total, * 2470 4 3 Carried Over, — L. 10,015 11 O 1 
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| e Brought over, — 2 16,15 1 11 ©. 
Cuſtomhouſe duties for the year ending January 1. | 


| 179 2, and communicated with like readineſs, by 


Mr. Hunter clerk of the cuſtoms, = - 6341 17 11 
Land-tax, and other taxes in the country part of the 5 
pariſh, levied by the country colleQor, LES OS 341 5 8 x | 
Town-ceſs, and other taxes within the royalty, , levied | LEG 1 
by the town 's collectors - . 5 949 19 8 
| Exciſe licences of all the various kinds, about, jo — 612 2 0 | 
Ale licences, Wor '> - 8 80 t 6 
Duties on 58,447 lb. of ſnuff and dure to- . 
bacco, paid at the places of original impprtation, _ 5 4902 18 9 
Produce of the po't office in 1791, about, RE. 1600 ©. o 
of the ſecond kind, are the duties on ſalt, allowing * 1 
buſhels yearly to 5 perſons, - „ 690 0 


Duties on 5835 tons of ſugar, of which ) 20ths are 
ſuppoſed to be unmanufactured, 8 20ths refined, and 
5 2cths ground or powdered, and reckoned equiva- 


lent in taxation to 621 tons = in e 
| Duties on 47743 lb. of tea, eſtimated at, - 3 895 2 6 
Duties on ſtamped paper not leſs than, 5 I000 0 0 
Exciſe duties on wincs and ſpirits imported immedi- | 5 
ately from ſoreign parts, - - - 2030 16 64 


Ditto on ditto, ſrom other parts in the kingdom, ac- 
cording to a mean of three eſtimations, . 5970 0 0. 
Duties on innumerable other articles, manufactured | 
ſoap, groceries, drugs, ſtarch, indigo, cambric, muſ- 
lin, ſilk, paper, newſpapers, perfumery, ener, 9 
hops, & c. &c- &c., imported - - 130 0 0 
So that the revenue ariſing to government, 5 


from the trade and conſumption of Dundee, can- "Geo 
not be eſtimated at leſs than [. 56,845 14 35 


In the Iaſi article the valuation is by no means too high, for 
the duty on ſoap alone will make up the greateſt part of it; and 
the quantity made in Dundee does not ſupply one fourth of the 
demands of this ſingle pariſh; fo that it is not improbable, that 
a more juſt eſtimation would bring out a revenue greater than 


60, ooo l. Several of theſe ſums are not, indeed, directly paid in 


Dundee, but they are equally real taxes upon its traders and in- 
| habitan! 3 
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lubitants. With refpea to thoſe on ale and malt, Ir ought 8 
not to paſs unobſerved, that they have for a long time gradu- 
ally decreaſed, and do not now yield a ſum equal to its produce | 
in 1745, when the pariſh did not contain above 6000 people. 
Inthat year the town's grant, of two pennies on the pint of ale, 
is ſaid to have yielded 500 J. In 1757 it gave 423 l. 95. and 
its produce in 1791 was no more than 3261. 68.; this dif- 
ference is ſuppoſed to ariſe, i in a great meaſure, from the va- 
nous taxes; by which the malt liquor here has been ſo much 5 
debaſed, that it ceaſes to be the drink uſed in ſocial meetings, 
or for refreſhment from the fatigues of labour; and the people, 
deprived of their ancient, exhilerating, and wholeſome beve- 
rage, have recourſe to intoxicating and enervating ſpirituous 
liquors. The increaſed uſe of theſe is certainly a molt alarm- | 
ing circumſtance, They are ſold in no leſs than 179 licenſed 
houſes; and the number of non-licenſed ones, where they may 
be procured, is believed to be very great; whereas formerly 


the town was ſufficiently, and perhaps, too well ſapplied by 


five or fix, 


Shipping, Exports, Imports, Ge. On the 5th of January 
1792, there were 116 veſſels, belonging to the port, navigated 
by 698 men, and meaſuring 8550+ tons. Of theſe, 34 were 
employed in the foreign, and 78 in the coaſting: trade, and 4 
in the whale fiſhery. By Mr. Hunter, clerk of the cuſtoms, the 
author of this account has been favoured with the following 
comparative ſtate of ſome of the principal articles of trade, 
in the years 2745 and 17917. 


Towl tonnage pad outwards to foreign parts | 


In 1745. 1 1791. N 
Foo tons. - 1,279 tons. 
Ditto cleared inwards from ditto, 1280 do. wy 10,520 do. 
Inwards coaſt-wiſe, - no account, - 40, 923 do- 
Outwards, ditto, « = 30 do. 20,055 do. 


Goods 


' 
| 
| 
. 
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In 1745 © In 1791. 
| Goods tpn Flax from Ruſſia, e aa 
- "Ditto from Holland, uh 74 tons - 2% 
. Hemp, - =» - none e = 299d, 
To or -r e ee ih - 224 do. 
Clover ſeed, «- = toll». 515 co. 
Lintſeed, - „„ 188 hhds. 1036 nhd. 
O_o w-. 98 loads 1506 lob 
» Oe Rn” 
„CCW 10, %o 13,100 
1 Swediſh 1 iron, * : 30 tons - 45 tons 
Goods brought coaſt-wiſe, Cotton wool, none - s: 
_ Tea from Fan, „ ene b 47,743 lbs, 
Porter, — „ eee Iod hhaz, 
Coals from the Forth, no account 3 28,021 tom 
Sugar, in 1745, no account 8 5 | | 
but in 1756, „ OS tes. 6 3831 &, 
| Goods ſent coaſt-wiſe. Linen, brown 12 ts — „ 
and white, - 1,000,000 yards, 4,842,000 yards 
Thread, white and coloured, 22,544 Ib. 130,752 lbs, 
Sail-cloth, TT ane 2280, ooo yard 
Cotton bagging, — nene — 655, ooo yards 
Barley or big, - 3393 qurs. 23,91) yards 
Wheat, N - 350 dl. 3097 do, 


To theſe 1 of the chriving ſtate of Dundes 401 in- 
deed of the whole neighbouring country, a variety of others 
might be added. In 1772, no more than 5 or 6 houſes were 


to be ſeen between the weſt end of the royalty and Blackneſs; 

now upwards of 100 acres have been feued out, in the ſame 
diſtrict for building on, and upwards of 4000 people ſettled 
in it. About 1770, the feu duty, even for the lands nearelt 
the town, did not exceed 3 1. or 3 1. 10 8. the acre, and this 


was ſuppoſed to be an advantageous price; now lots of 10 0! 


22 acres, of a much greater diſtance, are feued by Mr Hun. 


ter of Blackneſs, at 10l. and ſubfeued at 141. the acte- 
Among the lateſt feus near the town, may be mentioned about 
4 acres. of land, only under the n of the Kitk- 

ſell:01, 
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ſeſſion. Theſe, altogether, for many years paſt, were rented 


at 31. Laſt year they were fened at 340 l. the acre. In like 
manner in 1754, when there were only two churches on the 
efabliſhment for public worſhip, the ſeat rents of that por- 


tion of them, which was the Town's, properly amounted to no 


more than 211. 48. 7d. Now, when there are 5 eſtabliſhed 


churches and hoy Or the ſeat 1 rents of the ſame portion : 


amount to 175 J. 


Beſides the general advantages derived 1 the conſtitu- 
tion of the Britiſh government, and the liberty and ſecurity ” 
its ſubjects enjoy, in all their lawful occupations, the particu- 
lar cauſe of the increaſe and proſperity of Dundee is, un- 


doubtedly, the bounty allowed by Parliament on all manufac- 


tured linens. By this the induſtry of the inhabitants was firſt 5 
ſet in motion, and encouraged; and their conſequent proſpe- 
rity, if it be not an evidence in favour of bounties in gene- 


ral, is, at leaſt, a deciſive one, that, in ſome caſes, they are 
wiſe and judicious, and may be productive of the greateſt be- 


refit, Whether the linen manufacture could now be ſup- 


ported without the bounty, or whether the ſpirit of induſtry, 


which 1s now awakened, could be eaſily and profitably di- 
verted into other channels, is a queſtion on which it would 


be preſumptuous in any private perſon to pronounce, and, 
perhaps, any experiment on the ſubje& might be dangerous. 


Prices of Proviſions, Labour, Cc. —The average prices of 
beef through the year, and without diſtinction of particular 
Prices, is 4s. 6d. the ſtone, and this is alſo the general price 
of pork. Mutton, through the year, ſells at from 4d. to 5d. 


the pound, and veal from 3d. to 6d, the weight is Dutch, 
conſiſting of 17 oz. 4 dr. per pound. Hens have riſen to 15d. 


each; chickens to 4d. and 6d. each; ducks to 1s.; geeſe 


{ell from 2 8. 6d. to 3s. each; turkies from 58. to 85. 


Pigeons a 4 d. the pair, The wages of a maid- ſervant are 


from 
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from 31. to 41. . and of a bete man- ſervant from 
71. to 10 I. Maſon's daily wages are from 18. 8 d. to 28. 
thoſe of houſe carpenters from 1 s. 3 d. to 15. 6 d. and of wy 
labourers I's. at an 8 through che year. 


| Colbitintion, Provilkgazy Ee. —The ine of the town of 

Dundee, as a free and royal borough, are very ancient, A 
- charter by King Robert Bruce, dated March 14th, in the 220 
year of his reign, and proceeding upon a recognition of it; 
privileges by a jury, mentions its being poſſeſſed of them in 
the time of his predeceſſor, William, who began to reign in 
1165; and that they were as ample as thoſe enjoyed by the 
_ town of Berwick, or by any borough in Scotland. This char. 
ter, the recognition on which it proceeds, with the deſigns- 


tions of the jury, and the commiſſion to Bernard, Abbot of 
___ Arbroath, and Mr. Ales. Fraſer, Chancellor of Scotland, to 


preſide as King's Lieutenants at the trial, whether now in ex- 
iſtence or not, were in the poſſeſſion of the Council not above 
50 years ago; and the writer of this article has had an oppor: 
tunity to ſee copies of them, with tranſlations from the Latin 
made by Mr. George Bruce, then rector of the grammar 
ſchool. Theſe rights appear alſo to have been confirmed and 
_ enlarged by many ſucceeding princes ; particularly, by David 
Bruce, James II. James IV. Queen Mary, James VI. and 
Charles J. So uncommon are ſome of theſe, that by an edit 
of David Bruce, the villages of Coupar in Angus, Rettins, 
| Kirriemuir, and Alyth, are prohibited from holding markets; 
and all perſons diſcharged, under the higheſt penalties, from 
attending them, as being within the liberties of Dundee. Be. 
tides a confirmation of rights, Queen Mary's charter convey5 
to the town all the poſſeſſions of the Dominican friars, Mi 
norites, Franciſcans, and Gray Siſters, St. Clement's church, 
aud its chaplainries z with all their revenues and lands, among 
which were a third part of the lands of Craigie; and, in pa- 
; 3 ticular 
£2 


ticula! 
ir lars, 
„in S 
and 
(6 be 1 
are al 
the C 
16. 1 
called 
tied 
Ar 
have 
hope 
Wal 
aud e 
betw 
the 
and 
ov 
pow 
lies, 
ollie 
der) 
tual 
non 
his 
the 
zen 


mil 


ticular, the als and ord beodging to the Grey Contelice. 
friars, for this ſpecial reaſon, ** that the ſormer burying ground 


in St. Clements church-yard was in the iddyies of the town, 


and by bury ing in it, pest and other contagious ſickneſs might 


be in generit, and made to perſeverr.” All theſe former grants 


are alſo mentioned at length, and confirmed with additi ons, by 
the charter of James VI. dated at Holyroodhouſe, January 
16. 1701, and finally confirmed by Charles I. His charter is 
called the great charter, and bears, that all i its articles were ra- 
tiled in Parliament, Sept. 14. 1641. . 
Ample, however, as thele privileges were, they appear to 


have been continually diſputed by the Scrymſeours of Dud- 
hope, who, for ſignal ſervices done under the illuſtri ious ; 
WALLACE, had been by him created Conſtables of the caſtle, 
ad continued to enjoy that hereditary dignity. The bounds 
between the powers of the Conſtable, and the privileges of 


the citizens, ſeem never to have been accurately determined, 
and conſequently have become the ſubjects of frequent con- 
troverſy, and occaſions of dangerous riot. The Conttable's 
powers eſpecially appear, to have excited the greatelt jealou- 
es, when, as often happened, they were united to any of the 


olfces of the magiſtracy. About the year 1604, Sir James | 
Scrymſeour having made an attempt to render himſelf perpe- 
tual Provoſt, to change the election of the council into a mere 


nomination, and to ſubject all cauſes, civil and criminal, to 
his own authority, the greateſt commotions were excited, and 
te peace of the town was for many years diſturbed. The eiti- 


zens, however, under the direction chicfly of the Fletcher fa- 


muy, at laſt prevailed ; and the Scrymteours loſt all their in- 
fluence in the council, and appear to have been expelled. Re- 


ſentment for this affront ſeems to have increaſed the uſual a. 


nimoſity, and it aroſe, at one time, to ſuch extravagance, that 
the un e obtained a writ of Law-burroes againſt the coun» 
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226 | Stats ere Account | 
ſellors, and hey the whole community; ; nor were e thep 
_ diſcharged from its operation, till John Fothringham o Pay: 
rie became ſecurity for them to the value of 20,990 mk; 

It was not till October 12. 1643, that theſe difference, were 
ſettled, by an agreement. under the direction of $i: Georg 
 Halyburton of Fotherance, and Sir John Leſlie of Newton, 
Lords of Seſſion. Even after this agreement, many of the 

acknow ledged powers of the Conſtable were grievous and hy: 
miliating to the inhabitants; and theſe powers were never f. 
nally aboliſhed, till che general abolition of all e ju 
riſdictions. 
Ihe conftitution of government eftabliſhed in Danke, « or 
what is called the Set of the Borough, though apparently te- 
publican, is a ſpecies of oligarchy, not m: terially differing 
from thoſe eſtabliſhed, in general, over all the towns in Scots 
land. The Town Council is compoſed of 20 perſons, includ- 
ing the magiſtrates, conſiſting of a provoſt, and four bailie, 
The annual election of theſe magiſtrates. and alſo of the dean 
of guild, and treaſurer, is on the Thurſday immediately pre- 
vious to Michaelmas. But the council for the enſuing year 
is chiefly choſen on the preceding Tueſday, and all the mes- 
ſures fixed, which are generally deciſive in the election of the 
officers juſt now mentioned. The whole 20 counſellors al 
ſemble on that day, and chuſe 8 new counſellors, of whom 
muſt be taken from the Guildry, or body of free merchants, 
and 3 from any ſeparate three of the incorporated trades. No 
more new counſellors than 8 are neceſſary, becauſe the 4 
bail es muſt be members of the new council ex officio. With 
the addition of theſe 8 new members, they proceed to mak 
up leets, or liſts, for the offices of provoſt, bailies, dean of 
The leet for the provoſt is limited to 
people, who, at any time formerly have been bailies ; ths 
leet for bailies to former counſellors; that for the Dean 


ef Guild to prelent bailies; ; and the Jeet for the tres 
ſutet 


guild, and treaſurer. 
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rarer is alone unlimited. When two perſons have thus 


been lected, for every one of theſe ſeven offices, the pow- 
ers of two particular old counſellors, as to any farther 


ſhare in tlie election expire, and the number of old and new 
counſellors is reduced to 26. The /eets are then tranſmitted 
to the convener of the 9 incorporated trades, to be by him 
hid before his deacons and their conſtituents. On the Thurſ- 
day theſe 9 deacons aſſemble in the towu-hall, along with the 
26 old and new counſellors, and proceed to elect from the 


lets, by a majority of votes, the 5 magiſtrates, the dean of 


guild, and the treaſurer. Thus, including the three remain- 
ing bailies, who continue in the council without election, a 
body of 18 new counſellors is formed for the enſuing year, and 
all the former offices expire. On the 9 — 5 


theſe 18 chuſe the remaining two. 


From this account it muſt be evident, that the 8 
of the new council is almoſt entirely in the power of their 
predeceſſors, and that a ſociety, thus con ſtituted. is but in 2 . 
very ſmall degree dependent upon the community, whoſe in- 
tereſts are entruſted to their management No appeal what- 


ever is made to the Guildry, or great body of merchants, wno 


may be conſidered as the ariſſocracy of the place; and the on- 
ly controul the council can receive, in the election of their 55 
ſuceeſſors, is from the deacons of the incorporated trades, who 
may be confidered as the repreſentatives of the people. Un- 
leſs, however, a conſiderable diviſion, which ſeldom happens, 


ſhould take place among the counſellors, and at the ſame time 


the deacons remain united, this controul muſt be of very lit- 


tle conſequence. Without, therefore, a greater degree both 


of intelligence and public ſpirit, than falls to the common lot . 


of humanity, ſuch a ſociety muſt be under ſtrong induce- 


ments to conſider itſelf as a fraternity diftin& from the com- 


munity ; and having different intereſts, it will certainly be 
luſpected of entertaining ſuch perluations, and its conduQ, e- 
Ff2 ſpeclally 
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| ſpecially when uncontroulable, as at preſent, by any ſuperiy 


reſt of money mortified for burfaries and fimilar purpoſes, 3. 
mounting to 691. ; and if we alſo include 400 1. levied from 
| Poor's rates; the members of council will be found to hare 
under their neemt an annual ſum not much ſhont 0 


ber to the Britiſh Parliament; the other four are Perth, Fot. 


tribunal, will always be viewed with jealouſy, and is in dan. gate 
ger of becoming, in ſome degree, arbitrary and intereſted. . 
It would, however, be unjuſt not to acknowledge to the bo. 1 
nour of the magiſtrates and council of Dundee, that, in many acc 
_ Inſtances, they have exerted themſelves with laudable zeal ref 
and ſucceſs, in promoting the public good. The building gre 
and endowing new churches, the paving and lighting free, fia 
the opening new ones, eſpecially a new paſſage to the ſhore, lof 
the building new piers, and the general improvement of the va 

| harbour, are works which they have executed within theſe be 
10 or 12 years, and which are both of great importance, and Cl 
entitle them to no ſmall ſhare of praiſe. Many equally in. re 
portant, no doubt, yet remain to be done, and ſome may hare h: 
been neglected ; but to theſe, it is to be hoped, according as it 
their revenues mæy enable an they will not fail to turn fe 
their attention. | fi 
The revenues of the town, not appropriated to particular | 
purpoſes, may amount annually to 22001. If to theſe we T 
add the revenues of the Guildry, amounting to 801. ; of the ] 
Hoſpital for decayed burghers, amounting to 300 l.; the fund 8 
ariſing from ſome lands, but chiefly from ſeat rents, for build. f 
ing and repairing the churches, computed at 5881.; the inte. 


400 l. 

While there was a Parliament! in Scotland, Bones was rex 
preſented in it by one member or commiſſioner. It is nos 
only one of 5 boroughs, who, all together, ſend but one men- 


far, St. Andrews, and Coupar in Fife. Every one of the 
council 
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ls in their baroughs chers a delegate, and the 5 dele- 
9 elect their repreſentative. Ce 


| Fedefiaflical State, 102161! is impoſſible to alberta, with 


accuracy, the eccleſiaſtical ſtate of the pariſh, previous to the 


reformation. The number of religious houſes was certainly 
greater, than has appeared in any publiſhed accounts of eccle- 
faſtical antiquities ; but the ancient writings being in general 
Joſt, and the buildings converted into private property, and 


variouſly demoliſhed and rebuilt, they are now incapable of 


being traced. It is probable, that the church dedicated to St. 
Clement, converted into a To/booth, or town-houſe at the 
reformation, and ſituated where the preſent town-houſe ſtands, 


had been the pariſh church; and certainly, the area behind 
it, now uſed for a meal-market, and the lanes, by which it is 


ſurrounded, compoſed the common burying ground. But, 
fince the reformation, the great one built by David Earl of 


Huntingdon, (which, when entire, was one of the largeſt and 
moſt magnificient in the Kingdom, ) has been the pariſh church. 


Its form was that of a crucifix, with a very noble ſquare tower, 
or ſteeple, at the weſt end, through which was the great en- = 
try. The height of the tower, which is ſtill entire, is 156 
feet; its area, within the walls, 27 feet, and without 40. 


The length of the nave was 120 feet, its height 63, its 
breadth 40, and the breadth of each of its ailes 30. The 


length of the choir is 95 feet, its height 54, its breadth _ 


29, and the breadth of each of its ailes 14+. The length of the 


eroſs part of the building, which had no ailes, is 174 feet, 


and its breadth 44. According to tradition, this church was 


deſtroyed by Edward I.; and probably the nave was never 
afterwards repaired. What had been repaired was alſo again 
deſtroyed in Edward V1's time, by che Engliſh, then in poſ- 


ſelllon of Broughty Caſtle; and the deſtruction, either at the 
fiſt or ſecond time, appears | to have been accompliſhed by 


fire. 
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fire. The croſs park of the buildiog, lay uncovered till 3 588, 
when it was again fitted up for uſe, by means of general tay. 
_ ations laid on the inhabitants, by the authority of the town 


council, and by voluntary contributions. One of the princi. 
pal contributors was captain Henry Lyell of Black neſs, who, 
in an micription, (on Which are his arms, the lame with thoſe 
of Lovell,) aflumes the merit of the whole. 

At che reformation, only two miniſters ſeem to have ben 
eſtabl ined in the pariſh, one called he Parſon, and the other 
the Vicar. The Scrymſeours of Dudhope, conſtables of the 
caſtle, were patrons of the firſt charge, and the patronage of 
the laſt belonged to the community. As the care of the pa- 
. Tiſh was too laborious for two miniſters, Mr. James Robert. 
fon the vicar, on obtaining in 1608, a fixed ſtipend of $99 
merks, religned to the patrons his vicarage; and, about 1609, 
they appointed in his room an additional miniſter, Mr. Wil. 
ham Wedderburn, who, in 1613, received alſo a fixed ſtipend, 
| equal to that of Mr, Robertſon, and pave up to the council 
the more caſual and inſufficient produce of the vicarage, 
Though theſe tranſactions do not appear to have been autho- 

riſed, by any decree of the Lords of Erections, and no conſent 
appears to have been either aſked or obtained from the pa- 

tron of the firſt charge, the patronage of both the others was 
conſidered as the undoubted property of the community. The 
Pariſh was thus ſuppiied with three miniſters, one drawing 
his living from the parſonzge teinds, and the other two from 

the various funds within the borough ; and they have always 
_ officiated as colleagues in the two places of worſhip, the choir 
and the ſouth part of the croſs building in the ancient cl: urch, 
As the inhabitants were found tco numerous for being ac- 
comodated in two churches, the magiſtrates, in the year 1759, 
fiited up the north part of the crofs building as a chape! of 
eaſe; and the town continuing to increale, they auilt, in 
178g, a large and handiome new church, on the ſituation $ 
the 
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the! an -olent nave ; ad. by a decree of the Lards of Seffion, 


both were erefted into churches on the eſtabliſhment, for 
| (wo additional ſtipendiary miniſters, who officiate as col- 


leagues in both by turns. As the rown-council had, after the 
revolution, acquired the patronage of the firſt charge by pur- 


chaſe, they e are now conlidered | as undoubted patrons of all 


the five. 


The FR of the two Arete Hoihers on the old 


etabliſhment, are each 1401. The firſt miniſter's ſtipend, 


including his glebe, and an old allowance for houſe rent, 


exceeds thoſe of his colleagues a few pounds. No part of 


it alfects the teinds of the periſh, except one chalder of meal, 
and another of barley, and 651. r3s. 4d. in money. With 


relpect to all the three, it is to be obſerved, that 291. of each 


fipend is an addition made by the council, only three years 
ago, upon account of the tacreaſed expence of living, and con- 
tinues no longer than the lives of each incumbent. The ſa- 
aries of the two Rtipendiary miaitters, on the new eftabliſh- 


1 2 are no greater than 1201. each. 


Beſides theſe 5 eſtabliſhed minifters, two others, ordained 
and in the comm union of the church of Scotland, officiate in 


two Chapels of Eaſe. One of theſe chapels was built in 19492, 
by the joint exertions of the Kirk-Seſſion, and the g incorporat- 
ed and united trades, chiefly bymeans of donations and chari- 
table coutributions, and continues under the management of 


theſe ſocieties. It is as large almoſt as any of the other 


churches, and its miniſter receives a ſalary of xool. The 
other was built in 1789, by a feparate congregation of the 
Relief perſuaſion, now, on their own application, received, 
zlong with their miniſter, into the church. He receives a 
| ſtipend ot go I. and the chapel may contain 80g or god peo- 
ple. A third chapel alſo, under the direction of the church 
of Scotland, belongs to a congregation of Highlanders, who 
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have lately emigrated from their native country. Their cles 
gyman officiates in the Gaelic language, is yet unordained, 
and they have not been able to afford him any higher ſalary 
than 3ol. All theſe churches and chapels are conſidered a; 
in one and the ſame pariſh, and all their miniſters and elders 
compoſe only one Kirk-Sefſion, _ 

„ diſſenting congregations, with the numbers of perſong, 
N belonging only to this pariſh, of which they are in part com. 


1 5 poſed, including their children and all ocaſional attendantz 


from the pariſh, according to the accounts by their own mi. 
niſters or principal managers, are as follows. x, One mect- 
ing, of the Scottiſh Epiſcopal form, conſiſts of a clergyman, and 
370 perſons, The clergyman is titular Bz/hop of one of the 
diſtricts into which the people of his perſuaſion are diſtribut- 
ed, 2. One Independent meeting, of the ſect denominated 
Glaſſites, from the late Mr. Glaſs, has ſeveral paſtors or 
| preachers, and 1160 perſons. The preachers are diſtinguiſh. 
ed in the congregation by the names of Bi/hop and Eller. 
| 3. One meeting of the Engliſb Epiſcopal form, conſiſts of one 
clergyman and 420 perſons, 4. One meeting of Seceders, of 
the Burgher form, has one clergyman, and 784 perſons. 5. 
One of the Antiburgher ſect has one clergymap, and 650 per- 
ſons. Beſides theſe, there are alſo other ſeparate ſocieties, of 
Roman Catholics, Anabaptifts, Bereans, now ſaid to be ſplit in- 
to three ſects, Met bodiſis, Unitarians, and Independents of ano- 
ther form. The attendants of all theſe together, cannot exceed 
400, ſo that the whole number of diſſenters, including chi- 
dren, in this pariſh, amounts to 3784, The principal Inde- 
pendent congregation affords a deciſive proof of the impor- 
tance of early marriages to population. It was formed by 
Mr. Glaſs, about the year 1732, and at that time conſiſtel 
of no more than 71 members, men and women. It has now 


collected 1160, and the 3 is much more the effect of an 
| indiſpenſible 
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:ndifpenſible law of the ſociety, enjoining early marriages, than 
of any new acceſſions of proſelytes. Beſides the i impoctunce 
of the law to population, it appears, from this experiment, 
that it is alſo of the utmoſt conſequence to prevent licentiouſ- f 
neſs, and to promote early induſtry. The uſual objections of 
its tendency to produce a debilitated race, and to increaſe the 
number of the poor, appear to be in a great meaſure frivo- 
Jous ; for, in conſequence of the regulations of the ſociety, 
ts very few of their poor have hitherto been burdenſome to 

ts others, and their young people do not ſeem to be inferior in 
l health or vigour, | to the 9 natives of the t town. 85 | 


Charitable Funds and Diftributions—The funds, and annual 5 
diſtributions of charity in Dundee, are very conſiderable, and 
merit a more complete detail, than the writer of this article 
i enabled to give. Thoſe committed to the management of 
the Kirk-Seſſion are the principal funds ; and, for the your 
1791, were as follows: 


Intereſt of makep 2 and rents of land e * 


ann,, OED Wigs 4 
Dues allowed by law, or 3 for marriages, « - IT 23:0 
Fines alſo allowed by law from delinquents, - - 1 1 6 
ele of the effects of penſioners after their deaths 35-8: 3 
kollections at the doors of the 4 churches, and the Chapel ORE 

of Eaſe i in the * - - 4 5 — 5 L. 640 13 84 

bal, + Tr om - * L. 828 14 64 
krom this ſum, the diſtributions and other expenditure \ were | 

as follows: a 

0243 ſtated penſioners, of 15 196 were enrolled for | 

—_— Fa 8 « - - Lin o 0 
ln occaſional charities through the year, and to the fame 8 | 

Honers on three extraordinary occaſions, to wit, after the 

communions in the ſpring and autumn, and at the begin- 

dug of the year, — IM 7 175 13 7 

Carried over, L. 706 1 7 


2 mee. antowan —— 3 


234 Slaliſtical Account 


| 2 | Brought over, I. 706 13 

For b orphans, and children deſerted by worthleſs ra. „ 
rents, chiefly natural children, = 5 25 3 
For books and education to poor children, falaries to teacher! | | 
of ſchools in the ſuburbs, and ſtipends due by law to the 5 


miniſters, from the kirk-ſeſſions —! A; 4$ 
To ras apts or beadles, EO? = 3 En 8 

J/%%%%%%%%%% dd 
bo that in the year 1791, the furplus was, nt NT 12 8 91 


In the year 1799, inſtead of a balance ſaved, a debt of 811. 
5s. 72 d., had been contracted, though the diſtributions were 
85 1. 128. 6 d. leſs, But on the intimation of this to the con- 
gregations, their collections were immediately and cheerfully in. 
creaſed, ſo as to produce an annual riſe of 160 l. 178. ond. 


The conſtant weekly allowance to penſioners, as may appear 


from the above ſtatement, is no greater than 10 d. and a ſmall 
fraction, and may perhaps be thought too ſcanty. But it 
-ought to be conſidered, that it is an average allowance; that 
the greateſt part of the penſioners are capable of earning ſome- 
thing by their work; that the principal uſe of ſtated charities 
is merely to ſupply the deficiencies of ſuch earning ; and that, 


- when they become ſo liberal as to render work unneceſſary, 


or when living by charity ceaſes to be diſhonourable, they 
are utterly deſtructive of prudence, wegn. 1 and 
economy. 


Other funds, principally or wholely under the management 
of the Kirk. ſeſſion are, 


Rents of lands, and ſums martifiel by Mr. Gilbert Gnarls, 

for educating poor boys 1. 140 983 
Each boy receives yearly 3 l. 68. T for 3 years, Wy as 

much when they end. 


Similar rents by —for the ſame purpoſ e, a 

Other rents for poor widows, and diſtributed among 21 of | 
them, Woot * EIS 53 14 © 
＋. 254 14 of 


80 


ö 


min, 


go that laſt year the whole funds of charity, under the ma- 
nagement of the Kirk-Seſſion, amounted to 10831. 8s. 64 d. . 
Theſe funds, particularly Guthrie's mortification, will, in a 
few years, be conſiderably increaſed, * To this, the principal 
part of the 4 acres of land, mentioned as feued at 40 l. the 
acre, belongs. It is to be obſerved, that the management and 
diſpoſal of all the . funds coſts not a ſingle MY 


of expence. 


The annual diſt dbarions; Ga funds ander the management 


of the Town-Council, or levied by their eee are as fol- 
lows : : 


From the hoſpital for decayed burghers, VF. 0 : 
From the Guildry, = nh 7 Wn = 06-0 o 
Poors rates levied wann the e royalty, EDEN EIS of 4⁰⁰ 0 0 | 


"This laſt FRY after paying the expence of levying and 


diſtribution, was laſt year divided among 120 penſioners. 


It began to be levied only a few years ago, for the avowed 


purpoſe of ſuppreſſing beggars. It has not produced this ef- 
fect, and, notwithſtanding, has riſen from 100 l. to 400 l. 
Though this tax compels the covetous, and thoſe who rarely 


attend public worſhip, to take ſome part in the maintenance 


of the poor, and on this account, has the appearance of juſ- 
tice, it is liable to many objections. It tends to impair vo- 


luntary charity; it falls as heavily on the moſt charitable and 


liberal, as on the covetous and licen.ious; by being confin- 
ed within the royalty, it takes no hold on the opulent perſons 
in the country part of the pariſh, the proprietors of the land eſ- 


pecially, who profit more by the induſtry of Dundee, than 


any other ſet of men; at the pleaſure of any magiſtracy, it 
may be extended beyond all juſt and moderate limits; and, 
being like their other funds, under their uncontroulable diſpo- 


al, may be perverted into an engine of borough politics, and 
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become in future, a grievous nuiſance. At preſent, boweret 
it has produced no real or perceptible evils ; particularly it has 
not, as in England, become extravagant and deſtructive to 
economy, nor rendered it in any degree more diffcult for 
1 rangers to obtain a ſettlement, ” 


Other Jiftributions are, 


From the fraternity of ſeamen, = 2 3 390 136 
From the general fund of the 9 incorporated trades, - $6 14 0 
From the particular funds of the ſame trades, „ "07 39"0 
From the united and pendicle trades, ſuppoſed, MS (ie 70 0 0 
From ſeveral public and private ſocieties, ſuppoſed, - 30 0 0 
From the Scottiſh Epiſcopal meeting, - Wo 23 e | 
——— Engliſh ditto, = - „ „ 16-8 0 GE 
Burgher Seceding ditto, ſappoled, - — . 1 25 0 0 | 0 
3 Antiburgher ditto, _ ditto, | . 2 | 13 % 0 2 10 
— Independent meeting, who, from principle, neither F and 
dive nor keep any account of their charities, PI. Ho 
ſuppoſed, - = _ 5 300 0 0 : 
All the other religious focieties, fuppoſed, - 40 0 0 won 
| Beſides the charicies now enumerated, there are alſo burſaries = of 2 
at the univerſity and grammar ſchool, in the gift of tze virt 
council, amounting to, - nf ny TY nou 
H Mr. Henderſon's charity ſchool ſor poor children, „„ 7 plic 
A diſpenſary, on which was expended laſt year, — - 140 0 0 , 
Mr. Stephen's mortification for boys at School and college, | mY 
in the gitt of the Provoſt, the miniſter of the Murrayg ate ESO fro 
diſtrict, Ar. Dempſter of Dunnichen, and Miz. Hunter of | mo 
| Balſkelly, from which there is at preſent paid, SI 79 0 0 bel 
Dr. Brown's mo-tification, now in the management of his eng 
immediate truſtees, whom ailing, ? it devolves on the Kirk- | | 
Seſſion, C . 5 5 0 che 
Miſs Graham's mortiſication towards the education of an or- 7 vo 
phan girl, - - 55 . 248 hof 
| L. 1560 11 6 * 
$0 that chogether, the n money beſtowed laſt Lu, in various 


charities, amounted 2 . „L. 7% 3 rel 
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T be bipenbey v was eftabliſhed in 47 It is entirely fup- 


ported by voluntary contributions, and has been of the great. 
of uſe, The preſident and principal benefactor is Lord Doug- 


las. But the contributions of the remaining heritors, (a very 
ſew excepted,) either to this or to any other charitable inſtitu- 


tions of the place, notwithſtanding all the advantages they de- 'D 


tive from it, are hardly worth the mentioning. To the Diſ- 


liberal and numerous ſubſcriptions already obtained, leave 
little reaſon to doubt, that the orgs will ſoon. be nm in- 
to execution. 


| General character. The people of Dundee have been for 


2 long time entitled to the reputation of induſtry, regularity ; 


and economy; and, notwithſtanding the increaſe of their 


wealth and numbers, a juft claim to this reputation ſtill con- 
tinues. As their wealth has been almoſt entirely the reſult 
of great attention and induftry, it is preſerved by the ſame 
virtues, and they are ſtill tran gers to extravagant and rui- 
nous luxuries. One inſtance of economy and ancient ſim- 


plicity of manners, will, in ſome parts of Britain, hardly meet 
with credit; that, though we have many burghers, worth 
from 5000 1. to 40,0001. there are not in the whole town, 
more than 9g male houſehold ſervants ; and of theſe, not one 


belongs to any perſon, who can, with propriety, be ſaid to be 
engaged in trade. This economy does by no means exclude | 
cheerful and frequent ſocial intercourſe, or abridge their real 

comforts and recreations. It does not even banith a liberal 
hoſpitality ; and inſtead of leſſening their humanity and com- 


paſſion for the miſerable, the people of Dundee are inferior 


to none in generous exertions and contributions, either for the 


relief of particular diſtreſſes and misfortunes, or for the eſ- 


ablikment and maintenance of public beneficent inſtitutions. 


The 
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7 The riſe of the wages of Wan has not hitherto produes K 


nanny conſiderable bad effects, even upon the common people; and 


but, on the contrary, has been generally employed to increaſe SCRY 


their lawful comforts, to feed and clothe them better, and ty to w 
encourage them in the more early eſtabliſhment of families; he ce 
and the proportion they beſtow, in all charitable contributions, poſſe 
at leaſt equals, if not exceeds, that of their ſuperiors in opy- cn 
: lence. Vet it would be inconſiſtent with truth, not to men. Dud 


tion, that proſperity has introduced among ſome, a degree of 
licentiouſneſs unknown in former times; and one alarming 
ſymptom of it ought not to be concealed, that, notwithſtand. 
ing the great acceſſions made, ſince the year 1788, to the 
number of inhabitants, the number of annual marriages his 
hardly received the ſmalleſt addition. The people of Dundee 
may be alſo characteriſed from their religious habits ; and no 
were in Scotland is public worſhip better, or perhaps ſo well 
attended. Their numerous ſeQs indicate their zeal and at- 
tachment to religious principles, and perhaps an exceſs of 2. 
tention to religious controverſies; but thefe give very littk 
diſturbance to the general harmony, and inſtead of increal- 
ing bigotry they ſeem to weaken it. Though ſome ſects, not 
_ only on their firſt riſe but even at preſent, cannot be acquitted of 
harſh and uncharitable opinions, concerning thoſe who do not 
adopt their ſentiments, mutual toleration evidently prevails; 
and each begins to ſuſpect, that the dictates of their own party 
| have no better claim to infallibility, than thoſe of others. 
As to the general ſize of the inhabitants, it is certainly in- 
ferior to that of the people in the ſouth and weſt parts of 
Scotland, and even of their neighbours in various parts of 
Fife: and though the linen manufacture be the great ſource 
of their opulence and increaſe, its influence does not ſeem fo 
favourable as might be wiſhed to health, or friendly to the 
production of a vigorous and hardy race. 
Rerar dall 
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Remarkable Perſons and Fumilie.q— Among remarkable 
and diſtinguiſhed perſons may be mentioned, 1. ALEXANDER 
Scar MSEOUR, one of WALLACE's heroic companicns, the perſon 


to whom, after he had recovered the town from the Engliſh, 


he committed the reduction of the caſtle, and whom he put in 


poſſeſſion of the hereditary dignity of conſtable : 2. Sir Jof 


CRYMSEOUR one of his deſcendants, who became Viſcount of 


Dudhope, and adhering to Charles I. loſt his life in the bat= 


tle of Marſton Muir: 3. His ſon who followed the fortunes 
of Charles II, accompanied him with a regiment to the bat- 


tle of Worceſter, and returning with him at the reſtoration, 


for the recovery of his kingdom from the Engliſh, particular 
7 in their final expulſion from Gaſcony, he acquired the 
molt ſignal honours ; and was the firſt captain of the famous 
deottiſn guard, then formed, and to whoſe fidelity the French 
kings for ſeveral centuries committed their perſonal protec. 


uncle to Halyburton of Pitcurr. To this perſon, his country 
tie reformation, By his influence chiefly, Dundee became 


the arſt town in Scotland, where the reformed religion was 


Mary the regent, By his able conduct in encamping and con- 
lufting the Proteſtant forces, aſſembled at Coupar, the at- 
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was created Earl of Dundee. Beſides their dignity of conſta« _ 
bles, the chiefs of this family were hereditary ſtandard-bear- 
ers of Scotland. They continue to be repreſented by the 
Scrymſeours of Birkhill, now Wedderburns of Wedderburn, 
who, on the death of the Earl of Dundee, without immediate 

| heirs, were unjuſtly ſpoiled of their honours and inheritance, 

4 RoBERT PITTILLOCK, commonly pronounced Tilloch, and 
now ſpelled Patullo. In the wars of Charles VII. of France, 


tion. F. James HALYBURTON, deſigned on his tomb-ſtone, : 


15 indebted, as one of the moſt early and able promoters of 


openly profeſſed. He headed the Dundee troops, who went 
6 the defence of Perth, againſt the vengeance threatened by 


tempt 
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tempt of the popiſh troops, under the French general Do Oi 
to reduce St. Andrews and ſeize the chief leaders of the . 
formation, was defeated ; and by him and his brother Ales, 
ander, at the head of their fellow citizens, one of the princi. 


pal attacks againſſ the town of Perth was carried on, and th 


popiſh garriſon diſlodged. He was provoſt of Dundee for x 
years, From gratitude and reſpe& to his memory, his fun. 
rals were defrayed at the public expence; and, what was then 


reckoned a mark of peculiar honour, his grave was lined on 


the ſides with maſon-work, and arched over, and a monument 
| ereQted to his memory. Dundee has alſo produced ſome per 

| ſons of confiderable eminence for ſcience, It is believed, that 
85 Jonn Max, the mutual friend of the great Baron Napier, in. 
_ ventor of Logarithms, and of Mr. Edward Briggs, and we 
brought about, and was prefent on their firſt interview at Mer. 
chiſton, was one of its native citizens, He appears to have 
been diſtinguiſhed by James VI. before his ſucceſſion to the 
Engliſh crown, and to have gone up with him to England in 


the royal hvuſchold. To another citizen, James Man, pro 
bably grandſon of the former, we owe a chart and ſoundings 
of the whole north ſea, ſo accurate, that, though laid down 
about the beginning of the preſent century, it has hitherto te- 


ceived few improvements of importance. By him, in parti 
_ cular, the bank, which bears his name, was diſcovered and delt- 


neated; and his native town is peculiarly indebted to him for 


his accurate draught and ſoundings of the enterance into lay, 


and the whole paſſage up the river. The family of thele 
eminent perſons {till ſubſiſts. In other branches of literature, 


we count the well known HECTroR Botce the hiſtorian, who 


Was Principal of the King's College in Aberdeen, and one of 


the chief reſtorers of learning in his time; and, in the /iters 


bumaniores, Dr. KIx Loch, phyſician to James VI. Mr. GC, 


rector of the grammar ſchool, and Mr. GoLDMan, merchant 
Some 


i of Dundee. * 


game Latin poems of the three laſt are to be found in the col- 


lection of the Poetæ Scotigenæ, which, for taſte as poems, and 
elegance as Latin compoſitions, ar are inferior to no modern Pro- 
duktions. | | 


One of the moſt « eminent citizens of Dundee, i in the end of 
the laſt, and beginning of the preſent century, was its pro- 
voſt, GroRGE YEAMAN of Murie, This gentleman repreſent- 
ed the town in the laſt Scottiſh or Union Parliament, and the 
diſtrict of boroughs, to which the town now belongs, in 


the firſt and ſecond Britiſh parliaments; and to him his 


which none could haye been more injurious to a country, 
where the former are ſo diminutive in fize, and the latter ſo 


Frith of Forth was exempted from the general duty laid on all 


he procured, that the Tay ſhould be included within the 


ok this river ſhould be the Red Head in Angus, and St. Abb's 
Head in Berwickſhire. Dundee has alſo had the honour 
of being repreſented in many parliaments, by GEogGE 
DruesrR, Eſq. of Dunichen, another native citizen. Of 
this gentleman's merits from his country, it would be im- 
proper in his life time to ſpeak, and they cannot be ſuppoſed 
better known to the writer of the preſent memoir, than to all 
bis countrymen, 5 

Among the FaniLies, who have had their original i in Dun- 
ire, may be mentioned the truly honourable one of the FLET= 


"HERS of Salton, diſtinguiſhed for giving birth to the celebrat- 
Vor. VIII. K ed 


native country, eſpecially this part of it, is more in- 
debted, than to any repreſentative ever ſent from Scotland. 
By his good ſenſe and addreſs principally, the projects, of tax- 
ing hides by tale, and barley for malting by meaſure, (than 


comparatively mean in quality,) were defeated; and, when the 


coals carried by ſea, (a duty which the poor, in countries deſ- 
titute of coal, have ſeverely felt and bitterly complained of,) 


bounds of the Forth, and that the legal limits of the mouth i 
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ed and gte patriot, An FLETCHER. They Were 
| ſettled in Dundee as merchants, in the 16th century, and poſ. 
| ſeſſed of the lands of Inverpeffer near Arbroath ; diſtinguih. 
ing themſelves, during the courſe of the 17th century; 25 
magiſtrates of Dundee, and like their deſcendants, in vin. 
dicating its liberties, againſt the arbitrary claims and en. 
croachments of the family of Dndhope; and from theſe 
_ anceſtors, it is probable, that he embibed ſome portion of 
his patriotic ſpirit. He ſprung from a ſecond ſon of this 


Dundee family, and his deſcendants are now its repreſen 


tatives, the elder branch having failed ſome years ago, by the 
death of its laſt male, Major Hengy FLETCHER of the marines, 
Another branch of it is the family of Balinſhoe, which pro- 
_ duced the two brothers, Sir RoBERT and Colonel en 
lately diſtinguiſhed in the Eaſt Indies. 
The preſent Lord LouchsoRO OR, chief juſtice of the com- 
mon pleas in England, is alſo deſcended of a family long reſ. 
pectable in Dundee, The chiefs of it were ſucceſſively town 
clerks for near 230 years, and frequently the town's com- 
miſſioners to the parliament. In this ſituation they acquit- 
ed the lands of Kingennie and Blackneſs, and were honoured 
with the title of baronets. This title is now carried by dit 
Jonn WEDDEKBURN of Ballendean, a native of Dundee, and 
male repreleatative of the family. | 


| 3 Advantages and Difoluantagie —The principal advantages 
of Dundee are,—the noble river on which it is fituated, open- 
ing to the inhabicants, 2 ready communication, not only with 
the London market, but with thoſe of the principal and melt 
opulent countries of Europe; and alſo giving them a confider- 
able extent of inland navigation :— The fertile countries in its 
neighbourhood, the Carſe of Gowrie eſpecially, full of thriv- 
ing, rich, and intelligent farmers; whoſe induſtry, if it was 


firſt ſet in motion by the opulence of towns, and their increal- 
ing 
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ing fad for country produce, now pl returns the fa- 


vour, by equal demands on the towns for their merchandiſe 
and manufaQtures :—The induſtry, ſobriety, and frugality of 


its inhabitants, which virtues, having been confirmed by long 
habit, will probably continue to be reputable for a long period 


to come. In addition to theſe, it muſt draw the moſt ſignal 
benefits from the excellent turnpike roads lately eonſtructed, 


and continuing to be extended through all the principal diſ- 


tris of Angus, and the neighbouring parts of Perthſhire, | 
For theſe the town is entirely indebted to the exertions of a 
few country gentlemen ; and though its inhabitants have had 
no ſhare, either in the trouble or the riſk of the undertaking, 
they will be probably the principal ſharers in the profits; for 


their markets inſtead of being often ſhut up, and becoming 


inacceſſible, will now be open at all ſeaſons of the year, for the 
heavieſt goods; and the people in diſtant parts will no longer be 


under the neceſſity of repairing to the leſs abundant markets of 
aferior towns. But if Dundee enjoys theſe advantages, it is 


not without its diſadvantages and defects. Among theſe the 
following ſeem to be the moſt remarkable: —The lanes, and 
even ſeveral ſtreets are uncommonly narrow, and the dwellings 


of the inhabitants too cloſe upon one another ;—the greateſt 
part of the families living by half dozens, as formerly in Edin- 


burgh, under the ſame roof, with common ſtairs, without : 


back yards or courts, and many poſſeſſing only fingle rooms: 
The late additional ſuburbs have been built without any ge- 


neral plan, and without the leaſt regard to health, elegance or 


cleanlineſs; though no ſituation perhaps in the world, preſent- 
ed better opportunities to provide for all the thræe: There is 
an almoſt total want of public walks and open places, to which 
ſelentary or delicate people may reſort, and children be car- 
tied for air and exerciſe. Several have been, or are about to 
be converted to private purpoſes : one, which 1s the beſt and 
Moſt i important, is generally inn zeceſſible, e the badneſs 
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of the lane that leads to it ; ; and, the high roads 1 def. 
tute of foot paths, thoſe who have the greateſt need of air, 
find themſelves, for a great part of the year, confined to their 
houſes, at leaſt they cannot get beyond the ſtreets ; and theſe 
circumſtances are the more vexatious, that the inhabitants of 
the royalty are taxed annually about 1301. for road money, but 
find themſelves and their magiſtrates totally excluded, in con- 
ſequence of a late law, from any direction in the application 
of it :—The principal burying place is too ſmall, in proper. 
tion to the pariſh. The expence of interment in it is conſider. 
ed by the poorer people as too great. Two of the moſt an- 
cient burying grounds in the pariſh are unincloſed, ſo that 
thoſe, who, for cheapneſs, have recourſe to them, ſuffer the 
mortification of ſeeing the remains of their friends treated 
with indignity ; and, from the uſe of one of theſe, the poor 
have, of late years, been totally excluded. But the greateſt 
of all the diſadvantages of Dundee, is the almoſt total want of 
public inſtitutions, even for the moſt ſimple and neceſſary 
parts of education; nor, excepting a reputable grammar 


ſchool, is there an opportunity for parents to have their chil- 
dren inſtructed in any branch of human literature; and this 


defect is not ſupplied by any tolerable public library. 

Other diſadvantages, at leaſt cauſes of diſcontent, ariſe from 
the nature of ſeveral public laws and inſtitutions. Com- 
plaints of this kind are expreſſed by the trading people, who 
have ſuffered loſs in conſequence of the law. of perpetual 


entails, or who are expoſed to ſuffer it. They think, that 


5 property of every kind ought to be liable for the debts it has 


given opportunity to contract; that the contrary practice is 


unjuſt, and the laws which authoriſe it, nothing different from 
licences to a ſpecies of ſwindling, Beſides the aſtoniſhing 


quantity of land in the neighbouring parts of the country, 


brought, of Inte; under this kind of ſettlement, it is believed, 
| that 


| of Dundee. N 


that FE proportion of this pariſh, ſubjected to it, is not much 


Jeſs than 3000 1. a- year.— Some complaints are alſo made on 
the ſubject of the late corn lau, as tending to diminiſh the 
freedom of trade in this important article, and to render it 


more precarious. The merchant alleges, that, while his ſhip 


is at ſea, he is not ſure whether the port, to which, from con- 
fidence in the law, he ordered his corn, may not, by procla- 8 
mation be ſhut up: and certainly it has been attended 
with ſome conſiderable inconveniencies; for, during the laſt 


ſpring, ſeed-eorn, even from England, though often of the ut- 
moſt importance to this country, and various articles of 
houſehold proviſion, which the country does not yet ſupply, 


were, by its operation, laid under an / abſolute probibition, or 


a duty which, with equal efficacy, prevented importation. The 
intercourſe for corn was not at that time permitted, even with 


the county of Fife, from which we are ſeparated only by the 
tiver; | and at the preſent time, (N ovember the I 2th 1792, 


though the harveſt has been bad, and the price of grain con- 
iderably raiſed, two veſſels with grain and meal, one of which 


lies in the harbour, and the other is daily expected, will not 


be permitted to unload their cargoes, Beſides theſe com- 
plaints, though the people here are happily free from the 
coal duty, to which their more northern neighbours are ſub- 
jeted, it is only from the duty on Scottiſh coal; and the 
preſent ſudden advance in the price of this article, from 4s. 


to upwards of 6 s. for 800 weight, muſt, while they are not: 


relieved by importations from England, be ſeverely felt by all. 


the poor. With reſpect to the diſcontents, which prevail 
in Dundee, about the ſtate and mode of the repreſentation of 


the people in parliament, and that they are governed by a 
magiſtracy in a great meaſure independent on them, theſe are. 
not peculiar to this place, but common to it with all the towns 
in Scotland. | 
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One diſadvantage of Dundee ariſes from its fituation, ul 
| hardly admits of a proper remedy. It is the diſtance at which 
It is placed from any large freſh water river, with falls ſul. 
ficient for moving the various machinery, now ſo important 
to manufactures. The neareſt falls of this deſcription are 
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have A 


grain, 
of it; 
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en Dighty, and in the pariſh of Monyfieth ; but they ar: riot 
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Miſcellancous OBbſervations.—In the year 1782, the corn 
were much damaged by exceſſive rains, the harveſt was not 
completed till towards the end of November, and a conſider. 


able dearth followed. The inhabitants, however, exerted, on in 

= this eccafion, their uſual generoſity ; and at one time, with x 18 
view of alleviating the diſtreſs of the poor, the ſum of 2001. ll *** 
was raiſed in the ſpace of two days. But the intention of _ 
raiſing this ſum was much more laudable, than the application os 
of it, It. was employed, together with the produce of other a 
funds, in keeping the market prices of grain below the com- OY 
mon rates of the country, a benefit in which the rich, and "oy 
they who had no need, were partakers equally with the poor; bee ; 
and the conſequence was, that they who had grain to ſell, car- * 
ried it to other markets, which were free from ſuch timid and wet 
impertinent regulations, and where they received their prices My 
immediately ſrom the buyers, without having the trouble of bh 
applying, for any part of them, to truſtees of public money. A 
Accordingly, the ſupply of the Dundee market, as might have * 
been eaſily foreſeen, was, through the whole ſeaſon, ſcanty 3 
and difficult; and depended entirely on the influence the n 
magiſtrates could exert with country gentlemen, and the more 2 
opulent claſs of farmers, Even the ſupply of many families, 4 
who were not under the neceſſity of going daily to market, : 


became a buſineſs of conſtant and vexatious ſolicitation. The 
| people 
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people of Aberdeen, where the dearth was greater, are ſaid to 
have acted much more wiſely, by raiſing the market price of 


grain, and to have advertiſed large premiums to every importer 
of it; and we are told, the conſequence was, that their market 
was filled as well as in the ordinary times of plenty; and the 


prices, of neceſſity, ſoon fell to their proper level. A ſmall 


quantity of the proviſion made by government, for the poor 
of the northern parts of this iſland, was alſo at this time allot- 


to his uſual humanity, contributed, was no leſs than 50 1. 
faries of life, as meal, malt, ale, leather, ſhoes, &c. were regu- 
and executing their regulations, they created much vexation 


price of no neceſſary of life is now regulated in this manner, 
lad aſide; nor, though it ſhould be ſuppoſed of uſe, does the 


judges, remains fixed, and the weight, which few have oppor- 


of corporation laws, it might be as ſafely as any other com- 
b their ſeparate intereſts and competition, it would be equal - 
ly guarded from combina tion and abuſe. Indeed, no corpora- 


on laws whatever ſeem to be entitled to much reſpect ; all 


2 


ted to Dundee; and the Kirk-Seſſion received ſome unſolicit- 
ed donations, amounting to 601. for the poor under their in- 
ſpection. In theſe, the ſhare which Lord Douglas, according 
In the two former centuries, the prices of various neceſ- 
lated by the magiſtratesand council; and in making, altering, 
to the dealers, and much uſeleſs trouble to themſelves. The 
except of bre ad made from wheat flour; and neither does the 


attention of the magiſtrate to this article, ſeem to be of much 
greater uſe, than it was to the others, where it has long been 
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method of regulation adopted here ſeem to be advantageous. 


NA 


On the contrary, it is perhaps the very reverſe of what it 
ought to be; for the price of bread, concerning which all are 
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tunity to examine, or even ſometimes to know, is variable. 
It is probable, that were this buſineſs freed from the influence 
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mitted to the management of thoſe engaged in it; and, that 
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lic; nor do they always promote the good of the very ſocietie 


for a ſingle day.— Of perſons belonging to Dundee, who have 


„% A 
of them tend, more or leſs, to create monopolies againſt the pb. gt ng 
pite of 


they were meant to favour The prices of admiſſion to the ex. f them 


erciſe of any buſineſs in Dundee, though not fo extravagant 


in other places, particularly in Aberdeen, are, notwithſtand. nl 
ing, taxes frequently found to be inconvenient. A merchant and do- 
pays to the Guildry for freedom to himſelf and his poſterity, Am 
81. 6s. 8 d. and half this ſum for freedom to himſelf only, marke 
an apprentice to a merchant pays 1 1. z 2 handycraftsman ol, thoſe 1 
Gs. 8 d. for admiſſion into any of the 9 incorporated trades; NM. oals. 


and, except at the times appropriated to public markets, 0 Miſi..1c; 
ſtranger can, without a conſiderable tax, expoſe his goods tofale ir (1c 
the de 
WT unleſs 


been condemned, baniſhed their country for life, or executed, 
upon account of felonies, the writer of this account cannot, 
after much inquiry, find more than three during the whole 
courſe of the preſent century. Since Bridewells, or penitenti 
ary houſes, have been eſtabliſhed in Edinburgh and Glaſgon, 
Dundee has been much more peſtered than formerly, with u. 
grants and perſons of doubtful character, and ſuindling and 
petty thefts are more frequent. This will probably produce 
a Bridewell in Dundee: An eſtabliſhment of this kind 1s 
certainly neceſſary, and the common priſons, and preſent in- 
flictions of juſtice, are by no means ſufficient to ſupply its 
place. With reſpe& to our priſons, though among the bel 
in Scotland, they are deſtitute of any court or area where the 
priſoners may enjoy the open air, This, hewever, is at pre- 
' ſent, the leſs neceſſary, as the laws of the country are ſuppoſ- 
ed inhumanely, to exclude debtors from the privilege of 
breathing the ſame air with others; and, it 1s but very ſel- 
dom, that felons ſuffer long confinement, in the priſons © of 
places not viſited by the Circuit Courts of Juſticiary. 


In this town, there are everal public buildings; but, ex- en 
ceping 
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dung the ancient church and geeple formerly deſcribed, the 
pire of the chapel in the Cowgate, and the town-houſe, none : 
f them ſeems, as à piece of architecture, to be entitled to 


such attention. The laſt is certainly a building of uncom- 
nd. non taſte and elegance. It N 80 by the elder Fn 
dan nd does him honour. =» EE; 1 

ity, Among the regulations anfavouretle to the freedom of che | 


market, and conſequently to the intereſts of the inhabitants, 


loaded with them are permitted to deliver their cargoes ; an a, 


ave e demand may be, are excluded, and muſt continue ſhut up, 
ted, unleſs the cargoe ſhould be ſold in wholeſale to one perſon, or 
not, unless the maſter, if he means to retail, will conſent to ſell 
iole below the current price. The firſt occupiers, accordingly, 
ti. E nut reduce their prices, or ſee their rivals carry off all their 
0, I cutomers. The intention of this regulation was, no doubt, to 
. prevent any unfair riſe of prices from combinations among 
an I the maſters, But its real effect is to increaſe the riſk and ex- 
Ne pence of the trade, and to induce thoſe who are engaged 1n it 
: ss have recourſe to other ports, rather than ſell at a diminiſh- 
ber ed profit, or at a loſs. Perhaps there is no branch of buſineſs, 
' 15 Wi wherein t!'ofe intermediate dealers, often branded in law by the 
belt Wi names of fore/tallers and regretters, would be more neceſſary, 
the or where the encouragement of ſuch would tend more to the 
re BY general benefit. When the importer muſt alſo turn retailer, 


the time in which he ſhould be fetching a new cargo is loſt, 
and he brings fewer coals in any given period to market ; and 


lead of one regretter. 
In the foregoing account, there are, no doubt, many articles 


er amitted; particularly the brewing and hHip-Building manufac- 
103 Val. VIII. e tures 


thoſe might have been mentioned which relate to the trade in 
coals, There are only 4 births, or places at which veſſels 


i theſe places are occupied, all other veſſels, however great 
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tures. In the firſt, a numerous company is now engaged, but the 
chief part of the buſineſs is in the hands of particular brewer, 


are 66 maſters, who employ 63 journeymen and apprentice, 


They make their own malt, and brew it into that kind dt 


drink called Two-penny, which, till debaſed in conſequence 
multiplied taxes, was long the favourite liquor of all rank; 
of people in Dundee. It was a liquor neither much boil! 
nor fermented, and always uſed within two months after he. 
ing. made,—Shipbuilding is ſaid to be executed here wit 
great advantage and ingenuity. In it two maſters are em. 
ployed, with 31 journeymen and W N and 9 are em 
* 1 two boat-builders. 


( Col 
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NUMBER XI. 
PARISH OF CROMDALE. 


Comic of Money cad Eee, of Aber 
OY 'ynod of Os * | 


By the Ks: Mr. Lewis GRANT. 


Origin of the Name. 


ROMD ALE is derived from the Gaelic language, Crom 
ſignifying crooked, and dale a meadow ; which 1s liter- 
ally explained by the river Spey, making a ſemi - cirele, or 
half moon, in the place where the manſe and church are built. 
Cromdale has been rendered pretty famous all over Scotland, 
by the ſong compoſed in conſequenee of a battle fought there, 


in the year 1690, betwixt the adherents of King William, 
commanded by Colonel Livingſton, and the ſupporters of the | 
houſe of Stuart, headed by Clavers, commonly called Lord 


Viſcount Dundee ; and wherein King William's party pre- 
vailed, killing and taking priſoners great numbers of the 


enemy. This action is ſaid to have put a r to any farther 


bloodſhed on that ſcore, | 
| HE, ate 855 L Extent 
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is 20 miles diſtant from every part of this pariſh. An bu. 


with it. Though theſe circumſtances quickly diſcover them. 
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Extent, Soil and Surface. The extent of it is very conſider, 
| able, being fully 13 Scotch miles in length, and generally; 
or 4 miles broad, in the old inhabited country; but on 2. 
count of the late improvements, which are very numerous, the 
breadth, in ſome parts, is no lefs than from 6 to 7 miles, Th, 
| ſoil is generally dry and thin, with the exception of fone 
flats or low haughs, cloſe by the river Spey, which, in poin 
0 of natural fertility, are equal to thoſe near the ſea fide, which 


dredth part of the lands of Cromdale is not arable, or eres 
green, ſo as to render it fit for paſture to black cattle or hor. 
| ſes. The hills and level grounds are generally covered with 

black heath, having ſcarce any mixture of graſs connected 


| ſelves to the ſtranger and traveller, from the unpleaſant aſpet 
the country at firſt fight exhibits, yet theſe prejudices are ſoon 
removed, when a perſon adverts to the utility and conſequence 
of places, formerly, in a great meaſure, thought barren and 
uſeleſs, now rendered productive of the greateſt ſource of nw 
tional wealth, by the flocks of ſheep, which every where c- 
ver the face of the country; and which are now triple the 
number they were a few years ago, as well as proportionally 
| Increaſed in point of value, The plantations of fir, which are 
numerous, and are thriving faſt, will ſoon have a good effed 
in ſetting off the country to very great advantage, 


Situation, Climate and Diſeaſes.— The pariſh lies within (he 
counties of Inverneſs and Moray, in almoſt an equal propor: 
tion, ſome parts of it, lying next to Inverneſs, being of the 
ſhire of Moray, and ſome of thoſe lands, neareſt to Forres and 
Elgin, belonging to the county of Inverneſs. This ſceming 
confuſion muſt have originated from the intereſt the dill 
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ent proprietors, (who held the lands of this country, 'when 
ſhires were firſt formed,) had in the principal towns fixed 
upon as head burghs. Cromdale is generally allowed to be 
extremely wholeſome, Few epidemical diſcaſes happen in it, 
There are many inſtances of longevity as far as go, and 
there are not a few, even beyond that age. Dr. Buchan, au- 


thor of the Family Phyſician, had occaſion to be in this part 


of the country ſome years ago, when he very judiciouſly re- 


marked, that every man's houſe was built upon a rock, mean- 


ing, that every man had a dry gravellith' ſtance whereon to 
found his houſe ; which, the Doctor obſerved, is more condu- 


cive to health, than all the benefits that reſult from medicine. 
Inoculation univ erſally takes place with great ſac ceſs. | | | All 
prejudices on the ſcore of predeſtination, are now happily re- 


| River and Fiſh, —The river Spey is the only one which 
runs through this pariſh. From its rapidity every where, it - 


is allowed, that more water flows ſrom it, than any other 
niver in the kingdom. It is diſtinguiſhed for vaſt floats of 


wood, which cover its banks, and are daily carried down by 


its waters to the ſea. Sir James Grant's woods of Aberne. 
thy and Duthel, with thoſe of Rothiemurchus, lie contigu- 


ous to the Spey, and cover a boundleſs tract of country. 


The Spey was once famous for ſalmon, all over that extent 


of country, through which it paſſes ; but, by a late deciſion of 
the houſe of Peers, an excluſive right was given to the Duke 


of Gordon, by means of Cruives, and all other human devices, 
to monopolize this article at the ſource of the river; which of 
late years has been effe&ed with ſuch ſucceſs, that few falmon 
are to be got a ſhort way up the country ; and yet the gentle- 
men of property, hurt by this deciſion, allow the wood 
helonging 
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belonging to this family, which often proves injurious 10 
their arable ground, to paſs without the leaſt moleſt ation, 


Auimale.— Thie white hare is frequently got in this pariſt 
during winter, It is as white as ſnow, and the ears are 

tipt with black. Roes, black cocks, and heath hens art 
; very numerous. Horſes uſed for work, were, lome years 

ago, generally bred in the country; but now, owing to the 

flocks of ſheep, which conſume the growth of the common 

paſture, they are generally purchaſed, and at a very advanced 
price. Farmers, on this account, have reduced their number, 
_ uſing only two in place of four, carrying on a deal of their 
labour with oxen, which they employ in the draught as wel! 
as in the plough. Black cattle are very numerous: they 
amount to 4000 or 5000 within the pariſh, while ſheep may 
be reckoned from 10,000 to 12, 0e. Goats were once nume- 
rous, but now the pariſh could ſcarcely muſter 200 of them, 
The wool of our ſheep is depreciated on account of the mix- 
ture of black hairs, which is aſcribed to the attempts to im- 
prove the breed in point of fize. The quality of it far exceeds 
that of Badenoch wool, which is aſcribed to the ſheep being 
fed upon pure heath ; and the connoiſſeurs in mutton attribute 
nan uncommon fine flavour to ſheep fed in this manner. 


| Rent and Proprietors —The real rent of the pariſh, of 
which Sir James Grant of Grant is the ſole proprietor and 


patron, is conſiderably beyond 20001. a-year. CavsrlE | 


GRANT, the ſeat of his family, is within its bounds. His 
men of buſineſs afficm, that they are in poſſeſſion of writings, 
- which aſcertain their reſidence there for upwards of 500 yeals) 
without any failure in the male line all that time ; and though 
they have had the property of the whole parith, for about 20% 
years; yet prior to this, it was divided among different her- 

tors. 
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tors. The price of the acre of arable land, when ſeued, is | 
generally from 81. to 12 1. Sterling, without reckoning any 


thing for graſs or common | paſturage. 


Cultivation and „ anion of farms is frequent. 


One man now occupies as much land, as was, 40 years ago, 


poſſeſſed by 5 or 6 families. The principal crops conſiſt of 
oats, barley and rye, The laſt has, of late years, been in no 


high eſtimation, from the effect it has in ſcourging the ground. 
Wheat is ſown here occaſionally in ſmall quantities. Pur. 
nips and potatoes ſucceed to a wiſh. Potatoes, in a ſhort. 


time, will conſtitute the one half of the people's food. Sown 
craſs is every where to be met with, and very luxuriant crops 


ariſe from it. The lime quarries are opened by the pro- 
prietor. The country abounds with them. The holl of lime, 


which meaſures 24 Scotch pints each firlot, is ſold at 3d. per 


boll. It is neceſſary to make this diſtinction, as the Banff. 
| ſhire boll is leſs by a third. A lint mill is erected by the 


proprietor, and moſt people ſow flax with ſucceſs, A bleach- 
eld is juſt eſtabliſhed, which bids fair to be of great advan- 
tage to the country. 


Pepalation;. There is not a ſingle ſectary of any denomi- 


nation in the pariſh; the whole people being of the eſtab- 
liſhed church. The number of ſouls belonging to the pariſh, 


may be ſtated at 3000, but many of them go occaſionally 
louth, during the ſummer ſeaſon, to work at roads, and other 


public works, which renders the amount fluctuating. The 
return to Dr. Webſter, in 175 5, was 3063 ſouls. The births, 
at an average, for the years 1735, 1736 and 1737, were 80 


each year: for the 3 laſt years, they did not exceed 60. 
>The marriages are from 10 to 12 in the year. The 
—_— — eee deaths, 
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nounce with great propriety, and with very little of the brogue. 
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deaths, from the cireumſtance, that there are 3 different church. 
 - yards in the pariſh, can by no means be aſcertained, 


| Church, Schov and Poor om The living betwixt ſtipend and 
element money is 751. Sterling. There is no viQual rent, 


There are two glebes in the pariſh, which might be let, as 


the value of both, at 71. Sterling a-year. The manſe wa 


built 70 years ago, and has been different times repaired ſince, 
The offices were lately rebuilt, and are in good order. The 
church is plaiſtered, being finiſhed off with great taſte. The 


number of begging poor exceeds 20, but theſe go ſeldom from 


the bounds of this country. Some times 30, or even 40, re. 


ceive a part of the public funds, Many of theſe are reduced 


| houſehoKders, who would ſtarve rather than beg. When any 
perſon is reduced by accident, or. ſome ſevere diſtemper, to 
poverty, the method practiſed for their relief, is by a general 
collection; and in juſtice to the people, it muſt be ſaid, that 
their liberality, on all ſuch occaſions, far exceeds what might 


be expected. There are no other funds beſides the public col- 
lections, which, at an average amount from 101. to 15 l. Ster. 
ling a-year. Much depends on the price of cattle, and the 
ſale of victual, which is more or leſs according to the ſeaſon, 
When the family of Grant reſide at Caſtle Grant, which, {or 
ſome time paſt, has been pretty much the caſe, the collection 
has thereby been much enlarged, as they conſtantly attend 


public worſhip, in all ſeaſons of the year. Their beneficence 
makes every one delicate in giving them trouble, as every ob- 
ject of diſtreſs, within their reach, experiences their charity. 


Language. — The common people ſpeak the Gaelic tongue, 
but the Engliſh is the prevailing language, which they pro- 


I; 
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n all the pariſhes ſouthward from this, the Engliſh alone is 
ſpoken 3 but here, both languages are preached daily. In 


a few years hence, the Engliſh will be the only language, as 
the people ardently wiſh their children to read the ſcriptures ; 
and for this putpole, often, in the winter, 4 or 5 ſchools are 
employed at once in the pariſh at their own expence. 


| School, —The parochial ſchool is taught at Cromdale. The 
falary is 200 merks, paid by the heritors. The emolu- 


ments of the ſchoolmaſter, as ſeſſion-clerk, with dues of bap- 
tilms, &c. amount to 3 1. or 41. Sterling, beſides ſchool fees. 


Villige.—Grantown is a village erected under the influence 


o the Grant family, it being little more than 20 years, ſince 


the place, where it ſtands, was a poor rugged piece of heath. 


It now contains from 300 to 400 inhabitants, ſome of whom 
are as good tradeſmen as any in the kingdom. Shoes 


makers, taylors, weavers of wool, linen, and ſtockings, 
blackſmiths; wrights, maſons, and 12 merchants keep re- 
gular ſhops in it. There are 2 eſtabliſhed ſchools. One 
of the teachers has 30 J. Sterling of ſalary, excluſive of the 
emoluments ariſing from his office ; 101. of which he has by 


way of gratuity from Sir James Grant; 101. as the intereſt of 
mortiſied money, from the preſbytery of the bounds ; and 10 J. 


from the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge ; with an 


excellent dwelling houſe at Sir James Grant's expence. The 
boys are taught reading, writing, accounts, Latin, and French. 
They amount to from 50 to 80, and they excel in reading the 


Engliſh language grammatically. There is another ſchool eſ- 
tabliſhed in the town, which is taught by a woman, Young 
children to the number of 30 or 40 conſtantly attend, and are 
not only initiated, by her in the firſt principles of letters, but 
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the young girls receive, under her, a foundation in the yr. 
ous branches of female education. A brewery was eſtabliſh, 
| ed in this place immediately at the firſt building of it, on 
| purpoſe to keep the people from drinking ſpiritous liquor, 
and it continues to give ſatisfaction. Two bakers carry on 
the buſineſs of their profeſſion with fucceſs. Butcher meat 
beef, mutton, pork, &c. generally ſell at from 21 d. to 3 d. pe 
pound, fowls at 6 d. and 7 d. each, butter at 10 8. and 123 
the ſtone, and cheeſe according to its quality. There are tuo 
or three public houfes in it, with an elegant town-houle, 
: covering a priſon, agreeable to the juriſdiction act, under the 
ſanction of the ſheriff of the bounds, Though it has been 
built for ſome years, yet few have been confined within it 
walls, which is a high proof of the good behaviour of the 
people. Grantown is, on all hands, ſurrounded with moſt ex. 
_ cellent moſſes, affording peats of the beſt quality; the aſhes 
of which, when mixed with lime, make good manure for po- 
tatoes, greens, and cabbages. All kinds of roots are to be me 
with here, in vaſt quantities, and to as great perfection, as in 
any part of the kingdom ; which, from its former barren ſtate, 
is an inconteſtible proof, how far the country at large 1 18 * 
ble of i improvement. 


Roads, Wages, Fuel, e. The ſtatute work goes on very 
punctually, without the ſmalleſt murmur. Stone bridges arc 
erected over almoſt every rivulet, either by the proprietor ot 
the county; and of courſe, the roads are in the higheſt ordet. 
The wages of ſervants have increaſed, of late years, at a mok | 
amazing rate. Six pounds Sterling are commonly given to ca- * 
pable men ſervants in the year, excluſi ve of maintenance. Wo⸗ 
men have generally 40 8. Sterling of wages in the year.  Cot- 


ters, or married ſervants are feldom employed, as the bulk ot | 
— = 8 = the — 
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the people manage their farms with the help of 1 children. 
The high wages of men ſervants we attribute to the floating | 
of wood, which finds buſineſs for all our men, from 16 to 660 


ears of age, who, during the warm ſeaſon, receive from x 8. to 
18. 2 d. for each days labour. Fuel is every where to be had, 


on eaſy terms, 24 of the beſt quality, ng 0 the whole of : 


this country. 


Tarn My public houſes, by the general reſolution of 
the counties concerned, have of late been ſuppreſſed ; and 
there are at preſent only 4, beſides thoſe mentioned in Gran- 


town, Two of theſe are on the turnpike road, * the accom- 
nedation of travellers, 


Antiquities. The cnly antiquity in the pariſh, is the For- 
talix at Lochindorb, where a thick wall of maſon work, (20 
feet high even at this period, and ſuppoſed to have been 
much higher,) ſurrounds an acre of land within the Loch, with 


watch towers at every corner, all entire. The entrance to 


this place, is at a gate built of freeſtone, which has a gran- 


deur in it, that is eaſier felt than expreſſed. Several veſtiges 
of houſes are found within the walls, beñdes thoſe of a church, 

which, without difficulty, can fill be traced in the ruins. 
Great rafts, or planks of oak, by the beating of the waters 


againſt the old walls, occaſionally make their appearance; which 
confirms an opinion entertained of this place, that it had been 
2 national buſineſs, originally built upon an artificial iſland, 
Tradition ſays, and ſome credit is due to the report, that the : 
particular account of this building was loſt in the days of 


King Edward I. of England. 


Character of the 3 are very induſtrious, oblig- 
9g, and remarkable for nothing ſo much as neatneſs of dreſs 
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at kirk and market, igrebabls to their rank i in life. The wo, 
men have long been diſtinguiſhed among their neighbours fot 
making webs, particularly thoſe of the woollen kind ; ; and for 
+ great cleanlineſs in their houſes, which were formerly built 
of feal or turf, and lined with wood. But the practice non, 
with all farmers in eaſy circumſtances, is to have their houſe, 
built of ſtone and lime, with glaſs windows, &c. and thei 
barns aud Eiln of the . materials. 


„ N» - _ 


NUMBER XII. 
(Conty and Synod of Aberdeen, —Preſoytery of Alford) 


By Mr. ALEXANDER URQUHART. 


| Name, Situation,” and Tora. : 
HERE is no tradition, nor any record, that this 2 


in that language ſay, that it fignifies Northward, or a place 


with a northern expoſure, which is the more probable, as 
there is a range of hills, which run from the ſouth eaſt to the 


louth weſt corner of the pariſh, and which ſcreen it from the 


ſouth and ſouth weſt. It is ſaid, that Towie, the name of a 


neighbouring pariſh, has the ſame fignification, for which the 
ame reaſon may, with much propriety, be aſſigned. Both 


names are pronounced in the Gaelic, with ſomewhat of a gut- 
| tural ſound, as if they were written Toua. The names of 


many of the farm towns are purely Gaelic. The pariſh 1s 
adout-22 miles diſtant from Aberdeen. Its length from 8. 


tg N. is about 5 miles, and its greateſt breadth about 3. Its 


vorm would be almoſt triangular, did not a conſiderable part 


of 


has had any other name than its preſent one. It is 
pretty evident, that it is of Gaelic extraction. | Theſe ſkill'd 
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at Kirk and kia; agreeable to their rank in life. The Wor 
men have long been diſtinguiſhed among their neighbours foi 
making webs, particularly thoſe of the woollen kind; and for 
great cleanlineſs in their houſes, which were formerly built 
of Feal or turf, and lined with wood. But the practice now, 
with all farmers in eaſy circumſtances, is to have their houſes 
1 built of flone and lime, with glaſs windows, See. and thei 
barns aud e of the ſame e 5 
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NUMBER XIII. 
PARISH OF TOUGH. 
(County and Synod of Aberdeen, —Preſoytery of Alford.) 


By Mr. ALEXANDER URQUHART. 


"Nas: Situation, and Eatent. NE 
WERE is no tradition, nor any record, that this 15 


pretty evident, that it is of Gaelic extraction. Thoſe {kill'd 


vith a northern expoſure, which is the more probable, as 
there is a range of hills, which run from the ſouth eaſt to the 
louth weſt corner of the pariſh, and which ſcreen it from the 
louth and ſouth weſt. It is ſaid, that Towie, the name of a 


names are pronounced in the Gaelic, with ſomewhat of a gut= 
tural ſound, as if they were written Toua. The names of 
many of the farm towns are purely Gaelic. The pariſh is 
adout-22 miles diſtant from Aberdeen. Its length from 8. 
'0 N. is about 5 miles, and its greateſt breadth about 3. Its 
rm would be almoſt triangular, did not a confiderable part 


of 


has had any other name than its preſent one. It is 


in that language ſay, that it ſignifies Northward, or a place 


neighbouring pariſh, has the ſame ſignification, for which the 
lame reaſon may, with much propriety, be aſſigned. Both 
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5 of the parith of Lochell interſect it, fo as to divide! it into tr 
| parts, * rather unequal. 


Auen Soil, Climate and Diſeaſes — The i appear. 


, | ance of this diſtri, can neither be ſaid to be flat nor hilly, 
k here are in it, ſeveral riſing grounds, but they are moſtly 
| arable. The ridge of hills, which ſhelter it from the eaſt, 
ſouth, and ſouth weſt, naturally occaſion a pretty large bot. 
tom to the north, where there is no intervening hill between it 
and Keig. The ſoil is in general of 2 light nature, in many 


places very ſhallow, and abounding with ſmall ſtones. It is 
however, in ſome places, particularly in the ſame grounds, 


very deep, mixed with moſs and extremely fertile. The air 
is, for the moſt part, dry and healthy, Several mineral ſprings 

| Have been diſcovered, which all ſeem to run upon iron ore, 
They have not been tried in any diſtemper, The diſeaſes 
which are moſt frequent, in this and the neighbouring parill. 
es, are of the acute Kind. Many of the labouring people 
dave been afflicted with pleuriſies; but if the patients are le 
blood in proper time, they ſoon recover. 8 


Produce, Cattle and Cultivation, —The annual crops are oati 


and barley. In ordinary years, the pariſh does more than ſup- 


ply itſelf with proviſions, The farmers ſend a good deal of 


meal to the Aberdeen market. The oats are generally ſown 


between the middle of March and middle of April, and the 


erop is generally reaped between the 1ſt of September and the 


end of October. There were lately found to be 625 black 
cattle, 1471 ſheep, and 113 horſes in this pariſh. The tenants 
pay conſiderable attention to the rearing of black cattle; and 
this attention has been ſufficiently rewarded, by the high prices 
which they have brought for ſeveral years paſt, There ate 


37 Fe in the pariſh; but many of theſe are rather inſig · 


niſicant, 


two 


of Tough. „ 


vifcant, being formed by a e of two or three ſmall 


crofters, who make up a yoke among them. There are 52 carts, 


but many of theſe are alſo very ſmall. There are not above 


12 houſeholders, that can properly be denominated farmers. 
Many of the farms are now divided into ſmall partitions, 
which are here called crofts, on each of which there is a houſe 
and family. It is now fo expenſive to ſtock a conſiderable 
farm, that ſettling upon erofts, is become much more com- : 

| mon than formerly. Within "theſe 5 or 6 years, two farms 
have been very much improved by a rotation of crops. One 
of them, the greateſt part of which is in the hands of the pro- 
prietor, has been improved by lime, which he brings from 
Aberdeen. About a fifth part of that farm, was, ſome time 
ago, let on leaſe to an induſtrious tenant, who purſues his land- 5 
Jord's plan. For this part, he pays more than the old rent 

| of the whole farm; and yet, it 1s aid, that he is no loſer 


by the bargain. The people now begin to be more ſenſible 


of the advantages reſulting from raiſing turnips ; and one may 


obſerve a ſmall fpot of them in the corner of almoit eyery 


croftſman's field. The late Mr. Byres cf Tonley, was the 
firſt who ſowed turnips in the fields in this diftrit, He was 
alſo the firſt who had a cart in it about 40 years ago. His ſon, 
the preſent proprietor, has of late very much improved his 


eſfate, The barren muirs, and dry foil, are employed in raiſ- 
ing plantations of fir, which are alſo intermixed with almoſt 


every other ſpecies of wood common in this part of the coun- 
try. Some of theſe plantations are about 10 years old, and 
we in a moſt thriving condition. They will not only add 
very much to the value of the eſtate, but alſo to the beauty 


of the neighbourhood. There are in theſe plantations, three 
natural dens, through each of which runs a ſmall rivulet. 


Through theſe the firs, larix, birk, and oak, make a moſt de- 
lightful appearance. One of theſe dens by nature forms a 
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heantifil hats, which the proprietor has filled with Water, 
There are, in this baſon, 3 or 4 riſing grounds, which the un 
ter does not cover. Theſe are planted with various kinds of 
wood and ſhrubbery, From many points of view, this forms 
a very pleafing ſheet of water. The proprietor iptends t to pot 
a boat upon it, ſo as oecaſionally to afford a pleafing ſource of 
_ amuſement, and a healthy exerciſe. That gentleman; ſince 
his return from abroad, has begun to put lime, in confiderahle 
quantities on his arable ground, and his ſchemes of! improve. 
ment are proſecuted with vigour, ſpirit and ſucceſs. 


Heritors, Rent, fe. —There are 6 heritors, none of whow 
has reſided for ſome years paſt, Mr. Byres only excepted. For 
the laſt 30 years, he lived chiefly at Rome, where he was well 

known, and deſervedly eſteemed, for his taſte, learning, ani 
integrity, There has been no change of property theſe 50 
years, except a very ſmall eſtate, which has been once ot 

twice ſold within that period. Kincraigie one of the principal 

_ eſtates, was diſpoſed of ſome years ago by a judicial ſale; 

but the proprietor having thrown in many objections to the 
ſale, there is no ſaying how, or when it will be finally ſettled, 

The valued rent of the pariſh is 16701. 145. Scotch, The 
real rent does not much exceed 600 1. Sterling. 


Population. It is thought that the population has increaſel 
within theſe 20 years, though there is a ſmall decreaſe fince 
1755, when the return to Dr. Webſter amounted to 579 
fouls. The only cauſe to which the late increaſe can be at. 
tributed, 1s, the ſubdiviſion of farms, which has augmented 
the number of ſettlers. The whole population, about 11 
months ago, amounted to 569, Of theſe, there were,— 


Males, 


* 


57⁰ 


ated 


les, 


Miles, - 255 Maſter wright, =» WS 
Females, 7 „ e 305 | Apprentices, ditto, 3 8 
Under 10 118 Blackſmith, - „„ „„ 
Between 10 and 3% - 84 Maſter taylers, | VPN 
0 and 5o•, 225 Taylor apprentice, . 1 
Fe nd % - Tor Maſter weavers, = 2 1 
. above 70, * 8 Weaver apprentices, . 2 9 | 
— above 0, 2 Merchants or ſhop keepers, = 3 


Ss, 
S 


Tough, 


This diſtrict has afforded ſome inſtances of longevity. Mr. 

Darno, a proprietor in this pariſh, died about 20 years ago, 
in the 106th year of his age. One of the name of WGregor, 

lied in the Kirk Town, aged 105. As no regular regiſter 
of deaths has been kept, the annual average cannot be aſcer- 

tained with that exactneſs which could be wiſhed for; but, 
it is ſuppoſed, it will not exceed 9, during the laſt ten years. 

The annual average of births is about 15, and of marriages 

z. The only diſſenters in this diſtri are Seceders, of the 

Burgher perſuaſion, of whom there are 127, including all the 
chi! dren of thoſe whoſe parents are een _— 


Church and School. —The miniſter's ; ſtipend is 4 chalders of 


victual, one third bear, and two thirds meal, and 441. 14 8. 


with a manſe and glebe of fix acres. Sir William Forbes of 
Vol. VIII. 255 . 1 N Craigievar 


* It may not herd be improper to give ſome account of their origin in this 
pariſh, In the year 1760, the miniſter was deſirous to introduce the new me- 
thod of ſinging, which he found acceptable to many of his pariſhioners. It was, 
however, violently oppoſed by others. The miniſter, notwithſtanding, perſiſted 
in his defign ; and this occaſioned a ſchiſm among his hearers. The rage of the 
opponents was furicus. They ſoon began to think of revenging cheniſelves 
b leaving the kirk. When the party was ſufficiently formed, they built a 
church, and ahouſe for a miniſter, who was ſoon procured. What is remark- 
able, is, that theſe very Seceders have ſince ad: opted the new mode of ſinging, 
Which was the ſole ſource of the original rupture. Their preſent miniſter is the 
ſebond, who has held that office. He is a very ſocial good fort of a man, and 
W a conſiderable degree of moderation. | 


dental diſtreſs. 


Craigievar i 15 patron, and titular of the teinds. Tie chuck 
was built in 1737, and the manſe in 1752. A new ſet of of. 
_ fices was built in 1790, with a ſlate roof, the firſt that ha 
been ſo well finiſhed in the county of Aberdeen. The heri. 
| tors, however, in ſeveral other pariſhes, being convinced, 
N that this is by far the moſt durable, and conſequently, upon 
the whole, the cheapeſt roof, there is little doubt, when r. 
pairs are found neceſſary, but that this mode will be adopt. 
ed. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 1o0 merks. He has alſo 11 
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7s. Sterling, paid him as Seſſion-Clerk. For ſome years paſt, 


The fees far 
teaching are 2 8. 6d. for Latin, 2 s. for arithmetic, Is. 64, far 
. and d writing, and 1 8. for reading. 


the number of ſcholars has been very ſmall. 


5 Nees The provißon for the poor is ſmall. The ſeſſion fund, 
however, which is about 501., is rather increaſing. The annu- 
al collections for their relief, after deducting the clerk's ſalary, 
will be about 61. Sterling. There are 5 at preſent upon the 
| Poor's roll; but all of them are able to do ſomething fortheir 


oon ſupport. Beſides the quarterly diſtributions to the poor, 


occaſional ſupplies are alſo given to thoſe who fall into acc 
Yearly collections are made in all the parih- 
es of this and the neighbouring counties, for the ſupport of 


the Aberdeen HI ry 


5 ni prejudices of the people in this neigh- 
bourhood, are ſtrongly bent againſt inoculation for the ſmall 
| pox. Some months ago, when the preſent incumbent had 


a child inoculated, one man, who has a numerous young 
family, by a ſecond wiſe, (his children of the firſt mar- 
riage having ſuffered extremely by the ſmall pox,) was deli- 


rous that his young family ſhould undergo that operation. 


They were e accordingly inoculated, and got through remark- 
ably 


ung 


ar- 
leſi 
ion. 
k- 
bly 


of Tough. — 


au wer; but Þ viadent were the Beelen of the people, : 
mat, it ig ſaid, ſome of them declared, if the inoculated 

children had died, they would have conſidered it as a juſt 
diſpenſation of Providence. It is to be hoped, however, that 
i few hte ſucceſsful inſtances, will have a tendency to re- 

move 6 'Wnfottunate an idea. Above all, if the more diſ- 
ceming heads of families were attentively to read the Statiſ- 
tical Survey, it might be of conſiderable ſervice t to en, in that . 
25 well as in many other . Z 


Senn Wage, G. There are only 25 male, and 19 fe- 
male ſervants in this pariſh. It will no doubt appear ſtrange, 
that this number is ſo ſmall. Many of the houſeholders have 
ſons and daughters, who affiſt at their work; and theſe are not : 
reckoned among the number of hired ſervants. Many of the 
houſeholders are crofters, and they need no ſervants, The 
wages of a plonghman are about 5 1. Sterling, and the Wa- 
ges of a female ſervant about 2 1. Many ſervants are engaged 
only during the weeks of the harveſt, and in that time, a man 
ſervant will ſometimes receive 21. and a woman 1 J.; though, 
if the weather be favourable, the harveſt will be finiſhed in 
the courſe of 5 weeks. The day's wages of a labouring man, 
are from 8 d. to 1 8. without victuals; a taylor's wages 6 d. 
or 5d. and his victuals. 1 he wages of a common labourer, 
when married, are ſcarcely ſufficient to enable him to bring 
up a family. About 20 years ago, a dozen of eggs ſold 
lor a penny; a hen for 4 d. a pound of butter (28 oz.) at 4d; 
a pound of beef 2 d. All cheſe artieles now give double the 
old price, x | 


Roads. The roads in this diſtci& are in a much better ſtate, 
than they have been, in any former period. But there is ſtill 
om dr 1 improvement in this reſpect. Some of the roads lie 

r= TA pretty 


268: 


pretty VER d, being made on a clay Nottoln; they become 
exceeding deep and heavy in the winter: nothing but raiſing 
them very high, and ſpreading plenty of gravel upon them, 
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will make them tolerable in that ſeaſon. The ſtate of the 
roads, has lately employed the attention of the gentlemen af 
property in this and the neighbouring pariſhes ; and, they 
ſeem to be thoroughly convinced, that, without good road, 
the improvement of their eſtates muſt proceed very {lon, 
A plan and eſtimate of a road, (without a pull in it,) from 
this place to Aberdeen, was, ſome weeks ago, given in to: 
meeting of landed gentlemen. The plan and eſtimate have 
met with their approbation, and thoſe moſt intereſted in this 
buſineſs; have ſubſcribed 5o per cent of their valued rent, ſ 
that it is to be hoped, this plan will ſoon be ENSOUted, The 
Nature labour 3 is n nenn, 


Fuel, G5. —The fuel principully uſed in this diſtrict, is pet 
and turf, which are in great plenty, of a good quality, and 
eaſily procured; the moſt remote parts being only about 1; 
miles, and many not half a mile from the moſs. This may 
be reckoned one of the principal advantages of the parilh, 
Another is, that thoſe, who hve at the foot of the hill 
already mentioned, may keep a number of ſheep, which 


need no ſhepherd ; and this is a conſiderable ſaying to the 
farmer, 


Ani ie Tcl can be ſaid, with certainty, under tit 
article of Antiquities, There was a ſhilling of Queen Eliza- 
| beth found ſome years ago in a moſs, at no great diſtance 
from the place where the battle of Alford was fouglt, be. 
tween Bailly and Montroſe. It is ſaid, Bailly's men fied 
through this moſs, and that ſome of them were buried in it 


It has, perhaps, been there ever ſince. Some time ago, 2 hy- 
| | | mal 


% Tough, | 269 
nan body, and a ſword, were found near the ſame ſpot. 
Hard by this moſs, there is a ſpot of ground, called the bleedy 


faulds, where it 15 probable the {laughter has been very con- 


Gderable in the chace. Near the ſame place, on the brow of 
a hill, there is a large ſtane ſtanding perpendicular, about 9 

feet round, and 124 high, which evidently appears to have 

been brought there by human induſtry. Beneath it, tradition 
ſays, that one of Macbeth's ſons is interred. However this 
may be, there are pretty evident marks of Macbeth having 
been in this part of the country. There are the remains of 
an encampment, near the Kirk of Lumphannan, where, it is 
ſaid, he and his army defended themſelves for a conſiderable . 
time. Near this camp, the country people ſhew where he fell, 

and the cairn under which he is buried. There are two or 


three large cairns which have never been opened; and there 


are ſeveral Druidical Temples in this diſtrict. One on a hill 5 
about 2 miles from the church, ſtill retains the name of the 
Old Kirk of Tough, ends 5 


Diſadvantages.— Some veſtiges of the feudal ſyſtem are ſtill 
diſoernible in this diſtrict. Several of the tenants are bound 
to perform certain ſervices to the landlord. It ought, how- 
ever to be remarked, that this | diſadvantage, or rather hard- 
ſhip, is by no means peculiar to the pariſh, but common to 
all in the neighbourhood ; but ſuch is the moderation of the 
proprietors here, that theſe ſervices are not often exacted, and 
never with rigour. But the principal local diſadvantage, 


which the pariſh labours under, is its diſtance from lime, none 
being nearer than Aberdeen. Limeſtone has indeed been diſ- 
covered in the pariſh, but when fire was applied, it all run in- 
to large lumps. It is to be hoped, that, by future trials, - by 
Cigging deeper in the rock, it may yet turn out to good ac- 
court, 
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count. Tt wouli be an invaluable ſource of i improvement to 
this air, n if coals | were got Py free. 


8 Pan Oc. — The people are 0 conernl viry Induſt. 
ous, frugal, humane, and obliging. Their morals are thought 
do be ſtrifter now than 40 or 50 years ago. Exen the Sece. 
ders have loſt a great deal of that fiery, intemperate el, 
which ſo ſtrongly marked their character, about the time of 
their firſt ſettlement in this pariſh. There is no inſtance, in 
the memory of man, of any individual being baniſhed or capi. 
tally convicted. The general fize of the people is about; 
feet 8 inches. There are ſome individuals about fix feet, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —The principal manufacture, in 
this and the neighbouring pariſhes, is the knitting of ſtock. 

ings, In this the females are conſtantly employed, except 
during the weeks of harveſt. In the year 1782 and 178;, 
great ſcarcity prevailed, and had not a conſiderable quantity 
of peaſemeal been procured from abroad, and ſent to this 
country from Aberdeen, many cf the inhabitants muſt have 
been in danger of periſhing. It ought, however, to be re. 
marked, that the women did ſo much extra work, by knit- 
ting ſtockings, and the men by building dykes, that they 
earned double the ſum they uſually gain in the ſame time; ſo 
that the loſs they ſuſtained was not great, and the ſcarcity 
was but little felt.— There are two or three tippling houſes 


in the pariſh, which have an evident tendency to corrupt the 


' morals of the people. A good inn, for the accommodation 
of travellers, is much wanted ; and, it 1s preſumed, a proper 


inn-keeper would meet with good encouragement, as the pub- 


lic road, from Aberdeen to Strath-don and the adjacent COU! 
try, paſſes through this pariſh, 
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Vo. Xv. 
TOWN AND PARISH or STIRLING. 


( Coty and P reſtytery . 2 mod of Perth aid Stir- 
lng. 


By the Rev. Mr. Jaws SOMERVILLE, one of the Mini ifters of 
that Town. | 


Origin of the Name. 


HE town and pariſh of Stirling have the ſame name. 

In all records of any antiquity, it is written Str pveine, 
or PR ; and it is conjectured to have derived this name 
from the Scotch word fr yve, becauſe of the frequent conten- 
tions about the poſſeſſion of it, which aroſe among the differ- 
ent clans, in the days of ancient feud and barbariſm. This, 
however, is mere conjecture, as all diſquiſitions about the 
origin of names generally are. Buchanan and other Latin au- 
thors uniformally call it Sterlinum. The town's ancient ſeal 
has, on one ſide, a crucifix erected on a bridge, with this in- 
ſcription, Hic armis Bruti, Scott flant bac cruce tuti. On the 
reverſe is a fortalice, ſurrounded with trees, with t':c infcrip- 
tion, Continet Boc nemus et caſtrum Strivilenſe. The town has 
another ſeal, which contains the arms, viz, A Wolf upon a 
rock, inſcribed Oppidum Sterlini. 
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Extent, Ge —The pariſh of Stirling is etiiefln :confing to 
the town. The whole land in it does not exceed! 2001 fete 
The caftle, with the conſtabulary, by which is meant a (mal 
Portion of land, formerly annexed to the, office of canſiable, 
are not reckoned in the pariſh of Stirlinga! As. listle are the 
Royal Domains, or King's park. „he ard Nee 
From all parochial aſſeſſment, and are an the pariſh anly; ug 
_ acra, and that only ſince the ohaplain|;ceaſed, to ffinf 
reſide in the caſtle, The landward paxt of the pariſh digg be. 
| tween the town and the Forth. It extefds along the.ſont 
ſide of the river, from Kildean, about a mile above the bridge 
of Stirling, to the caſt of the town, with ſome parks on the 
: the ſouth of it. Theſe lands, on an average, are rentad at 
50 s. per acre, The ſmall village, called the Abbey, ich 
cccupies the place where the celehrated Ahhacy of Cambul- 
kenneth once ſtood, and which im ſituated ima northern lin 
of the Forth, eaſt from Stirling, has hirherto, Hlong with the be. 
xony of Cambuſkenneth, in which ibis:Gzuared, been reckonsl 
; Part of the pariſh of Stirling. ; What gave riſe to this arrange. 
ment is not known, unleſs it was, i that the ſervants belongigg 
to the Abbacy worſhipped in Süürling or that the Canons, 
Monks or Friars of that monaſtery, performed divine ſervice, 
In the church of Stirling, and formed a kind of connexion 
Which continued to ſubſiſt after the reformation. One thing 
is certain, that it has ſubſiſted; for there is actually a ſeat in 
the church of Stirling, allotted for the inhabitants of that vi- 
lage; and it appears, that an elder from it has fat in the fei. 
ſion of Stirling, almoſt uniformly ſince the year 1559. It 
barony of Cambuſkenneth pays a part of the ſtipend of tis 
firſt miniſter of Stirling; but it is ſubject to poor's rates in 


the pariſh of Logie, and to the juriſdiction of the ſherilf ol 


Clackmannan. The commiſſary of Stirling alſo exerciſes bi 


Juriſdiction over it, as a part of the pariſh of Stirling ; aud 
the 


in esu. „ 


the cominifary of Damblabe exerciſes his badges, as v 
ing within che pati of Logie. n 


'mall om} es ass ei i G 77 | | | 
able, "ods dads eee Sivttion of Sthiing is alfo 
© the ſeckoned bey Healthy. The height of the rock, on which 


it flands; above the level of the flat carſe grounds, no doubt 
nib tren to this: effect. Epidemical diſeaſes are 

ſearcely Kb wu. At this vbry time there are four or five per- 
jos in Stirlieg above gou The Croup, or Cynanche Tracbea- 
lis*, fee * moſt fatal to children; the aſthma and pally 


ridge w old a 1 | 
n the 
ed at Ant of Stirling Suning is allowed to be a Hs abe con- 
which i d:rable antiquity. Buchanan mentions it again and again, 
wut b early as the ꝙth century, but gives no deſcription of it: 
in Wind to throw any light upon this ſubje&, from the town's 
e ba. I charters, is impoſſible. The moſt ancient of theſe records is 
ane granted by King Alexander I. and is dated at Kincardine, che 
ange- WW 19th of Auguſt, in the x2th year of his reign ; whereas there 
aging s reaſon to believe, that Stirling had been incorporated long 
nons, before, as the charter of Alezander is not a charter of erection, 
rvice, but only confers ſome additional privileges on the burghers 
exion end freemen. Alezander the I. who granted this charter, 
thing ended the throne anno 1409; and reigned 17 years. It 
at in Wi therefore bears date in 1120. About the middle of the 12th. 
d Vids century, it would appear to have become a place of royal re- 
e kel bdence. David I. kept his court at it, probably that he 
Tue night be near to the Abbacy of Cambuſkenneth, which he 
te founded anno 1147, and on which he laviſhed many marks 
es in Mok his favour. He brought the canons of that monaſtery from 
ie ol Vor. n.,. . 5 the 


Mh is a difeaſe of the Glottis, Laryns, or upper part of the Trachea, attended 
Vith hoarſeneſs, and a peculiar whizzing ſound in inſpiration, and a ſhrill ringing 
ound in ſpeaking and coughing, as if the noiſe came from a braſen tube, It ſel- 
bu attacks children before they are weaned, or after 12 years of age, 
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the neighbourhood of Arras, in the * of. Apa. 1 
ancient charters, they ſubſcribe themſelves Abhates. de Stryv 


ling. Alexander Miln, Abbot of that place, was the fir 


Prefident of the Court of Seſſion, inſtitutad hy James V, anno 
1532. The Abbacy now belongs to Cowan's Hoſpital In 
8 stirling, having been purehaſed from the Ppredeceſſory of My, 
Erſkine of Aloa, on whom the property of. theſe lands wn 


eonferred at the reformation. It is probable, that! Sl 
e the enn. 


hn” 2 „„ Ho 


tion to its Masten and eds; it, may. ; he 2 


Have undergone very little change, either in ſize, or in the 


number of its inhabitants, for the laſt 600 years, till vf 


lately. But to give an account of the antiquities of Stirling, 
however deſirable, would only be to wander into a labyrinth 


of conjecture. Mr. Nimmo, in his hiſtory of Stirlingſhire 


has ſaid all upon this ſubject, that can be ſtated with any de. 
gree of certainty. There is no regular annal, gr regiſter, u. 


ſpecting it, previous to the middle of the 1 5th century; and 


the only one that reaches back to that period, or near it, l 
the regiſter of ſaſines, commencing in 247 3˙ The council 
Fecords commence in 1 597. 


Situation as F ſituation of Stirling is r0- 
mantie. Raiſed on a rock in the middle of an extenſive plain, 
in the near neighbourhood of a winding river, which ſeems 


_ unwilling to part from it; and, having the full view of finely 


cultivated fields, bounded on the ſouth by riſing woodlands, and 
on the north by the Ochil hills, it is ſcarcely poſſible to imagine 


any landſcape more beautiful or pictureſque. Added to its 
fituation. which is lingularly beautiful, it has of late received 


many improvements, exceedingly conducive both to the com- 


fort and conveniency of the inhabitants. Water has been 


brought from a confiderable diſtance to ſupply the town. 
| Commodious 
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commodious ſchool e in airy Seeds and a | ſpacious 
market plate, have been erected within theſe few years. A f 
noble Walk along che fatumit of the rock, at the very root of 
the ſouth wall, from the one end of the town to the other, 
hated fröm the fun by a ſhelving thicket of fine thriving 
0 bus bern lately finiſhed at a confiderable expence. 
mis ant wich" is Perhaps the fineſt thing of the kind, that 
my Place can boaſt of, was begun, anno 1723, by a Mr. Edmon- 
lou of Cambus Wallace, and finiſhed only in the year 1791, 
under the patrohage ef the preſent magiſtrates. Much how- 
eret, as Has been done to improve the beauty of Stirling, a 


keit nl Mill remains to be done. The caftle and Gowan 


Hills; Which admit of great improvement, and which could 
50 way Hurt the fortreſs, though improved to the utmoſt, 
remain like all other government property, as barren, rugged, 
ant zeglected, as A -theiſtern Genius of the north had ſaid, 
Let chem "never Be ton Bu by the hand of Art or Induſlry. 
From an attetrti ve *obſetvation of the grounds on which 


| Stirling ſtands, and from the beſt traditional accounts, Stir- 


ling ſeems to have beet neither much increaſed nor diminiſh-. 
ed, for ſeveral centuries, © The court raiſed it to its preſent 
ſize, When that was withdrawn, neceſlity ſtimulated to in- 
duſtry and kept it up. It was erected into a royal burgh, 


probably as far back as the middle of the gth century. It 


holds the fifth place in the rank of royal burghs, and was 
one of the Curie quatuor burgorum, a court which gave birth 
to the preſent Convention of Burghs. The jealous and con- 
tracted ſpirit of incorporation, ever tenacious of ancient cuſ- 
toms, and hoſtile to all novelty and invention, nay, expul- 
ive of the enterpriſing ſtranger, has kept the inhabitants of | 
Stirling trudging on in the routine of their great-great- grand- 

lathers, as it muſt ever do thoſe of all places, where 1mprove- 


"4 is not forced, by peculiarly advantageous local circum- 
ances, 


M m 2 | Set 
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5 of 21 members, 14 of whom are merchants, and 5 tradeſmen, 
viz. a provoſt, 4 bailies, a dean; of guild, a treaſurer, 3 me. 
chant counſellors, and J deacons of trade. Beſudes. the or. 
nary juriſdiQtion in civil cauſes, which is common to the mz. | 
giſtrates of all royal boroughs, and to the ſheriffy of" vonties, 
the magiſtrates of this town have alſo an extehfive vrimitil 
_ juriſdiction, conferred upon them by their charters; equal ty 
the power of Sheriffs, within their territories ->Pfibr*to the 
year 1781, the old council elected the new one, I'T 'theinhers | 
at leaſt of the old council being changed yearly. Six ef the Wl neit 
7 trades ſent a leet of 4, and the bakers a leet of 8 to the Il und 
Council, who had power to put a negative upon the ane half the 


of Peers, confirming the decree of the Court of Seſſion, hi; 
Majeſty was pleaſed, in 1781, to reſtore it to its privileges of 


Set or | Conflituticn of the Burgh.—The town-conngil, config 


of each leet. Each incorporation choſe one out of the re. il By 
mainder, as their repreſentative i in council. :The' burgh for 
having been disfranchiſed in 1775, by a ſentence of the Houf 


election, by his poll warrant, in which he made the following 
alterations on the ſet. The guildry company of merchants, an- no 
nually ele& 4 members of the new council. The trades chool Wl 9 
their 7 repreſentatives, without ſending leets : only the old ere 
counſel previouſly declares 4 of the old deacons incapable of ﬀ #0 
being re-elected for the enſuing year. And there are till a WW vt 
leaſt eleven of the old council changed yearly, By the new Wl * 
ſet, as well as the old, the provoſt, bailies, treaſurer and con- Fa 
vener, cannot be continued in their offices more than 2 yea! dt! 
at a time. The dean of guild being now choſen by the com- In 
pany of merchants, is neceſſarily changed yearly, The trades br 
incorporated by royal charter are, the bakers, weavers, ham- lat 
mermen, ſkinners, butchers, tailors and ſhoemakers. Tix IM 


maltmen, barbers, and other profeſſions, have no repreſenta- Ve 


ave in council, nor any royal charter, but only acts of erec- 4 
| | | tion 5 


ality 


Mer. 
ordi. 


ma. 


40 fem a 16a. edhiacit, about ee vear 1720, or in 
e 1735. Euch perſon, upon entering, pays 21. 2 5. 
6d; for the fütds df te burgH; beſides what he pays to thoſe | 


of his OI Foetety - or incorporation. 


21 903 01 nommẽỹ ne i or - 


Fenulinr Law There is a remarkable bye · law of this com- 


munity, made in 169 5, which the members of council muſt 
zunnally take an 1eath to obſerve. By it they bind them- 
ſelyes,. to take no leaſe of any part of the public property, 


nales their management, nor to purchaſe any part of it; 


neither to receive any gratification out of the public funds, 
under pretence of a reward for their trouble, in going about 
the affairs of the borough, or of the hoſpitals founded in it. 
By this bye-law, alſo, a bonrd of auditors \ is elected annually, 


lor inſgecting the public accounts, conſiſting of 2 members 


choſen by the merchants at large, and 2 choſen 1 in Like's manner 5 


by the ſeven ro m0). ane 


Caſte 3 can tell, when the caſtle was built, any 
Dore than the town. Even the bridge, which is doubtleſs a 
work of much later date, has no memorial of the date of its 


erection. The whole town ſtands upon a rock, ſtretching 
from N. E. to S. W.; and, with the caſtle, fituated on the 


utmoſt prominence of the rock, towards the north, very 


much reſembles the ridge on which the high ſtreet and 


caſtle of Edinburgh are ſituated. Several of the houſes in 


Stirling, now ſtanding, are doubtleſs of very ancient date. 


In one, which was lately taken down, on the ſouth fide of the 
broad flreet, there was a ſtone marked IIII.—Mar's Work, a 


large and aukward edifice, was begun by the Earl of that 


name, anno 1570, While he was regent of Scotland, but ne- 
ver finiſhed. The tenement, called Argyll's Lodging, was built 


partly in the year 16 37, by Alexander, Viſcount of Stir- 
8 Ss FTT 


Churches, 
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-  Oburches, Wer The welt an Git tower were, it is is fl 
erected in the time of Alexander III, or at leaſt not later thay 
the year 1494, when probably James V. cauſed it to be built, 
| for the accommodation of ſome F. ranciſcan Friars, whom he 
had brought into this country, and ſettled in a convent, alot 
contiguons to this church. It has no date upon, f it [nl 
though of very beautiful architecture, it is now 0 much 
under ground, and ſo low roofed, that no reparation cafe ever 
render it a comfortable place of worſhip. Indeed, it has bett 
very little employed for that purpoſe fince the reformation, 
unleſs during the few years that Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine preach. 
ed in it, when the people of Stirling choſe to have a thirl 
miniſter. The eaſt church, the preſent place of worthip, wa 
erected by Cardinal Beaton, and is a more ſplendid and mag. 
nificent fabric, but is very little accommodated to the purpoſe 
of Preſbyterian worſhip. It would need to be almoſt totally 
altered and repaired, to render it either elegant or convenient, 
The abſard pretence of its area being private property, hell 
on no better ſecurity, than the gift or conveyance of the kirk. 
ſeſſion, (ſome of the poſſeſſors indecdtound upon grants from the 
towen- council, for fome trifling conſideration) is the great hin- 
drance to this moſt neceſſary reparation. The area of thi 
churches ought never to be the property of any but the com. 
munity at large. Common ſenſe, as well as religion, dic. 
tates that the poor ſhould have an opportunity of hearing the 
ol pel a as well as the rich. 


Feet: 72 aſtical Hiſtory. The charge of Stirling was mats 
| collegiate | in the year 1651. Previous to that period, we find 
a Mr. Robert Montgomery, a Mr. Patrick Simpſon, and a M. 
Henry Guthrie miniſters of Stirling. Montgomery was de- 
poſed by the aſſembly, for a ſimoniacal compact with the Duke 
of Lennox, about the biſhoprick of Glaſgow. Mr. Henry 


Guthrie was afterwards biſhop of Dunkeld, and wrote Me- 
1011s 


and 
ch 
ever 
been 
tion, 
ach. 
third 
Was 
nag- 
poſes 
tally 
nent, 
held 
kirk. 
n the 
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. moirs of Scottiſh 0 from 1 627 tothe death of Charles 1. * 


ſt appears from the council records, that this Mr. Guthrie, 


after his removal from Stirling, reſided at Kilſpindie. There 


be probably wrote his memoirs. In 1661, after the death of 
james Guthrie, the council ſent ſeveral deputations to invite 
him back to his charge i in Stirling; but he declined it, on ac- 
count of bad health. Mr. Nimmo mentions another Mr. 


Henry Guthrie, who was executed in the beginning of the : 
reign of Charles II. on account of his activity in oppoſing 


the meaſures of the court. But this certainly was the cele- 


brated Mr, James, who was beheaded in the year 1661, and 
who was miniſter of Stirling at that period, along with a Mr. 


David Bennet, There are ſome of the ſaid James's books, 


with the chair in whieh he ſat, ſtill in the manſe of Stirling. 


In the council records, a Mr. Tm Allan is mentioned as * nets 
to Mr. Bennet “. | 

Mr. Ebenezer Erkkine was ſettled. 3d ine in 1731, 
where he continued, till he was depoſed by the General Aſ- 


{embly in 17 38. h this, Mr. Erſkine, and three of his bre- 


thren, 


P By 0 of — 2. Wäre 1605 Ms. Andrew Kynnier, miniſter of Eaſt 
Calder, was called and collated by the biſhop of Edinburgh as miviſter, along 
with Mr. Matthias Simpſon, who ſucceeded Mr. Bennet. In 1665, Mr. James 
Forſyth was firſt miniſter, In 1668, Mr. Patrick Murray was made 2d. miniſter, 
in the room of Mr, Kynnicr who had died in 1664. But from the public confu- 
lion of that period, the vacancy was not ſooner ſupplied. An act of 22d January 


1676,appoints a commiſſioner to go to Edinburgh or St. Andrews, to ſpeak to the 
achbiſhop of St. Andrews, and offer to him the perſon whom the council has 


oſen to be firſt miniſter of this burgh ; and to deal with his Grace eflectually 
thereanent. The miniſter's name is not mentioned. | 

An Act is recorded gth Auguſt 1670, anent ſupplying the vacancy of the rſt 
Charge, by the death of Dr. William Pearſone. | 

28th Auguſt 1679, Mr. John Munro is preſented by the Council. 


On the xoth June 1682, Mr. James Hunter miniſter at Ponying, is choſen 


ad miniſter, in room of Mr. Patrick Murray deceaſed. 
From this period, to the 1694, there is no mention of the miniſters of icing 
iu the records. From the 1694, we have Meſſrs. Robert Rule, John Forreſter, 


James Briſbane, Archibald M*Aulay, Charles Muir, and Alexander Hamilton. 
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thren, Mr. Wilſon of Perth, Mr. Alexander Wont of 
| Abernethy, and Mr. James F iſher of Kinclaven, ſeceded from 
the church of Scotland, and tiled themſelves the A/hcinrey 
| Brethren. About tlie year 1744, ſome fcruples were ſuggeſt. 
ed to theſe brethren, then formed into a ſynod, with other; 
who had acceded to them, about the Burgeſs Oath, by Mi. 
Moncrieff, which, in 1748, produced a ſchiſm among them, 

At the head of the Aſſociate Synod remained Mr. Ebenezer 
Erſkine, and at the head of the other party, who called them. 
ſelves Antiburghers, appeated Mr. Adam Gibb. Mr. Gibb 
excommunicated Mr, Erſkine and his affociates. The excep. 
tionable clauſe in the burgeſs oath runs thus: Here I pro- 
<< teſt before God and your Lordſhips, that I profeſs and al. 
„low with my heart, the true religion preſently profeſſed 
within this realm, and authoriſed by the laws thereof; [ 
* ſhall abide thereat and defend the ſame to my life's end, 
« renouncing the Roman religion, called Papiſtry.“ 

The Antiburghers deereed, that it was inconſiſtent with the 
principles of the Seceſſion, to ſwear an attachment to the eſ- 
tabliſhed religion, after having deſerted it on account of it 
corruptions. The above burgeſs oath was uſed at Perth. In 
Stirling, there never was a word about religion in it, unti 
ſome few years ago, the following clauſe was introduced, at 
the deſire of ſome of the Antiburghers, to ſcreen them from 
the cenſure of their miniſter and ſeſſion. « J ſwear to be 1 
a faithful burgeſs to the burgh of Stirling, to obey the na. 
« giſtrates thereof, and town officers having their lawtul 
commands, The additional clauſe follows: In matitr» 
ce purely civil, ſo far as agreeable to the word of God. 

Since the depoſition of Mr. Erikine, the third charge of 


Stirling has never been filled“. It was allowed to fall into 
| diſuſe 


From the 1) 38, Mr. Thomas Turner, Mr. Daniel Macqueen, and Mr 


John EIT in _ the firſt charge, Thomas Cleland, Thomas Randal, 
| Waltes 


ze of 

into 
liſuſe 
d Mr. 
andal, 
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diluſe by the preſpytery. Whether the aſſembly gave theit 


ſanction to this, is uncertain. A manſe was bequeathed to 


the miniſter of the firſt charge, during the laſt century, by a 8 


Colonel EDMOND, who was a native of Stirling, and who, af- 


ter riſing to rank and affluence, as a ſoldier of fortune, gave 


this teſtimony of reſpect to the place of his nativity, The 2d 

miniſter has no manſe. They have each of them 1161. of 
ſtipend. The ſtipend of the iſt miniſter is paid out of tlie 
tiends, and collected by the town, in conſequence of an agree- 
ment betwixt the miniſter and town to that effect. The ſti- 
pend of the 2d is paid by the town, from an impoſt on the 
malt ground at the town mill. The chaplainry of the caſtle, 
procured through the intereſt of the town, is veſted in the 
bt miniſter only, during life, | 


Schools —At the n ſchool, which has two teachers, 
a rector and uſher, 70 boys, on an average, are educated an- 
The preſent rector, Dr. Doig, a man of diſtinguiſh- 
ed eminence in his profeſſion, is growing up in years, and 
declines the trouble of boarders, otherwiſe the ſchool might 
At the writing ſchool, the number of 
ſcholars is annually about 100. There are two eſtabliſhed 
Engliſh teachers, and a teacher in Allan's hoſpital, permitted 
by the town, to receive Engliſh ſcholars, who may have un- 
der their care annually, about 200 children. The ſalary of 
the rector is 40 I. yearly, and a houſe. The other teachers 
have from 20 . to 30 J. OY annual ſalary. : 85 


nually. 


be more numerous. 


Population, —About 40 years ago, it is ſaid, ſcarcely any 
houſe was repaired till it fell. Even then, it was often al- 


Vor. VIII. N n 


lowed. 


Walter Buchanan, and James Sommerville i in the ſecond, have ſueceſſively 614 
che cure of Stirling. 


*" theſe 4698, there are belonging to the Eſtabliſhed | 
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Jowed to lie for ſeveral years in ruins. Now, houſes are rebuilt 
before they are totally decayed, and within the laſt 20 years, more 
houſes have been built and repaired, than was done before in 
the courſe of half a century. Though more than 30 nen 


houſes have been built lately in the town and environs, ſome 
will not admit that the population 1s increaſed. The inha 


bitants, it is faid, now chooſe to occupy more room.— That 
may be the caſe ; but by the return made to Dr. Webſter, in 


the year 1755, the ſouls in the pariſh of Stirling amounted on. 


ly to 3951; whereas, by a pretty accurate ſurvey, made 
in the year 1790, there were 1188 heads of families, and 
4483 ſouls. —Befides, in this liſt, there are above 3o families 
in the environs of the town, not included. As the inrolment 
of the year 1790 was deemed incomplete, a new one was 


made this year, (1792,) and the number of ſouls in the parih 
was found to be 4698. Since the commencement of the ſum- 


mer 1792, they are probably augmented to 5000, by the in- 
creaſe of hands employed in the Cotton manufactory. 


Alinifters Prof: 


Church, — — 4 — — 2 2795 
— — - The e Wer - 33 1415 

— —— The Antiburgher ditto, 2 * - 175 

| — — Cameromans, - - | - E 120 
— Epiſcopalians, chiefly W „ = oF 
- Phe Preſbytery of Relief, ENS. | 74 
—— Du ——— Berecans, or the diſciples of Mr. Barclay, "i 
4098 
0t 


It will not appear ſurpriſing, that there are fo many Burgher Haar: in Stirling 
when it is recollected, that the Seceſſion 20as begun in this place, by Mr. Ebenezer Erftict, 
=oho, by his bighly popular talents, drew ſush numbers after him, This ſpirit, a,, 
zu hen once it is introduced, uniformly becomes hereditary. Beſides, from the ſeantines f 


vom in the 6hu;h, it is certain, that many take [cats in that meeting, who are never in di. 
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Clergymen, 8 western, 68 
Phyſicians, WG, 1 Hammermen, 3 5 
- Surgeons, .- = 3 '-  Ubingers, ' - # 
Writerly-. mt: 18 19 Butcherrr 2 

| Merchants . 3% ĩ ͤ 4 . 

Baker, = 12 Shoe makers, 18 


Liſt of Births, Deaths, &c. for three years preceding 1792. 


| Years  Baptiſms*. Marriages, Burials, 

2388. bg 43 30 
1789. VVV 
1790. Ws CIS "5% 68 


halloons, manutactured in Stirling to a conſiderable extent, 
were ſent over to the Low Countries. Bruges was then the 
ſtaple port for Scotch commodities. The manufacturers miſ- 
taking their own intereſt, and debaſing the quality of their 
ſhalloons, ſoon loſl, however, the advantages of that gainful _ 
branch of trade, and the town became miſerably poor. 
Though the manufacture was greatly hurt by ſuch conduct, 
jet it was never entirely dropt. Coarſe ſhalloons continued 
to be manufactured in Stirling; and at preſent this branch is | 
conſiderably revived. For ſeveral years paſt, perhaps not 
leſs than 200,000 yards of this commodity have been annual- 
ly manufactured in Stirling, and its neighbourhood. To- 
wards the beginning of this century, and during the decay of 
the ihalloon manufactory, that of the Tartan ſtarted up in its 
place. It continued to flouriſh till about the year 1760, but 
is now almoſt dwindled away. At preſent, the carpet manu- 
ature flouriſhes. For ſeveral years, one company has em- 
Nun 2 plwKuaoyed 
tual communion twitb them. Per baßs, through length of time, neceſſity, more than any 


thing elſe, obliges many to connect themſelves with theſe, with whom, ſer a long time, they 
only ſeemed to aſſociate. 


* 133 » . « . 
The 275 of baptiſms 75 by u means complete, 
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them. Coals are 1 ; the rents of houſes are low, and 
wages very moderate 
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| Hloyed I2 1 looms i in that work, 15 produced carpets of very 
fine colour, and the very beſt quality. Another company 
_ employs about 8 looms : and this year a third company haz 
begun work, and mean to employ not leſs than 12 looms, 
There are in all betwixt 30 and 40 looms conſtantly employ. 
ed. The dyers are reckoned eminently {killed in their pro. 
feſſion, and the colouring of the 1 0 15 | allowed to 
be very fine. 


The cotton manuſalture alſo begins to take pace bem 


Three companies from Glaſgow give out cotton yarn to be 


woven, and one of them have about 40 little girls engaged at 
the tambour. Another company have this year got jennies; 
and though erected only at Whitſunday laſt, are juſt now en. 


ploying 50 looms to ſpin their own yarn, Near 100 perſons 
young and old, are already employed by this new company, 
There may be in all 260 looms employed in weaving coarle 


muſlin, Wool ſpinning is likewiſe carried on to a conſider. 


able extent. There are above 100 employed by one mal! 
in this work, in teaſing, Wit and combing the wool, aac 


making it ready for the wheel. | 

The river Forth runs ſo TENT. In the . of Sti. 
ling, that mills cannot be erected for the purpoſe of mam. 
factures. In every other reſpect, Stirling is favourable far 


Bunks, 


* 'The wages of a maſon per day, are Is, 8 d.; ofa labourer from 1 U b 


I 8. 2 d. Wrights get 1 8. 6 d.; Taylors Is. Shoemakers are paid by the piece. 
A man ſervant. gets, per annum, from 41. to 51.3 a maid ſervant about 1 


10 8. per half year, or from 50 s. to 31. per annum. The average price of buche 
meat is 4 d. per Ib. throughout the year, The bear and bread in Stirling are.. 
zowed to be of the very beſt qus ality | 
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of Stirling. 


Banks —There a are three banks in Stirling. The Bank of 
Stirling ; that of Campbell and Thomſon ; and that of Belch 
and Company; beſides a branch of the Old Bank of Scotland. 
The laſt, and t two firſt, do buſineſs to a conſiderable extent, | 


Fiſtery . 15 00 fihery 1 belonging to the town, which, 
but a few years ago, brought a revenue of 301, now brings oy 
4051, It is let to a company, who ſend the fiſh chiefly to the 
London and Edinburgh markets, There was, in the late leaſe, 
no reſervation in favour of the inhabitants, which ſometimes : 
oceaſions murmuring, as the ſalmon is often higher priced in 
the Stirling market, — even in that of Edipburgh, 1 


Hoſpitals, Vc. There are three hoſpitals. The &rft 15 that 25 
endowed by ROBERT SIT TAL, taylor to King James V. The 
date of the mortification is not on record. It is ſuppoſed to have 
been about 1 530. The original ſum is not known. It was 
mortified for the fupport and relief of poor tradeſmen. There 
was a houſe built for their reception, at the foot of Mary's 
Wynd ; but it is probable they never occupied it, as there is | 
not ſo much as a ſingle tradition where it ſtood. The funds 
were laid out on lands in the neighbourhood of Stirling, 
The preſent yearly rent of theſe lands is 2211. Mr. Nimmo, 
who ſpeaks from report only, makes it 300 l.; and from 
the ſame ſource, makes the yearly income of Allan's Hoſpital 
allo 1001. more than it really is. At preſent, there are 44 pen- 
lioners on Spittal's Hoſpital, 16 of whom, who were deacons 
of trade, receive per week I 5. 4 d.: the reſt have weekly x s. 
2d, The annual expenditure, for the ſupport of the poor on 
this foundation, is about 1721. Sterling. The managers of 
this hoſpital are at preſent increaſing the funds. The charter 
being loſt, the patrons have no rule for diſtributing the funds 
qut cuſtom, There is no proviſion from this hoſpital for the 


widows 
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| happily overlooked by the founder. A poor widow, ſirippe4 


to the appointment of the founder. The pride of the decayel 
| brethren made them ſpurn at the idea of leaving their own 
| Houſes, and retiring into an hoſpital, to be ſupported on 
| lowed te accumulate. The houſe ſtood empty for nearly tix 
| whole of that period, nor was it ever completely occu- 


The managers appointed by the founder were the town coun- 


it was reſolved, to alter the mode of diſpenſing the charity, 


_ cayed guild-brethren, but their widows and daughters are ad- 


widows of Jeenyud tradeſmen. There have been — 
this, however, though they are never admitted on the pen. 
ſion liſt. This had been a much better charity; but was un. 


in inc 
reſt ol 


of charitable ſupply, at the ſame time chat the loſes her nul. 1 


band, muſt be poor indeed. | naged 

- Cowan's HoseiTar comes next in n order. 1 was founds = 

He, and endowed by John Cowan, merchant in Stirling, anno 4 

1639, for the ſupport of 12 decayed guild brethren. The * 

original mortification was 2222 1. Sterling. There was 2 net 1 

genteel houſe erected by the patrons, after Cowan's death, . 
for the reception of the brethren on whom he had entailel 

his charity, The ſituation of this houſe is moſt beautiful nl x 

romantic. But what is ſurpriſing, there were ſcarcely any t 20 


be found who would accept the benefit of charity, according Ry 
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public charity. For upwards of go years, the funds were al 
pied. With the accumulated funds, lands were purchaſed, 
Among others, thoſe of the old Abbacy of Cambuſkennetl. 


cil, together with the firſt miniſter of Stirling. They knew 
not what to do with the revenue of the hoſpital, At length, 


{fill following out the fpirit of the inſtitution. Not only de- 


mitted to a ſhare in theſe funds. The preſent income of tn! Wl te 

lands belonging to Cowan's Hoſpital 1s 11581. Sterling, There I f. 

are above an hundred penſioners on this charity. They te- 

ceive weekly from 1 8. 6 d. to 2 8. 6 d. each, which amounts it 
s 10002117 


of Stirling. | — 


Ces of cally to about 6 582 1. Sterling. The Curplus 3 15 expended 
Ls ineidental charities, paying public burdens, and the inte- 


un. e of money lately borrowed to make an additional and ad- 
ippel 
r Hul. 


rantageous purchaſe of lands. The funds are carefully ma- 
naged, and, notwithſtanding the above. ou expenditures, 


muſt increaſe. 


undel Joux ALLAN writer in Stirling, i in ; emulation; very proba- 
4 by, of the benevolent example of the above mentioned gentle. 
he 


man, would alſo engage in the eſtabliſhment of an hoſpital. 
He had more experience, and was determined to render his 
bounty more extenſively uſeful and beneficial. About the 


2 nent 
death, 


tailed 1 1725, therefore, he mortified a ſam of money, not for 
ul nd the ſupport of the indigent ſquanderer, the negligent, and the 
n 1 OY aninduſtrious, but for the maintenance and education of the 
vin; BY children of decayed tradeſmen, The ſum mortified was 
cayed 22,000 merks, The managers are, the town council, and the 


on {cond miniſter. They laid out the money on lands. The 


yearly rental of theſe lands, at preſent, is 298 J. Sterling. 
There are now 14 boys, maintained clothed and educated on 
theſe funds. The maſter of the hoſpital receives at the rate 


ed on 
ere al. 
ly ti 

occu- 


: of 11 J. Sterling annually for each of them. They are admit- 
-haſed, 


ted at 5 years of age, and kept in the houſe till they are 14. 


noetl, Wi At leaving the hoſpital, they are allowed 100 merks to put 
coul- BY them to a trade. The annual expenditure upon the mainte- 
knew nance, clothing, and education of theſe boys, 1s about 164 1. 
engt dierling. According to a clauſe in Mr. Allan's will, order- 
narith, ing ſupply to be given from theſe funds, to any of his poor 
ly de. relations, who may be in indigent. circumſtances, there is at 
Ire ad- preſent about 37 J. Sterling yearly, paid to eight of his rela- 
5 tions, at the rate of 15. 9 d. per week. The ſurplus funds, 
ere | 


aſter paying public burdens, &c. go to accumulation. 
2 0 Beſides theſe charitable foundations, the funds of the guil- 
200” , or merchant company, detray the expence of educating 


the 


mall) 
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| the poor guild brethren? 5 childres, aſſiſt them in purchaf in 
clothes, and paying their apprentice fees. The Kirk. Sefa 
pays to 56 paupers annually about 931. Sterling, at the ras 
ot 64. per week to each. From the town's funds, there we 
| fix who receive about 161, Sterling annually, at the rate of 
1s. per week. They alſo pay for Ing 24 or 50 poor 
children to read Engliſh. 
To prevent the nuiſance of begging poor, a Rhine bes anny- 
al voluntary ſubſcription, was ſet on foot fome years ago, from 
which about 85 paupers receive annually I 561. Sterling, a 
the rate of 9d. each per week. Beſides all theſe charities, th 
Kirk-Seſſion diſtributes betwixt 401. and 501. Sterling a-ear 
to incidental poor. Nearly the ſame ſum, or more, is diſt. 
buted annually by the Burgher Seceſſion ; and the boxes of 
the different incorporations alſo give charity to a conſiderable 
extent. It is ſuppoſed, that Every 79th perſon in e ſe 
ceives charity. 
This may ſeem knitting ; and it old be ell to mel 
tion ſome of the more obvious cauſes, why there are ſo muy 
poor, and ſo great conſumption of charitable funds, in ſuch 
ſmall place as Stirling. It is generally ſaid, that Stirling being 
fo near the Highlands, and known to be rich in funds, a number 
of indigent people, while they are ſtill capable of labour, but 
have little or no proſpect of ſupport at home, ſhould infirmi- 
ty or old age come on, emigrate annually into Stirling, aol 
take up their reſidence there, till three years are elapſe, 
when they give in their claim for ſupport, and are of courle 
admitted as neceſſitous poor. It cannot be denied, but there 
may be ſome truth in the allegation, becauſe the greater num. 
ber of poor on the Stirling penſion liſts, are obviouſly of Ga- 
lic extraction. Their names are almoſt all Gaelic names. Be- 
fides, there can be no doubt, that the report of rich funds 
a ſtrong attraction. This circumſtance, of itſelf, chiefly mu 
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of Stirling. 289 
tiplies the poor. Increaſe the means of dependence, and the 
the effect is unavoidably increaſed. This is more eſpecially 
the caſe, if the funds are legally eſtabliſhed, and, if a certain 
age and deſcription entitles to 2 participation of theſe funds. 
t is more than preſumable, that all charitable ſupply, ex- 
cept in caſes of abſolute incapacity of labour, ſhould be caſu- 
al, exactly proportioned to the deficiency of active power, and 


dependent on the moſt accurate inveſtigation of the preſent 


circumſtances of the pauper. If this is not the caſe, it uni- 
forwly cuts the nerves of induſtry, and is a nuiſance to ſo- 
ciety, rather than an advantage. The indolent and the cla- 
morous, looking forward with ſolicitude to. that period, when 
they ſhall undoubtedly be entitled to ſupport by certain ſta- 


tute, remit every exertion, conſume like drones any little 


property that may remain to them, and fall at length, with 
eagerneſs, into the arms of provided and ſecured ſupport, with 
a haughty contempt to this ſacred dictate of common ſenſe, 
„That he who will not work, ſhould not eat,” 

The managers of the eſtabliſhed charitable funds in \ Stirling 
are perhaps as accurate, attentive, and impartial, as any ſuch 
body of men can be ; but they muſt walk by ſtatute, and are 
often obliged to admit upon the funds, thoſe who both can and 
pught to labour for their bread. This circumſtance has an 
influence extenſively pernicious. Indolence is contagious. | 


| They who are capable of labour, being rendered indolent and 


native, through dependence on ſecured ſupport, gave a tinc- 
ture to all their immediate connections. They are ever found 
among the ſauntering and the idle, and 933 nn 


the number of the poor. 


Nor can the ordinary managers of the poor's funds, how- 
ever attentive, always exclude the undeſerving.— They meet 
too ſeldom.— They have too little time.—They cannot be at 
tte pains to give incidental aid, the moſt uſeful and neceſ- 

% ceſſary 


: > men of landed property, who, 1n many places of Scotland, 


the funds of the poor. 
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fary of all charity. It is eaſier for them 404 for their treafuren 
to admit perſons to regular and ſtated penſions. Stated pen, 
ſions, except to the blind, the lame or the diſeaſed, are zl 
ways productive of dependence. They continue the demand 
on the pocr's fund; they increaſe the number of the poor. 
This cauſe indeed is not peculiar to Stirling. It operates in 
every place where the adminiflration is not in the hands of 
the Seſſion, who, from the frequency of their meetings, and 
their thorough. acquaintance with the circuryſtances of the 
poor, muſt ever be the moſt natural and judicious diſpenſers 


of public charity ; and there can be no doubt, but the gentle. 


have contributed to annibilate the Seſſions, will ſoon find the 
puniſhment of their folly, in the enormous weight of allch. 

ment, which they muſt lay upon their land, for the ſuppon of 
the daily increaſing poor. 

Ihe great number of low houſes i in Stirling augments the 
lit of the poor, The proprietors of ſuch houſes, unable or 
unwilling to repair them, can let them only to the poor, the 
fuggiih, or the depraved. None elſe will take them. lu 
ſuch uncomfortable habitations, the ſpirits of men are broken, 
or their health impaired ; and 9 don fall ei ou 


The low rate of female labour in Stirling, ! 15 another fin 
of poverty. The utmoſt a woman can earn by ſpinning wool, 
is 3d. a-day. With this they cannot maintain themſelves, 

pay the rent of a houſe, and get other neceſſaries. Such ſmall 


encouragement deſtroys induſtry. A female having ſo little 
Proſpect of advantage from her labour, is at no pains to be ex- 
: pert in it. Many of them will rather be idle altogether than 
When neceſſity urges, they are incapable of 
proficiency, and muſt either ſtarve or beg. There are, p- 


haps, few places 11 in Scotland, where the quantum of female 
labour 


turn a wheel. 
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kbour is leſs, becauſe it is ſo unproductive. Manufacturers 
hould conſider themlelves as 1 to increaſe the Ha of 
female labour. 5 
But perhaps the chief u of the numerous poor in Stir-⸗ 
ling is the caſtle. This may ſeem a paradox, but it is eaſy 


te an aſylum to invalids. About 100 of theſe are gener ally 
ſationed in it. Theſe men, who probably enliſted at firſt, 
from diſlike to labour and regularity, do not ſind, in the army, 
nuch opportunity of becoming attached either to induſtry or 
fbriety. Having generally $entraQted habits of thougitleſ- 
gels and diſſipation, they retire into the caſtle, very little qua- 
lifed to enjoy the advantages f that ſituation. Secured in 
bd. a-day, or looking forward to the Chelſea penſion; the low 
women in Stirling aſpire at a connection with them, and think, 

mat when they are wives of caſtle ſoldiers, they ſhall never 
want, When theſe invalids and penſioned ſoldiers are ſober 
ad induſtrious, they are very able, with their pay, to pro- 
vide a decent ſupport for their families ; but few of them are 

of this character. Being generally ignorant, vicious and de- 
dauched, they get wives like themſelves, or make them ſo. 
All their income is ufually ſpent with the day. They never 

get their houſes furniſhed. They live amidſt meanneſs and 
rags, Their minds are debaſed. Their children are trained 
up under the very worſt example. The fathers ſoon die, 
worn out with intemperance. They leave their families beg- 
pared, unprincipled and debauched. Theſe families are the 
urleries of beggars. Nearly one half of the an in Stir- 
ung ſpring from theſe nurſeries. 1 

Where there is ſo much poverty, there will of courſe be 
much baſeneſs and degeneracy of mind. True religion only 
can tame the heart, and ſweeten the manners of the poor. On 
tem, however, this 1s generally found to have little influence. 


— 3 | The 


o be explained. The ſole uſe of this fortreſs, at preſent, is to 


| . The ſtrong cravings of nature lead them another way. Nez 


Corn, 
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being but ill ſupplied, produce violence, chagrin, jealouh, 
and every ill paſſion. Give them, and they are tolerahly 
quiet and orderly ; but withhold or conſtrain, (both of which 
are often abſolutely neceſſary,) and they are clamorons, ſurh, 
invidious, and bent on every practice within their reach, hoy. 
ever criminal it may be, to obtain what they need. The 
manners of the inferior ranks in Stirling, muſt therefore he 
neceſſarily rough, petulant and diſagreeable. Harraſſed with 
perpetual anxieties about daily bread, they have little or n 
time to think of ſuperior objects; and either will not, or can. 
not come within the reach of thoſe important leſſons of divine 
truth, which ſapport the mind of man, and render him caln, 
patient and — even nn, the field ſhould 2 10 


But what ſtill farther induces this enn complaint, 
againſt the manners of the poor, is a circumſtance not peculiar 
to Stirling, though it takes place there. It is found in alma? 
every town, city, and borough, throughout Great Britain, 
and is ſingularly diſgraceful to a great and enlightened nation, 
There is generally no room in churches for the accommods- 
| tion of the poor. They muſt either loiter away the days df 
public ſolemnity, in floth and vicious indulgence at home, 
which they will very ſoon be inclined to do, or they mul. 
ſtand at an awful diſtance, in ſome cold unoccupied ares, 
| which very ſoon becomes irkſome and intolerable. Belidez 
in ſuch ſituations, it is ſcarcely poſſible they can receive much 
advantage from public inſtruction. Let a remedy be provit- 

ed for this evil: Let churches be built, or decent places pio- 
vided for the accommodation of the poor, and their mannes 
would ſoon be corrected, at much Jeſs expence, and mv 
more effectually, than by thouſands expended on the building 


of bridewells and correction houſes. Charity employed in 
| | Pl cventing 
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jrenting vice is n 1 That which | is employed 


in correcting it is often mere ſelfiſhneſs, 

The manners of the inferior ranks are alſo ich hurt 1 
gebaſed every where, by the great number of tippling houſes, 
and the low price of ardent ſpirits. Of theſe, the number in 
Stirling has been conſiderably diminiſhed for ſome years paſt, 
but ought to be ſtill more fo. In 1782, there were 94 licenſ- 
ed ale houſes in Stirling. In 1790, there were only 68. The 
tiference has ariſen probably from the additional tax. In 
1782, a licence coſt 1 J. 15., In 1790, a licence coſt x 1. 11 8. 
64, If the legiſlature would increaſe the tax upon the retail of ar- 
dent ſpirits, it is probable ſuch a ſtep would contribute much 
to prevent the growing depravity of the people. It would 
diminiſh the number of thoſe neſts of vitiation. It would 
leſſen their acceſſibility, eſpecially to the weaker ſex, who, 
from many circumſtances, are too eaſily led to haunt them. 
One of theſe muſt be particularly mentioned, though not pe- 
While females are ſervants in families of 
ſuperior rank, or even in the houſes of the better kind of 
tradeſmen, inſtead of receiving abundance of plain and whole- 
ſome food, which is their due, they are fooliſhly indulged | 


with luxuries, which they can taſte no more the moment they 


culiar to Stirling. 


become the wives of honeſt labourers. Feeling this change 
of ſituation, which occalions diſagreeable reflections, and ſub- 
jected to the uneaſineſſes unavoidably connected with their 
change of fate, they betake themſelves to ardent fpirits to kill 
their griefs, and are thus inſenſibly led into habits of intoxi- 


cation, which ruin themſelves, their intereſts, and their fa- 
milies in every reſpect. 


There is no cauſe of increaſing im- 
morality, among the lower ranks of the people, more abun- 
dant than this. There is none, which the care of magiitrates : 
and rulers ought to be more employed to prevent, If the 
mothers of families are corrupted, virtue mult be gone. 
Maſters ſhould have regard to the future intereſts of their ſer- 


vants | 
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vants, more than to their preſent Indulgence. Magiſtraty 
7 and rulers ſhould render the venom, winch | poiſons the moral pd ch1 
of the people, as inacceſſible as poſſible. labour, 


This is more in their power, and ate more prafticatl them t 

as well as likely to be more efficient in remedying mat 5 
evils, than the ſyſtem fo much in vogue among our preſent impoſt 
ſicioliſts in government, who are for pulling down every By 
7 a wiſe 


thing, in order, as they pretend, to build up a more perfed 
and beautiful edifice. Let the revenue laws be reviewed“, 

By them, the people have been in a manner compelled ty 
uſe ſpiritous liquors, for want of wholeſome beer. The pre. 


unavo 
among 


ſent mode of gauging the brewer, and of farming the duties on 
to the diſtiller, has the unavoidable effect of ruining the for. in ger 
mer, and encouraging the latter. The conſequence is, that _ 
the brewery, in moſt parts of Scotland, produces a thin vayid 12 
four ſtuff, under the name of ſmall beer, which is all that the loy t 
common people can poſſibly get for their money, unleſs they 2- 
go to the expence of Engliſh porter, now become the beve- cut 
mage of the more opulent. The poor labourer, finding that E pl 
the beer he purchaſes neither warms nor nouriſhes him, fe bd 
unavoidably to ardent ſpirits, now ſelling at a very redacel 
price. Co alone 
| Beſides, the diſtiller works, as it is called, againſt time, i. e. my 
he pays ſo much annually per gallon, for the contents of his aa 
: fill, and works without controul. It is ſaid, that a diſtiller lap! 
can now charge his ſtill, no leſs than 25 times in 24 hours, ou 
inſtead of once or twice as formerly, when he was regularly ay 
luryeyed. This pours in ſo great a quantity of the commo- ot 
_ dity to the market, that it cannot miſs being cheap, Hence 2 : 
the labourers take whiſky, with a little bread to their breaks i? 
Faſt, It inebriates and ſubverts the minds of men, women - 
5 {to1 


* Sanabilibus ægrotamus mabs, 
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8 and children, embeihbes their voice,” ares them noſe for - -: 
pralz hour, ruins their perſons, corrupts their hearts, and leads 
hem to think of plots, rebellion and every evil work. Take 
ale the tax off the brewery, and lay it on the diſtillery, and it is 
"_ inpoſfible to ſay how much the virtue and morals of the peo- 
W dle would be improved. This is an object ſurely worthy of 
oy 


a wiſe and virtuous adminiſtration. Theſe obſervations were 
anavoidable, from an attentive ſarvey of the manners of many 
among | the lower © ROK of the people. 


era er Wick reſpect to the manners of the inhabitants | 
in general, there. is a ſobriety, order, and decency among them, 
ſcarcely to be expected. The great body of the people, in 


2 durling, even of the principal 0 not yet think it be- 
oh low them to attend religious ordinances ; and, as a ow 
they who allow themſelves, in the practice of Jaunmng, or making 
4 acurſions on the Lord's day, for the lake either of buſineſs 
cet Ne pleaſure. Hence, there is among them, an external decorum 
FIR and ſoberneſs of mind, a freedom from giddineſs, extrava- 
ace! Face, and diſſipation, which reſpect for religious inſtitutions 
alone can produce. Urbanity and ſocial intercourſe are not un- 
14 frequent among them. The only thing which interrupts this 
* his is political jealouſy,—a2 demon, which, at certain ſeaſons, un- 
iler happily rages too much in almoſt every little burgh throughout 
a Scotland, Would magiſtracy uniformly maintain the dignity 
arly of that ſituation, and exert itſelf with ſpirit or boldneſs ſolely 
tor the public good, without any regard to the prolongation _ 
ence of their honour, but juſt as it reſults from public ſuffrage and 
Ws opinion, this evil would nearly expire. So far as this evil 


reſults from diſſentient principles in religion, it is leſs ſuſcep- 
and ble of cure. For this, no remedy can be found, but the re- 
8 {oration of religion itſelf, which always renders men forgiv- 

1 ing 


5 
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| ing, affeQtionate and gentle, and uniformly unites this in 
one. | 


Mt a Obſervations. — Stirling being ſituated on the 
iſthmus, betwixt the Forth and Clyde, is, by means of i 
bridge, the great thorough-fare of the north of Scotland, 
There are only two inns in it which deſerve the name. These 
are ipacious and good. The county meetings are uſually 
held in Stirling. There is no public room, or hall for thi 
_ purpoſe, —Stirling is one of the ſeats of the Circuit Court. 

The only jail in the county is here. The number of pri 
| foners is generally not great. For theſe three laſt yea, 
there have been only two criminal trials. Petty thefts anl 
debt are the ordinary cauſes of impriſonment.— The Falkirk 
diftri& of the county, being the moſt populons, and no pub. 
lic magiſtrate reſiding there, it uniformly furniſhes the geit. 
eſt number of priſoners.— The banditti always croud to a po. 

Pulous place, where there is no eſtabliſned authority. There 
could be, in every county, a public work-houſe, for the con- 
| finement of the pilferers and ſorners, who are found to be dl 

that county. Baniſhment only increaſes their neceſhty 0: 

ſtealing. | 


(Cou 


In the council houſe of Stirling is the * appointed by 
law to be the ſtandard of dry meaſure in Scotland, It is fs 
tuted and ordained, that the wheat firlot ſhall contain the full 


of this jugg twenty one times and one fourth; and that the 
Hrlot for barley, malt and oats, ſhall contain it 31 times. * 
The great number of public tranſactions, which have taken Wi an 
place in Stirling, and in the caſtle, would, of themſelves, fil * 
a volume; and, if deemed neceſſary to the Statiſtical account, 5 
can be found in Nimmo's hiſtory, and the Encyclopaedi | 
Britanni ica, under the article STIRLING, wy 
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NUMBER XV. 


PARISH OF K ELTON. 


(ny and Proiyery of Kirkeudbright e of Gallo- 


way. ** 


By the Rev. Mr. Tnouas HALLIDAY, 


Names, Situation, River, Extent and Soil, Wc. 

ELTON confiſts of three united pariſhes, Kelton, Gel- 

ſton, and Kirkcormock. Near the S. E. boundary of 
the pariſh, there 1s the veſtige of an old chapel, called Kir- 
nirren, ſuppoſed to have been deſigned for a Chapel of Eaſe. 
The etymology of theſe names 1s uncertain : probably they | 
are either of Celtic or Saxon original. 

The great military road from Dumfries to Port Patrick, 
runs through the pariſh for the {pace of four miles, in a 
direction nearly from N. E. to S. W. It is feparated from 
the pariſnes of Tongland and Balmaghie by the Dee, a river 
abounding with ſalmon of the richeſt quality and flavour. 

Kelton is about 6 miles in length. In breadth, it is 
very unequal. At a medium, it is oF three miles, and 
contains an area of above 9 500 ſquare acres. The foil ef the 
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ali! is exceedingly various, generally thin. ts ſome places, 

it is a fine loam; in others, it is a deep watery till, eſpecial. 
ly on the ſmall hills of a conical figure, with which the pariſh 
' abounds, Theſe little hills are all arable ; but they render 
the ſurface very uneven, The moſt luxuriant crops are pro. 
| duced, in general, when the ground is well manured with 
dung, lime, or marl. Lime is imported from England at 11 
Sterling per Carliſle buſhel. In the north end of che pariſh, 
there is abundance of the fineſt ſhell marl. On the 8. and 8. 
W. borders of the pariſh, there are ſome hills, moſtly coverel 
with heath. The higheſt of theſe is ſteep and 8 and riſes 
100 feet above ts level of the e fea. 


Clio and Diſeaſes, We. —Xelton- is ſeldom viſited. with 
- Golk fogs, or noxious damps, which are unfriendly to health, 
The air is, in general, dry and falubrions. No diſeaſes are 
known to prevail in the pariſh, but ſuch as appear in other 
places of the country, that are deemed healthful. Rheumatic 
complaints ſeem to prevail moſt. Fevers of different kinds 
now and then appear, and ſometimes conſumptions, &. The 
ravages of the ſmall pox are greatly prevented by the hu- 


mane and ſacceſsful plan of inoculation. Inſtances. of longe- 


vity have not been a wanting in Kelton. Seventy is not re. 
| Koned old age. Numbers arrive at 80 years, and ſeveral at 
90, and upwards. There is a woman now living in the p- 
riſh, aged between 97 and 100 years; and a woman died 
lately at the town of Caſtle-Douglas, having reached the long 
period of 107 or 108 years. She remembered King William 
the III's cavalry paſſing through this country to Ireland in 
1689. The heavieſt rains here are from the S. E., South, and 


38. W.; z and the Rrongelt winds are from the W. and S8. W. 
Pr oduet 
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Produre and Euportation.— The chief produce of Kelton is 
bits, which are of a very good quality. A conſiderable quan- 
tity of barley, and b:gg, or bear, is raiſed. in the pariſh; and 
ome wheat. Rye, peaſe, and beans, are not much cultivat- 
ei; but there is plenty of potatoes for home conſumption, 
and a good deal for exportation. The lands are generally 
aid down, or ſown out, with rye-graſs and clover. Few have 
yet paid attention to Turnips. The average exportation of 


it Wincheſter buſhels, or 22,500 Wincheſter buſhels in whole. 
The markets are, the north of England, and the weſt of Scot- 
land. The oats, when well cleaned, yield rather more than 
; ſtone of meal per buſhel, One great hindrance to improve- 
ments, in this place, is the high multures. Hemp and flax 
xe not much attended to in this pariſ nun. 


Black Cattle, Sheep, Ce. The ſtaple commodity of Galloway, 
which comprehends the ſhire of Wigton, and ſtewartry of 
Kirkeudbright, is black cattle and ſheep. Beſides what are 
uled in home conſumption, many thouſands of black cattle 
we annually driven to the Engliſh markets. The black cattle | 
in Kelton amount to above 2000, are ſtrong made, and of a 
middle ſize. The ſheep do not exceed ooo. Thoſe fed upon 
the hills are of the ſmall old breed of the country ; thoſe fed 
on the lower and improved grounds, are much larger; gene- 
nlly of a mixed Engliſh breed, and have finer wool ; but are 
ſtronger, and not ſo pleaſant to the taſte, as the ſmall kind. 
There are above 309 horſes in the pariſh, —There are 50 
Foughs, and 89 carts employed in huſbandry; ] 


Population, —The preſent ſtate of population in Kelton is 
3600 ſouls, The return to Dr. Webſter,*in 17 55, was 811; 
„ increaſe 


grain is, of late years, about 2000 bolls, each boll containing 
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increaſe 789. The proportion the ſexes bear to each otheri 


about 9o, or 91 males to 100 females, No diſtinct regiſler of 


births, marriages and deaths, has been kept in Kelton, fince 
the year 2727; and therefore, the different ages of the inh. 
bitants cannot, with any fort of preciſion, be aſcertained, 
The increaſe of population has been very conſiderable in the 
pariſh ſince the year 1765, and is ſtill advancing, with rapid 
Progreſs. Marriages and births are become very frequent, 
becauſe of the continual increaſe of the inhabitants. 


The different proſeſſions are as follows; 


Merchants, 5 14 


e,, 

Square-men or wrights, 9 Z 

j. TTT Pans” 

JJC 10 glater, - we 1 

Weavers, 3 | 14 | | Stocking weaver, . - I 
Batcher e, 14 Sadler, * 
Surgeon, I — 3 Tobacco ſpinners, | „ 
Shoemakers, 3 5 Carriers, „ 835 
Clockmaker, - Es DR, 5 —— 

In all, — - ES — 88 


Church, Schools, and Poor. —The King is ſole patron of the 
united pariſhes,” The ſtipend of Kelton, as ſettled in the year 
1788, is 801. Sterling neat, excluſive of a glebe of about 
| 35 acres. The manſe and offices were rebuilt in the year 
21777.—There are three ſchools in the pariſh, but they are 
One of theſe has only 21. 88. 9d. 
another 2 1. 10 8. and the principal ſchool about 8 1. 4 s. Ster- 
ling of annual ſalary, excluſive of ſchool wages, which are 
very low in this place, Above 50 ſcholars uſually attend 


very poorly endowed. 


each of theſe ſchools.—-The poor are, for the moſt part, ſup- 
_ plied by the collections made in the church. There are not 
above 12 at preſent upon the liſt, The collections for the 


poor amount to about 24 1. Sterling per annum, at an averages 
There 


There are no mortifications i in Kelton for the uſe of the poor. 


arommodation of the people. | 


n | are the fuel that has been commonly uſed 


port of Kirkcudbright, are ſold at 11. 8 s. Sterling per ton, 
excluſive of cartage, which, to the conſumer in Kelton, raiſes 
the price to 2 two ——B per ton 8 | 


Rent, FN G. The rental of Kelton, N as it ſtands 
upon the Ceſs Roll, is 35981. Scotch. The real rent is above 
43001, Sterling. There are 18 Heritors in the yur 7 of 


whom reſide. 


Villages and Markets, There are two villages in the pa- 
1b, both upon the military road, about a mile and a half 


largeſt, perhaps, of any in Scotland, where there is, generally, 
numbers of horſe-dealers reſort from England, Ireland, 


and hawkers frequent Kelton Hill fair. Upon the hill ad- 
joining to the village, where the fair is held, many large and 
well covered tents are erected by people from Dumfries, 

| Kirkcudbright, 


The ton of coal at Kirkcydbright, is 38 cwt . at 7 one Engliſh each ewt. 
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The church was rebuilt in the year 1743. In 1783, a large 
ale was added to it; and till, it is by far too "_ for the wy 


N 
* 


in Kelton; but they are now become very ſcarce, as the 
mols in moſt places, is nearly exhauſted, No coal has yet 
been found in this country, and the expence of that article 
from England is exceedingly high. Coals, at preſent, in the 


liſtant from each other. At the ſouth weſt village, called 
ut Rhonhouſe or Kelton Hill, there is held on the firſt Tueſday 
aſter the 17th day of June, O. S. an annual horſe fair, the 
a very fine ſhew of all ſorts of horſes. To this fair, vaſt 


and the eaſt, ſouth, and weſt of Scotland. Many: chapmen 
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Kirkeudbright, Gatehouſe of Fleet, &c. lored with Proviſions 
and all forts of liquors, for the accommodation and refreſh. 
ment of thoſe whoſe buſineſs calls them to the fair; and, co, 
- adering the vaſt concourſe of people upon that occaſion, they 
generally diſpoſe of their articles to advantage. The * 
| laſts only one day. At this place too, a weekly market fi 
black cattle is held upon Monday, beginning in O ober, aud 
ending in December, every year, n 


Trade and Manzfactures.— The other village, formerly 
called Carlinwark, now erected into a free and independent 

burgh of barony, and denominated Caſtle-Dowglas, after th 
ſuperior, is ſituated at the north corner of the Carlinwack 
| Loch. Within the limits of this burgh, there are, at preſent, 
between 600 and 70 inhabitants, where, 26 years ago, there 
were not 20. At this town a banking branch is now eſtab, 
| liſhed; and, two companies are engaged in the manufaQure 
of cotton: one of theſe companies, (in which the ſuperior, 
William Douglas Eſq. of Caftle-Douglas, a 
great property, and principal heritor of the pariſh, is concerts 
ed,) proceeds upon a pretty large ſcale, Here, likewile, 3 
foap-work, brewery, tannery, and woollen manufaQtory, are 
in contemplation. One great hindrance, however, to tit 
eſtabliſhment and carrying on of extenſive manufactures in this 
place, with ſucceſs, and to advantage, is the ſcarcity of fuel, 

Should a plan be adopted whereby to remedy that inconvell- 
ence, it would tend much to the benefit of Kelton, aud this 

country in general, Were the tax taken off the importation 
of coals from England, that ſalutary end would, perhaps, in 
A great meature, be attained. In regard to population, the 
town of Caſtle-Douglas, is increaſing with rapidity, and needs 
only manufactures to render it conſiderable “. 


. gentleman of 


Mages 


® There is a poſt office at Caſtle- Douglas, where mails are diſpatched and te. 
d ire- 


land 


te: ved every day, to and from all the principal poſt- offices in Great Britainan 


Mill 
mull, a 


1 man ſervant, fit for every branch of huſbandry, is from 8 
w o guineas per annum. And the wages given ts the beſt 


Sterling per annum. Tradeſmen have 18. 8 d. per day, and 


1 5, amounts to about 100. The female ſervants are nearly 
" double that number. REED PIE Fe e e 
07 8 

* n. There are three corn mills in the pariſh, one barley 
* mill, and one flax mill. Though flax is not much attended to in 
1 Kelton, the mill is ſupplied from the neighbourhood around . 
we. | | | | | Ry, 5 
„end Mart —Near the north corner of the pariſh, 
1 1 there is a lake, commonly called The Cariinwar Loch, along 
Y the weſt fide of which runs the milſtary road. The extent 


* ak this loch, before it was partly drained in the year 1765, 


vas 116 ſquare acres. - Ten feet of water were then taken off 


this ; en tal 
8 $ ſquare acres in extent. This loch is one great ſource of 
un emen te Kelton and the neighbourhood, It contains 
tion ND in 
3, in i kad. About fix years ago, the poſtages received at this office, amounted only to 


the dout 48 or 501. Sterling, and did not defray the expence of the eſtabliſhment. 


eeds Now it yields a revenue of 140 1. Sterling per annum, and is ſtill upon the increaſe. / 


* The rate of living bears a full proportion to the increaſe of wages, It is a 
Well known fact, that 50 years ago, 501. was more than equal to 1501. now: 


ages 

e great has been the advai ce of every article of living. Proviſions, &c. of 
my al kinds, till continue to rife in their price. 

id re: . 


e Kelton. . 03 


Wages, Servants, Ge. The common rate of wages g W 9 


women ſervants; are from 3 J. 10 8. to 41. 10 s. per annum. 
Forty years ago, the very beſt men ſervants received no more 
than 21. per annum, and the beſt female ſervants 15 8. Ster- 
ling. The common rate of wages, then, was conſiderably 
bwer than is ſtated above. Cotter's wages are now about 15 1. 


ſome receive more, excluſive of victuals. The number of 
men ſervants in Kelton, including cotters, of whom there are 
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in itſelf, and the moſſes adjoining, an inexhauſlible fund of gy 
very beſt ſhell marl. The marl is taken out of the loch by 
means of boats and ballaſt bags, wrought with a wheel; 
mode that is pretty expeditious ; and it is taken out of th 


| moſſes, in the way of — uſually ee in other park 
of the 3 | 


9 Jabprovements—Since the loch was drained, the face of the 
country, all around, has undergone a very wonderful changein 
point of improvement. Not only Kelton, but the pariſhes al 
Buittle, Croſsmichael, Balmaghie, Parton, Balmaclellan and 

| Kells, reap the benefit of the marl, from the Carlinwark 

Loch and its vicinity. Marl is carried from the Loch in fit 

| bottomed boats, along the canal to the Dee, in large quanti 
ties, for the improvement of the lands on each fide. It! 

_ conveyed up the river, by means of theſe flats, as far as Nen 
Galloway, to the diſtance of 15 or 16 miles“ Before the 
late improvements in huſbandry, the crops in this place were, 
in general, very light ; and the grain, in quantity and quality, 
inferior, by far, ti to what it is now. 


Antiquities.— At the N. E. boundary of the pariſh, there 
is the veſtige of an old Druidical temple, near to which there 
is an abundant ſpring of excellent water. It was, probably hel 
ſacred to the worſhip of the pagan God, Thor, From ti 
temple, the farm in which it is fituated, ſeems to have deriv- 
its name, 7hors or Tors, plural, being 1 now divided into uf- 
per, and nether. | 
When the water was let out of a Carlingwark loch, in 


the year 1755, at the mouth of the drain next to the Loci, 
there 


In the Carlingwark Loch, there are pikes, perches and ecls, which are cob. 
ſumed in the neighbourhood, 
7 
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chere was found a dam, or building of ſtone, moſs, and clay a5 
which appears to have been deſigned for deepening the Loch. 


Betore it was drained, there were two ifles in 8 Loch, the 


o Beſides the Hows 4 mentioned above, chere was one of ok weed and : 


earth, at the end of the town of Caſtle Douglas, now covered by the military 
road, About this place, many horſe-ſhoes were found, ſunk deep in the mud, 


of quite 2 different make from thoſe now in uſe. Several very large ſtag heads 


were got in the Loch; a large braſs pan was alſo found in it. Near the S. W. 
corner of the Loch, a braſs pugio, or dagger, 22 inches long, and plated with gold, 


was raiſed from the bottom in a bag of marl. The pugio is ia the poſſeſſion of : 
Mr, Gordon of Greenlaw. On the weſt ſide, near the ſouth corner of the och, 


between it and the military road, there is a ſmall piece of riſing ground, in view of 
the caſtle of Thrieve , and diſtant from it, a fu!] mile, called The Gallows Lot, 


on the top of this, ſtood a gibbe· or gallows, upon which were executed thoſe 


whom Douglas, Lord of Thrieve Caſtle, thought proper to criminate. Here, it 


is ſaid, MfClelland of Raeberry, Lord Kirkcudbright, was put to death by the 


command of Douglas, notwithſtanding the king's letters demanding his releaſe. 


This circumſtance proved fatal to Vouglas, his family and intereſt, in this part 


of the country. The remains of Raebery lie buried in the church of Kirkcor- 
mock, as appears from the inſcription upon a grave-ſtone there. In the centre 
of a cairn, near Geliton, was found a ſtone coflin, above 7 feet long, and 3 feet 
wide, in which were human bones, in length and thickneſs, larger by ſar than 
the now common ſize; alſo a braſs or copper helmet, with ſome other imple- 
ments of war, greatly corroded. Not ſar from this place, a nicely carved urn 


was dug out of the earth, filled with a reddiſh duſt. On the hills, near the S. E. 


boundary of the pariſh, there are the veſt:ges of two large Daniſh or Saxon en- 


campments, of a circular form, and not far from one another; the one 117, and 
the other 68 pa ces in diameter, ſtrongly fortified with triple walls of Gone, of a 


great thickneſs In the S. E. border of the pariffi, likewiſe, there has anciently 
been a pottery. The place, where the clay had been dug up for the work, is 
ſtill very diſcernible, and the fragments of carthen ware are frequently to be ſecn 
in the fields adjoining. From this work, the farm, in which it was ſituated, has 
derived its name, Peoitcrland. There are ſeveral beautiful moats in the pariſh, 


and the ruins of a caſtle that belonged to the Lords of Kirkcudbright, which had 


bern ſurrounded with a wide and deep ditch, filled with water. 
d The Cafile of TuR1Eve flands upon an ifland ſurrountled 6 by the Dee, and belongs to 


*e pariſh of Balmaghie. An accurate account of this ancieut aud famans Caſtle may br 


#1.in Mr. Gro8s's antiquities. 
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| 3 06 „ Statiſtical Account 
| 1 near ths north end, and the other near the ſouth end of 
| Theſe iſles were places of reſt, for large quantities of wa. 


Yr ter c wh, of various kinds, which annually came and bred 


there; even wild geeſe, it is ſaid, have been ſometimes known 
to breed on theſe iſles. There was always a tradition in the 
pariſh, that there had been a town in the Loch, which ſunk, 
or was drowned ; and that there were two churches or chapels 
one on each of the large iſles: There is alſo a tradition, that 
the cannon, with which James the I'Vth. battered the caſtle of 
Thrive, was made, (that is, the ſtaves were put together and 
hooped,) at Buchan's Croft on the weſt fide of the Loch, One 
of the balls, weighing 48 pounds, picked out of the wall of 
Thrieve, is now at Greenlaw, The veſtige, or foundation of 
an iron forge, was diſcovered on the ſouth iſle. Around it, 
: likewiſe, there had been a ſtone building, or rampart; and, 
: from this iſle, to the oppoſite fide, on the N. E. there is 3 
road of ſtone ſecured by piles of oak wood, with an opening, 
ſuppoſed to have been for a draw- bridge. In ſeveral places 
of the Loch, canoes were found, which appear to have been 
hollowed. after the manner of the American Savages, with 
fire. On a ſmall iſle, near the north end of the Loch, there 
was found a large iron mallet or hammer, ſtained on one end 
with blood. It is now in the hands of the Antiquarian $0- 
ciety at Edinburgh, and 15 ſuppoſed to have been an inſtru- 
ment uſed by the ancient Druids, in killing their ſacrifices. 
On ſeveral of the little iſles in the Loch, were large frames of 
black Oak, neatly joined. There are two ſmall iſles, that 
have been evidently formed by ſtrong piles of wood driven in- 
to the moſs and mar}, on which were placed large frames of 


85 black oak. The tops of theſe were fully ſix feet under water 
8 before the Loch Was drained. The deſign of theſe works 13 


not at preſent known. 
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baracter, . — The ei of Kelton are, in getr. 


zu intelligent, polite, ſocial, and hoſpitable people. In re b 
to elegance in houſes, neatneſs of dreſs and genteel living, 
they are equal, if not ſuperior to their neighbours around 
them, The ſentiments of the people of Kelton, with reſpect to 
religion and morality, are, for the moſt part, rational, juſt, and | 
free from bigotry.—None belonging to the pariſh, in the me- 
mory of the oldeſt-now living, have ſuffered the pains of law 


for any capital crime.—There are four noted inns in the pa- 


nin, and many ſmall tippling houſes. Theſe little gin ſhops 


have a ruinous effect, upon the health and morals of the low- 


er claſſes of the people; the adopting, therefore, ſome effectual 
meaſure for their ſuppreſſion, would be a buſineſs not un- 


worthy the attention of thoſe, to whom the palice of the 
tountry is intruſted, 
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N U MB E R XVI 
PARISH OF APPLEGARTH, 


(County and Synod of Dumfries —Preſb ytery of Lochmabend 


| Situation, Rivero, Extent, Oe. 


HE pariſh of Applegarth, or Applegirth, lies in that 
part of the ſhire of Dumfries, which was tormerly cal. 
Jed the Stewartry of Annandale. The river Annan divides it 

from the pariſhes of Lochmaben and Johnſton, ard the water 
of Dryfe, for a conſiderable way, from the pariſh of Dryſdale. 

Theſe two waters join together about a mile below the 

church. The ſouthermoſt part of the pariſh, is of a triangu- 

9 form. Its greateſt length from ſouth to north, is about 6, 

and its greateſt breadth from weſt to eaſt, about 5 miles. The 

diſtance from Dumfries, the county town, is about 11 miles, 

and from Annan about 12. 


Produce, Soil, TH — Theſe are alſo the neareſt ſea-port towns, 
and to one or other of theſe ports, the grain produced 1 in the 
pariſh 1 is uſually carried, and from thence exported either to 
T.ngland or Greenock. The barley is commonly lent to 


Liverpool, 


of Applegarth. = e 3g 


lirerpool, and the oat meal to Greenock, to fapply Glaſgow, 
Paiſley, and the weſt country, from which there 1s ſometimes | 
; conſiderable demand. The lands in the pariſh, in general, 
are good, eſpecially upon the banks of Annan and Dryfe. 


There is a good deal of what is called Volm land, which bears 


ery good crops of barley and oats. Sowing of wheat is not 
much uſed in the pariſh, nor in this part ef the country. 
Lime, which is now greatly uſed as a manure, is brought, at 
the diſtance of 12 miles, from the ſouthermoſt part of the pa- 
rſh, and is alſo carried to the high grounds, where the ſoil is 
not ſo good ; and in general goud crops! are h after 
= 


Roads, We —The great turn-pike road from Carliſle to 
Glaſgow and Edinburgh, paſſes through the pariſh, from 
ſouth to north, about ſix miles. This road was made about 
1; years ago, and has been of the higheſt advantage to the im- 
provernent of this neighbourbood. A mail coach, from London 
to Glaſgow, paſſes through the pariſh, every day, along the 


aid turn-pike road; and carriers almoſt daily from Glaſgow 


to Carliſle, and the manufacturing towns in England. There 
is a ſtage in the pariſh, viz. Dinwoodie Green, where the 
mail coach ſtops and changes horſes. This ſtage is only 5 


miles diſtant from the village of Lockerby, where there is a 


poſt office, Ix miles from Ecclesfechan, and 11 from Moffat, 


which are alſo ſtages, and have poſt offices, Through the lat- f 
ter village, a diligence paſſes from Dumfries to Edinburgh, 


z times a-week, which renders travelling from this part of 
the country, to Edinburgh and Glaſgow, very eaſy and con- 
venient, The pariſh is diſtant from Edinburgh about 60 
miles, and nearly an equal diſtance from Glaſgow. 


Proprietors and Rent. — There are fix heritors in the pariſh, 
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but only one of them reſides, viz. Sir William Jardine 0 of Ap: 
plegarth, Bart. who has the moſt conſiderable property i in it 
The valued rent is 6725 merks. The real rent is eſtimated 
at between 28co1. and 30091. Sterling; but the proprietor 
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are not all willing to diſcloſe the amount of their rents, 


Population, —The number of inhabitants, in the pariſh, have 
| greatly decreaſed within the laſt x5 years, owing to the pro- 
prietors of the lands, having conjoined a number of {mall 
farms together, and let them to one tenant. 
' females born in the pariſh are nearly equal. For the ſpace of 
15 years, there has been only eight more males born tha 
This, however, cannot be exactly aſcertained, for 
the Seceders ſeldom enter the names of their children in the 
regiſter. The following table exhibits the ancient t and Pres 


females. 


ſent ſtate of the population : 


Church, ge. The manſe is an old houſe, built upwards of 
60 years ago. The church is fituated near the river Annan, 
and 


PorULATION. Tas. of the Paz of ArriecarTy. 


| ee in the year 1777 = 5 - 943 
— e x 
Increaſe in 22 years, - 2 ĩð 46 
| Population i in 17925 = - 33 3 741 
| Decreaſe, on the whole; in 37 years, 8 1 56 
|; Average of births, * ; Eh Fl 141 
Number of males, 1 — — 357 
females, — — B 
Members of che Eſtabliſhed Church, 3 68 5 
Relief Congregation, - "08 -- 
—— —- Cameronians, - - - 3 
— Antiburghers, = 5 - 24 
1 Burghers, Ne — - = * 
-— Proprietors reſiding, - - | 
— — non-celiding, - 3 


The males and 


x dpplearth. 31 5 


jd uss built about 30 years ago. It is large and well built, 


and ſufficient, at preſent, to contain the whole inhabitants of the 


org the neighbouring pariſhes, for want of room in the churches, 
i; diſpenſed in the fields. The ſtipend has been, for upwards 
( 60 pears, 72 J. Sterling, including Communion Elements ; 5 
* but the Lords of Council and Seſſion have lately been pleaſ- 
1 ed to grant an augmentation of 4 chalders of victual, 2 f 


ſmall, only conſiſting of between 5 and 6 acres, 


mnexed to Applegarth, viz. Sibbaldbie and Dinwoodie. It 


ofEaſe to Applegarth. Sibbaldbie has been a diſtin@ pariſh ; 
and, ſome of the old people, now living, remember to have 
ken the church ſtanding, of which there are ſtill ſome veſti- 
ges. The miniſter of Applegarth was in uſe to officiate oc- 


tle patronage of Sibbaldbie. Sir William Jardine is patron 
of Applegarth, and claims alſo the patronage of Sibbaldbie. 


tary aſſeſsed themſelves with the payment of 5 1. Sterling an- 
mally, to one of the ſchoolmaſters, and 31. 6s. 8 d. to the 
other. There are about 10 or 12 perſons in the pariſh on the 


poor's lift, who occaſionally get a ſmall ſupply from the col- 
lections made in the church; and, there is a mortification of 


Au 


gariſh, It has a large jam, very commodious for diſpenſ- 
te ing the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which, in ſome of | 


T7 
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em meal, and 2 of them bear, which will now make the 
lipend 100 guineas a-year, or better. The glebe is very 


It is generally ſuppoſed, that there have been 2 pariſhes | 


is not certain, however, whether Dinwoodie was ever a diſ- | 
tia& pariſh or not. It appears rather to have been a Chapel 


cafionally at Sibbaldbie, The Marquis of Annandale claims 


Schools and Poor.—There are 2 ſchool-houſes lately built 
in the pariſh, at the expence of the heritors, who have volun- 


31. 68. 84. grauted by the family of Applegarth, which, by 
we deed of mortification, is to be diſtributed at the fight, and 
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by the re of the Kirk-Seffion, amongſt the Poor in the 
barony of Applegarth, and nine merk land of Þ1bbaldbie, 
which 15 that part of the old pariſh of Sibbaldbie, me at bel 

to the cſlate of * 


Fuel 425 Mills —The common fuel is ; peats, the proenry 
of which occaſions a very great labour for the people, during 
the whole of ſummer ; and, in wet ſeaſons, the inhabitants ar 
greatly diſtreſſed for want of fuel in winter. There are; 


corn mills in the pariſh, a barley and lint mill were lately M 
built on the water of Dryfe, and another lint mill is no ers i 
SED on the water of Annan. very 
: e | vail 
Cattle and produce —There are only 2 or 3 ſheep farms in vera 
the pariſh, The number of ſheep does not exceed 1800 v Aro! 
| 2000, There are about 1500 black cattle, I 50 horſes, aud torn 
60 ploughs. The farmers, in general, are in tolerable gol thei 
circumſtances ; and, from the high prices of black cattle, (e bee: 
_ crops alſo being good after liming, and oats, meal and barley, live 
giving a good price,) they are now better able to pay ther chu 
rents, than they were ſome years ago, though the rents hav: 270 
been raiſed conſiderably. The average price of barley is fron iſ er! 
25. 6 d. to 3s., the Wincheſter buſhel ; of oats 2 8. or 2 8. 66, nuf 
end oat meal 1s. 8 d. or 1 8. 9 d. per ſtone, Theſe are tht wh 
ſtaple commodities by which many of the tenants pay theit 
rents. A conſiderable number of black cattle alſo are rear 
in the pariſh; and theſe, when about a year and a hall old 
are fold for about 21. 10s. or 31. each. 
1 


Cultivation. Several of the farmers are now getting into: 
better mode of managing their farms, by ſummer fallowing, 
by ſowing turnips, planting cabbages, and other green 0p: 


atter which they ſow barley with graſs ſeeds, It is not long 
ſiuce 


. ſowing of barley was introduced into the pariſh. Bear, 
which ſtill moſtly prevails, was univerſally ſown. Few of 


the farms are incloſed. Tt would be a very great improvement 5 
to this part of the country, and of advantage to the farmers, 
if their farms were all incloſed, and ſubdivided with dykes, 


and hedges. The hedges would thrive exceedingly well, as 
the ſoil, in general, is good, and where _ have oo plant- 
ed, they have thriven well. 


Mi ;ſcellaneous Ob ſonaations.. Fe farmers and: the i Z 
ers in general, are laborious and induſtrious, and commonly 


very healthy. Fevers, or any epidemical diſorders, ſeldom pro- 
vail in the pariſh, except the ſmall pox, which carries off ſe. 


veral of the children. Moſt of the country people {till entertain 
Arong prejudices againſt inoculation, though not ſo great as | 
formerly; for ſeveral have been lately prevailed on to get 
their children inoculated, and theſe inſtances have always 
been attended with remarkable ſucceſs. Many of the natives 


live to a good age, There were, ſome time ago, in the 
church, in one day, three old men, whoſe ages amounted to 


270, Several of them live to the age of 80 or go, but few 
or none to 100,—There are no villages in the pariſh, nor ma- 
nufactures of any kind carried on, except by a few weavers, 


who are chiefly employed by the inhabitants. 


Vor. VIII. 
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NUMBER XVII. 
| PARISH OF BEITH. | 


CC Counties of Ayr and Renders: —Profiquery of Irvine Yu 
| | of Glaſgow and Ayr. Y. 


By the Rev. Mr. Davin MiCtriaan, 


: — _ ; Q — ' 


3 and Futon. 


ws ith lies within the county of Ayr, and diſtri 

of Cunningham; excepting 4 farms which belong to 
Renfrewſhire, on the border of which it is fituated. It ex. 
| tends about 5 miles in length, from E. to W. and its 

| breadth is about 4. The land riſes by a gradual aſcent from 
8. to N. where there is a ſmall ridge of hills, whoſe ſummits 
are elevated, perhaps about 400 feet, above the loweſt ground 
in the pariſh, or 500 feet above the level of the ſea. | 


Rent, Heritors, Cultivation, $5c.—The valued rent, of that 
part of the pariſh which lies in Ayrſhire, is 611 51. 148. 2d. 
Scotch; and that of the 4 farms in Renfrewſhire, 1631. 65. 
8 d. The real rent is believed to be in ſome places 6 times, 
in others, 8 times, and, perhaps in others, owing to their vi- 
einity to the town of Beith, the richneſs of the ſoil, or the 


high e cultivation of the lands, even 12 times the valued rent, 
There 


of Beith: = 37s : 
There are two clanaiflances chiefly, which ſores to account 
for the high rent of lands in this neighbourhood, The coun- 
try is populous, and property 1s greatly ſubdivided. Beith 
is ſurrounded on all fides with conſiderable villages and towns, 


to the number of 12, within as many miles. The ſubdivi- 
fon of property is more remarkable, in this and the neigh- 
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bouring pariſhes, than perhaps in any other part of Scotland. 5 
There are in this pariſh 105 heritors, beſides a conſiderable 5 4 
10 number of ſmaller proprietors in the village. This eircum- 4 15 
ſtance is ſuppoſed to have much influence upon the cultiva- | ) 39 
tion, and of conſequence upon the produce and rent of lands, | ; a 
The ſmall land-holders generally reſide upon their own pro- 6 ml 
perty; and improvements made by any of them, in the cul- 4 1.5 
tivation of their lands, and management of their farms, are K 1 
more readily adopted by the reſt, than thoſe introduced by 45 4 
perſons who have large eſtates, or carry on farming upon a WJ 
: more extenſive ſcale, becauſe they are evidently more within ol 
1g their reache The lands in this pariſh are almoſt all arable, f ark 
4 and were generally incloſed many years ago. The common 1 
wy practice amongſt farmers is to plough only a third part of Wl 
N the arable ground annually, upon which they raiſe oats or 1 
5 barley; but ſeldom any wheat, peas or beans. Rye-graſs = 
ſeed is frequently ſown, where the ground is rich, or well nn 
af manured ; but very little clover 1s raiſed, and lometimes wy | 711 
is made from the natural grafs, | 13 
i Cheeſe d tents is this wei. wer thes: * 
5 Cattle, We | its 1 pariſh pay their A 
by rents chiefly from their dairy, They almoſt univerſally make 1 
5 meet milk cheeſe. The method of making this cheeſe was | g 
£ irn introduced into this country, by a farmer's wife in the ll. 
he pariſh of Dunlop, about the beginning of this century; and 1 
of from this circumſtance, it has got the name of Dunlop cheeſe, 5 
It is a commodity which has been riſing in value for a long 9 
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mation. There is a ſtone in the wall, with the date 1593 
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time is. The püüber price is 78. per tins; containing: 241h; 
Engliſh. About 100 cows are kept ſor the purpoſe of mak. 
ing cheeſe. The average produce from each cow, beſide: 
what goes to the uſe of the family, is ſuppoſed to be 31, 103 
Sterling per annum; and conſequently, the quantity of cheeſe 
ſent to the market —_ from this pariſh; 1 bring to 
farmers about 3 ook” 


| Roads and B gen- Te great road from Glaſgon, by 
Paiſley, to Irvine, Ayr and Port-Patrick, paſſes through the 


town of Beith. It is much frequented, eſpecially in ſummer, lie 
A ſtage coach, in ſome ſeaſons, runs in that direction from Glaſ. co 
gow to Ayr, three times a-week. The pariſh roads, in ſever; A 
places, are not in good repair, owing to the deepneſs of the ar 
ſoil, or the ſcarcity of proper materials. The ſtatute labour ab 
is paid in money, All the roads are well ſupplied with $: 
bridges, wherever they have been found. ey; There V 
are no o turnpikes 1 in the Þariſh.. ta 
Tak by 

Ectlefraſtical hs Earl. of Eglintoun is Patron. 1 
The ſtipend paid to the miniſter, by uſe and wont, (for there tl 
is no decreet for it,) is 79 bolls of meal, and 171. 12 8. 6d. in 2 
money. The old glebe, upon which a part of the village nov 1 


ſtands, was exchanged in 1727, by a formal contract between 
the Earl of Eglintoun, the preſbytery of Irvine, and the in- 
cumbent, for a ſmall farm near the town of Beith, conſiſting, 
as is mentioned in the contract, of 31 acres 3 roods. It would 
appear, that the preſent church was built ſoon after the refor- 


upon it; and there is a coat of arms, coarſely done, upon the 
front 


For this information, the writer of this paper is indebted to a 3 
very converſaut i in country affairs. 
A 


ere 


ol 


IId 


Bib. = 317 


front of a qultory; being che date 1 596. and i with 
the initials of Robert Montgomery of Gian, a younger ſon 
of the Earl of Eglintoun, ande his lady, who was of the family 
of Loudoun. The church is built-in the form of a croſs. In 
15 54, one of the ailes was lengthened, ſo as to admit of near- 


ly 200 additional fitters. This was done at the expence of 


the Kirk Seſſion, with the advice and conſent of the herrtors,. 
for the behoof of the poop” 9. 


Peper - About the time of the revolution, or rather ear- 


lier, the Kir#-town of Beitb, as it was then called, is ſaid to have 


confiſted only of 5 dwelling houſes, and the miniſter's manſe. 
Accordingly, the 5 feued houſes are mentioned, as a diſtin& 


article, in the ceſs books, In the year 1759, there were 
about 709 examinable perſons in the town, and upwards of 


800 in the country part of the pariſh. The return to Dr. 
Webſter, in 1755, was 2064 ſouls. The number of inhabi- 
tants in the country, has continued much the ſame ever fince ; 


but the population of the town increaſed” ſo rapidly, that, in. 
1788, it contained nearly 1500 examinable perſons, Since 


that period, however, it has rather decreaſed. From a very 


accurate enumeration taken lately, with a view to be inſerted 


in this paper, the population was found to be as follows : 
5 „ 5 In 


* From a Latin inſcription upon a grave-ſtone in the church-yard, it appears, 
that Mr. WILLIAu MAITLAND was miniſter here, from 1669 to 1681, when 
he died at the age of 46. It is ſaid that he was one of thoſe who accepted the 
indulgence. The old people ſpeak of ſome curates who ſucceeded him, but none 


of them were of any note. The third miniſter of Beith, after the revolution, 


was Dr. WiLLiam LEECUMAN, late principal of the Univerſity of Glaſgow, in 


1736; who, in 1744, was ſucceeded by Dr. Joun WoTuersPoon, now Preſi- 


dent of Princetown College, New Jerſey, to whom the preſent miniſter, ſuececd- 


ed in 71758. 
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. | Families, Males. | Females, Total. 

In the town, 488. 197. 957. 17 54. 

In the country, 216. S3. | 365. „ "OBEY, 
1 e N 704. „ 1350. | 1522. 2872. 


1350. 


Majority of females 5 TED; Sf 


| Births annually taken at an average, in periods of 4 years ſince 17 59. 


period x. ſrom 1759 to 1762, incluſive, e heya 
— 2. 3.4. 1763 — 1774, —— from — 601 10 61 ill 

%% 
— 6. „ 14 Forman 3 7 

— 7. _ I 7 

In 1787 and 1788, - - EO Ol — 121 of tl 
— 1789 and 1790 «<= = 3 89 ced 
5 = e | Ss | Beit 
No regiſter of burials is kept in this pariſh ; and therefore, bou 
fio calculation, to be depended upon, can be made, with IC wer 
| good.» to the Proportion of deaths to births. mit 
the 


Climate, Diſeaſes, Se. There are FER perſons, both in hec 


the town and country, above do years of age, but none ſo old rig 

as 90. The climate does not appear to be very favourable to the 
longevity, Owing to the elevated fituation of the country, W: 
and its vicinity to the weſtern ocean, we have frequent rains | Br 
and ſtorms ; and the air contains a greater degree of moiſture, ar. 
than in places removed to a conſiderable diſtance from the T 
Atlantic. There is frequently a good deal of fickneſs in the ye 
village. The diſeaſes moſt common are fevers and conſump- Ve 
tions : the croup * and ſmall pox ſometimes prove very fatal to j 
children. The people, in general, are averſe to inoculation. m 
No remarkable inſtance of lon gevity is known to have occurred 8 
amongſt thoſe who have reſided in the pariſh, A native, how- 1 
ever, of this place, nained Matthew T, ai, died upon the 19 0 


of 
Or Cynanghe Trach:alis, See the note, p. 272. 


re, 


of Beth, : 3 19 


of january laft, in the Pari of Auchineck, at the very ad. 
vanced age of 12g years. According to his own account, 

he was born at the farm of Willieyards, but left the pariſh 
when young, and inliſted in the army. He ſerved as a pri- 


vate ſoldier, at the taking of Gibraltar by the Britiſh in | 
104. His name is not to be found in our regiſter; but it is 
known, that there was a family of the name of Tait, at Wil. 
leyards, more than a century ago, and wane of their relations. 5 


fill live in the pariſn. 


Trade and Manufuctures. About the time of the union 


of the two kingdoms, a trade in linen cloth was introdu- 
ced into this place, which became ſo conſiderable, that the 
Beith markets were frequented by merchants from the neigh- 


bouring towns every week, Many houſes, ſoon after this, 
were built on the old glebe, upon tack rights granted by the 
miniſter for half a merk Scotch, of rent per fall; and, when 


the Glebe was afterwards exchanged, the Earl of Eglintoun 
became bound to grant feu rights to the holders of theſe tack 
rights, upon equitable conditions, particularly ſpecified. About 
the year 1730, the linen buſineſs, which had greatly declined, 
was ſucceeded by a conſiderable trade in linen yarn. The 


Beith merchants purchaſed the yarn made in the country 
around, and ſold it to the Paiſley and Glaſgow manufacturers. 


This trade, when carried to its greateſt extent, about the 
year 1760, is ſuppoſed to have amounted to 160001. Sterling 


yearly ; and though it has long been upon the decline, linen 


yarn is {till a conſiderable article of merchandiſe. The de- 
mand for this commodity encouraged the farmers to raiſe 
great quantities of flax, About 60 hhds. of flax ſeed were ſold 


in this town annually. From 1797 to 1789, the manufacture 


vl ilk gauze was carried on to a great extent in this place, 
ee 
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dne bei by the Meſlrs. Fultons of Paiſley. They employ. 


ed at one time 270 looms. Conſiderable quantities were allo, 


at the ſame time, manufactured by perſons in the employ. 


5 ment of ther companies. * buſineſs has alſo greatly failed, 


Preſent ſtate of Trade and Manufaftures in the pariſh o 
| Beith. ; 


Number of 1 Works, 


Tobacco W Company, 3 
Tan-work, — EE 


I 
Malt work, — — 1 
Corn mills, - — - 4 
Lint mills, „ «tw 8 
Wauk mill, 1 
08 
| N nk of Artificers, cee. 
Maſons, . ER iD | 
Houſecarpenters, — „ 2 
Sadlers, = 5 Mets © 
Shoemakers, „ 29 
Smiths, — — 4 
Coopers, 1 - — 4 
Bakers, | - - — 
rl 13 
Flax dreſſers, - „ 
WMWatchmaker, . N 
Barbers, e 2 
Butchers, - — 2 
Hetteerr 1 = 
126 


Number of Perſons employe 


in ſpinning cotton, - 50 


* This 3 s ſoop generally contains about 3000 volumes. 
4 Theſe gentlemen are agents for the Paiſley bank, 


A monthly court is beld in the town of Bcith, 


| 5 Number of rare employed 
Candle 8 
Licenſed diſtillers, 5 


in making thread, 5 63 
— Weaving muſlinn, 55 
— — — filk gauze, 4 


— — country work, 3% 


In all, $50 


| Beſides many females employ- 


ed in ſewing and tambour- 
ing muſlin. 


Number of Merchants, &, 
Cloth merchants, „% 
| Grocers, . 7 - 12 
Yarn merchants, «= 0 
Bookſeller 94 FF 


95 


Number of Perſons in other Profels 


ſions or ſituations of Lite, 
Bankers $a 3 
Surgeons, - 3 
Druggiſt, — 33 
Juſtices of the Peace 8, 8 
Keepers of licenſed public houſes, 1) 


Carriers and cartets, = 24 


Dyke builders, = 3 
Day labour ers 
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We 0 3 W fairs annually, and a e market 
upon Friday. There is often a fine ſhew of horſes in the Beith 
markets, eſpecially on the zoth of Auguſt, St. Tennant's day, 
(ſuppoſed to be a corruption for St. Anthony's day,) and on 
f-yeral Fridays in the beginning of ſpring. It is obvious 
fom the above ſtatement, that the population of the town of 
Reith increaſed with its trade; and that the preſent decreaſe 
in the number of its inhabitants, is owing chiefly to the de- 
dine of the filk manufacture, and to the extenſive cotton 
works erected in the neighbourhood, particularly in the pa- 
riſk of Lochwinnoch, and at the town of Johne! in the Pa- 
nil of * | | 


bus. The tunds for ſupporting 4 poor are the Toy 
collections at the church door ; the hire of the mortcloths ; 
the rent of the poor's aile, the ſeats of which are let yearly by N 
up; the rent of a ſmall farm, purchaſed with the poor's 
money in I695, and a ſmall proportion of the dues of procla- 
mation of marriages. The average amount of theſe funds, 
from Whitſunday n, e * the regiſter, to 0 as 
tollows : 


From From . Total of each 


From 1757 to 1770. 1970 to 1780 1780 to 1790 in 34 years. 
ColleQions, L. 28 11 © I. 36 5 8 I. 41 1 44 L. 105 18 of 
Mortcloths, w_ 104 = 516 34 8 15 44 20 18 8 
deat rents, 83 V 15 2 10 35 15 ak 
Farm rent, 6 0 9 OE "$10 0 11-40 30 10 9 


Total funds I. 49 x 1 74 L. 63 1 74 L. 79 * 7 19 2 92 
in theſe periode. | 


The collection laſt year amounted to upwards of 45 J. and 
it is ſtill 0 the increaſe, though we have Various diſſenters, | 


You. VH. 8 1 and: 


Ve poor? s N of the dues for pr oclamation of marriages, at an averages for the 
of IO years, i 141 Go 125. 9 d. anmally, 


* 
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and though the population of the town has begun to decling 
Beſides the diſtributions, which theſe funds enable the Seflicy 
to make to the poor, they ſometimes receive a e ab 


in Beith ; two of thoſe commenced in 1772. One of then 


menced in 1784, and its funds amount to 3001. The advan. 
tage of theſe inſtitutions has already been ſenſibly. felt, by 


ſecurity. In 1782 and 1783, the funds of the two firſt men. 
tioned ſocieties, together with 401. furniſhed by the Kirk 
= Seſſion, were employed under the direction of a Committee, 
in purchaſing grain and meal for the uſe of the inhabitants, 
The meal was ſold to the inhabitants in general, at the market 
price; but to the members of the ſocieties, and to the port 
xd. cheaper per peck, by proper perſons appointed to this 
office, who received a ſmall allowance for their trouble. From 
the 28th of October 1782, to the 14th of September 1683, 
above 1009 bolls were ſold in this manner. As the objef 
was to ſecure plenty, a premium of o d. per boll was given 
"For 2 30 bolls of the 5 abovs quantity, which had the deſired tle 
eck. 


tages, tending to check the ardour of that benevolence, to 
which they owe their exiſtence. They certainly deſerve 


it 


\ 


ſiſtance from occaſional charities 1. 
5 Charitable Sorlebive — There are three charitable ſocietie 
has 2201, of ſtock and the other 3701. The third com. 


thoſe of the poor who are entitled to their charity, The 
funds of thefe ſocities, are depoſited in the public banks for 


Since charitable ſocieties are -evideutty. of great utility to 
the poor, it is a pity they ſhould labour under any diſadvau- 


every encouragement from the friends of mankind, and ate 


even 


A committee of heritors annually examine the accounts of the poor ' money; 
und give a diſcharge to the treaſurer. 


tection of law. It would doubtleſs ſerve the cauſe of humanity 


of Bath, 8 1 5 323 


wen entitled to the countenance of government, and the pro- 


much, to confer upon them ſuch privileges, as might tte 


them more fully to carry into effect the laudable purpoſes of 
their inſtitution ; and to put them under proper regulations, 


ies fanftioned by an act of the leg:\l:ture in their favour ; declar- 
Y ng amongſt other things, that ſuch aſſociations are legal, and 
Vin 


an. being enforced by law :—that they have a right to make ſuch. 
6, bye-laws as ſhall not contradi& any ſtatute law of the realm, 
e 


" agreement muſt be regiſtered in the ſheriff court books ot the 
* county to which they belong; - that they ſhall lodge their 
_ caſh with ſome banking company for ſecurity : that they 
= ſhall be exempted from ſtamp duties on bills and receipts, in 
820 regard that their funds belong to the poor: that it ſhall be 
wy competent for them, as for individuals, to purchaſe and diſ- 
263 poſe of property in lands or houſes ; and that their capital ſhall 
. not be allowed to accumulate above a certain ſum, or beyond 
W a certain number of years. Such privileges and regulations 
6555 23 theſe, confirmed by legal authority, it 1s apprehended, 
ech would encourage the formation of ſuch ſocieties, and thereby 
oY great relief would be afforded to the deſerving poor any de- 
l Cle liciency of the ordinary charitable funds would be made up, 

and the neceſſity of poor's rates prevented; which m uſt al- 

. ways be an object of importance to the nation; and with ſuch 
vis views theſe remarks are ſubmitted to mo oonſideration of the 
» © Wl public, 
ſerve 
| are Vagrant Poor.—The great number of ſtranger poor, who 
oven Wander through the country, has long been complained of, 

only as a burthen, but as a nuiſance; and to encourage 
none), them, is to encourage idleneſs, theft, and debauchery. In 1786, 


their rules, with regard to their own members, capable of 


or the original rules of their aſſociation: that ther articles of 


d vigorous attempt was made to prevent them from begging 
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in this pariſh. The pariſhioners, in general, fubſcribed 5 
paper, binding themſelves neither to lodge vagrant begyurs, 
nor give them alms. Several of the inhabitants were 
pointed to ac as conſtables, in apprehending and carrying 
them out of the pariſh ; any expences neceſſary for this pur. 
E poſe were to be paid by the heritors. At the ſame time, the 
| Poor of this place were furniſhed with certificates, which ay. 
 thoriſed them to beg within the pariſh, The good conſe. 
_ quences of theſe meaſures were, for ſome time, remarkable 


Such regulations, perhaps, might not be ſo ſuitable for large 


towns ; but, were they generally adopted i in country pariſhes, 
they would, in all probability, have the moſt ſalutary effeds, 
Vagrants would be effeQual'y excluded ; the charity of every 
| pariſh would be beſtowed upon its own poor, and there would 
be leſs occaſion for ſtents and ſuch legal methods of raiſing 
_ ſupplies for the poor, as are always burthenſome to the public, 
and frequently prove the occaſion of cruelty and additional 
diſtreſs, to thoſe object: of ſymgucdy W are intended to It 
lieve. 


School. —In the part ſch oo], the File wie 8 branches are 


taught : Latin, Greek, French, Engliſh, Writing, Arithme- 
| tic, Book-keeping, and the practical branches of the Mathe- 


matics. The number of ſcholars, for ſome years paſt, has 


been from 60 to 90. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 11 1. Ster- 
ling, ſubject to the deduction of 31. to be divided equally 
| among the teachers of three ſmall ſchools in the country, who 
are choſen by the people in the neighbourhood, and are en- 


titled to this encouragement upon their keeping ſchool, for 
4 months in the year. There are alſo two private ſchools ia 
the town which are well attended, | 


Diffenters 


are 
me- 
the- 
has 
Tor 
ally 
who 
en- 
, for 


erde 


E .. 


Dieter. There are two difſentiny g meetings in the town 
of Beith : One of them, which is attended by that claſs of Sece- 


ders, called Antiburghers, commenced above 30 years ago. | 


The firſt miniſter ordained to this charge ſoon after renounced 
his connect ion with that ſociety, and embraced the communion 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church. He publiſhed at Edinburgh in 
1764, the reaſons which induced him to this meaſure, under 
the title of 4 farewel Addreſs to tbe Aſſociate Congregation of | 
Beith, by Jobn Laidly, A. M. It muſt be mentioned to the 
honour of this congregation, that they co-operate, as far as 
their weekly collections can allow them, with the Eitabliſhed 
Church, in ſupporting the poor of the pariſh. They contri. 
bute for this purpoſe at the rate of about 71. annually, which 
is diſtributed jointly with the pariſh funds formerly mention 
ed ;—ar. example worthy to be imitated: by all diſſenters, 
The other diſſenting meeting is connected with the ſoclety, 
who are called Relief. It commenced about 9 years ago. 


Antiquities. —Before the reformation, there were 2 chapels 
for public worſhip in this pariſh ; ons where the preſent 
church now ſtands, (whereof a {mall fragment of the wall is 
ſlill to be ſeen,) and the other upon the lands of Treehorn, 
one end of which remains entire, This chapel, with two 
acres of land adjoining to it, belonged te the monaſtery of 
Kilwinning, as appears from a charter under the great ſeal, 
in the poſſeſſion of the proprietor, dated in the year 1594 *. 

There were formerly ſeveral caſtles, or ſquare towers in 
the pariſh. All of them have been razed to the foundation : 
but one, which forms at preſent a ſtately ruin. It was an- 


tiently the ſeat of the Montgomeries of Giffan. 


Lake 


* « Duemadmodum 1 Prædicta capella de Trearne, et due acre terrarum adjacen x 
cum ſuis pertinentibus perprina monafteria de Kitewinning, tanquam pars patrimonii, fore 


8 - Kerunt. 8 


8 3 * 
2 —— 
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this pariſh, is ſomething more than a mile long, and about 

| half a mile broad. It contains trouts, pikes, perches, ge, 

and is frequented in hard winter 8 * aquatic birds, 195 
i ducks, Io Tn, &. 


but chiefly the latter. Peats are always uſed in drying corn, 
and for the purpoſes of the dairy. The extent of moſs is 
_ pariſh, but have never been wrought with great ſucceſs. We 
are plentifully ſupplied with that uſeful commodity, from the 


neighbouring pariſhes of Dalry, Lochwinnoch, and Kilbirnie: 


have not been made, to turn our own coal to greater advan- 


. Lake and Fiſh.—Kilbirnie Loch, which lies at the weſt end Q? 


'F vel, 8 Ge. Boch peats od 2 are uſed "OR fuel, 


very inconſiderable. Coals are found in many parts of the 


and this appears to be the principal reaſon, why proper efforts 


tage. We have abundance of whin ſtone, and free ſtone is 


found very frequently, but of an inferior quality. There is, 


however, a remarkable ſpecies of free ſtone near the welt end 
of this pariſh, It lies in horizontal Jamine, or flakes, to a 
confiderable depth, and theſe are from 2 to.6 inches thick, and 
from 3 to 4 or 5 feet ſquare. It does not receive the ſame 


poliſh as other freeſtone, but is of a very firm contexture, and 


greatly valued on account of its ſtrength. It is uſed chielly 


for pavements, and for bridges over ſmall rivulets. It bears 


the weight of the heavieſt carriages. The limeſtone in this 


_ Pariſh is inexhauſtible : beſides the great quantities annually 
| burnt by the farmers upon their own lands, for manure, there 


are 2 public lime-works, which have a regular and extenſive 


ſale. Several beds of ſtone marle have been lately diſcovers 


ed, and many rich veins of iron ſtone, 


PerrifuBions. — There are various ſpecimens of figured 
Aones, and upon ſome of them, the impreſſions are exceeding- 
S 


of Beith, 


y beautiful. The lime ſtone abounds ink petrifactions of 
ſhells, entrochi and other marine productions; the exunie of 
the ancient ocean. In the lands of Robert Montgomery Eſq, 
of Bogſtown, ſome years ago, ſilicious petrifactions were dif. 
covered, ſimilar to thoſe found in calcareous ſubſtances; the 
ſhells poſſeſſing the ſpecrfic qualities of the flint in which they 
were incorporated. Theſe curious and uncommon produc. 
tions of nature were probably the firſt of the kind diſcovered | 
in this part of the world; at leaſt they viere the firſt that | 
ſome of the ableſt chemiſts in this country had ſeen. Silici- 


n ous petrifactions have been ſince found wenne in England and 
le Scotland, but 1 _— 

- Propoſed Baerns The cultivation of trees is much 
5 neglected in this country. Excepting the policies, or pleaſure 
17 grounds, around a few country ſeats, there is very little grow- 

FR ing wood in this neighbourhood, though there are few places 

* where it is more neceſſary. Were proprietors to plant 2 

1 imall proportion of their land, it would certainly prove of 

5 great advantage to the ſoil, as well as afford a ſhelter for 
ho cattle, in ſo expoſed a ſituation. | 

Fe Were a navigable canal carried acroſs the country, from 
efly the Clyde below Paiſley, to he 1 lea at irvine or Saltcoats, it 
OA would be of eſſential ſervice to this part of the kingdem, and 

this to the public in generai. The diſtance is upwards of 20 
ally miles. Nature ſeems to point out the line of communica- 

hers tion, through a narrow ſtrath, running in that directzon moſt 
"live ot the way. In the middle of this ſtrath ſtands the loch of 
Wr k:lbirie, about an equal diſtance from each end of the pro- 


poled canal, and it occupies alto nearly the higheſt ground be- 
Ween them. A ſtream runs from ihe north end of this loch in- 
and to the Clyde below Taiſie 2+ aud the water of Garuvuck, runuing 


11 
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in an oppoſite direction, paſſes by the other end of it, ani 
, empties itſelf into the ſea at Irvine. The fall, from the north 
end of Kilbirnie Loch to Clyde, is calculated to be about g; 
| feet, and the declivity towards the ſea can not be much 
more, Were this plan put in execution, beſides ſerving 
many other commercial purpoſes, it would lay open immenſe 
treaſures of coal, lime and iron ſtone. But ſhould this be 
thought too expenſive an undertaking, a canal of only half the 
propoſed length, joining Kilbirnie loch, either to the Clyde or 
to the ſea; would till be an object of great importance, Con. 
Adering the preſent high price and ſcarcity of cos, any prop. 
fal tending to enable proprietors of coals, at a diſtance from po. 
pulous cities, to carry them with advantage to market at hone 
or abroad, deſerves their regard. And any improvements ſug. 
geſted with a view to ſecure plenty, or to leſſen the price of: 
commodity ſo uſeful and neceflary, has a claim to the pub- 
lic attention. 
Whatever reaſon there might be, to impoſe a fervitude upon 
the farmers in former times, for encouraging the erection of 
corn mills, zh:rlage is at preſent juſtly conſidered, not only in 
many inſtances to be inconvenient, but in general burthen- 
| ſome. The multure and other perquiſites paid to the miller, 
and his ſervants, amount in ſome places to the Ar or Fx, or even 
I of the produce. This is a heavy tax upon agriculture, and 
it lays the tenant under temptation to carry part of his grain 
_ elſewhere, to the prejudice of the miller, as often as he can 
avoid detection. It would be of advantage, therefore, both 
to the holders of land, and the proprietors of mills, 1 in this 
and other pariſhes, were the latter obliged to ſell, and the for · 
mer to buy up this ſervitnde at a moderate value. 
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NUMBER XVIII. 


PARISH OF GUTHRIE. 


(County of Angus —Proſtytery of Arbroath, —Synod of An a 


and 2 00 


* 


By the Rev. Mr. WI.iLIAM Mica, Mini iter af: 
98 * | 


Situation, Surface, Soil, and Extent. 
HE. pariſh of Guthrie is divided into two parts, one of 
which is 6 miles diſtant from the other, and lies direct- 
ly ſouth from it. The inhabitants of the ſouthern part, in 


going to their own pariſh church, paſs through the pariſhes of 
Dunnichen, Kirkden, and Reſcobie. This part is called Kir- 


buddo, where it is ſaid there was once a chapel for religious 
worſhip. The moor of Montrithmont, nearly a plain, con- 
liſting of about 5oco acres, which was a common, probably 
ever ſince it was covered by the ſea, has been divided among 


Vor. VIII. 5 the 


* This account was drawn up by Mr. Milligan, at the deſire of Mr. Tous 
Ciao, miniſter of Guthrie, who has been ſettled 1 in that diſtrict for 39 years; 
but, being prevented by indiſpoſition, from drawing up the account himſelf, Te» 
Pelted Mr. Milligan to take the trouble of doing it. 
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the proprietors of the ſurrounding pariſhes of Kirkden, Kin. 
nell, Fernel, &c. who are encloſing and planting their ſeyery 
; proportions. About 370 acres of this moor have fallen tg 
the ſhare of the pariſh of Guthrie. Almoſt the whole nor. 
thern part of the pariſh ſinks gently to the ſouth and eaſt, 
from the top, near to the north weſt end of it, called the 


Numbi 


Hill of Guthrie, the higheſt part of which is probably un 4 
much more than 500 feet above the level of the ſea. There crop 
is no hill in the ſouthern part of the pariſh, but the lowel paril 
ground in it is probably near 700 feet higher than the ſea, ky, 
Moſt of the pariſh, eſpecially the ſouthern part, is too wet, _ 
The aunexed table ſtates accurately, the extent and kinds of in tl 


land in the ſouthern part of the pariſh, being the contents of of 4 

a map from a late menſuration. The northern part is 
taken from the proportions of oats, barley, peaſe, &c. ſown Joſ; 
by the different farmers according to their own reports, and 
cannot be ſuppoſed ſo accurate. Ihe extent of i it IS, probably, 
rather more, than is ſtated in the table. 


Extent of the Pariſh. 


Number of Aeres, &e. North part. South part. Total. 
= 1 8 
In paſture, = "+ 17-00 100 2 26 151 226 
Arable, = „ 1138 0 682 1 7 180 1 1 
in moor, - - 370 0 © 1386 3 11 556 311 
Under moſs, — 2 — e 85 2 39 85 2 39 
water, EE JO 8 2 036 
. oO. 0-4-- „ „„ 64.8.8 
Groſs contents, 1574 © I _ 1107 Oo © 2631 © 1 
; Crops in 1751. ; 
Number of acres under barley. „ le” #6... 244 
— - oats, „ — 3 
. — peaſe, — - - = 60 
. . 5 = : _ 


WE IR TCO — — turnips, - - * = 31 h 
Carried over, 688 | 
Brougl:s 


of Guthrie. 


RE 5 Brought over, 688 

al Number of acres under . 1 9 CCC 

6 —— :.. 1. eG 
TJ Tn 

or. 9 g l | | | a : 

all C 3 FTE | Total, 1138 

the . 1 5 5 

not Agriculture and Cattle, 5c.—There is a regular rotation of 


crops, in the ſouthern, as well as in the northern part of the 
pariſh, and probably about the ſame proportion of oats, bar- 
ley, peaſe, &c. ; but it is divided into ſuch ſmall parts, that it 
mas impoſſible to ſtate them accurately. There are fix farms 
in the ſouthern part, viz. one of 169 acres ; one of 65; one 
of 45 ; one of 47; one of 39; and one of 3 3 acres, all arable : 
| and the reſt of the eſtate of Kirkbuddo is divided into no 
Jes than 25 ſmall farms. The number of cattle and horſes | 
are in proportion to the graſs, and the Jands in cultivation. 
There are not above 3 or 4 an. Horne: and ſcarcely any 
my or hogs. 


Rent and Proprietors, —The average price of land, lately let 


in the northern part, is about 15 s. and in the ſouthern part, 
bb 10s the acre. The valued rent of the pariſh is 1 500 l. Scotch, 

f and the real rent above 10001. Sterling. The pariſh is di- 

39 vided among 3 proprietors, only one of whom, (Guthrie of 

36 that ilk,) reſides in it about 7 months of the year. 

I - Church, School and Poor. — The kirk and ſchool are ſitu- 
ated in the northern part of the pariſh. The manſe is old 
and ruinous, The ſtipend, including 2 chalders of meal, at 
the ordinary converſion, is below 501. Sterling. The glebe 
b a legal one. The church is an elegant building for ſuch a 
country pariſh, The walls, or at leaſt a part of them, are 

2 laid to be about 300 years old, and they may ſtand for 1000 

ugh T t 2 years 
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Fears to come. Mr. Guthrie of Guthrie is patron * 55 Tue 

ſchool-maſter is well qualified for his office. The ſalary, in. 
dluding kirk dues, may be between 11 1, and 121. Sterling, 
The ſchool fees are the ſame as thoſe of Kirkden. The cho. 
lars are numerous, but the ſouthern part of the pariſh can 
reap no advantage from the ſchool. The weekly collections 
and the intereſt of a ſmall ſum of money, are found ſufficient 
for the maintenance of the poor, of which there are at preſent 
only two ſupported by the public funds, and two or three who 
receive ſmall ſums bs occaſionally.” £ 


P opalation 3 people, almoſt without exception, are 
ſober, induſtrious and contented ; and a few excepted, all 
belong to the Eſtabliſhed Church. The return to Dr. Webſter, 
in 1755, was 584 ſouls. By a particular enumeration, taken 


in 1792, the number, ages and profeſſions of the inhabitants 


appeared t to be as follows: : 
Number 


The pariſh was erected into a provoſtry by one of his predeceſſors, as a- 
pears by the following citation from an old author, who had 1 written an account 
of the different dioceſes of Scotland. 

« Guthrie, in the ſhire of Angus or Forfar, was a collegiate church, founded 
te by Sir David Guthrie of that ilk, who was Lord High Treaſurer in the reign 
« of Kivg James the II. for a provoſt and three prebendaries, the number oi 
« which was afterwards increaſed by Sir Alexander Guthrie of that ilk, his ſoa 
and heir, who was ſlain at the battle of Floudon, in the year 1513. Hen- 
ry Guthrie, biſhop of Dunkeld, was deſcended of a younger ſon of this ancient 
famiiy. Families, like individuals, often rife to itrength and notice, and de- 
cline again into weakneſs and obſcurity. ſometimes ſuddenly and ſometimes 
| more ſlowly. This old family ſeems not yet the worſe of age. Jchn Guthrie, 
Eſp; of that ilk, poſleſſes a fine eſtate in the ſhire of Angus, though his prede- 

ceſſars were adzanced to the higheſt honours, as far back as the reign of pu 
che III. | 


Numbe 


Under 
Betwee 


I 


Numb 


1-1 1.1141 


Number of ON 


of Guthri ie, 


| 1 In the centers part. 


Males. Females, Males, 


Under 10 years of age, 
Between 10 & 20 — 
— 20 & 50 — 
3 50 & 70 — 


Total of ab” 


f 


Number of Families, 
Farmers, 


. Weavers, 

—— Taylors, 
— — Shoemakers, 
——i ih 
Coopers, 
— Wrights, 


3 
73 


a96 > 


46 
Fm * 
„ 

— 0 3 
£ = 
1 1 
- 2 


36 i 25 
1668 et 


| and ſemales, 5 
Hence there i is a decreaſe within theſe 40 yes of 


To Th the fonthern! + 


Number of Merchants, 


Lift of Births, ce. for the laſt Io years. 
Baptilns. Marriages, Burials, 


ln the year 1765 


1783 


1784 
1785 


1786 


1787 


1788 


1789 


1790 
171 


Total in 10 years, 
Kante, 175 


U 


there were 


139 


139-1 


Brewers, 


Male ſervants, 
Female ſervants, 
Tradeſmen's ſervants, ** 
- Apprentices, 


Females. 
78 


2 2 


- Retailers of liquors, 2 


«1: FZ 


„„ 


3 9 
2 10 
2 It 
7 10 
3 8 
2 10 
3 
„ 
55 
VVVVVV 
3 3-10 97-10 


Fuel.— The northern part of the pariſh is ſupplied with | 
5oals from Arbroath, and the ſouthern part with peats from 
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a moſs, part t of which is in the pariſh, Dacia are uſually 
from 6 8. toGs. 8 d.; but this year they have been 15.2 
the loweſt, and for 4 or 5 months N 8 s. « the cart load, o 

- ſtone Amſterdam OKs. 85 


* .—TIn the umb part of the pariſh of Guthrie, 
| there are upwards of 15 acres of moor, which are part of x 
Roman camp. The reſt of it is in the pariſh of Inverarit, 

The vallum and fofſa are yet very diſtin, and of a con. 

 fiderable height and depth. The caſtle of Guthrie, ſuppoſe 
to have been built by Sir Alexander Guthrie, who was {ain 
at Floudon, is a ſtrong building, and is ſtill entire. The wall 
are about 60 feet high, and 10 feet thick. It has a prodigi. 
ous maſſive iron door. This caſtle and its door are at one 
a monument of the ancient grandeur of the family of Guthrie, 
and of the rudeneſs and barbarity of thoſe times, when men 

could not live ſecure, but in ſuch ſtrong towers. The gat. 
den of Guthrie 1s a mixture of ancient and modern taſte; it 
has ſeveral beautiful box hedges cut in various figures, and in 
perfect preſervation, though very ancient. Some ſuppoſe t the 
garden to be OY as old as the __ 5 
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NUMBER XIX. 
i: United Parinzs of GLENORCHAY and INISHAIL. 


i (pre ytery of Lorn.—Synod and County of Argyll.) 
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By the Rev. JoskrR MACINTYRE, D. D. 
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Ereftion and Name. 


HE pariſhes of Glenorchay and Iniſhail were e 

into one cure, in the year 1618. By a committee of 
prliament, met at Inveraray, in the year I650, theſe pariſhes 
were disjoined, on account of their great extent, and continu- 
ed ſeparate till the reftoration ; when, by the memorable Re- 
oſory Act, they were again anited; and have continued ſince 
under the paſtoral charge of the ſame incumbent. 

The pariſh of Glenorchay derives its name, from the vale 
wlerethe church is built. It was formery called Clachan Dyſart, 
Celtic word, ſignifying, © The Temple of the Higheſt.” The 
Jace, where the pariſh church ſtands, was probably the ſite of 
be Clachan, or Circle of ſtones,” of the Druids. Dyſart 
Moperly means The High God, The founders of a church, 
deſigned 
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deſigned for a more enlightened worſhip, in order to induce h 
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Pagan inhabitants to attend the inſtitutions of revealed religion 
were naturally led to make choice of a ſituation, the more u 
vered by them, as being the place where they had former 
been accuſtomed to perform their rites of devotion *, Jy 
ail, or Beautiful Ve, is fo named, from that green and pidti. 
reſque iſland in Lochow, once the fite of a ſmall nunnery d 
the Ciftertian order; and where, in a ruinous chapel of th 
religious houſe, public worſhip was alternately performed, t 
the year 1736. A church, more commodious for the parih 
was then built on the ſouth ſide of” he lake, nen, to Lai 
hail. 


by the 
i: LE Se 5 e | 5 above 
Extent and Situation, —The length of the united pariſ with | 
from E. to W. is above 24 meaſured miles. The breadth is v coppic 
rious and unequal. They are fituated on the borders of the coun] river. 
of Perth, near the village of Clifton, and inn of Tayndron 
vne of the higheſt inhabited ſituations in North Britain, Hen Pr 
a ſmall rivulet marks the diviſion of the counties of Arg lands, 
and Perth; part of which runs eaſtward into Loch Tay, u ats ; 
falls into the German ſea ; and part runs weſtward into Lei wd n 
ow, and diſcharges itſelf, at Bunaw, into an Arm of the Ai tur 
lantic ocean. The church of Glenorchay is 15 miles N. ud! 
from Inveraray, the chief town of the ſhire, and the ſeat oft chang 
courts of juſtice ; andi is nearly at an equal diſtance 8. E. fag tage, 
Bunaw *. | foil, | 
| | Sue toma 
a Cordiner' 8 Antiquities. * 
At this place there is a conſiderable ſalmon fiſhing and iron foundery ; 4 Ferth 
a quay is built on a ſecure and well ſheltered bay for veſſels of ſmall burda to ge 
which ply occaſionally, to Liverpool, Whitehaven, Ulverſton, and other pa influ 
joaded with pig-aron, tanner's bark, kelp and ſalmon ; and import in return, it pulat 


ore, meal, coals, tanned leather, ſtone-ware, and other articles of commerce: 


nder, and part of the lands of Hayfield, the country exclu- 
fvely is mountainous and hilly, The river Urchay winds 


by the river Urchay. It is in the centre of the valley and 


ner. 
Produce and Cultiuation.— The .crops produced, on theſe 


ats ; Scotch bear, potatoes, a few field turnips, ſome artificial, 


change of the different ſeeds is found to be of great advan- 


Fethſhire, Culinary plants are coming more and more in- 
to general uſe in this country: Some years ago it required the 
fluence of the landlord ; and in ſome places, an expreſs ſti- 
Pulation in the leaſe, before the common people could be got 
© plant greens, or tence a garden, 


TMs VIII. WS: Potatoes, 


Fl Glenorchay and Ini al. 1 


Surface and Soil EC xcepring the vale of Cid N 
hich forms a beautiful plain of more than 3 miles in length, b 
and half a mile in breadth, the plains of Auch, of Auchal- 


in a gentle current through the vale, dividing it into two : 
equal parts. On each fide of the river, the ſoil is a mixture 
of light earth and ſand; and on the ſides of Lochow, as far 
as the pariſh extends, it is generally a deeper earth and richer 
bam, on beds of till or gravel. The glebe, on which the 
church and manſe are built, is a beautiful oblong iſle, formed 


above a mile in circumference, and every where bordered 
vith natural terraces and ſhelving banks, and fringed with. ---- 
coppice and various kinds of trees, to the very edge of the 


lands, are the blainſley, the early white, and the ſmall grey 


ad much natural, as well as meadow graſſes. The ordinary 
return from oats is from 3 to 4 ſeeds; of barley, from 5 to 7, 
and from the boll of potatoes, from 12 to 20. The annual 


age, as the ſame ſeed, ſown ſucceſſively for years, in the ſame 
lol, becomes gradually ſmall and unproductive. It is cuſ- 
tomary, yearly, to import quantities of ſeed oats from the high | 
grounds near the Kirk of Shotts, and from ſeveral parts of 
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$3 8 Stall iflical Account 
5 oe ANG whore are potatoes chltivitet with more Cite 
or thrive better; They are moſtly planted in drills, and hoe 
by the plough. The largeſt are always ſelected for fee 
The kinds chiefly uſed, are thofe called here, the London Lach, 
4 prolific and ſweet potatoez the long white, the dun, the 
| wiſe, the early red, and the purple. From all of them, 1 
ſtarch is commonly manufactured by a fimple procefs, for fa. 
mily uſe. Some diftill a fiery and harſh ſpirit from potators; 
and at times, bread jelly, and a very bad cheeſe, are formed of 
_ this valuable root, when combined with other ſubſtances of 
nutrition. For nine montlis of the year, potatoes make: 
great part of the food of the middling and lower ranks of peo- 
ple; and it may be faid, with truth, that, till the general intro. 
duction of potatoes into this country, ſo little adapted, from foi 
and climate, to the growth of other grain, the poor and lou. 
* claſſes pined away, nearly the half of their time, in want 
and hunger. It is now found, that, by keeping the potatoes 
in a cool place during the ſummer months, and checking the 
vegetation by frequent turning and ſtirring, they may be pre- 
ſerved ſweet and ſound, from one end of the year to the other; 
and thus, become a wholeſome and cheap diet to the poor, 
and even, occaſionally, add to the viands al the opulent in 
"oy ſeaſon. 


Sbeep and Black Cattle — The hills and muirs, which, ſome 
years ago, were covered with heath and coarſe herbage, are, 
 fince the introduction of large flocks of ſheep into the coun- 
try, gradually getting a richer ſward and a greener hue, and 
afford excellent paſture. Every where they abound, with 
ſprings and rivulets of pure and ſalubrious water. Nume- 
rous flocks of large and heavy ſheep, now paſture almoſt the 
whole year, on theſe mountains and wilds, where, formerly, 
were 


light ſheep and goats, ſmall hill horſes, as they were called, 
and ſome herds of black cattle. Then, it was believed, 


ter on the high and ſtormy grounds: even the goats and 
ſheep were regularly houſed and fed in pens, duting the 


of ſpring, cattle of all Kinds periſhed in numbers for want of 


anxious to promote the intereſt of his country, and the good 


re. and ſaddle, are brought, occaſionally, at high prices, from the 
er; ſouth of Scotland, and other places noted for the heſt Kinds of 
ory doth, 2 


ne down, about 60 years ago, by a company of adventurers from 
e, Ireland, with little benefit to themſelves, and leſs to the noble 
f- proprietor of the country. There are {till ſome tracts of na- 
nd tural firs in Glenorchay : a good deal of oak, intermixed 
th with alh, birch, and aller. On the ſides of e eſpecially 


5 | EIS 7 9 LO at 


* A worthy gentleman, ſtill alive in this pariſh, was preſent at the ſale of 
516 hides of black cattle, of all ages; which were the property of one /aird, and 
loſt in one ſeaſon, by mere want. This was in the "ue 1 744 The hides ſold for 
501, to a Glaſgow tanner. 


of Glenorchay and Iniſbail. 339 
re to be found, and only for the ſummer months, a few 


that no domeſtic animal could ſtand the ſeverities of the win- 


rigour of the ſeaſon. The conſequence was often fatal. 
When the provender was conſumed before the genial return 


ſuſtenance *, There may be about 20,0c0 ſheep in the pa- 
nh, A fre of the Cheviot breed have been lately intro. 
duced into Glenorchay ; and the Earl of Breadalbane, ever 


of the people, deſigns, it is ſaid, to ſend ſame more of the 
. Wl fame kind, to the pariſh, for trial. Black cattle have been, 
ant WI for years paſt, decreaſing in number, but improving in kind. 
oes Bl Tuo bulls, reared in the pariſh, were lately ſold, the one at 
the WW 191: the other at 20 1. Sterling. Horſes, both for draught 


Wood, — The higher parts of the pariſh abounded once, 
with foreſts of the largeſt and beſt pines; but theſe were cut 


+ 
0 
J 
2 
— 
; 
3 
5 
3 
| 
. 
2 
5 
| 
: $0 
* 
9 
i 


he WW Fas Ag 
bey. D. 


2 ”4V#- — 4 
3 — — - — % — » * — —— — — 2 — — — — —— 1 — — . > — - y - 
. — 
2 f 5 0 . a > 6 * « . je 5 - : ws. = I 
or l r 3 p * 4 bee - 1 „ * 1 2. g . . . : A 
% n « hs 8 . 2 . . E e 22 5 2 - F y 
- e 3 | 2 n , - Str ff, BP > Cine Lay \ bc ttncttis c ö - 4 7 4 434 x6 N ; 0 . : 4 a 
IIs E r n » 2 3 gt aa F W ae 1 — N eee . E - * 152 * Ph 
25 ©, 2 4, 6-4 22 oo I SET Ba. F 26" SS, FE — - r Me Lo ena ts a Acc EC AIRES we Sc . + x r * N 2. 2 * * = \ \ 
A r DN r S * Ren bw L . pe GRASSES c 1720 ö . nn Ny . 2. — * g N e es N 
> 2 GE N — „ e — f 1 T Þ WERNER re e 2 r 3; £2 n 1 N awry,” 79 10 * 3 * 6 e F 
7 SE NN Nenn e — Con ol en ad RE 86M r N cc. — 4 1 . A r A n Borg, as os 
SL * | 9 — a 2; n en. CP Sadie = „ * BET IS; wo n 4 n $ Mate; < 5. rn 425 J —.— n e r. . 
r we Bo 2 bene: ET © c * LO EN e DEL. = A Id aac wad AD e 
8 — 2 F: 4 LY „ „ uh „ % . NET TT. * r *. r mY \ * 2 r 1 | ys FR = 
— an, >» — Iſs e 2 So, L 8 8 ” » o_ n TR) . — — ; — LEY 1 * er S "2 IN 
f og —_— Ces OW” nao I A l = 5 ALS r » 8 CORE) r l 
" 0 o : , AGE =. & = - \ 


r * 2 1 
r 


— 


Stat ical 2 


| 340 
at Haykeld, » various kinds of wood ; the larch, the beer 
the horſe cheſnut, the mountain aſh, the lime and the Plane 


are planted: with taſte, and grow with luxuriance and beauty; 
The climate 1 is not favourable * orchards. 


5 n and eee ee exports from the country ars 
_ cattle, wool, woollen yarn, tartans; plaiding and ruſſet. Thy 
Imports are, about 1000 bolls of meal, merchant goods and 

caſh. Excluſive of what is retailed by hawkers, there i 

fold, yearly, from one ſtationary ſhop in the pariſh, to the value 

of 601. Sterling, of ſnuff and tobacco. This is an expendi. 
ture that merits reprehenſion. Let the men, however, conti 
nue to do in this as they chooſe, but far be it from the fair 
and reſpectable females of this vale, to disfigure their features 

and to deſtroy their powers of ſong. and ſweet: cadence, by : 
habit ſo repugnant to every thing engaging and cleanly in wo. 
man. There is one licenſed diſtillery in the pariſh ; the effed 
of which is the deſtruction of great quantities of grain, 
that, in place of being converted into wholeſome bread, pro- 
duces only a deleterious ſpirit, ruinous to health, to induſtry, 
and to morals. If no ſpirits were diſtilled in the county, the 
meal imported would be a trifle. At an average, there is an 
annual importation of 40 thouſand bolls into the ſhire. 


Population and Longevity,—As no exa& public regilters 
were kept, the ancient ſtate of the population of the pariſh 
cannot be aſcertained with preciſion ; but, it is the general 
belief, that the population is not materially different from 


what it was about 40 years ago, This conjecture is confirin- 


ed by the only inveſtigation of the fact, that can now be made. 
At preſent, (1792, the total number is 1669. The return 
to Dr. Webſter in 1755 was 1654, the difference is therefore 


only 15. Of theſe there are of males, 785) of temales, * 
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In this necount, the inhabitants of Lorn, Furnace and Fanans 
ire not included. Though the people, in general, attain 
o an advanced age, there are no late inſtances of extra- 
ordinary longevity in the pariſh, A circumſtance happen- 
ed a few years ago, which, it is believed, occurs but ſeldom 
uy where, At a baptiſm in the partſh, there were preſent, 

the child's father and mother, grandfather and grandmother, 
great-grandfather and great-grandmother ; and the laſt pair ; 
xe ſtill ſo vigorous: and healthy, as to make it probable,. 
they may ſee the fifth generation of their family. They are 
all in the lower elaſs of peaſantry, contented with their lot, 
and chearful in their temper. TY . 


Daf. olds and rheumatic Stew: are the moſt pre- 
nlent diſeaſes in the pariſh. Before inoculation was intro- 
duced, the ſmall pox, in its viſitations, proved very fatal. 
Then, the regimen was literally hot. At whatever ſeaſon 
the infection appeared, great fires were kept burning in the 
rooms, or rather ſtoves, where often 2 or 3 wretched children 
hy gaſping, under a weight of cloaths, in one bed. Every 
particle of freſh air was excluded with the utmoſt care ; and 
whiſky and ſaffron, and every thing heating, were ad miniſter- 
ed with an unſparing hand. The conſequence was ſuch as 
might be expected. Numbers were hurried into an untimely 
grave ; and of thoſe that eſcaped with life, the loſs of an eye, 
lonetimes of both, with other ravages of the diſorder, often 
marked a treatment ſo unnatural and ſo deſt ructive. Eigh- 
teen years ago, a herd boy, a native of this pariſh, ran away 
from a farm iu another country, where the meaſles made their 
appearance. He did not, however, eſcape the enemy he 
dreaded, He came to the pariſh ſchool, and within the ſifth 
day, the runaway, with $1 of the icholars, were laid up with 

the 
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the diſtemper. It ſpread over the country in a ſhort tn 
A 2 5 4 F . "IIB | 1 | J 
but contagious as it was, it was not mortal, oooh 


Mountains, Ge *. There are many hills of different elers 
tions and forms in the pariſh, Among theſe, Beindoray, 
| Beinlaoi, and Crnachan, foar pre-eminently high. The ly 
riſes in a gentle flope from the ſea, and the Lake of Aw; ani 
bythe meaſurement of the late Colonel W atſon, with a quadrant, 
its perpendicular height is ſaid to be 1130 yards above the 
level of the ſea. The cireumference of the mountain, at the 
baſe, is above 20 meaſured miles. Cruachan is the weather 
gauge of the people within view of its lofty ſummit. Before 
the ſtorm, ** the ſpirit of the mountain ſhrieks,” and its head 


| 5 Lal 
and ſides are enveloped in clouds. On the ſummit of this lie 
mountain, was that fatal ſpring, from which, according to the 2 
tradition of our fathers, iſſued forth the beautiful and exten- Ale 
Ave lake of Aw f. „„ 4 
Beindorany 
Elevation of various Mountains above the level of the Sea. wth, 
: EE | A « pelo 
Hartfield Hill, near Moſſat, t, „ 3 
Tintock, in Lanarkſhire, _ - 1 „ 164 6 Fate 
Beinmore, in Breadalbane, from its baſe, =—_ - 2004 u race 
Bein Lawers, in Breadalbane, above Lochtay, „ 338 « Þ 
Ben nevis, in Lochaber, = 8 e * wit 
Benlomond, above the Lake, 7570 i..." $349 # nig] 
| Skiddaw, in Cumberland, - -- - 4466 * cha 
Snowdon, in Wales, . - N — 3366 con 
Mount Blanc, in the Als 135,662 "<q 
Mount tna, 1 TK R * 10,4 « mo 
Ciimborazzo, South Araerica, - 18 20,460 0 pr 
Teneriffte, 5 — — — o 55 — ; 15,390 | © het 
 Hecla in Iceland, = _- „„ „ oc fir 
N. B. 1760 yards make a mile. | | Ot 
3 

4 « Bera the aged, dwelt in the cave of the rock. She was the daughter © ccc 


e lak 


K 07 


„ Griannan the Sage: Long was the line of her fathers, and the was th 


lat 


we buck and mountain deer; but now, the hunter roams no 
Jonger on the hill of the chace; the ſheep browze on the 


heath of the foreſt, and the ſons of the mountains have de- 
erte the inheritance of their race for ages, to reviſit its 
{prings, and glades, and ſecret haunts no more! Formerly, the 
wolf had his haunts in our wilds and mountains, and not on- 
y proved fatal to the cattle, but, when impelled by hunger, 


or inflamed with rage, he even, at times, made depredations 
m the human ſpecies. It 1s ſaid, that, in the year 1680, the 


bt wolf ip Britain was killed by Sir Ewen Cameron of 


Lochiel. ſe | | 12 


Lakes, River and Fi ib —The pariſh extends nearly for 3 
miles on each fide of Lochow. This lake is, in length, about 
30 meaſured miles, and at an average, about 3 quarters of a 


mile in breadth. It is about 36 yards above tbe level of the ; 
ſea, Beſides the intermediate rivers and hills, which run in- 


to 


c her race. Large and fertile were her poſſeſſions: her's the beautiful vales 


© below, and her's the cattle which roamed on the hills around. To Bera was | | 


committed the charge of that awful ſpring, which, by the appointment ol 


* Fate, was to prove fo fatalt to the inheritance of her fathers, and to Her father 8 
5 race, 


% Before the ſun ſhould withdraw his beams, me was to cover the ſpring 


" with a ſtone, on which ſacred and myſterious characters were impreſſed. One 


# Might this was forgot by the unhappy Bera. Overcome with the heat and 


* chace of the day, ſhe was ſeized with ſleep before the uſual time of reſt. The 


" confined waters of the mountains burſt forth into the plain below, and cover- | 
ed that large expanſe, now known by the name of th Lake of Aw, The third 


morning Bera awaked from her ſleep. She went to remove the ſtone from the 
* rig; but, behold, no ſtone was there! She looked to the inheritance of 
her tribe: She ſhrieked! The mountain ſhook from its baſe ! Her ſpirit re- 
" tired to the ghoſts of her fathers, in their light and airy halls.” OsSIAN. 
Of this ill fated female, Mr. Stewart of Strachur, has given a very ingenious 
(count in the ſtatiſtical hiſtory of his pariſh, Sec Vol. 4. P. 559. 
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ws een it receives a conſiderable * of water at each period 


: extremity, and diſcharges itſelf laterally, into an arm of yy and by 
fea at Runaw, after a turbulent ſeries of cataracts for 3 mile, if lued r. 
After a winding courſe of 14 miles, the river Urchay falls in. Wi have | 
to Lochow, at the eaſt end, about a mile below the parig lf every 


ent br 
drom 
mity 
milita 
ginal 
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his co 
grave 
of ro! 
line \ 
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form. 


Church. The lake and river abound with ſalmon, char, troy 
and eels. The laſt is the abhorence of almoſt all the com. 
mon people in the highlands, who conſider them as water ſer. 
pents, and unfit for the uſe of man. Four miles below the 
church, at a place called Catniſh, ſhoals of ſalmon are taken 
in the Urchay, by a ſimple but fatal device. A bold projed. 
ing rock croſſes the bed of the river, nearly from fide to fide 
Its height is ſuch, that few fiſh can overleap the torrent; 
| which, after rains, ruſhes forcibly into the pool below. Many 
 Jalmon, in attempting to leap. fall into a creel, or baſket, fixel 

_ transverſely within the ſtream. But the great {laughter is 
effected in a more fraudulent manner. On the one fide of 
the river there is an open, of the wideneſs of a mill. race, be 

| twixt the rock and the bank. Here a wicker gate is fixed, 
that can be opened and ſhut at pleaſure. Many yards abort 
this entry, the ſtream is ſecured by a like barrier. When 
the water is high and turbid, the fiſh are let in below, and 
when the fiſherman is ſatisfied with the numbers that have WI ran 
paſſed into his toils, he ſhuts the door of his priſon ; and, i les 
like.a mercileſs executioner, he drags his prey with his ſpear, n 
one after another on ſhore. Scores, at times, are thus de- 
ſtroyed in the courſe of a few hours. There are ſeveral other er 


very 
latel) 
beau! 
ſent! 
towe 


| lakes and rivers, of leſſer note, in the Nn all of dr \ 
abounding with fine trout. 5 S. 


R oads and 8 no county has more been done, dur- i *tw 


ing the laſt 20 years, in conſtructing bridges, and forming as 
uſeful lines of road, than! in the ſhire of Argyl! within tha S 


perice 
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jeriod beſides what has been effected by the ſtatute labour, 
ind by a yearly aſſeſsment of above 600 J. Sterling on the va- 
Jued rents, many expenſive bridges and various lines of roads, 
have been completed by large ſubſcriptions: Glenorchay i is 
every where well accomodated with good roads and conveni- : 
ent bridges. The great military road from Stirling to Tayn- 
drom and Inverary, paſſes through the pariſh, from one extre- 
mity almoſt to the other: as does alſo, for many miles, the 
military road, from Tayndrom to Fort- William. In the ori- 
ginal formation of theſe roads, the obvious and proper line 
has not always, been ſelected. The traveller often feels, to 
his coſt, that the road was brought to the gravel, and not the 
gravel to the road. A more enlightened and liberal ſyſtem 
of road- making is now adopted ; and, it is hoped, that the 
line will be altered from its preſent incommodious acclivities 
ind deſcents, wherever a more eaſy and level road can be 
formed. From the inn of Dalmaly, to the bridge of Aw, a 
rery judicious alteration in the line of public road has been 
lately made, at the expence of above 400 1. Sterling, This 
beautiful line winds, for miles, through woods and dells, pre- 
ſenting ſuch varied and agreeable views of water, of iſlands, of 
towering mountains, and floping hills, as give an uncommon 
grandeur.and ſublimity to the landſcape. Part of the road 
lies through a narrow defile, © amidſt ſuch irregularities of 
nature, ſuch deep chaſms, and ſach impending rocks, as 
indicate ſome vaſt convulſions of the earth, to have W 
* ed at ſome remote period of time 93 


„„ e Fes cli. 


About a quarter of a mile below the mouth of the river 3 in view of * 
road, and cloſe by the water edge, i is ſeen a huge ſtone, which, to a traveller of 
humane and ſerious caſt of mind; will afford matter of pleaſing contemplation. 
A ew years ago, in a cottage at the bottom of a ſteep hill, whoſe ſummit is one 
range of projecting rocks, a near and craſhing noiſe was heard, reſembling a clap 
q under, The cottager, from a window, beheld the face of the hill covered 

with 


346 Stat Mica Aecom 


22 and MongBerg —At the eaſt end of "EE: 01 4 
| recky point, projecting into the lake, are to be ſeen the fins 
ruins of Caſtle Kileburn. The ſquare tower, ſtill of a caſtellat. 
ed form, was built in 1440, by Sir Colin Campbell“ Knight 
of Rhodes, and anceſtor of the Breadalbane family. Succeſhye 
additions were made to Caſtle Kilchurn, and part of it wy 

. gertild ned by the king 8 forces, i in the year 174 5, to ſecure the 
peace and tranquillity of the country. But now, this great 
maſs of building is tumbling to the ground; preſenting x 
monument of the mutability of earthly grandeur, and of the 
unavoidable decay of the moſt durable works of human art, 

On a ſmall ifland, not far from Caſtle Kilchurn, called 
| Fracch=Elan\, there are the tuins of a caſtle, In . 


with detached males af jock, renin with velaciy, and flew comm l. 
lender and ill conſtructed b. tation. His wife had juſt gone out, and tt 
| Heard her cries. A child 1.00d at his knee, and another was aſleep in abel 
befide him; He ſprung inſtantaneouſly to the door, with a child, as he thought 
in each hand. Scarce had he croſſed the threſhold, when an enormous fione 

paſſed through his houſe, in the very place where he and his children were: 
moment before. He miſſed a child, and no longer heard the voice of his vile 

He looked to the ruins of his hut; found his child alive and unhurt, in a corner 

where it bad been thruſt by the fragments of the bed and furniture, diſphaced 
by the rock in its courſe. In a little, the mother came to the ſcene, Their jo 

and gratitude were complete. 
Sir Colin was the ſecond ſon of Argyll. His father gave kim Glenorchaj 
with other valuable appendages for his patrimony. He was a man of high re. 
nown for his military proweſs, and for the virtues of ſocial and domeſtic lite, 
He was © a ſtream of many tides againft the foes of his people ; but, like the 
„ gale that moves the heath, to thoſe who ſought his aid,” His firſt lady se 
daughter of the Earl of Angus. Her marriage dower was 600 merks, little more 
than 301, Sterling. As her father was dead, two noblemen, relations of tit 
Augus family, granted a conjunct bond for the payment of the tocher. Sir Colin 
afterwards married one of the co-heireſſes of Stewart, Lord Lorn, 8 which it 
acquired a great acceſſion to his fortune, 
Fraoch-Elan was the Heſperides, of this country, © The fair Mego longed fot 
the delicious fruit 4 the iſle, 1 by a dreadful ſerpent : Fraoch, ww 
6 folg 


od 
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15 this little demeſne, with its fortreſs, and ſame conti. 
guous lands, were granted by King Alexander III. to Gilbert 
MNaughtan, the chief of that clan, on condition that he 


hould entertain the king whenever he paſſed that way. The 
fatal attempt of Fraoch is handed down, from age to age, in 
z beautiful Celtie tale, after the manner of Oſſian the ſon of 


Fingal, —A tranſlation of it, by the Rev. Dr. Smith of Camp- 
belton, when a boy at college, is much and juſtly admired, 
There is another old ruinous caſtle at Auchallader, in the up- 


per part of the pariſh, a hunting ſeat of the Breadalbane 
family, in the days of the chace; but, principally intended 
to reſtrain the incurſions of ſuch meraxders, as might attempt, 


in thoſe predatory times, to pillage and deſpoil the country, 
Near it, on the flope of a hill, a fatal conflict took place, 


about two centuries ago, betwixt two hoſtile clans. Vari- 


ous cauſes are aſſigned for this encounter. Several cairns, 


fill viſible on the heath, mark. the cn where the flain were 


interred, | | 8 . 


In the iſland of Iniſhail, PE remains of a ſmall 3 


with its chapel, are ſtill to be ſeen. Concerning this religious 
houſe, there is little on record, and tradition conveys but 
ſmall information. It was a houſe of Nuns, memorable for 
the ſanctity of their lives, and the purity of their manners. 


At the reformation, when the innocent were involved equal - 


ly with the guilty, in the ſufferings of the times, this houſe 
was ſuppreſſed, and the temporalities granted to Hay, the 
Abet of Inchaffrey; who, abjuring his former tenets of re- 

X x 2 | ligion, ; 


* long loved the maid, goes to gather the fruit. By the ruſtling of the leaves, 


* the ſerpent was awaked from his ſleep. lt attacked the hero, who periſhed in 


* the conflict. The monſter was alſo deftrojed ; Mego did not long ſurvive | 


\ * the death of her lover “ 
_® Pennant's Tour. 
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gion, embraced the cauſe of the reformers. King James Vl. 
| erected Inchaffrey, into a temporal lordihip, in his favour, 


Clan M. Gri gor--In Glenorchay, the chieftain of the clan 
M Grigor, a numerous and potent tribe, had long his princi. 
pal reſidence, and a freehold property. On an eminence, op- 
poſite to the pariſh church, Kill called th Gallow Hill, wen 


executed all criminals, doomed to death in his courts of Juſtice, | 


The proceſs was often ſummary, and the execution ſpeedy, 
The ſun, in its courſe of one day, beheld the culprit at large, 
apprehended, arraigned, adjudged, condemned, and brought 

to execution. In other criminal courts of thoſe times, ſuch 
procedure was not uncommon. A fingle act of M-. Grigors 


jiuſtice, however, is on traditional record. One of his retain. 


ers, who had intentionally put out the eye of a ftranger, 
who had but one, was condemned to loſe both his own, in re. 
taliation for the malice. For the enormities of ſome indivi- 
duals, during the minority of James VI. the whole clan 
were proſcribed by act of parliament, as * Lawleſs Limmer:," 
The firname was, for ever ſuppreſſed ; and, at baptiſm, no 
cletgyman was to give the name of Grigor, under the penalty 
of baniſhment and deprivation. Happily thoſe manners and 
times are no more! In qur days, the innocent are not indiſ- 
criminately involved in the infamy and puniſhment of the 
guilty. An act ſo ſevere is repealed by a more enlightened 
legiſlature; and the clan M*Gx1cok, in poſſeſſion of their 
name, and of every franchize of citizens, are as civilized, a 
peaceable, and as much diſtinguiſhed for every virtue, as any 
olf their fellow ſubjects in the kingdom 


Rent. — The rents of the pariſh kane doubled, and, in ſome 


properties, have tripled within theſe 40 years; and yet, the 


ſituation of the tackſmen is, in general, much better than at 
85 RTE. NEO Es Et that 
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that period. This, particularly, is the caſe, with ſuch as have : 
»ained large paſture tenements on long leaſes. A leaſe for 
10 or 20 years, is conſidered as the ſhorteſt, on which a 

nant can venture, ſecurely, to make any expenſive efficient 
improvements upon his - poſſeſſion. In ſome places, it has 
en the impolitic practice of landlords, to let their grounds 
an ſhort leaſes: a ſyſtem, which, as it is diſcouraging and 

ce, Wlricous to the leaſee, muſt eventually be injurious to the lea- 
iy, e. —Such is not the caſe in Glenorchay. The noble pro- 
ge, prietor, as has uniformly been the laudable practice of the 5 
fmily, gives Every reaſonable encouragement to the tenant. . 

He impoſes no racked rents; he exacts no ſervices 3 he grants 
10 ſhort leaſes ; and, whilſt he himſelf has adequate returns 
from his domains, he has the ſatis faction to hear and ſee that 


er, Inis people proſper. And ſurely, to every man of feeling, and 
te. ral virtue, to contribute to the happineſs of thouſands, who 
Vie earn and eat their bread under him, as the children of his fa- 


nily, and who, ungrudgingly beſtow a great part of the fruit 


1. f their labours, in return for his protection and bounty, muſt, 
no lving and dying, afford a pleaſure and peace of mind, un- 
lty known to the mercileſs and rapacious oppreſſor; to him, 
nd whoſe exactions come ſtained with the ſweat, and tears, and 
il blood of thoſe, who, by nature, are his brethren, and who, 
he rom ſituation, have more than a common claim to his hu- 
ed manity and protection. PETR 5 5 ä 
eit de real rent of the united pariſh, may be from 3,000 1. to 
as 4,000 1, Sterling. EE HY e 7 
7 Hages.—In all the operations of huſbandry. and in every 
mechanic and domeſtic employment, the prices of labour have 
us become, progreſſively, quadruple what they were 50 years 
he . A man ſervant, fed in the family, earns annually, from 
4 5 0 gh—A female, from 2 to 3 guineas. Still, the recom- 


penſe, 


— their eaſe, and without farthering the intereſt of their em. 
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N to this laſt claſs of ſervants, i is more inadequate to their 
ſervices than what is exacted by the former. Often, eſpecial, 
| iy during winter, whilſt the men paſs away the long evenings 


 ployers, the buſy and conſcientious houſe-maid is unremit. 
tingly engaged, in ſome neceſſary employment in the family, 
Let not their earnings then, advanced as they are, be grudged; 
but let all, who reſpect the female character, and female yi. 
lity, regret, that theſe earnings are often thrown away di 

the gewgaws of vanity and faſhion, Every man of humanity 
is pleaſed to ſee them clad in decent and ſuitable appatel; 
but it is painful to obſerve, that, what ſhould be a ſupport to 
_ their future families, and a proviſion ſor ſickneſs and old age, 

is miſapplied in the purchaſe of filks, laces, lawns and tinſel 
But the moraliſt may ſpeculate on this female infirmity as he 
_ chuſes ; as far as the laſs has caſh or credit, to procure baus 
the will, ſtep by ſtep, follow bard after what the degws grad 
and fine in her betters , 


Jon This is an excellent inn in the pariſh, at Dalmal, 
No where in the highlands has more attention been paid to 
the accommodation of the traveller, than on the property o 
Lord Breadalbane. In a line of public road, of above 90 
miles in length, extending from Inveraray to Perth, good inn, 
with ſuitable offices, are built, at proper ſtages, and kept iu 
repair, at conſiderable expence, by his lordſhip +. Care all 
is taken to find inn-keepers qualified for their charge, and d 
civil and obliging deportment to their employers. —Aud i 
enable them to provide ſeaſonably for their gueſts, farms, 01 
d ety terms, are e annexed to the different ſtages. 


Ma 


he prices of viands, and wages of Artificers here, are the ſame 25 ths 
already publiſhed in the ſtatiſtical accounts of the county. 
I Vu. at Dalmaly, Tayndrom, Killin, Kenmore and Amilrec. 
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melting mill, was the proportion allowed to the proprietor 


by the mining company. It has not been wrought for two 
years back. In ſeveral hills of this pariſh, there are appear. 
ances of lead ore. Cobalt, talc, atbeſtos, and a beautiful jaſ= | 
per, have been found in ſmall maſles, among our rocks and 


mountains. By an act of the Scoth parliament, in the year 


1424, the mine was declared royal, and to belong to the ; 
king, when 3 halfpennies of filver could be fined from the 


pound of lead. Limeſtone of good quality, is quarried in va- 


rions parts of the pariſh. Many indigenous herbs, which, 


combined with whiſky, formed of old, a great part of the 
Highlander's materia medica, are now gone much into diſuſe; 
Valerian, Tuſſilago, Althea, All- heal, Liver-wort, Plantain, 
ee and wild carrot are found 1 in abundance. 


Well of Se. Clos, Thaw are no mineral ſprings in the 


pariſh, A quarter of a mile eaſtward from the inn of Dalmaly, 


and near the pariſh ſchool, is the well of St. Connan; memo- 
table for the lightnefs and ſalubrity of its water. St. Connan 


vas the tutelar faint of the country. He lived, it is ſaid,. 
dear the well, and he bleſſed the ſpring. On a little eminence 


hard by, in a humble cot, there dwelt, about 20 years ago, a 


poor old man, principally ſupported by the well of St. Connsn. | 
The whole day he fat, generally at the door of his cot, ready 
to give the paſſengers a drink from his favourite ſpring, for 


Which he received ſome ſmall confideration. It is incredible 
| Yhat quantities he himſelf daily drank, for the ſpace of 44 


ears, that he lived near the well. He never bad a complaint: 


te arrived at the age of 85 or 86 Jears, in the exerciſe of 
all 


| Minerals and I. ndigenous Plants.—On the confines of the pariſh | 
lead mine had been wrought for many years, by means of a 5 
level, The 6th of the product, in bars of lead, from the 
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352 Statiſtical Account 
all his mental faculties. The evening before he died, he vu 
ſeen drinking at the well, as uſual; but, though his practice 
had prevented diſeaſe, it could not ſave him from the hand of 
death. He retired to his cell, and in the morning was foung 
dead in his bed. A few ſhillings, ſufficient to defray the ex, 
| pence of interment, were got, in an old rag beſide him. He 
exacted a promiſe of the miniſter of the pariſh, that no man, 
after him, ſhould occupy the hut. About this, he diſcover. 
ed an anxiety, not be accounted for. The day he was buried, 
the hut was demoliſhed. It would not, indeed, have been eaſy to 
have found a new occupant, for the whole inſide of this ſolitary 
| habitation was lined with the fragments of coffins, brought 
from the church-yard, year after year, as repairs were needed, 


Church. —The church of Glenorchay, outwardly, appears 
decent building. Within, though far from elegant, it is nei. 
ther uncomfortable nor incommodious. Its ſituation is com- 
| manding. and centrical for the people. It is to be regretted, 
that places appropriated to the public worihip of God, ſhould 
not be rendered ſuitable to a ſervice ſo ſacred and ſo impor 
tant. The magnificent temples of the heathen world indicat- 

ed a becoming reverence for the objects of their worſhip, 
The church of Rome, the church of England, and the ſeveral 
ſeparatiſts from our own eſtabliſhment, are careful to hare 
ſuch places, as are conſecrated to the ſervice of the Univetſil 
Parent, made decent and comfortable : whilſt, with us of the 
church of Scotland, many of our country kirks, are ſuch dark, 
damp, and dirty hovels, as chill and repreſs every ſentimen! 
of devotion. They, beſides, endanger the health of every clas 
of worſhippers, and encourage the indifferent and the indolent 
in their neglect of inſtitutions, with the ſtated obſervance ot 
which, moral obligation icſelf, and the public and private haf: 
pineſs of man, are ſo much and ſo immediately conneftel 
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To the honour, however, of all claſſes of people in this coun- 


try, it may be ſaid, with juſtice, that no where are the ordi- 
nanc-s of religion more reſpected or better att nded. Perſons 
or the molt cultivated underſtanding, and of the firit rank in 
ſociety. are not aſhamed to join in the public offices ot devo- 


tion, Bere, cold and cruel infidelity has not yet reared her 
bareful banner. Here, the rich and the poor meet toge- 


ther“ in the houſe of God. Public worſhip is alternately 
performed at the churches of Glenorchay and Iniſhail, (or 
Im dryauch,) 5 meaſured miles from each other. For the 


benefit of the people, in the conjoined extremities of the pa- - 
cithes of Glenorchay and Killin, the late Lady GLENoRCHay, in 
concurrence, and with the aid of the Earl of Breadalbane, 
eſtabliſned a perpetual miſſion, with ſuitable appointments to 
the incumbent. This was a humane and neceflary inſtitution, 


and will remain a laſting monument of the piety and benefi- 


cence of the noble foundreſs, when the millions ſquandercd in 
diſlpation are gone, without leaving one confoling thought to 


their former poſſeſſor, or entailing honour on his name, as the 
dene factor and friend of man, By act of parliament, the two 
{arms of Ichrachan and Phanans are annexed, guoud facra, to 
the parith of Muckairn, as . mai ewart thereto.” And tor 
the ſame reaſons, the three farms oi Leatters, Corrics and 
Driſhaig, are disjoined from Ardchattan, and annexed guoad 
facra, to Glenorchay. In the records of the iynod of Argyll, 


ere is an abſt ract of this act of deſignation and annexation, 


Stipend, Patron aul Heritors.— ITlie living is 67 bolls of 


meal, and 431. Os. 8d. Sterling in money, excluſive of a munſe, 
and two glebes, containing from 16 to 20 acres, moſtly arable. 
The miniſter enjoys the privilege of paſturing 8 cows, the 
Whole year, if be chooſes, on 4 contiguous farms. To this 
May be added, the convenience and advantages which the 

Vo. VIII. | 5" HE minilter 
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miniſter enjoys, trot the poſſeſſion of a ſmall adjacent farm, 


which the family of Breadalbane have continued on ef 
terms, ſor time immemorial, to the ſucceſſive incumbents a 


the pariſh, Without ſome ſuch tenement for ſupplying the 
neceſſaries of life, the fituation of the miniſter of an inland 


Highland pariſh, far from markets, and with a numerous fa. 
mily, would often be very diſtreſſing. It is but juſtice to 'S 


that it has been the general practice of both the noble fami 
lies of ARGYLL and BREADALBANE, in almoſt all the pariſh 


connected with them, to do every thing kind and reaſonable 


for the comfortable accommodation of their miniſters. This 


teſtimony of acknowledgment, the preſent incumbent of 
(Glenorchay and Iniſnail owes alſo to his other heritors, who 
are 5 in number, viz. Campbell of Lochnell, Campbell of 
Monzie, M*Dougall of Hayfield, Campbell of Combie, and 
| Lindſay of Boccaird. The Duke of Argyll is patron.—lnno | 
Part of the kingdom has patronage been exerciſed with more 
marked attention to the heritors and people of a pariſh, than 
in this country. Violent ſettlements are not known in our 
bounds. The rights of patronage and of law are therefore 


reſpetind by! tne pope? Fo 


Shoot, 


F The following ſingular f. it is the only inſtance to the contrary. At 
the revolution, when preſbytery was laſt re-eſtabliſhed in North Britain, a Mr, 
Pugald Lindſay was the Epiſcopal miniſter of Glenorchay. Mr. Lindfay 
would not conform Preiled by the ſynod of Argyll, the noble proprietor 0! 
the country reluctantly wrote a letter of invitation to a preſbyterian prob 


tioner, in the ſuire of Perth, to be miniſter of Glenorchay. He accepted; came 
4 on the cloſe of” a W reck to the pariſh, but could find no houſe to receive him, or 
perſon to make him welcome. In his diſtreſs, he was drove to the houſe of the man 


whom he came to ſupplant, and was received with a cordiality and kindneſs, 
becoming a miniſter of the goſpel. Over the whole | pariſh, there was a ſtrong 
f cerment, Peo ple of all ages and conditions aflembled, from all quarters, in the 
church-yard, on Sabbath, long before the uſual hour of w orſhip. At the ap- 
Pearance 0 the ranger, acconpantc 4 b by their own paſtor, there was a general 
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Sezen. — The {chool of Glenorchay has long been i in great 
repute, and is well attended. Beſides the natives, many 
children, both from the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, have been, from 
time to time, ſent for their elementary education to this ſe- 


minary; where, freed from that contagion of vice and bad 
exemple, which too often corrupts the morals of the youth 


in towns, they form early habits of virtue, and acquire a har- 
dineſs and vigour of conſtitution, leſs common at their years, 
in warmer climates. Many of thoſe, who, in the early period 


of life, have been brought up at this ſchool, have become 


diſtinguiſhed as uſeful profeſſional men, in the various ſitua- 
tions of ſociety. The ſalary of the maſter is 151. paid by 
Lord Breadalbane ; which, with other fixed and contingent 


emoluments, makes the total income, at an average, to be bet. 


ter than 40 J. a year. During winter, the ſcholars amount 
to 100, and then an aſſiſtant is employed: and even in the 
fummer months, when many of the poorer children are obli- 
ged to leave ſchool and go to ſervice, the number attending 
is ſeldom under 60. Ti OE | 

The office of a ſchoolmaſter is an uſeful and laborions em- 
ployment. It is a pity, that the encouragement to this claſs 
ol men, ſhould f in general, be ſo inadequate to their utility, 


7 and 


murmur of indignation. Twelve armed men, with drawn ſwords, ſurrounded 


de aſtoniſhed intruder. Two bagpipes ſounded the March of Death. Unmov- 
« by the tears and remonſtrances of Mr, Lindfay, in this hoſtile and awful 
fum, they proceeded, with their priſoner, to the boundary of the pariſh; and of the 


county. There, on his bended knees, he ſolemnly engaged never more to enter 


the pariſh, or trouble any perſon for the occurrences of that day. He was al- 
lowed to depart in peace, and he kept his promiſe. The Synod of f Argyll were 
auch incenſed. Time cooled their ardour. The proprietor was indulgent, Mr. 
Lindfay deſerving, and the people loved him. He continued in the undiſturbed 


Ficion of his charge till his death, more than 30 years after the foreſaie 
event, 
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al to ate: whats; In moſt pariſhes, though it is by Ty 
means the caſe in this, the winnings of a common ſervant 
greatly exceed the income of men, whoſe employment ex. 
poſe them to much waſte of health and ſpirits; to much hunger 
and cold, and to much cenſure ; men too, many of them poſſeſſed 
of learning and cultivated minds, and by means of whom. the 


firſt principles of morals and of ſcience are communicated to 


millions. Dr. Sauuxs Joinson, Dr. BEATTIE of Aberdeen, 
and the learned Mr WaLTER RUpDIMaAN, with many other; 
of the moit 6iſtingurſhed characters, in the liberal profeſſions, 
once carned their poor” pittance ol ſupport, in i ſuch employ. 
ments * | | 
5 is a ſchool for teaching girls ſewing, is eſtabliſke! 
a} in the country, by the honourable Society tor Propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge, with a competent ſalary : and there i; 
another ſmall ſchool in the pariſh of Iniſhail, very poorly en- 
: dowed, though the aſſeſſment on the valued rent, to form a ſa- 
lary, is more than commnon in ſuch caſes. Although we are 
a peaceful people, fencing maſters come occationaily to the 
bounds, to inſtru us in the art of defence : and maſters 0f 
manners alſo do us the favour, from time to time? 
us © the graces—the graces 1.“ 


„ to teach 


Poor. — The poor in this united charge are numerous; 
amounting at times, to 60: and many of them, the #45. tht 
fatherleſs, the widow, and the bed-ridden. Beſides occaſional 
| ſupplies, there is a ſtated ſummer and winter diftribution, to 
the amount of 241. or 261. 


a year. This ſam aries irom 


160 J. of mortitied money; from the col! jecklons at chuici 
and from ſmall fines iwpoled for immoraiities in the paul. 


By Hitlette 


f . . inc 
* In 1500, the learned HecToR BoETHiUS, the fir principal of lng 
college Ab deen, had but 40 merks fajary, about 2}, 48. 5d. Sterling. 
} Chelterficld's Letters. 
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Htherto, no aſſeſſments, (ſuch as the law authoriſes in urgent 


caſes.) have been exacted. Such of the poor as can, and 


chooſe, are allowed to beg, without reſtriction. And, in- 
iced, whilſt, the indigent are fo many, and the funds to ſup- 


port them ſo diſproportionote to their wants, it would be 


eruel and oppreſſive to controul them it is but zullice = 


the humanity of the people of the pariſh to declare, that they 
"ver refuſe to extend their charity to the ccd mend dicant, 
wiecher a ſtranger or a native, About 20 years ago, a ſtranger, 
with his family, came to reſide in tbe parih. By accident, his 
houſe and his all were deſtroyed by fire. A collection was made 
for them at the church doors, which amounted to 22 1. and 3 
pence ſterling. No heritors were reitdent at the time. On 
this cccaſion, even the cottage widow, cheerfully, © threw her 
tuo mites, into the treaſury of the temple *.” 


Tuel.— The fuel, principally uſed in the pariſh, is peat. 


Tie preſeat partial and impoiitic duty on coal 


Ld 


=etner with the 


expencg 


It is a juſt remark, that © the proper regulation of the poor, as it is one cf 


* 


„the moſt. important, ſo it is alſo one ef the moſt difficult circumſtances of po- 


* lice: that a ſcanty ſupply, or a rigid execution of the penal ſtatutes againſt 
„ mendicants, compels many miſerable creatures to ſuffer all the wretchednels 

* of poverty; While a liberal provition, indiſceiminately beſtowed, encourages 
2 idleneſs, aud ultimately terminates in proligacy, and vice f.“ From a peru- 
al of the Scotch acts of parliament relating to the poor, it appears, that no 
paper has a legal claim to be maintained by any pariſh, unleis he was Sorg 


there, or had his reſidence in it for the % 3 years, previeus to his application, 


} : 1 7 . 8 . 
ln the year 1781, one Wadd le, a Gay-labourer, came to the pariſh of Hutton, .. 


aving in his family a ſon upwards of 20 years ef ave, who had been paralytic 


rom his birth. He applied to have this fon put ou the poor's roll. but was ro 


wed. No legal methods being taken to remove Waddle out of the pariſh, hc 


continued in it for three years after; then applied 20 the fheriſe, to have his for 


rolled for a weekly ſupply from the periſh funds. Iis the, ther orderec., 


Ad the C.urt of Scſhon affirmed his fentonce f. 


1 | * ee ee 3 C eier. 
Dr, Maqurlam's Suguiries concerning tis Year. "ACE Dt Segerun. 
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expence of lad and water carriage, put it out of the power c This b 
the many to enjoy the comfort of coal fires, even in the wort ecclates, 

of ſeaſons. And the ſufferings of the lower claſſes, with . Nies yea 
| ſpe& to ſiring, in wet years, during the rigour of winter, (ay 5 
only be conceived by ſuch as have felt them. A few years apo, Gar 
many poor people in the Weſt Highlands were obliged to bun bare, fr 
moſt of their houſchold furniture, to repel the cold and gkeit) 
prepare their food. Old people and young children, unable Wi deral, 
to bear the cold, were moſtly confined t to bed. ind con 
attend 
ing atte 


n Bird. Our migratory birds are the cuckoy, 
lies tO 
the hea 
ple to « 


the lapwing, the ſwallow, and the woodcock. In ſevere win. 
ters, the ſwan viſits our lakes for a few weeks; and, though 
a wary and watchful bird, it is not uncommon to ſee it fall 


prey to the arts of the ſportſman. The Bohemian chatterer, place *, 
bird of a moſt beautiful plumage and ſtriking conformation priſe oc 
Was taken, laſt ſeaſon, i in this country. 

1 5 55 Ig . The! 
e eee given in this, and in many other E 
pariſhes, for the extirpation of the mountain eagle. Yet rg! 
ſtill, this bird of prey, fo deſtructive to kids, lambs, and game, tus, ar 
is common in our wilds and deſerts. The eagle has either 8 

| | | 5 ; But, as t 

loſt much of its former audacity and ſtrength, or the many . ap 
| 0 N o * | . | ; 5 N aca 
traditions reſpecting its aſſaults on the young and defencele!, WF. .: 
even of the human kind, are fabulous and unfounded *, *.— Win: t. 
Ini but, on! 

brmane 

0 Mäc. 

There is a traditon current in the Ute of Man, tlat a live infant, ſound ir  Cullo 
ihe aerie of an eagle, was brought to the proprictor of the iſland ; who, having 08 Fedded, 
children of his own, adopted this fortunate foundling, and bequeathed him his ad his 
poſſeſſions. The ſame authority aſſerte, that this child was the anceſtor of the We: 

Stantey ſamily. In the genealogica} hiſtory of that noble houſe, there 15 10 Werne! 

alluſion to this egendary pedigree, although the impreſſion of an eagle 07 d chi 7 8 

. d n 


ane von o ire e Man, is probably owing to tome lach circuhiſtanck. 


* Glenorchay and Iniſhatl, 7 359 : 


This bird is remarkable for its longevity. Mr. Keyſler ; 
3 that an eagle died at Vienna, after a conſinement of 


Charadler of the People. — The inhabitants of this pariſh 


hive, from time immemorial, been marked, for peculiar re- 
e:larity of conduct, and decency of manners. They are, in ge- 
neral, ſober, induſtrious and humane; courteous, peaceable, 
ind contented. —They are all of the eſtabliſhed church, and 


tend the public inſtitutions of religion, with becom 


ing attention and decorum. Here are no religious controver- 
fes to agitate the human mind; to hurt the beſt feelings af 
the heart, and to render men fierce, injurious, and uncharita - 
dle to one another Enormous crimes are unknown 1n this 
face. Law ſuits occur but ſeldom. The little differences, that 
ilile Bona among neighbours, are ſettled either by the 


| good 


*The Lowland people, who have long believed, that every Highlander lived is 


plunder and rapine, will hardly credit, that there is perhaps leſs thievery and 


picking in the Highlands, than in any part of the King's dominions. In feudal | 


tines, and before the operation of law in the remote parts of the kingdom, there 
ws 2 general ſyſtem of depredation, roo prevalent in many Highland countries. 
But, as this was, often, only a rctaliation for ſimilar injuries, and patroniſed by 


tte heads of clans at variance with one another, it ſubjected the oller, neither 


tb puniſnment nor diſgrace. Impelled by hunger, the ſtarving Highlander was 
deed tempted, at times, to purloin ſubſiſtence from the folds of the wealthy: 


but, on all occaſions, he avoided the cattle ol the pour) with a nee and 


brmane attention. 


Mac-lax, alias KEN NED, after the defeat of the unfortunate Charles Start, 


« Culloden, watched over him, with inviolable fidelity for wecks, and even 
robed, at the riſque of his life, for his ſupport, at the very time that he himſelf 


nd his family were in a ſtate of ſtarvation, and that he knew he could gain | 
8,500 1. by betraying his gueſt, This poor man was afterwards executed at 
lixerneſs for ſtealing a cow. A little before his execution, he took off his bonnet, 
ul thanked God, © that he had never betrayed truſt, never injured the poor, 


end never reſuſed a iharc of what he had to the Rranger and vcedy,” It is 
; ſaid, 
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good offices of a juſtice of the peace, who reſides in che parily 
or by Lord Breadalbane's Chamberlain, or Steward, whey * 
comes to the country : and the ſmall fines that are, at mes, 
impoſed for miſdemeanours, are generally paid to the kirk, 
: treaſurer for behoof of the poor of the par: iin. 

The ſuperior claſs of tackſmen live in commodious and decer 
Houſes, in the enjoyment of the comforts of lite, with 5 
neatneſs, and hoſpitality : and even the middling and luya 
ranks of the peaſantry live in a ſtyle of plenty and cleanlinelz 
very different from that of their predeceſſors. F ormerly, in. 
deed, much of that time, which is now ſpent in uſeful in. 
duſtry, or in acquiring mental improvement, was paſled in ju. 
dolence, in the favourite chang: or in liſtening to the captive 
20g &« tales of other times.“ | 

A ſtrict attention to credit, and a marked pundual'ty in 
diſcharging every money engagement, has 5 Jong characteriſed, 


eval 


ſaid, King George II. was much moved, when he hcard of the fate ol Mac- lan 
and declared, that if he had known the circumſtances in proper time, he would 
have put him in a ſituation, in which he would not have been tempted to ial 
a co for ſubſiſtence. The Chevalier had ordered him a little money, but Ma 
Jan never received it.— At Inveraray, there has not been a ſingle criminal exccte 
ted theſe 42 year | 
At a period not very remote, an awful retribution quickly followed at a6 0! 
ngular intemperance in this pariſh, A military party marching through ts 
country in a hot ſummer day, fome of the men broke into a facl/i2;, ans uſed 
an unwiſe freedom with a churn-ful! of cream they found in the ut. Us 
man, tempted with the richneſs of the feaſt, would ncither be perſuaded to . 
deration, nor to retire with his fellow depredators. Afraid, however, 0: being 
reported to his ſuperior, he ran hard to overtake his party. Humane iry throws 
a veil over the ſhocking ſate of this unſortunate ſpotter, ie was rel 


the road, and his grave inculcates a leſſon of honeſty, chaſtened gr ratification « 


moderation, on all who bchold it, and know the. occaſion, He was zer 
. 


3-Mbs* 
| BP * 
Del 


of Chenorebay and Iniſſail. 7. 


eren the pooreſt villager of the country. The ſimple promiſe 


of the poor to pay, without any other obligation, will, gene- 


rally, procure from thoſe who know them, the loan of mo- 
ney in their ſtraits, and family neceſſaries from the ſhop-keeper. 
Buch is the ſtate of this united pariſh; and ſuch the general 
character of the people in it. May no future Statiſtical writer, 
in his acounts of either, have ever | cauſe to give a Wörle re· 


preſentation of them! K 
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NUMBER XIX, 
PARISH OF CRIECH. | 


< County of Sutherland. 3 of Dornoch,—S = of 
e e and Carthneſs. # 


Ry the Rev. Mr. GRoRCE Rainy, 


Name, Situation ad Tatts 


E. etymology of Criech is not perfectly known; it 
may ſignify the bounding pariſh, as it is the boundary 
betwixt Sutherland and Roſs for a great way. It may allo 
ſignify the pariſb of woods or trees, There is {till a great 
deal of wood in it; but there was formerly much more; 
and ſome of the woods, being ſeen from the low country, 
may have given the name to the pariſh, —This, however, 18 
but conjecture. N 

The pariſh is of very great extent. 
the largeſt in Scotland, running from E. to W. or N. W. 
from within 4 computed miles of the burgh of Dornoch on 
the E., to a few miles of the church of Affint, the pariſh on 
the W. coaſt. The length of it from E. to W. inhabited, is 
reckoned 24 computed miles; but the utmoſt bounds of the 


pariſh 


It is, perhaps, one of 


pariſ 


and 


of 40 
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the pariſh of Kincardine for 10 miles. The pariſh of Criech 


lies oppoſite to the pariſh of Kincardine, but ſtretches about 
ix miles farther eaſtward, oppoſite to the pariſh of Edder- 
town, ſeparated from theſe pariſhes by the Kyle and che river ; 
Ockel. Its length may be ſeen to be very great, from exa- 5 
mining any common 3 of enn. | 


$oil—The * of the pariſh is light and thin, except in the 
E. end of it, where there is deep loam; and ſome meadows on 
the Kyle, and the ſides of rivers in the top of it. The arable land 


moſtly lies on the Kyle ſide, on a hard gravel. In many places 


the gravel, when dug and mixed with dung, proves excellent 


manure. As the ſoil is thin, and lies expoſed to the ſouth, 


the harveſt is in general very early, much more ſo, than in 
the low country, or in places farther to the ſouth. There are 
hills and moors back from the Kyle, where the tenant's cattle 

are paſtured in ſummer. The hills, for the moſt part, are 


covered with heath, with many interjacent ſpots of green 
grals, eſpecially near ſmall rivulets. The face of the pariſh 


Is bully, Perha ds, not a thirtieth part of the e is culti- 
ted, | 


Climate and Di Nempers.— The climate is very \ various, In 


the eaſt end of the pariſh, it is as temperate as on the coaſt of 


Uherland, While the weather is s dry and good in the eaſt 
2 2 2 end, 


of Crieebd. ? 363 


pariſh ſtretch far into the hills and moors, lying between Criech 
and the pariſh of Eddrachylis, and may be reckoned upwards 

of 40 meaſured miles. The breadth of the pariſh is very un- 
equal, In ſome places it is but 2 miles broad: in ſome 5, 
and in the top of the pariſh, it may be from 5 to Io miles 
broad, and upwards. The pariſh of Criech lies on the ; 
| of the Kyle or Frith of Tain, and the river Ockel, The 
Kyle flows about 11 miles above the church of Criech: The 
river Ockel, diſcharging itſelf into the Kyle, ſeparates i it from 
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end, it may be flormy and very wet in the weſt part, where elle 
the hills are high and large. A difference of climate com. end 
5 monly takes place every 5 miles, the one fartheſt weſt be. 


Ing the worſt; but even here ſome exception is to be obſervel. 4 
If the wind blows from the W. for any time, there is often Hi 
rain in the eaſt end of the pariſh, and if it blows from the E. fror 
| there may be dry weather in the W., and vice verſa. Some. fror 
times the crop has ſooner been ripe, cut down and got in, in or | 
the weſt part of the pariſh than in the eaſt, _ Wy Cri; 
The climate, i in general, is healthy, yet there have not been afte 
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many examples of longevity for the laſt 20 years, though 
many live till they are paſt 70, and ſome till 80: there is one 
living at preſent 80, and another 84. Epidemical fevers 
ſometimes occur, and prove mortal, according to the ſeaſon 
of the year in which they take place. When fevers happen, 
they commonly ſpread, occaſioned, perhaps, from the cuſtom 
that prevails, of the neighbours coming to viſit the ſick per- 
lons, and ſtaying long with them. If a perſon is ſick, and there 
is appearance of danger, it is uſual to ſee the ſmall apartment 
crouded with neighbours and friends, many of whom mul 
catch the infection. The rheumatiſm is become much mote 
common of late than formerly. Several have been cut oi 
by the conſumption, and there are ſeveral perfons now l- 
bouring under the cancer. The ſmall pox and meaſles have 
ſometimes proved very fatal. Inoculation for the ſmall-pox 
has ſcarce been practiſed in this pariſh. A few have been 


inoculated this very ſpring for the ſmall-pox, which have river 
proved of the moſt favourable kind. It is difficult to fay, t thoſe 
what the frequency of the rheumatiſm i 15 to be aſcribed. The pariſ] 


Food 
ellt, 
othe 


people now are as well lodged, clothed and fed, as their fore 
fa thers. No difference in their diet has taken place for 2 
conſiderable time pait, except that the people live more on [9 


tatoes for a great park of. the year 3 which, however, ale 
eſteem! 


% 
© eſteemed wholeſome food. This pariſh, eſpecially the weſt 
«a of it, lies at a great diſtance from all medical afſiſtance. 


. | Rivers, Fiſh and Tates.— The rivers in this pariſh are the 
n Shin and the Caſly, and the upper part of the pariſh is ſeparated 
from that of Kincardine, by the river Ockel. The Shin iſſues 
. from Lechſhin in the pariſh of Lairg. It falls into the Kyle, 
n or Frith of Tain, at Inyerſhin, 5 miles above the church of 
| Criech. The ſalmon on the river Shin are very large, and, 
n after being on the river for ſome time, turn brackiſh. At 
h in average, a ſalmon barrel contains about 20 or ſo. There | 
ge is, on this river, a caſcadę of a conſiderable height, and a deep 
rs pool below, into which the water falls from the rock. The fiſh, 
on leaping to get over the caſcade, fall back into a creel, or baſket, 
n, and are killed, Moſt of the fiſh were in uſe to be caught in 
m this way. The caſcade is called the Linn. Cruives are erected 
if this ſeaſon on the river, which runs from N. to 8. The 
Te length of the river from the S. to the Kyle, is about 5 miles. 
Ut The Caſsly, iſſuing from the hills on the north weſt of the pa- 
ul jiſh, runs S. and falls into the Kyle at Roſehall. The ſalmon 
Ire on this river are ſmall and white, and very tender. The 
oll river Ockel iſſues in part from the high hill of Or- bein- mor- 
la- Aſünt, whence it runs eaſtward, and falls into the Eyle, near 
We the place where the Caſsly joins it. The ſalmon on this river 
0X are large and good. There are trouts in all of thoſe waters. 
een Tae fiſhermen can eaſily diſtinguiſh the ſalmon of all theſe 
ave rivers, as well as of other two that fall into the Kyle, from 
to thoſe of the Kincardine fide. There are ſeveral lakes in the 
The pariſh that abound in trouts, ſome of which are of a very 
good quality. The largeſt lakes are Loch-migdol and Loch- 
lt, each about 2 meaſured miles long. There are many | 
others of a leſſer ſize. | | 
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366 Staliſtical Account 

Mineral Springs, e There is only one Misere ſpring, 
which | is near Roſehall, and riſes within a few paces of the 
| Kyle. It is impregnated with ſulphur or iron, and it has been 
but little uſed, as it ſmells rank. There are traces of an iro 
work having been carried on in the hill immediately above 
it ; and in the burn or rivulet above it, there 1s a vein of 
manganeſe. This vein, as far as yet diſcovered, is but ſmall, 
but ſaid to be of an excellent quality. Some of it has been 
examined * perſons Killed in thoſe matters. | 


l. rw i b biny A POR of hills runs 

parallel to the Kyle, except where it is intercepted by rivers, 

The higheſt hill is in the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, cal. 

led Bernmore AMint, one part of which is in the pariſh of 
Criech, and the other fide in the pariſh of Aſſint. Its ſides 

are covered with graſs and daiſies. In ſome places it is very 

rocky, but affords excellent paſture. for ſheep, all the yu 
round, except in winter, 


Woods. —There i is a great quantity of natural wood 1n this 
pariſh, conſiſting chiefly of oak and birch ; but there 1s every 
probability, that there was much more formerly, Several 
oak woods have been cut down within theſe 30 years, ſome 
of them about ten years ago, and have yielded a large quan- 
tity of excellent bark. Some old oak. woods have been cut 
down, and no under-growths have ſprung up in their ſtead; 


but ſeveral young woods have been cut lately, and are growing 


again and in a thriving ſtate. There are alſo conſiderable 
plantations of firs in different parts of the pariſh. The Jargelt 
is at Roſehall, facing the S., of great extent; and in a very 
thriving condition. 


M/ — There is a great quantity of moſs in the different 


hills and moors, much of it of excellent quality; and the 
molt 
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except perhaps a few places lying at the greateſt diſtance 
from the moſs, and where the roads are very bad. In many 
moſſes, there are roots of old fir trees dug up, which ſerve for 


the hills have formerly been covered with fir. Often large fir 


building OY and laſt very 9 


Sea Weed. —There is jy little ſea weed for manuring the 


. land. A very little kelp is made once in three years, on the 


l. ſhore of one eſtate, However, the ſmall ſhort ſea weed is of 


of ule for feeding mn in winter, and i 15 reckoned vey” whole- ; 


es ſome. 


ar 


the pariſh, every ſmall tenant having his proportion, general. 


his 


ery 
ral 


"ms 


de is not in ſtraitened circumſtances. In that caſe, he takes 
cattle from others, who have more than they can feed, at 
the rate of 28., 28. 6d., or 3s., through the winter and ſpring, 
an. Wh nolily of a ſmall hardy kind, and may now, at an average, 


cut Witch, when ſold to drovers, from 21. 10s. to 31. Sterling. 


ad; 
ving 
able 
gelt 


pally on the black cattle for paying their rents. 
very | 


Horſes and Sheep. The number of horſes was taken a few 
Jars ago, and all the horſes, young and old, amounted to 
1531, There are ſeveral farms in the weſt end of the pariſh 

ſtocked 


exent 
| the 
molt 


noſt part of the pariſh i is well riet with fuel from thence; 35 


ght in the winter nights. From this, it would appear that 


trees quite freſh and ſound, and of conſiderable length, have 
been dug up, and when ſplit, they are uſcſul for ET in 
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Black Cattle. There is a great number of black cattle in 


ly as many as his provender can ſupport during the winter, if 


s provender is plentiful or ſcarce. The black cattle are 


dome cattle, belonging to gentlemen, are of a larger ſize, and 
kreater value, and may be a mean of mending the breed of 
attle among the common people. The people depend prin- 
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Rocked with ſhes. The number of ſins may amount 6 x4 
_ upwards of 4000, and is increaſing, Theſe ſheep farms have par 
diminiſhed the number of inhabitants, as well as the numbet — 


of black cattle and horſes, The beſt of the wool ſells at 128. the 
the ſtone, 21 lbs. Scotch to the ſtone. Moſt of the mal of t 
| tenants have a few ſheep of a ſmall ſize, and badly woolled, ſow 
Their wedders, when fat, ſell at 5 s. 6d. and 6s. 6 d. and fold acre 
ſome years ago at 3 8. 4 d. and 48. The ſheep belonging t on!) 
the ſmall tenants, it is thought, ſuffer from their bad manage land 
ment. They put them up in a ſmall hut, juſt large enough afte 
to contain their number, both ſummer and winter. This; in beer 


all probability, hurts them, grot 
TE ne, EY 3 ly 1 
” opulation.— The return to Dr. Webſter, of the ſlate of Ster 
the population, in 1755, was 1705. The number of the inbs- jorit 
bitants on the whole, is much the ſame that it was 20 or 30 | 
years ago, being 1 in ſome places leſs, and in others more nu- 0 
merous than formerly. In the year 1772-3, ſeveral emigrated oats, 
to America. Some farms have been conjoined, and a conſider- peaſe 
able number of inhabitants have been removed out of grounds Marc 
turned into ſheep walks. By all theſe means, the number t 9s 
people have been conſiderably diminiſhed in the weltera di o. 
viſion of the pariſh ; but in the eaſtern they are more numer iſ come 
ous than before. The total number of catechiſable pero, i able 
or thoſe above 7 years of age, in ſpring 1791, came to 1384 27 pc 
ſo that adding the uſual proportion of 2, the total population place 
may be ſtated at 1730 ſouls. There are very few bachelors, them 


as the men, in general, marry young. There are ver) tew 
married perſons without children. The medium of children 
in each ſamily is 5 or 6. The number of ſmall tenants, ealls 
ward from the river Shin, for g computed mules, is about 150 
belides people who have {mall crofts. 


Rent, 


of Creech, 


Rent, Cultivation and Proprietors, —The valued rent of the 


pariſh 1 is 2983 1. Scotch. The real rent may be upwards of 
900 J. Sterling. The rent of the ſeveral ſalmon fiſhings, on 


the rivers and frith, may amount to 1401. Sterling. Much 
of the arable land is dear. 


ſowing of a boll of bear, (ſomething more than a Scotch 


acre,) pays 11. Sterling. In many places the ground is fit 
only for ſmall black oats, of which three crops are taken on ſuch 
land, and then it is allowed to reſt for 3, 4; or 5 years, 
Very few experiments have 
been made, to aſcertain how lime would anſwer with ſuch 
ground. There are 8 proprietors in the pariſh, of whom on- 


after which it is cropped again. 


ly 1 refides conſtantly. One gentleman pays of rent 1201. 


Sterling. One ſheep farm is rented at 1301. ; 5 but the ma- 


jority e of farms : are 1 1 95 by mall t tenants. 


Crops a Produce... The chief crops are borkey, white 
cats, ſmall black oats, potatoes, and a very ſmall quantity of 


peaſe. The oats are commonly ſown in the laſt week of 
March, and beginning of April; in the few large farms, the 


cats are ſown ſooner, if the weather permits. 


They uſually 


low bear in the beginning of May. The people here are 
come into the practice of cultivating potatoes to a conſider- 


able amount, and find their account in it; they raiſe as ma- 
ny potatoes, as, at an average, may be ſufficient to ſupply the 
place of bread for four or five months in the year. Some have 


them until June, and they commonly begin to uſe them the 


alt week of Auguſt, and ſometimes ſooner. They have proved 


of the greateſt benefit to this diſtrict, Even when victual is 
very ſcarce, and there is a great demand for bread, as ſoon 


as the potatoes are fit for food, the demand ſtops inſtantly. 
The pariſh produces, in tolerably good years, rather more vic- 
wal than would be ſuflicient for ſupplying itſelf, — There are 

Vo. VIII. 3 A fruit 
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In ſome parts of the pariſh, the 
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370 | Stat 2 Account 
truit t. trees only 5 in throw or. four gardens, which produce plen. 
Lene Za in ſome years. 


Eee State. There is not one perſon in this pariþ, 
who does not belong to the eſtabliſhed church. There was 2 
miſſionary miniſter ſettled for upwards of 25 years, in the 
| heights of the pariſhes of Criech and Kincardine, why 
preached every third Sabbath in the high grounds of Creech, 
He had a ſalary of 251. Sterling, from his majeſty's royal hour. 
ty, and of y1. Sterling from the pariſhes. Fifteen computel 
miles of the pariſh of Criech were under this miſſion; but 
it was diſcontinued, and the ſalary removed, at Whitſunday 
1789, by the Committee for managing the royal bounty, on 
account (as was ſaid,) of the deficiency of the Society“ 
funds; although the Commitee had no other miſſionary in the 
dounds of the preſbyteries of Dornoch or Tain, and although 
the extent of theſe two pariſhes, contiguous to each other in two 
different preſbyteries, tie number of the inhabitants, and 
their eager deſire for the means of inſtruction, and for having 
the ordinances of the goſpel adminiſtered among them, (a 
which they punctually attend,) pled loudly for the continu- 
ance of the miſſion. This would have been a great hardſhip 
on the people, as well as on the miniſters of their pariſhes 
bad not the knowledge of the cafe excited the compaiiion an! 
ſympathy of Lady Roſs Baillie; who, out of her own liberality, 
has appointed a permanent miſhon in this extenſive diſtridt, 
with a better ſalary than was afforded by the Committee; tv 


gether with large accommodations, 2 will render the ſtation 


ſufficiently comfortable, 

The ſtipend of the eſtabliſhed ie} is 72 bolls of victual, 
one half oat meal and the other half bear ; 251. Sterling 11 
money, and 11, 138. 4d, Sterling for graſs, The decreet VP 
obtained for the ſtipend in 1708. The pariſh can bear a g'% 

- augmentation 


3 


Na 


N, 98 


wementation, which is much needed, and it is pe will be 
granted; living being now more than doubled, even in this 


corner, ſince the time this ſtipend was fixed. A new manſe 


was built in 1780 and the * was laſt Summer 


and is now finiſhed. 


RD are no funds for the poor, but the collections 
made at church, which are ſmall and pitiful indeed, amounting 


only to 41. or 51. Sterling a year, and a very little for dues 


of the mort cloth. The number of the poor on the roll, in 


the eaſt diviſion of the pariſh, is 37, and in the weft 23; in 
all 50. They can ſcarce get more than what is neceſſary to 


buy ſhoes to them : Very few, however, of this number go 
about begging. Moſt of them earn in harveſt and otherwiſe, 
as much as is neceſſary to ſupport them; they commonly get, 
from ſome friend or neighbour, a little land for potatoes, 
which is of great ſervice to them. If a perſon is quite poor, 
and unable to work at all, or diſeaſed, the neighbours ſend in 


what is nearly ſufficient; or ſome friend goes about among the 


tenants, and gets ſupplies for ſuch an object. On very ex- 


trordinary emergencies, a collection is raiſed in the church. 


Scarcity in 178 3-4.— This pariſh, like others in the neigh- 
bourhood, was in great diſtreſs in Summer 1783 and 1784, 


elpecially in 1983. None however died for want. On ſeveral | 
tltates, the heritors procured victual to their tenants from 
ume to time; the vidual, ſent by government, was diſtribut- 


ed among moſt of the families of the pariſh, The poor were 
ingularly indebted to a gentleman in Glaſgow, of uncommon 
benevolence, who had lived in the pariſh when a boy, and 


who ſent money, and five bolls of white peaſe, which were 


diſtributed among upwards of 80 perſons, in proportion to 


ineir neceſſity, Some few removed with their families to the 
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| ſhores abounding with cockles, &c. which were re uncommon 
_ plentiful that ſeaſon, and ſupported them for ſome time. By 
theſe means the lives of the „ were n pre. 


Lk ſerved. 


"Perla and Trade, Thaw are no bridges | in this pariſh 
but there are 4 or 5 ferries between it and that of Kincardine, 
which are croſſed by cobbles, or yawls, and boats, that can fer. 
ry over two horſes each, or more. The people in this pariſh 
and neighbourhood, have been amuſed from time to time 
with the hopes, that a bridge was to be built over the Kyle, 
at Culrain, about four miles above the church of Criech, at 
the expence of government. It would be of great advantage 
to the inhabitants of this diſtri& in particular, beſides the 
emolument that would accrue to the community at large, it 
the public road around the ferries were brought this way by 
a bridge. Such a bridge would be particularly convenient for 
drovers; all the cattle driven to the ſouth from Sutherland, 
_ Caithneſs, and Lord Reay's country, except the pariſh of 
Aſſint, having hitherto been obliged to croſs the Kyle by 
ſwimming ; which, when the weather is bad, and the Kyle 
much ſwelled by rains, hurts the cattle greatly, eſpecially 
when the night following proves cold. Sometimes they 
refuſe to ſwim, in which caſe they muſt be ferried over 
by the cobble. The people pretend to foretell, whether they 
| ſhall have a good market or not, by their readineſs to ſwim. 
The roads, in this extenfive pariſh; are very bad; ſtatule 
work is but ſeldom performed, which may be owing to thus 
circumſtance, that few heritors reſide in it. The roads might 
eaſily be made good, as the bottom is hard and gravelly. 


Antiquities, Near the church, there is an obeliſk, or high 
ſtone, 8 feet long and 4 feet broad, marked Gltindly with the 
ſign 


the 
ſign 
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6gn of the etoſs, According to tradition; a Daniſh chief was 

interred here. On the top of the Dun of Criech, a hill of | 
agreat height above the level of the ſea, and rather jetting out ; 
into the Frith, there are the remains of a rampart, The walls 
have been cemented with a vitrified tuff, ſomething ſimilar 
to the refuſe of iron in a ſmith's forge. The cement is as 

bard as a rock. It is ſaid, that this rampart was begun to be 
built, in the 12th century, by a Paul M. Tier, a n | 
the noble family of Roſs. At the top of the Kyle, there is 
an old caſtle, ſuppoſed to have been a place where juſtice was 


formerly adminiftered. This conjecture derives ſome plauſi- 
bility from the name of the hill oppoſite to it, which is called 
Curor na _ The 2 47 the wn 8 


Gee Abe 3 for the a ht; are regular and 
orderly, and behave inoffenſively, and many of them in an ex- 


emplary manner +. It cannot indeed be ſaid, that they are in- 


dultrious, nor do they enjoy what would much prompt them 


thereto, as there are no manufactures carried on here. But 
what they want in point of induſtry, they make up by fru- 


gality. In ſome places, whifty drinking is rather too com- 


mon, which is not eafily avoided; as they are often employ- 


ed in buying and ſelling cattle, and making other bargains, in 


the neighbourhood of ſeveral diſtilleries. Only one perſon 
has ſuffered for a capital crime within theſe 20 years; viz. 
for theft and neee 


Diſadvantages, 


The names of 1 are almoſt all derived from the Gaelic. Some of them 


luxe references to combats betwixt the clans, as Tudamtarbback, * iful fall; 
Dareche, the end of the battle, c. 


Y 5 3 props all ſpeak Gaclic ; but many can ſpeak and underſtayd 
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viſion of the pariſh labours under, is, that; as much of the arahj. 


vers, they are ſubject to inundations every ſeaſon of the year, The 
want of manufactures is a diſadvantage, under which this patiſi 


Diſadvantages. A local diſadvantage, which the weſtern di. 


land and meadows lie along the ſides of the Kyle, and the other ti. 


formerly laboured, in common with the moſt of this country , 
though now, by the exertions of a reſpectable proprietor inthe 
_ pariſh, a new ſcene is beginning to open itſelf to our view, 


To that circumſtance it was in a great meaſure owing, that the 


people were not ſo induſtrious, as otherwiſe they would hare 
been. Young lads, in the ſpring and ſummer, uſually went in 


great numbers to the ſouth, in ſearch of employment. There, they 


got high wages, and returned in winter to their parents, or re. 
lations, ſomewhat in the tile of gentlemen, and were a bur. 
den on their friends the whole winter, until they ſet out 


again in ſpring. Some of them married in the ſouth; others 
died, or were picked up by recruiting parties. Unmarried 


girls went to the ſouth alſo for ſervice, eſpecially before hat- 


veſt, Tt is not unreaſonable to conclude, that theſe have been 


among the cauſes, of diminiſhing the number of inhabitants, 


The only ſpecies of manufactory in theſe bounds, previous 


to the ereQing the cotton mill, by Mr. Dempſter and his part- 


ners, was the ſpinning linen yarn : This is but a very ſcanty 
earning. There are 4 or 5 perſons in the pariſh, who gw? 
lint out to ſpin : one of theſe gets 19,900 ſpindles ipun in 
year ; the others not near ſo much: But it is to be obſerved, 
that they give out lint to ſpin, to the people in the neighbout. 
ing pariſhes, as well as to the people of the parith itſelf: ad, 


or 5%. is the moſt that a woman can earn in a day, and ſen 
earn fo much by ſpinning. | 


Modern Improvements, We ſhall conclude this paper wit 


the obſervations of a diſtinguiſhed Britiſh patriot, and a real 


friend to the happineſs of ſociety, (GEondE DEMPSTER, Eq 
| | Bs i 


of Dr 
this 2 
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of Dunnichen) , who having purchaſed a conſiderable property in 
this and the adjoining pariſh, and having the management of 
mother eſtate in this pariſh, acquired by his brother Captain 


NEewrsTER, has juſt begun to carry into practice ſome part of 
2 plan, which appears to him well calculated for the 1mprove- 


ment of a Highland eftate. At Sir John Sinclair's expreſs 
lefire, his thoughts on this important ſubject, were lately 
communicated to the writer, in the following words. 


PLAN for wry the eaves . SKIBO and PULROSSLE. 


Theſe eſtates contain about 18586 acres of land, extending 
from the point of Ardnacalk on the north bank of Dornock, 
veſtward to Port-Leak, being an extent of 12 or 14 miles. 


The bulk of the eſtate is hilly, but the hills are of no great. 
height, ſeeming generally to riſe about from 500 to 700 feet 
above the level of the Frith. There may be about 200 fa- 


milies living on theſe eſtates, with the exception of the 
mains, or houſe-farm, of each place. The farms are of ſmall ex- 
tent in regard to arable ground. They produce ſome corn and po- 
tatoes, hardly ſufficient to maintain the families of the tenants. 


The tenants pay their rents by the fale of cattle, which are ſed in 


their houſes, on ſtraw, through the winter, and pick up a 


miſerable ſubſiſtence on the waſte and common ground of the 


eſtate, during the ſummer. The whole of the preſent rent 15 
fram Jol. to Sool. a year, of which more than a fourth part 
1s paid, by the two large farms belonging to the mains, or man- 


lon-houſe. The eſtates ſurniſh ſome wood, with which, and 


the ſwarded ſurface of the ground, cut into the form of large 
bricks, they make houſes and offices for themſelves, covering 
tem with the lame [warded turſs, cut fhinner, and reſembling 
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370 Stat! Hlical Aerount 
flates i in their Wenn. | Once in Wire years, all the earthy par 
of theſe houſes is thrown on the dunghill, and new houſs 
built again of the ſame materials. The cattle commonly ce. 
cupy one end of the houſe, during the winter ſeaſon, Some 
holes in the walls and roofs ſerve for windows and chimneyz, 
An iron pot, for boiling their food, conſtitutes their principal 
Nothing can exceed the wretched appearance of 
| theſe habitations. As. to the occupations of the people, the 
vomen begin to earn a little money by ſpinning. The young 
men go early in the ſpring to the ſouth country, and hire 
themſelves for all Kinds of country labour; towards harveſt 
many of the women alſo go the ſame way, to aſſiſt in cutting 
down and getting in the crop. They all return before winter, 
and are ſaid to paſs their time round good fires of peat, which 

the country every where furniſhes, and to do very little work, 
| In the ſouth country, however, to which they go, they ate 
_ remarked for their aſſiduity, and are ſaid to be indefatigable 
in executing all manner of taſæ work. Thoſe, who remain at 
home, attend to the concerns of their corn, potatoes, and cattle 
and to the providing of their fuel from the neighbouring peat 
moſſes. The climate, near the banks of the Kyle, or Frith. 
of Dornoch, ripens wheat, barley, oats, and peaſe ; becoming 
gradually colder, as you recede therefrom, and aſcend the hill, 
which are covered with heather, interſperſed with coarſe grals 
The vallies among the hills, and the ground on the ſides of the 
hills, appear to be capable of being cultivated ; and there are 


many little riſing grounds, ſome flat moors, and the face of 


ſome of the hills ſo bare and ſtoney, as to be fit for plantation 
| only. It need hardly be mentioned, that the inhabitants are i 
general poor ;—that is, poſſeſs little money or goods, except 
a a ſtock of very indifferent cattle. | 
It 1s not the intention, therefore, of the proprietors, to ex. 


act, for ſome time, any increaſe of rents from theſe people; 
| | but, 
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but, on the cantiary; to encourage them, by every poſſible 
means, to improve their little ſpots of land, to erect for 


more durable materials. On theſe eſtates, there are ſome 
nations remarkably well adapted for villages. They lie on 
the banks of the Kyle, which is a frith or arm of the ſea, na- 
vigable for 7 miles, by veſſels of a conſiderable burden, and 
for ſmall craft, about I 5 miles more. In all, this Frith is navi- 
ung hl gable for 24 miles. To give a beginning to theſe villages, 
dire BY a company is formed, conſiſting chiefly of Glaſgow gentlemen, 
el, Wi who have ſubſcribed a capital of 3000 l. and made ſome pro- 
ting oreſs in erecting a manufacture of ſpinning cotton by jennies, 
ner, and of weaving their yarn. Inſtructed perſons are fent from 
Glaſgow to conduct the work, and to teach the natives of the 
country the arts of ſpinning and weaving. The town is lot- 


tt ted out, and ſome houſes for weaving are in forwardneſs. 


able 
in at 
tle, 
ent 


place. 
A ſecond village, two miles lower down the K:yle, is alſo 
lotted out, and a large warehouſe already built. Here, the 


FOO vater is deep enough to receive any veſſel, that can enter 
muß Wh the Kyle, and come over the bar, (known by the name of the 
bilk, BN Ginzen Brigs,) at its mouth, on which there is 4 fathom water 
py at ſpring tides, and 6 or 7 feet leſs at neap tides. Here alſo; 
DI the 


a gentleman has undertaken to eſtablith the weaving of linen, 
re are | | 


ce of 
at10ns 
are in 
>XCepl 


be inſtructed in the art of weaving, in order to introduce that 
art into the houſes of the ſmall tenants, as it is found already 


to 5 ple of all ages and ſexes, and a conſiderable market opened for 
rope; fie productions of the country. W OS 
bun Vor. VIII. 3 B That 


themſelves more comfortable houſes, and to build them of 


Veſſels of 50 tons | burden can Jand their cargoes | at this 


and to encourage the extenſion of the ſpinning of yarn all 
around the country. At both manufactures, apprentices will 


to be in the ſhires of Renfrew, Perth, Angus and Aberdeen. 
By theſe means, conſtant employment will be found for peo- 
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That the people may have nothing to divert their attentiog 


from their own buſineſs, all the ſervices performed by them and 
their cattle, to their ſuperiors, are commuted into money; and thir. 
lage to the mills of the baronies 1s alſo aboliſhed. Meaſures are 
taking to give the people ſecure poſſeſſion, (for their own lives 

9 at leaſt,) of theix houſes, gardens and arable lands, with full 
liberty to cultivate as much of the waſte land as they pleaſe, 
Their cattle are ſuffered to paſture on the other waſte lands, 

as long as they ſhall remain in a waſte condition; but the pro. 


prietors reſerve to themſelves, the power of inclofing and 


planting all ſuch parts of the walte lands, as are fit for no 


other purpoſe. Some plantations of this kind have been al. 


ready made, and the trees ſeem to thrive very well on the 
: lighteſt ſoils. The trees are principally the larch, the Scotch 
fir, and the birch, intermixed with beech and mountain aſh, 
The reſt of the waſte land is open to every ſettler, who ſhall 
| Incline to cultivate them. Twenty or thirty new ſettlers hare 


already exhibited ſtrong proofs of what Highlanders can do, in 


the improvement of their own country, when ſecured in the 
enjoyment of the fruits of their labour. It may be worth 
while to mention the nature of this ſecurity, The firſt ſet— 


tlers may improve as much land as they find waſte around 


them, for which they pay only 1 s. a- year during their lives. 


When they die, their heirs have the refuſal of their father's 


poſſeſſion, at an apprized value, to be fixed by arbitrators mutu- 
ally choſen. This rent is in variable, till the next generation, when 
the valuation is to be repeated; and ſoon every generation. A 
little iron for tools, wood for their houſes, and ſeed potatoes 


and corn, is furniſhed to them for the firſt 2 years. They ate 
exempted from every ſpecies of perſonal ſervice. Thoſe, who 


have viſited the mountainous countries of Switzerland, Wales 


and Norway, have ſeen what liberty and ſecurity can do, to- 


wards rendering them fertile. In addition to the general ſree« 
| dow 


2 


Manufacturers in Lancaſhire, and in ſome of the counties of 
Scotland, pay for the little {pots they occupy in the country, 
round their own houſes, from 1 J. to 41. Sterling per acre. 
The cotton manufacture is ſaid to have doubled the rents of 
Lancaſhire, within theſe laſt 20 years. The demand for wood is 
very great; and as all the woods on this eſtate, will be near a 
mvigable frith, the wood will fetch the current price, and be li- 
alle to little deduction, from the facility of carrying it to mar- 
ket; while the practicability of being ſupplied with that article | 
from the Baltic, is ſaid to lefſen yearly. The probable future 
value of theſe eſtates, cannot be eafily aſcertained ; but, we 
know, that wherever induſtry has extended itſelf in Scotland, 
the rents of land have riſen at leaſt threefold, and much more 
in the neighbourhood of towns. It i is to be obſerved, that this 
ſyſtem is attended with no expence of any material conſe. 


: ** e * 
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: dom, which the inhabitants of this happy iſland enjoy, under our 1 

nd | | i. . _ - 2 72 25 N 1 

mild and durable conſtitution, the inhabitants of thoſe eſtates 1 

5 | = 

will enjoy perfect ſecurity, as occupiers of land, That thoſe 1 

ade 4 1 1 M 

adyantages will lead them gradually to better their houſes, to 1 

0 1 

| improve their lands, and to alter their own cond:tion i in every | 58 
ll A 
reſpect for the better, 1 is beyond a doubt. | 1 
ue. = 
1 To calculate the advantages, which will in time accrue from [> 
8 i by 
| this ſyſtem, to the owners of 18. ©00 acres of land, on which A 
TOs | = 
1 it is introduced, would be no eaſ, * matter; but the following ob- 8. 
an =_ 
* lervations, will lead, perhaps, to the forming ſome idea of them, = 
1 Land lets, for potatoe grounds and other purpoſes, round 1 
th many towns in Scotland, at various rents, from 11. upwards. 3 
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quence, except that part of it, which conſiſts in planting the 
uleleſs land; which, as it is confiderable, (perhaps not leſs 
tian 31, per acre may either be omitted, or done on a Imaller 


leale and by flow degrees, according to the faculty ar and incli- 
Alon of the proprietor. 
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| Shall we ſtate none of the advantages, but bels af i a Peau. 
mary nature? Is nothing to be ſet down, for the PLNASUAE of 
BEHOLDING THE PROGRESS OF THE PROSPERITY OF A COUNTRY? 
Is THE JOY OF SEEING TOWNS AND HOUSES ARISING ARovyn 
YOU OF NO VALVE? NOR THE ULTIMATE BENEFIT DERIVED 10 
YOUR COUNTRY, BY ADDING TO IT, INDUSTRIOUS INHABITAYT; 
AND CULTIVATED LAND; THRIVING TOWNS AND FLOURISHING 
| MANUFACTURES? Is there no pleaſure in beholding the 
growth of woods of one's en planting ? nor in the ſucceſs of riſon 
a ſyſtem, fo intimately connected with the HaPPINLss or exo. tage 
PLE PLACED BY PROVIDENCE UNDER OUR CARE? Some haye unde: 
thought, that it would be a fitter uſe for the Highlands, to con. freed 
vert them into ſheep- walks. That it might be better forthe peo. lue o 
ple to cultivate ſheep, inſtead of black cattle, is probably true, It 
That the ſheep is a hardier, and a more uſeful animal than the WM coun 
ox, may be true alſo. That the increaſe of rents, by convert. 
ing cattle- breeding farms, into ſheep- walks, would be more 
ſudden, than by the ſyſtem here ſuggeſted, is not to be dil. 
puted. But that the eſtates would ultimately become more 
valuable, is by no means ſo clear a propoſition. Tracks of 
land, which have been converted into ſheep farms, yield little 
more, at an average, than II. Sterling, per 100 acres, This i 
indeed a better rent than before. But how contemptible mul 
this rent appear, when compared with an eſtate occupied by 
induſtrious manufacturers, and abounding in large woods cf 
the fineſt fir, birch, and other trees? It is to be obſerved too, 
that there is a certain incompatibility between ſheep, and peo- 
ple and trees, No care can protect new plantations from 
the depredations of ſheep ; they overleap every fence, and 
elude the utmoſt vigilance of the ſhepherd, The leaves of 
trees are their ſavourite food in ſummer; and the batk 
is their medicine, as wel as food in winter. The lower 

; EET | | | ground: 


of Criech. = 
a. Wl gounds, now occupied by people, muſt be reſerved for the 
or ſood and ſhelter ol the flock in winter; and this circumſtance 
1) WY ſeems to form the chief incompatibility, bete een ſheep and 
people. This argument will have the greateſt weight, with 
10 Wl thoſe, whoſe obſervation or inquiries may have led them, to 
iT; compare the mountainous parts of Spain, appropriated to 5 
NG ſheep-walks, with the mountains of Switzerland and Wales, 
the decupied by free and induſtrious inhabitants. The compa. 
riſon is not to be made by units or decimals; for the advan. 
tage of men inſtead of ſheep, are as thouſands to one. As the 
underſtanding, induſtry and ingenuity of man, in a ftate of 
freedom, are ſuperior to thole of the brute creation, ſo is the va- 
lue of an eſtate inhabited by mankind, to one occupied by ſheep. 
It is true, the people need not be driven out of the 
country, becauſe ſheep are introduced -into it, Villages 
may be built for them, where they might be employed 
in manufactures. Let me aſk, has that been the caſe? and 
let me doubt a little of the ſucceſs of villages by compul- 
fon. It is one thing to build a village, to which people may 
reſort if they chooſe it, and another to drive them from the 
country into villages, where they muſt ſtarve, unleſs they 
change at once their manners, their habits, and their occupations. 
How much better would it be, gradually to introduce ſpin- 
ting wheels and looms into their houſes, than to drive them 
rom their houſes, their gardens, and their little fields? Beſides, 
are men as advantageouſly placed in villages, for cultivating. 
the ſoil, as when diſperſed over every coiner of the eſtate 2 
Towns are ſaid to thrive in proportion to the populouſ- 
nels of the country around them. It is by a mutual exchange 
of commodities, that both towns, and the country around, mu- 
wally ſupport one another. To conclude, it is neither by 
feeding black cattle nor ſheep, in the Highlands, that that 
country can be improved, but by the introduction of arts and 
agriculture. 
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7 agriculture. The firſt 28 e the number and wealth 
of the people; the latter will augment the quantity of the Pro. 
duction of the ſoil, both for the maintenance of People and 
_ cattle. But neither arts nor agriculture can proſper, unle 
the inhabitants are ſecure in the tenure, by which they or, 
cupy the ſpots on which they live. Good laws, a vigorouse. 
ecution of them, feus, and long leaſes, are the great ſources ofthe 
proſperity of every country, of Highland, as well as of more fer. 
tile and champaign countries. Try the queſtion by this teſt, Ly 
us aſk ourſelves, if the Highlands of Scotland, poſſeſſes at pre. 
ſent thoſe ſources of improvement and wealth? To theſe indes 
muſt be ſuperadded, on the part of government, good rondz 
: made at the public expence ; for no mountainous country can 
be completely improved, till it be made acceſſible by good roads, 
the expence of which, its inhabitants are unable to defray, 


As this is THE FIRST Arrkurr to introduce the Marui 
TURE of SPINNING and WEraving Corrox into the Hick. 
LANDS, the names of the PARTNERS of this New Court 
deſerve to be mentioned. The reader will obſerve, that pub- 
lic ſpirit is the motive by which moſt of the partners ha 
been induced to embark their property in an undertaking, 
which may prove highly advantageous to the Highlanders 
and particularly ſo to the proprietors of the above and othet 
contiguous eſtates ; but never, probably, will prove ſo profits 
ble to the other partners, as undertakings of this kind, fituated 
more immediately under their own eye. Each ſhare in ts 
company is one hundred pounds lieg The capital i 
| 3000l. —and the e are 


Mr. D 
Mr. G 
Mr. V 
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Mr. F 
Mr. P 
Mr. I. 
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„ e Shares. 
lr. David Dale of Glaſgow, = 5 
Mr. George M*Intoſh of doo. 
8 William Robertſon of do. 5 * 
Mr. James Robertſon of do. 
Mr. Andrew Robertſon PTT. 
Mr, Robert Dunmore of o. 
Mr. Robert Bogle of Baldowie, do. — 
Mr. Robert Mackie of doo. e 
Mr. William Gilleſpie of do. „ SR, 
Mr. John Mackenzie of London, 3 

Mr. Dougal Gilchriſt of Hoſpidale, . 
Nr. William Monro of Achanny, . 
Mr. John Fraſer, factor to Lord Gower, 5 
Mr. Benjamin Roſs of Tann, 
Mr. Scott of Dunninauld, M. P. - 
Captain James Rattray of Arthurſtone, 

Mr, John Ramſay, acting manager, 3 
Captain J. H. Dempſter of Polroſſie, 8 
Mr. Dempſter of Dunn ichen, 
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It may be proper to add, that Mr. Alexander Moriſon of 
Dundee, is the perſon who propoſes 1 che linen r ma- 
dlacture f in the county of Sutherland. 
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NUMBER XXIF. 
PARISH OF D UFFUS. 
| (County and Synod of Moray,—Preſpytery of Elgin.) 


By a FRIEND to STATISEICAL INQUIRIES: | 


and v 
trict, 
23 thi 


Extent, 0 x Soil and Bae 0 
cba 


\UFFUS extends 5 miles in length, from E. to . 


along the S. coaſt of the Moray Frith, and i in breadth 


from 2 to 3 miles S. and N. It is one continued plain, ex. 


little 
ſure 
whic 


cepting a rifing ground, of no great height, near the middle of I Tue 
the pariſh, which is every where arable. Along the coaſt, al 
the length of the pariſh, and more than half a mile of the 
breadth of it, the ſurface is a meagre, green, benty paſture, 
All this ground had formerly been a rich cultivated foi] ; but 


joint 
ſituat 


for many ycars, has been overblown with dry ſand, from ths By 

weſtern beach. The ſand has for ſome time ceaſed to blow, aud "i 

aà great part of this ſpace may again be brought into culture "i 
by the application of the ſpade or trench plough. There have "Il 

L already been ſome ſucceſsful experiments of this kind, and in 10 11 
: many places, there is but little depth of ſand upon the top. prop 

All 

. | Opin 

N. B. The Par1sn of Crircn, marked Nomuzn XIX, ſhould have been that 
Nun XXI; and all the preceding pariſhes, (from CarLuke, which is erte. diſſtr 
neoufly Rated as NunBER VIII, inſtcad of Numer IX,) are numbered om: 19 t; 


low,, 


of Def USs „„ 38 5 

All the reſt of this pariſh is one continied arable plain, ca- 

pzble of producing every thing that will grow any where in 
Seotland. The eaſtward diſtrict is a deep rich clay, reſembling 

the Carſe of Govrie, and is remarkable for ſuperior crops of 
whezt, and of peaſe and beans. The weſtern diſtri& is a 

Hack earth, in ſome places ſo much mixed with ſand, as to 

| render it of inferior quality; but in other places ſo remark- | 
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ably rich, as, without any application of modern huſbandry, of 
to produce crops, particularly barley, for quality and increaſe bi 
nct to be ſurpaſſed in Scotland ; and reaped as early as the ſame 6. Þ 
crop on the coaſts of Lothian, where ſowing is in general earlier, | 


end where agriculture is underſtood. The barley of this diſ- 
ti, when ſent to the Frith of Forth, yields as good a price 
3 the beſt Stirlingſhire or eaſt Lothian barley. Along the 
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at of this pariſh, there are quarries of fine freeſtone, and, a 3 
W little way up from the coaſt, quarries of lime-ſtone ; a trea- 1 
adth BW face in agriculture, locked up from us for want of fuel, and 3 
_ which nothing but the abolition of the coAL TAX can open. 4 
ea Te plain of Duffus, together with the ground of the ad- 1 
. all joining pariſhes, is often (perhaps more from richneſs than 3 
A ſation) called the Heart of ee | F 


Cft—The coaft of this pariſh is generally flat. At the 
welt end, the land is at preſent only 4 feet above the level of 
the water. At this quarter, during the courſe of this century, 
the water has increaſed conſiderably on the land. Should it 
erer riſe 4 feet higher than it does at preſent, it muſt fall in- 
o the lower grounds to the eaſtward, and overflow a great 
proportion of the extenſive plains of Duffus, Drainy, Leuchars, 
piney and Innes, Yet this polſibility is ſo little regarded, 


that perhaps no one ever bought or ſold the property of theſe 
diltricts, a farthing lower from this conſideration. How far 
is expedient or practicable, to ward off ſo great an evil, 


Vor. VIII. 00 by 


2386 
by ereRting moniids and. bulwarks: on the "BEL is 1&6 
thoſe immediately concerned to determine. 


Stati ice Arcomnt 


| Climate —The ſuperior earlineſs, fertiliey, and warmth 0 
the plains of Morayſhire, are facts more certain than eaſy t 
be accounted for. It is known, that we are in a very northen 
latitude. The mountains of Sutherland and Caithneſs, ſeem 1 
be at too great a diſtance from us, to afford us ſhelter from the 
north winds, which blow over a great ſurface of water before 
they reach us. To the E. we are alſo open to the Germ 
Ocean. It is true, that we have leſs rain than elſewher, 
which is ſaid to be accounted for by the flatneſs of our coun. 
ty; but other counties of Scotland, equally flat, have mor 
rain. Our ſurface alſo inclines to the N., and the only near 
hills we have, are thoſe on the S., ſeemingly more calculated 
to overſhadow and hurt us, than to give us warmth, It is aid, cur 
: ſoil is light, and therefore warm: it is ſo in many places; but 
there are alſo large diſtricts of deep black earth, and of rank 
clay, where the ſame earlineſs appears. After all, were we 
merely to conſult taſte and imagination, in the choice of a rel. 
dence, many would prefer what are often to be met with in the 
ſouth of Scotland, green hills, with leſs fertility, and warmt 
in the valleys, to our dryer, earlier, and richer plains, with 
_ the proſpeCt of black gloomy hills on the upper landſcape. 


Diftempers.—PeQoral complaints, rheumatiſm, and fevers 


are the moſt frequent diſeaſes. The king's evil is not uncom- 


mon; and of late madneſs ſeems to be increaſing, even among 


the common people. 


Upwards of 20 years ago, agues wer 
frequent near the lake; but were confined to that fituaticn. 
None of the ſea-faring people are ever ſeized with ages 
The itch is become much more rare than it was former 


It is a truth, wel no mere Engliſbman will readily believe, 
that 
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of Dufſus. - 
that in this comparatively rude part of Britain, the itch, 
at preſent, is leſs frequent, in proportion to its population, | 
han in the Britiſh capital. With us, it ariſes from want of 
deanlineſs in our perſons and clothes; but in London, 
confined fituation, ſtrong feeding, and a 8 popu ation, 
ne the co-operating cauſes, 


ft to 


th, 0 
{y to 
ther 
em 10 
n the 


b Woods —Upon the ſouth border of this pariſh, a common 
elote 


ms lately divided by the different proprietors, and planted 5 
with Scotch firs. Planting here is doubly meritorious, as wood 
z needed equally for timber and for fuel. It may be obſerved, 
that the planting of foreſt trees 1s the only branch of improve- 
nent, in which our country has of late kept pace with the im- 
proving diſtricts of Scotland. Within the laft 25 years, con- 
iderable plantations have been made. In the eaſtern diſt ricts of 
the county, Scotch firs chiefly appear, even in many places 
here it is preſumed the ground would have nouriſhed bet- 
ter wood, In the weſtern diſtricts of our eounty, Scotch firs 
hare been employed in the plantations, as they ought to be 
where the ſoil and climate require it, merely as nurſes in tender 
fears, to more beautiful and valuable trees, as oak, elm, 
alh, e. | 
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| Orchards, Buchanan ſays, that Moray, for pleaſantneſs, and 
theprofit ariſing from fruit trees, ſurpaſſes all the other counties 
df Scotland.” In modern times, we have much negleQed this 
culture; and our orchards are at preſent often found about de- 
lrted caſtles and religious houſes, nearly as much in decay 
% the buildings they ſurround. 
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Draining of Lakes. The art of draining lakes, ſo as to 
nder grounds fit for agriculture, ſeems to be here, as it is 
indeed throughout Scotland in general, but in its infancy. 
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The lake of 1 has been allowed to ſpread 11 miles, be. 
ond its original bed, and to cover, in whole, or in part, a 
large portion ef very rich ground, A few years ago, an in. 
perfect attempt was made to draw off the water from the uy, 


per grounds, by which ſome hundreds a-year were gained to 


the proprietors; but a complete draining, which is very pr. 
ĩcable, and would be dee med ! in other countries, woull 
produce thouſands. 


© Cultivation. —Agriculture, with a few exceptions, is her 
in a very low ſtate. The old plan of inceſſant tillage, with. 
out reſt to the ground, or without having any ſufficient pw. 
portion of it ſown out in graſs, or other green crops, {till pre. 
vails. Graſs, on the little ſpots where it is ſown, thrives f. 
markably well. Our tenants are either without leaſes alto 
gether, or have leaſes too ſhort for anſw ering any valuable 
| purpoſe. No wonder then that farming has not advanced, 
Our farms are ſmall, and we have no ſubtenants. The js 
riſh is totally open, excepting ſuch incloſures as are round 
gentlemen's places. Various are the evils incident to open 
fields, One of the moſt teaſing, and not the leaſt hurtful, is tie 
devaſtation inceſſantly made by our half ſtarved cattle, upon 
the adjoining corn fields, whoſe hunger impels them to break 
from the range of praſs, to which they are ſtaked, or from 
the charge of careleſs boys and girls ſet to 5-watch them. —de 
weed is much uſed for 2 manure. 


Service. Some ſervices are ſtill continued here; and upon one 
eſtate, the tenth ſheaf is drawn in teind from the field, as pi 
of the rent. Rent is paid chiefly in grain, often at the nat 
of a guinea per acre,—a price not too high for the quality of ti 
ground ; but too hi gh without leaſes, ſtrength or {kill to cul 


tivate it. The abject ſpirit of feudal habits, has made ou! 
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tenantry undervalue their labour, and give to the ſuperior 
ach a proportion of their earnings, as leaves them without a de- 


cent maintenance z and renders this claſs of men, of all thoſe who 


are able to labour, the pooreſt and moſt dependant among us. 


Their poverty has thruſt them out of the rank, which it is 
advantageous to the community, that their profeſſion and 


hold, 


General Appearance. Although there is abundance of ex- 
cellent ſtones for building houſes, the people in general are ill 


bdged, The meanneſs of their cottages, the leanneſs of their 


cattle, the open unimproved appearance of the fields, &c. pre- 
ſcnt to the eye of a ſtranger a very unfavourable view of a 
country naturally rich. Perhaps it was, with ſuch objects 
before him, that the great living hiſtorian of Scotland, while 


in Moray, ſaid with ſurpriſe, © I. this the 8 Ren, of 


which 1 have heard fo much 2” 


Black Cattle, Horſes, 3 and Poultry. Our mode of 


farming makes little proviſion for black cattle, of which our 
ſock is not great. We plough all with horſes, and theſe are 
fill of an indifferent breed, and ill kept up. They ſubſiſt in 
winter chiefly upon ſtraw ; the farmers have no hay.— There 
re, in the pariſh, about 2000 of the ſmall white-faced breed of 
ſheep, fed on the benty paſture already mentioned. Our poultry 
have long been remarkable for large ſize and good quality ; 
whether this 1s to be aſcribed to the ſuperior richneſs of our 


grain, or whether there is any peculiarity 1 in the breed, 1s not 
aſcertained, 


Population.—Our population is at preſent 1520. Tt has 
not greatly diminiſhed for ſome years paſt, notwithſtanding 
there have been a few emigrations. The return to Dr. Web- 


ſter 
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pariſn. By far the greateſt 885 of the Pres are employel 
in N 4 


each of which there are ſix people. 


the ſouth of Scotland. 
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ſter in 1755, however, was 1679. About the end of 1,0 
war, ſome individuals went to North America, a few of whom 
returned and ſettled at home, bringing bad tidings of the coun. 
try, which their imaginations had figured to be the fairy. Ind 
of wealth, Since that time, thoſe who would have gone to 
America, had the proſpect been favourable, have preferred 
Dome emigration to the ſouthern parts of Scotland, particularly 
Glaſgow, Paiſley, &c. And from this part of the north, there 
is, and always has been, a conſtant ſucceſſion of adventurers 
iſſuing forth to the Britiſh capital, the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 
and other parts of the empire. 


There are 6 heritors in this 


7 rade—Therei is a villa ge, called Burgh-head, u pon the coal, 


containing 400 ſouls, more than two thirds of whom follow a 
{ ſea-faring life. Moſt of the reſt are quarriers and ſtone maſons, 
Here there are a few ſmall boats employed in fiſhing, and 


large boats are hired to the fiſhing on the weſt coaſt, on board 
Five large boats, with 


fix people in each, are alſo employed in tranſporting ſtones 


from the quarries, to different parts of the country. Two 
floops are employed, chiefly in carrying grain to the ſouth 0: 


Scotland, and in bringing back coals, 


Imports and Exports.—The principal imports are coals, 


moſtly from Northumberland; and merchant goods, chief) 


from London. Our exports are men, grain, linen yarn, and a 

few black cattle. The firſt and the laſt go chiefly to England, 

eſpecially to the London market. The grain and yarn go 0 

Fiſbing. 

* The wages of a male labourer without viQuals, is 8d. per day; of 6 fe 

male 4d. In autumn both are higher. When fed by the employer, men ſervants 
huſbandry get from 51, to 8 I.; women ſervants from 30 s. to 40 8. 3 year, 
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F. "Bing. —There i is a 1 white fiſhing here ; od; ſkate, 


ling, &c. are ſold at preſent, from 1 d. to x 24d. the pound. 
We have alſo hollibut, mackarel, whitings, ſeath, &c; kat al... 


though there are turbot on the coaſt, our people cannot fiſh them. 


Haddocks have never entirely deſerted our coaſt, but theyare at 
preſent in ſmaller numbers, and in deep water farther from 


land: Of conſequence, they ſell ſix times dearer than they did 


ately, being now at the rate of one penny each. They are 
larger in fize than before. Of late, a lobſter fiſhing has been 


ſet a going in the Moray frith by an Engliſh company. On 
the ation, which included the coaſt of this pariſh, and of 
Drainie, there were caught laſt ſummer, and ſent to the London 


market, 60,000 lobſters. It is ſaid that no lobſter traps were 
ever before ſeen on this coaſt. If this be true, it ſhews how 


Jong mechanical inventions are of becoming univerſal. So 
little are the people here accuſtomed to mechanical operations, 
that aſter ſeveral fruitleſs attempts, they have not yet been 
able to imitate with ſucceſs this ſimple invention 9 


eee Imbrovement.-——At the village of Burgh-head, upon 


the weſt fide of the promontory, nature has pointed out a ſta- 
tion well adapted for a deep, a capacious, and a ſafe harbour. 
The property belongs to Sir Archibald Dunbar; and this gen- 
tleman, as well as the country at large, would be much bene- 


ited by ſuch an erection. It could be made at a moderate 


expence, and with proper precautions, ſucceſs would be cer- 


tan, When one conſiders, that there is not along the whole 


ſouth coaſt of the Moray Frith, from Buchanneſs to Inverneſs, 
(upwards 


In Statiſtical accounts, the progreſs of mechanical inventions, ought not to 
be omitted. The benefit of ſuch diſcoveries often remains confined to corners, 
becauſe the public is not made acquainted with them. The improvement of 
* plough, a loom, a ſpade, a wheel, a lever, &c. as well as of the more compli- 
cated machinery of a ſhip, or of a ſpinning jenny, it is of importance to have as 
zeüerally, and as quickly known as poſſible. 
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priety of this undertaking appears in a ſtrong point of view! 


during the whole of their lives, been at the expence of a pal. 
tor and place of worſhip, chiefly that they might clandefinel 
offer up their prayers for a proſcribed race of Kings, whom 
they never ſaw. Thele people are remarkable for their good 


* 
o 
#4 
* 
Py. 


(upwards of 10 miles) one good or ſafe kde the pro d k 


ple 
Moſt of our preſent harbours are at the mouths of rivers, = 
which are conſtantly forming bars and ſhallows. At Burgi. impof 
head, there is no river; there is ſhelter from dangerous winds, i 1 tea 


a fine bottom, and water of any neceſſary depth. Bucgh-head is The x 
nearly at an equal diſtance from Elgin and Forres ; and if they | 

it had a good harbour, would ſoon become the port of both 
| towns. Commerce and manufactures would of conſequence Will ;itud: 


each 


ſoon viſit this part of the country, and all the various advan. 1783 
tages, ariſing from them to the public, would quickly follow WI the f. 


ſuch an e . famir 
e JJ oo 
Church, . ee, School, wa Poor. The ſtipend is 8 chil. Thie 


ders of harley, and 22 l. Sterling. Sir Archibald Dunbar i; em 


patron, Till commerce and manufactures arrive, to put money "WR 
8 5 ' 
into the purſes of the lower ranks, we cannot expect to ſee nd 


that multiplicity of religious opinions, and diverſity of wore God. 
ſhip, which mercantile wealth, in a ſpecial manner, produces, 
We have two or three Antiburghers. A ſmall Non-jurant F 


meeting has exiſted in the pariſh, ever fince Preſbytery wa Will 22d 


_ eſtabliſhed. It has becn upheld, for many years pali, by dear 
very ſmall number of very poor peaſants. Will it ve belier⸗ 


ed, 200 years hence, that ſuch a deſeription of people had, 


neighbourhood, and Chriſtian fellowſhip with thoſe of the | þ 
_ eſtabliſhment around them, — The parochial ſchool here hs ner 
no other ſalary, than 7 bolls of bear, called Readers Beat hay 
The number of a may be from 40 to 50. Of all go: inte 
vernmente, ours requires mo?, that youth be well educated, Wl hay 
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l knowledge univerſally diffaſed. In thoſe appeals to the 
people, which it neceſſarily produces, nothing ſo much as a 


ompetent degree of knowledge can guard againſt the effects of 
inpoſture, and can eſtabliſh, from age to age, in the public mind, 
i ſteady attachment to its free and unequalled conſtitution.— . 


The poor at preſent amount to 60; and all the public ſupply 
they have is from the church collection, which is about 5 8. 
each ſunday : ſcanty proviſion indeed! We received with gra- 
ttude our ſhare of the bounty in grain, ſent to us, in the year : 
1583, by a wiſe and humane Legiſlature. How ſtrange, that 
the fame humane and enlightened policy, which ſaved from 
imine many individuals in one ſeaſon, ſhould ſhut its eyes for 
ſo many years, againſt the operation of a tax (viz. that on coals), | 
which, in its effects, has, every year, embittered the exiſtence 
of thouſands in the northern parts of Scotland, and, at the ſame 
time, has proved an invincible bar to the increaſe of population 
nd wealth, by the introduction of manufactures. Thank 
Cod, that tax is about to be aboliſhed, re PCS Cd 


Fuel The moſſes here are utterly exhauſted ; and we de- 
pend on Northumberland chiefly for coals, which coſt very 
dear. The expence of a private family, ſituated at the diſ- 
lance of 8 miles from the harbour, and uſing three fires con- 
lantly, is about 24 1. a-year, including the payment of carriage 
rom the ſhip. When the odious and impolitic tax on this 
commodity, at the Red-head, is taken off, then ſhall we of the. | 
north date the firſt year of equality, and of rational taxation. 


Roads We have no turnpikes, nor is the ſtatute labour 
commuted. Road-making here is, as yet, but in its firſt rudi- 
ments, It ſeems ſtrange, that ſociety, all over Europe, ſhould 
have per fected (fo far as it appears capable of perfection, ) 


ntercourſe by the watery element, long before general plans 


lave been any where adopted, for perfecting the internal in- 
rcourſe of countries, by rendering good roads univerſal. 


Vor. VIII. 3 D There 
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There is now, however, reaſon to expect, that the Contraf 


which almoſt every quarter of this Kingdom at preſent eli. 
bits, between made roads and unmade, between comfortable 
motion, and uncomfortable, between quick and flow j Journey, 
muſt operate ſtrongly and rapidly, i in e good roads 
Z univerſal of | 


Eminent Men. Two of the ableſt men, which this part of 


Scotland has produced, were both heritors of this pariſh ; $i 
Robert Gordon of Gordonſton, father of the preſent Sir Wi. 
liam, and Mr, Gordon of Clunie, father of the preſent M. 


Baron Gordon. The former gentleman held a ſeat in the Bt. 


tiſh Senate; but it is ſaid, that, owing to incumbrances upon 
a fortune now remarkably affluent, he was induced in early 
| life to quit a ſcene, where, from his ſingular eloquence and 


profundity of intellect, nature had ſo remarkably ſitted him to 


' thine. It was afterwards the lot of thoſe two gentlemen, to 


be frequently oppoſed to each other in the petty competitions 
of private life; in which they diſplayed an ability that mark- 


ed them out to all their co-temporaries, as individuals far ſur. 
paſting the common line of human genius. It is not alway: 


the fortune of nations to be able to draw, from the great mal 
of the community, ſtateſmen of ſuch ability as thoſe two indi 


vidnals poſſeſſed. They have left no Hieraty memorials, ho 
ever, behind them. 


Antiquities, In Malcolm IT's reign, the Danes took poſſeion 
of Moray. The king headed an army againſt them in perion, 


and was overcome in a pitched battle.“ Upon this,“ ſays Bu- 
chanan, * the caſtle of Nairn was ſurrendered to them, which 


they 


* Query, When labourers are in ſuch requeſt, and farmers ſo pinched, by the 
high wages they muſt pay their ſervants, why might not the military, in Pei 


able times, be employed in road-making, and other public works? 
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« they ſtrongly fortified, and of a peninſula made an iſle, by cut- F 


ting through a narrow neck of land ; and then they called it 
« by a Daniſh name, Burgh.” . 
in placing this fort at Nairn, where there never was any ſuch 
building. But, in this pariſh, the peninſula above mentioned 
is ſituated ; and upon it, there are large remains of a regular 


ſortifcation. The cut made to inſulate the promontory is yet 


rilble, but now dry and nearly filled up. The place ſtill re- 
eins its Daniſh name, being generally called by the common 


people Burgh, and ſometimes called and written Burgh-hcad. 


1 After Malcolm had overcome the Danes, under Camus, in 
the battle of Panbride, in Angus, Camus, with his remaining 
troops, attempted to retreat to Moray, by the mountains, but 


was overtaken, routed, and ſlain, There is an obeliſk ſtand- 
ing at the weſt end of the pariſh, conjectured to be the obeliſłk 


which, hiſtorians ſay, was erected for this victory; and near 
this monument, there is a village called Kaim, which is ſup- 
poſed to be the village mentioned by Buchanan, as retaining 
the memorable name of Camus. 3. Upon the north-welt 
border of the lake of Spiney, there are ſtanding upon an ar- 


tiicial mound, ſurrounded with a foſſee and draw-bridge, the 
walls of a ſtrong caſtle, called 0/4 Duffus. It is known to be 


of great antiquity ; but at what preciſe time it was built, or 
wio were the original proprietors, cannot be traced with any 
degree of certainty. It is ſurrounded with orchards and fo- 
reſt trees, and, landing in the heart of a charming plain, pre- 
ents, at every point of view, one of the moſt pictureſque and 
beautiful objects which the country exhibits, 4. At the vil- 
lage of Duffus there is a ſquare, (in the centre of which the 


church is placed), ſurrounded by ſour ſtreets regularly paved, 


tle work manſh! p of Oliver Cromwells ſoldiers f. 


3D 2 


Diſadvanta ges. 


Had it not been for ſwelling the Statiſtical work too much, to have allow 
eva corner in it, for a ſelection of ſuch epitaphs as are curious, would have furs. 


il our hiſtorians are miſtaken 
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Diſadvantages. —The principal of theſe, are the diſtance from 
mills, and a ſevere mill thirlage, —idleneſs, —little attention 
| to | Induftry,—a 1 want of eee want of generil 


il 


niſhed a pleaſant morſel to readers of a certain taſte. The following epitaph 
1 found an the tomb-ſtone of: 2 ſailor i in the e of Duffus; 


cc Though Folus blaſts, and Nees 8 waves, have roſs'd me to and fro, 
& Yet now at laſt, by heaven's decree, I harbour here below: 
Where at an anchor I do ly, with others of our fleet, 

8 Till the laſt romp. do raiſe us ye 4 our An. CRI ST to meet. N 


Ns The Gaelic i 1s not ſpoken on the coaſt of Morayſhire. We ſpeak the Englit 

: mixed with a large portion of provincial dialect. Our accent is, in the ear ol: 
ſtranger, ſnappiſh and provoking, affimilating to that of Aberdeen, but is fad no 
to be quite ſo invincible as theirs, to thoſe who leave the country. It is more diſs 
greeable and more difficult to overcome, than the accent of our weſtern neigh- 
bours of Inverneſs; beſides, that they have an advantage over us in uſing non 
but modern Engliſh words, The remark, which ſtrangers make of us, that we 
| ſeem unwilling to open our mouths when we ſpeak, is fully confirmed, by find. 
ing that of the 16 vocal articulate ſounds which compoſe the Engliſh language, we 
have totally thrown out in our diale& the two fulleſt and moſt ſonorous, and 
have ſubſtituted ſhort and lender ſounds in their place. No Morayſhire man al 
the lower ranks ever pronounces broad a, or long o; for the firſt he always uſes the 
mort and ſlender ſound of a, as /a for law, Aguft for Auguſt, al for all; for the 
Hſt he always uſes likewiſe the ſhort and flender ſounds of o, as, lis ſor cloſe, 
rod for road and rode, not for note, rot for rote, ns for n6, chock for choke, 
23ſt for poſt. This peculiarity is the more remarkable, becauſe, although thel 
two full ſounds of à and o, are very prevalent in England, yet they are full muck 

more ſo in the ſouth of Scotland; inſomuch that the more frequent uſe of them, 
is that, which (next to the North Britiſh accent) moſt readily diſtinguiſhes the 
: language of a ſouth country Scotchman cf education, from the language 0 
England. And perhaps, from this circumſtance, we have received our national 
nick- name, in the broad ſound of Sawney. But, although faſhion is now begin- 
ning to force upon our middling ranks here, thoſe two full ſounds, yet they fit) 
in the endeavour to prenounce them, nearly the ſame difficulty, that would # 
tend the introduction of ſounds altogether foreign. Our diſlike to full ſourds, 
alſo appcars in our preference of the Nlender ce, which in the language el the 
north, uſurps occaſionally the place of almoſt every other vowel, as men for 
mæon, een for ſpon, frcet for fruit, yeel for yule, mecde ao for meadow, tees ler title, 


nol 
ar of 2 
aid not 
re diſa. 
neighs 
g none 
hat we 
y finds 
ge, We 
us, and 
man of 
iſs the 
for the 
r cloſe, 
choke, 
h thele 
Il muck 
{ them, 
hes the 
vage cl 
tional 
begin- 
ey fee}, 
uld zt. 
ſounds, 
ol the 
men for 
Or title, 


of Duffue, 
kill in agriculture,—a perplexing and inconyenient variety of 
weights and meaſures,—want of fuel, attended with loſs of 
health and lives among the poor, frequent celibacy, or late k 
marriages, occaſioned by poverty and depreſſion, —an oppreſ- 
fre coal-tax, —and an inconvenient diſtance from a Cuſtom. 
houſe, being 40 miles from Inverneſs, which is the neareſt. iN 


Advantages.—The principal are, a ſea-coaſt, —a good ſoil i 
2 good people, —and a good climate. Whether what hiſtori- 
ans remark, of our having in the plains of Moray, about 40 
days more of dry weather through the year, than in any other 
part of Scotland, be preciſely accurate, has never been aſcer- 
tained, a 8 55 5 . 


i characber and Manner. Society in this country is as yet 
chiefly divided into high and low. The latter claſs, though 


poor 


«þ for uſe, peend for poind, &c. Our people ſubſtitute the ſound of f for wh, 
zs fat for what, futch for which, &c. They pronounce ſuch words as filthy Hel 
will, which, &c. as if ſpelt fulthy, fuſcal, wull, futch, &c, They FRO 4 in : | 
gocd many words, as /t for firſt, hoſe for horſe, puſs for purſe, &c. This is the 
ſore remarkable, as in general the Scotch pronounce this letter much more 
forcibly than the Engliſh do. The gutturals, gh and cb, are more frequently pro- 
nounced here, than in the ſouth of Scotland. The Scotch and French e, 15 is 
never heard in England, though not in ſo frequent uſe here as in the ſouth of 
Scotland, is notwithſtanding ſo prevalent as to have the name of this vowel ex- 
preſſed in that ſound: as is alſo the caſe in the reſt of Scotland, Here w and 
LE OY for one another; but this is alſo the caſe among the illiterate in 
3 2 Britain. * F damen 1, reſembling the T ſound, and ſo 
ee nburgh and the neighhonring countries, never found its way to 

12 ” ; ys imported by ine Scotch court from France. The Scotch diphthong 
3 5 a eee in other parts of Scotland; for inſtead of pronouncing 
1 . * 5 * ſtrife, & c. we pronounce thoſe words as at Edinburgh ; 
OED oh 2 c. The ſoups of Hort Engliſh i, as in pit, fit, pick, &c. is never 
r . * ay" ſubſtitute is a found approaching nearer to the ſhort 
e ak Set Eogliſh i, 1. if ſpelt, pet, fet, peck ; this however is 
| nks, with the reſt of Scotland. 
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poor and depreſſed, are not querulous, but peaceable and g. 
diſpoſed. The higher ranks ſtill retain, comparatively, * 
derable portion of the manners of the old barons. * * Loui 
| Jnftances, thoſe peculiarities of behaviour are apparent, I becam 
an excluſion from the public eye, and a remote ſituation ö Durin 
ready to produce. So that we are reminded, at times of 4 5 
remark of a celebrated dramatiſt: In the cities Bp popu. that 


4 Jous parts of the empire, there prevails ſuch a uniformity tern 2 


— — = 
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j 7 c level manners, that I have been obliged to beat about amongſ Nee 
: | 855 the out- ſkirts of the country, for characters, at once natur * 
4 4 0 & and fingular, with which to fill my drama.“ Our midd: on, 
: 4 - ranks, compared with thoſe of other countries, are yet incor. ler), 
f [ _ Hderable. They are not fully occupied with buſineſs. _ 
4 no ſtile of manners appropriated to their ſtation,—but are I" 
fond of the company and manners of their ſuperiors, and con. 2 

verſe more frequently, than is done in other places, about ang 

modes and faſhions in dreſs and manners. A ſuperior degree uw 

of ſbrewdneſs, has been commonly affixed to the character ofs = 
 north=country\man, which is well expreſſed in the common ok 

adage, you are too far north for me.” The remark is more = 

applicable to our neighbours of the Aberdeen and Invernels pra 

_ diſtriQs, than to us; compared to them, we, in Morayſbire, b 

are a blunt and plain people. Our people are as yet ſober, and > 

little addicted to the intemperate uſe of ſpirits, The ſupprel 120 

ſion of ſmuggling, ſo happily effected of late by the vigilance lar 

of government, has baniſhed foreign liquors, and introduced 1. 

very generally the uſe of whiſky of our own diſtilling, which pal 

| is both wholeſomer and cheaper. Beer, however, is ſtill tod iq 

little uſed, for which whiſky is a moſt improper ſubſtitute. by 

It is ſubmitted, whether the price of this unneceſſary 1 Ti 

| ought not to be kept ſo high, as, if poſſible, to prevent it from ſer 

being 1n too frequent uſe among the loweſt ranks. Dillike - 

for diverſity in religious opinions, and modes of worſhip, te- : 


gether 
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tecame Preſbyterians more from accident than from temper. 


ok. place after the Reformation, they did not at all diſcover. 
hat decided preference to Preſbytery, which marked the weſ- 


gether with the illiberal prejudices 10 ſpe&i F 8 Highlander 6 5 
[nolender, have greatly ceaſed amongſt the people. They 


During the alternations of Preſbytery and Epiſcopacy, which 


ern and ſouthern counties. Had not their ſentiments been 
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keener than ours on this point, our iſland would probably at 
rrefent have had but one national church. At the Revolu- 


tion, few of the clergy of this province conformed to Preſpy- 
tery, but availed themſelves of the indulgence which the go= 


rernment gave, of allowing them to remain in their benefices 
for life, upon qualifying to the civil government. And in 
order to cheriſh Preſbytery, 1t was neceſſary, from time to 
time, to ſend clergy from the ſouth country to ſerve the cure. 


That horror at the name of Holidays, which was once a cha- 


nacteriſtie of the Puritans, and true Blue Preſbyterians, never 
took poſſeſſion of our common people here: and they {till ce- 
lebrate (perhaps without ever thinking of the origin of the 
practice), St. John's day, St. Stephen's day, Chriſtmas day, 
&, by aſſembling in large companies to play at foot- ball, and 
to dance and make merry. It is among the marks of an im- 
proving country, to find all the different ranks of ſociety en- 
larging their ſphere of motion. The higher ranks roam chief- 
y for amuſement, and from curioſity ; the lower move princi- 
pally with a view to buſineſs and gain. In both caſes, the con- 
(quences are beneficial to the diſtrict to which they belong, 


by giving riſe to a wider compariſon of objects and uſages. 


Tie common people reſident in Scotland every where, at pre- 
ſent, move more from their native ſpot than formerly, In the 
Une of our grand-fathers, fewer of the commonality croſſed 
the Spey or the F indhorn, (the two rivers bounding the coun- 
ty), than now viũt diſtant counties and towns, and even ſo- 

reign 
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5 reign benin The improvement derived Hom this dag 
is here, as yet, but beginning to be felt. The dreſs is what is 
common in the low countries. The women, among the com. 
mon people, come abroad to church and fair, without caps or 
bonnets on their heads; and, inſtead of cloaks or mantles, ate 
often dreſſed in ſtriped blankets ; ſuch as are uſed for bed, ill 
The laft particularly ſtrikes and offends the eye of a ſtranger, T. 
An Engliſh woman, who came among us lately, ſaid, this dref 
always put her in mind of M*Beth's witches at Drury-Late, 
Sirnames are here more numerous, in proportion to the popula. (aun! 
tion, than in the Highlands, but leſs 1 numerous than 1 in the 
5 fouthern diſtris of Britain. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER XXIII. 


PARISH OF DUMBARNY. 


(Cunty and Preſoytery of Perth e of Perth and Stirs 


ng. ) 


- 


By the Rev. Mr. David BEATSON, 


Extent, St, nation, and preſpetl. 


ME pariſh of Numbarny extends in length about 4 En 
gliſh miles, and in breadth about 3. It 1s the moſt 
beautiful part of Strathearn ; incloſed, as it were, on the ſouth 
by the Ochill hills, on the north by the hill of Mordun or 
Moncrieff, on the weſt by riſing grounds, interſected by the 

nver Earn in various windings ; the flat and riſing grounds 


being adorned with planting, beltings, avenues, and hedge- 


rows. The great road, running acroſs the pariſh, and the {loops 
under fail on the river, with gentlemen's ſeats interſperſed, 
form a moſt delightful landſcape. The view from the top 
of Mordun is extenſive, various, and grand. The ingenious 


Vor. VIII. 3 K Mr. 
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good deal in ule; but the culture of turnips is little attended 
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= N on account of the end 41 variety of tl 
= — calls it N GLOKY of n 


| facra. 

35 River, Fiſh, and Bridge—Ther river 1 which runs through Pb 
the pariſh, hs its fource in the loch of that name, and joing very 
-the Tay about 3 Engliſh miles below the bridge. The tids 1159 
flows about 2 miles above the bridge; but the water 18 pot The 
ſalt. Sloops, from 30 to 50 tons burden, with lime and coal;, . la th 
come to the bridge; and, by a little attention, the country And 
might, by the ſame navigation, be ſupplied with wood, ira, Whit 
and other articles of foreign commerce. Salmon, trout, pike, The 
and ſome perch, are found 1n the river; and the proprie. The 
tors, on each fide of it, have ſalmon fiſhings, which are of no T 
great value. The bridge over the Earn is ſuppoſed to be of WW mant 
great antiquity. It is kept in repair by the town of Perth, a phi 
for which the town has always had a cuſtom or toll; but this lettin 
is far from being an adequate fund, conſidering the great ſuns ſions. 
that have been — in „ creaſ 
from 

Soil, Cultivation, &c.—The ſoil of this pariſh is various, iſ Tue 
Clay, till. loam, and ſome light land, are found. The pr. ear: 


ſent fertility of the land is, in a great meaſure, owing to the ei. 
Feds of lime, which is a powerful and ſucceſsful manure, 
eſpecially on the clay land. They lay from 40 to 60 bolls 
of ſhells, or unſlacked lime, on the acre. Summer fallow is 


to. The ſoil in general, being ſtrong, is not eaſily pulverized, u 
make it fit for that crop; beſides which, the Pg is ſole» 
| ly performed by horſes. 


Rents.—The rents in general, are from 11. 1cs. to Il. 155 
44d. Per acre. The valuation of the pariſh of Dumbarny, 1 
the 


uf Dumbarny. - 403 


an de ceſs ak Net the lands b to » Dron, quoad E 
ſacra, amounts to 63201. 45. 10. Scotch. 


* 


opt Pooulation,—Tlie increaſe of population i in this pariſh i; is 
ins yery great. The e Incumbent was ſettled in the yead 
de ROAM eo | 5 
rot mne number of fotlls, at that time, was about 4 - 
a6, in the year 1774, it roſe to 10026 
And in this year, 1792, it amounts to = 1256 
Which, in the period of 33 years, is an increaſe of * 
The increaſe, within theſe 40 years, however, is only 486 
The return to Doctor Webſter, in the year 1755, being 964 
This increaſe is not occaſioned by the eſtabliſhing of 
nanufactures, as there are none in the pariſh ; but is owing to 
i philanthropic plan, adopted by ſome of the proprietors, of 
ſetting out a conſiderable part of their lands in ſmall poſſeſ-. 
tons. And there is a probability, that the pariſh may {till i in- 
creaſe, as a village is erecting ät the bridge of Earn, which, 
from its fituatiori, promiſes in time to become conſiderable. 
"us, The following is a liſt of marriages, &c. for the laſt eleven 
Dee Jears. | 


2 * 
—— I 


IIS of Marriages, Baptiſms, and Burials, for eleven years: 
Years, Marriages. Baptiſms. Burials. 
1782 F 13 
154 4733 „„ 27 10 
ded „ Bb 34 14 
1, 00 1788s V—ÿ̃⁊ 3 1 
1786 6 26 Bd 
1787 14 18 17 
1788 3 „ 11 
1789 9 28 21 
1590 14 V 
1791 10 26 28 
1792 | a 
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| Church, —fhe church ind manſe were origin ally Crum 
at the extremity of the pariſh, to the weſt ; which being very 
| Incommodious, they were, in the year 1689, built near the bridge 


of Earn, and are now about the centre of the pariſh, The Nas ge 
riſnioners ſtill continue to occupy the old burying ground; Scot 
and none bury in the ground about the preſent church. There and 
was formerly a chapel at Monerieff, and a church at Kirkpat. year 
tie, both appendages of the church at Dumbarny, The for. oo 
mer is now the burying-place of the family of Moncrieff, the 7 
Jatter is long fince in ruins: and the eſtate of Kirkpottie, and have 
ther lands, belonging to the pariſh of Dumbarny, were, in the 
the year 1652, annexed, quoad facra, to the pariſh of Dron, Thi 
being at a great diſtance from the church of Dumbarny, The mr 
Magiſtrates and Town Council of Edinburgh are patrons of and 
the church, and titulars of the teinds of the pariſh of Dumbar- to f 
ny. The miniſter's ſtipend is 814 merks Scotch, in money, ly 
and the vicarage teind, 4 chalders of victual, whereof there the 
are 40 bolls of meal, and 24 of ors * 401. Scotch for ſom 
cotumunion elements. cia 

| 3 uſe 
Harmonious Setttements.—In this pariſh, there are compart- ol 
tively few difſenters. The inhabitants have always diſtin- or 
guiſhed themſelves by a ſtrong attachment to the Eſtabliſbed by 
Church, and by an uncommon harmony at the ſettlement of pr 
their miniſters, This harmony has, in a great meaſure, pro- Rre 
ceeded from the moderation and good ſenſe of the patrons, 15 
who have always exercifed their right, in a way that was Lo 
agreeable to the heritors ; and they, on the other hand, have D. 
uniformly conſulted the peace of the pariſh, in their applica - 5 
tions to the patrons; an example to other patrons and be- i 
Titors, well worthy of imitation, By ſuch moderation, the N 
ſettlement of moſt pariſhes would be peaceable; an object cer- & 


tainly of great conſequence to the intereſts of religion, the be- 
4 ; nefit 


* 


if Fl jandiords; the oat of pariſhioners, and the i in- 


creaſe of the funds of the A TY 


bend —The ſchool-maſter has a lege falary of 500 marks. 


&otch, which, with about three quarters of an acre of land, 


and other emolumems, will amount to about 3ob, Ste cling | 


1 


Py. 


 Pitheathly Welts—The mineral waters of Pitkeathly, which 


have long been famed for their efficacy in curing or alleviating 
the ſerophula, ſcurvey, gravel, &e. are fituated in this pariſh. 
This mineral is gentle in its operation, has an agreeable effect 
in relieving the ſtomach of crudities, procuring an appetite, 


and exhilarating the ſpirits ; and, inſtead of weakening, tends | 


to ſtrengthen the conſtitution, The water is of a cooling qua- 


lity, and very efficacious in removing all heat and foulneſs of 
the blood. It is uſed both for drinking and bathing. In 


ſome caſes the warm bath has the moſt ſalutary effect, eſpe- 
cially in ſerophulous and ſcorbutic complaints, but ſhould be 
uſed with caution, as it tends to weaken, if made too warm, 
or uſed too frequently. The time, when this mineral was diſ- 
covered, cannot be aſcertained with certainty : even tradition 
ſays nothing of its firſt diſcovery. There are five diſtinct 


ſprings, all of the ſame quality, but of different degrees of | 


ſtrength. In the year 1771, ſome experiments were made on 


one of the mineral ſprings, by Doctor Downatyd MoxRO of 


London, which, in 1772, together with a letter from the late 
Doctor Wood of Perth, on the ſame ſubject, were publiſhed 


in the LXII. volume of the Philoſophical Tranſactions. This 


year, (1792,) Meffrs. Stoddart and Mitchel, druggiſts in Perth, 


have, with much attention and accuracy, analized the ſeve- 


ral ſprings. The following table, is the reſult of their re- 
deated experiments. 
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A dikes, bei che contehts,. in 2 wine 5 of =; of 95 „ We 
Yo "Jn, — to the eſtates of ProxzaTaLy and my | 


| Contents of the Waters. 
NV | Weft. | Spout |Dumbar- 8. park 
Names of the Waters. Well. Well. Well. ny Well | Well. | 
Atmoſpheric air, T1 231 T7 4 | 4 Cub lu 
Carbonic acid gas, + $-1--B 6 de 
Carbonat of lime, ))))... 3. 
Sulphat of lime, — $045 ..4 1 3 Ditto. 
Muriat of ſoda, - 100 94 82 57 | 44 Ditto, 
Muriat of lime, > 15 I 138. |} 1638 | 146 102 ][ 84 Ditto, 
Specific gravity of a gal- | | | 5 | 
lon of each more than | 216 | 198 172 {| 124 | 98 [Ditts, 
diſtilled EE | 8 I £7 
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NU MBER XXIV. 


PARISH OF KILMALIE, 


& e of Glenelg. ) 


87 the Rev. Mr, ALEXANDER FRASER, Min er of (bas 
. 5. 


Origin of the Name. 
ROM the Gaelic, a branch of the Celtic langnage, are de- 


eminent for piety, or for ſome other extraordinary quality, 
place, whence the pariſh receives its name. This 1s the more 


ed, its partiſans were wont to dedicate their churches, and ſa- 


ke, J Grane, or declare, by Malie, that it is as I ſay.” 


( Counties of I . 4 drgyit—Proſtytery of Aeertarphos 


rived the names of places, not only among the mountains 
of Caledonia, but in the more campaign counties of Scotland, 
Kilfignifies a burying place; and Malie muſt have been a perſon 
who probably was the firſt that had been interred in that particular 
probable, as it is well known, that, wherever Popery prevail- | 
cred grounds, to ſome canoniſed ſaint. And, as a farther evi- 


dence, even the modern Highlanders, when their veracity is 
ſulpected, will uſe the following phraſe: Air Malie tha, 
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Yet they feldom give themſelves the trouble to trace the at 
gin of the expreſſion, As to the time, wherein chi Malie 
5 flouriſhed, tradition | is filent, 


ebe and 3 * yore of he ith lies i in Arg 
| hls, but the greateſt part of it is in the county of Inverneſs, 
Being interſected in three different places, by as many arms of 
the ſea, the pariſh is of an irregular form. The length, from 
N. W. to S. E., is about 60 miles in a ſtraight line. The 
greateſt breadth, from N. E. to S. W., is 30 miles in a line, 
It comprehends about 589 ſquare miles, or nearly 396,60 
Engliſh acres, meaſuring in ſtraight lines. And, adding the 
ſurface of the hills and vallies, it muſt be, at leaſt, one third 
more. An account of ſuch an extenſive pariſh may, to the nw 
5 tives of the low nne, * romantic. 


Sur face, Soil, and Climate —The greateſt part of the mw eon. 
fiſts of high grounds; and, as the heaths yield excellent gras, 
it is well calculated for ſheep. There are, however, many val. 


179 

lies, of various extent and quality. Upon the banks of the 
rivers L:chy and Nevis, and in ſeveral other places, there is Wil 
a good deal of arable ground, of different qualities: the all, 
in general, is ſhallow and ſandy, The climate cannot be rec: Ir 
| Koned unwholeſome, for ſeveral have lived to an advanced WW coe 
age; yet the air is moiſt, for the wind blows off the ſea nen- yer 
1y two-thirds of the year. This accounts for the almoſt in- MA 
ceſſant rains which prevail; not only here, but in all other e 


| places on the Weſt Coaſt of Scotland. Here, extreme colds WW z! 


never known; and it 1s remarkably warm cloſe to the {bores ren 
where ſnow ſeldom lies above 24 hours. ho! 
ye; 


Diſeaſes. —To the dampneſs of the air, may, no doubt, be the 


attributed the frequency of the rheumatiſm; which i is the di- e 
ea 


N 
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and September, for wh ite trouts and finnacks, November, 5 
fr char —and April, for yellow trouts. Any ſalmon, that are 
fold in the pariſh, fetch 3d., and ſometimes 4d. per lib., and 
white trouts 2d. The fiſhing, upon the property of Mr. 
Mean of Ardgour, is worth 201. annually. But the prin- 
cipal fiſhing is upon the Lochy, the property of the Duke of 
Cordon, and of Mr. Cameron of Locheile. The following ta- 
ble will ſhow the number of fiſh caught upon it, during the 
ft 7 years, their prices at Fort-William, and the markets "Mp 
which they were export. „„ 


Yer, Salmon. Grilſe. Price of each eck. Nlarkets. 


„„ 8 To es 
11% 2036 3899 413 6 Oſtend by Aberdeen. 
1 %% 8319 e 2 ZBilboa. | # | 
v8 1498 ͤ 2095 % Oſtend by Aberdeen. 
1199 1260 „ Aberdeen. 
1790 1041 830 1 oOſtend by Greenock. 
179 „ un 3 6 6 Aberdeen. 


— —ͤ— —— — — 


1538 10 1.26 9 % 


Each caſk contains about 80 grilſe, or 28 ſalmon and 8 
grilſe, or thereabouts. The price of each caſk, including ſalt, 
cooperage, &c. coſts 13s. The rent of the river, and ex- 
pences attending the fiſhing, are about 3701. a-year. The 
average of thoſe 7 years, is 21954 ſalmon, and 1513 grilſe, 
equal to 92 barrels; which, at the medium price of 


31.168. 8 d., are worth only 3521. 13s. 4 d.; whereas the 


rent and expences, as tated, are 3701. per annum. It is, 
however, to be obſerved, that it is only within theſe three laſt 
ears, that the river has been rented ſo high; and likewiſe, that 
By rent of a farm, worth, at leaſt, 50 1. per annum, is includ- 
Win the 3701, Every year ſince 1787, there has been a 
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great decreaſe 3 in the number of fiſh caught; which mug pio. 


ceed from ſome inattention in preſerving the ſalmon fry, The 
cruiving of the river, it is thought, is the chief cauſe, as the fiſh 
are thereby prevented from going to the freſh-water lakes to 
ſpawn. In all the lakes in the north of Scotland, which run 
to the eaſt, pikes are to be found, but in none that run to the 
weſtern ſea, at leaſt 1 in the Righlandy. 


| e of the 8 advantages of the pariſh Is the 
| vaſt extent of ſea-ſhore it has; which, computing on beth 
fides of Locheile, on the north of Lochleven, and a part of 
both ſides of Linge-Hilloch, amounts to about jo miles,—. 


moſt. of which is rocky and high. The lands, in ſome places, 


riſe gradually many yards above the level of the ſea, and arc 
excellent paſturage for ſheep, or horſes. There is but little 
kelp made 1n the pariſh, becauſe it is moſtly the property of 


ES the landlords : and the tenants cut the fea ware, for manuring 


the ground, the quantity of dung they have being inſufficient 
for that purpoſe. In ſome places, the tides run with amazing 
violence and rapidity. There are four very ſtrong currents, — 
at Annat, Corran, Ballachuliſh, and Culiſnagon. The lands, 
on both ſides of Locheile, being ſo high, occaſion frequent ſud- 
den ſqualls, which have ſometimes proved dangerous. deve- 
ral have been drowned, of late years, in the pariſh, 


Sea Fih ad „„ are the fiſh that abound 
| moſt, and that are of the greateſt benefit. They generally en- 
ter the pariſh in the month of July, and continue in ſeaſon, 
provided the weather does not prove very ſtormy, till Nevem- 
ber. They are not equally numerous every year. The peo- 
ple of Fort-William, (where the greateſt number of boats are, 
reckon that a good fiſhing-ſeaſon, in which they catch about 


2000 barrels : laſt year 47 91) there were about 3000 anges 
whic 


AX = F JR 
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ceaſed to wear flannel ſhirts, it is become much more gene- 
ral, The prejudices, entertained by the inhabitants of this 


pariſh againſt inoculation, were, for a long time, invincible. 


But the better ſort, ſetting the example, the reſt gradually 
followed :—for we are fond to imitate our ſuperiors. Yet 
there are ſome who till ſay, © That, to inoculate for the 
« ſmall-pox, is to tempt Providence.” In one ſeaſon, 460 


were inoculated, of whom only 3 died; and their death the 


ſurgeon imputed to their being in a bad habit of body, Fe- 
vers of the epidemical kind are very frequent. Of late years, 
the dropſy is become pretty common, particularly among 


the poorer ſort of people. This is aſcribed to their feeding 


ſo much upon potatoes, which is now become a ſubſtitute for 


meal, The jaundice and the ſtone are almoſt unknown here: 
the former appears ofteneſt, however, but the ague has never 
yet invaded the pariſh. The itch, which has been imputed, 
25 a diſgrace, to this quarter of the iſland, is but rarely ſeen 
now, even among the loweſt claſſes of the people. This, 5 
doubtleſs, is owing to their living in a more cleanly manner 
than their forefathers, But this diſtemper is not peculiar to 
2 Highlander,—nor to a Scotch-man. It is a plant which 
grows in countries ſouth of the Tweed, elſe there would be 
no word to expreſs it in the Engliſb tongue; and it is well 
known to have been one of the plagues incident to the E- 


gyptians T +: 


Vor. VIII. | 3 Late 


* Deut. xxviii. 27. | 
f It is a common practice for people to go | hence to the low countries, in 


time of harveſt, and return again in the beginning of winter. Within thefe ; 


very few years, à woman of this deſcription came home, infected with a diſor- 


der that is a diſgrace to human nature. Her father, who had been a ſtranger 
do cke nature of her complaint, ſpoke to the incumbent about dar; —— upon 


3 5 9 4 


viſe that prevails moſt in the pariſh ; and, ſince people ie 
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Tubes ani Rivers —Lach-Archaig, which 3 is 16 miley low, 
5 ai one broad, is the only freſh-water lake, in the pariſh, of 
any conſequence, | From it flows the River Archaig, which, 
after running about a mile, diſcharges itſelf. into Loch-lochy, 

This lake is partly in the pariſh, and 1s the fountain of the 


river Lochy ; which, near its ſound, joins the river of Spian, 


and thus loſes. its name. Spian, runs through the pariſh cf 
Kilmanivaig. Theſe lakes are very deep; there are ſome 
others of inferior ſize. The length of the river Lochy is 


about 10 miles; and the medium breadth, about 200 feet. It 


is fordable in many places; ; yet, exceptiug at Torecaſtle, ſmal 
boats are ſometimes rowed up to its fountain. It diſgorges it 
ſelf into the ſea, near Fort - William, with ſuch rapidity and 


force, that it preſerves its ſtreams entire, for a long way, with. 


out any great mixture or taſte of ſalt water. No other 
ſtream, i in the pariſh, merits the appellation of river. Nevis, 
indeed, after great falls of rain, and when the ſnow is dif 
| ſolving upon Benevis, and the ſurrounding hills, ſwells to 
great height; but, in dry weather, it is no more than an in- 


conſiderable rivulet. After performing a circuit of about 10 


miles, and forcing its paſſage betwixt rocks and mountains, it 
ſweeps along the walls of the garriſon of F ort-William, and 
then reſigns its waters to the ocean. 


5 Freſb-Water Fil, —In thoſe rivers, and in ſome of the lakes 
there are ſalmon, finnacks, white, black, and yellow trouts. 
Even the leſſer lakes, in the hills, abound with fine yellow trout; 


and in ſome of them there are a few char. May, ] une, and 


His n what her diſeaſe was, anſwered, * I am entirely 3 of it = 
it is ſuch as 1 never heard of; neither did you, 1 am perſuaded It is ome 

* Jow-country diſorder.” It cannot be denied, however, but that the arm) have 
frequently introduced this —— diſcaſe, into Fort» William pug in 
— 


u ſee the ſmall iſles, particularly 1 and di ww? the 


of und that ſeparates them from Sky, and beyond all 


ch, theſe, the Cullin hills, which form the weſt part of Sky it- 
.. gell. Here the proſpect to the eaſt is wholly obſtructed by 


the de upper part of the mountain. But ſtill every part of Loch- 
an, eile can be eaſily obſerved, over which the whole horizon is 
> furprifingly equal, One uninterrupted range of hills, which 
me riſe, one behind another, mo no partioular * worth 


is WY diſtinguiſhing. | 
From the altitude of 600, or 700 . appel, there i is 


It 
all no yegetation at all, but merely rocks and ſtony parts, with- 
it. ut even 2 mixture of earth. Theſe parts are called Scar- 


the out any detriment ;—Upon entering into them, ſome excel- 
her lent ſprings of water are to be found. Here one is deceived 
vis, with the appearance of a high part, which ſeems to be the 
dil. top of the hill. The deception returns, and is repeated 
08 twice or thrice before you reach the ſummit, which is flat, 
in- nd bears ſome reſemblance to the ſegment of an arch, held 
10 u horizontal poſition, The left fide appears to be the 
„n tigheſt : Hence you walk, with eaſe, over the flat weather- 


beaten ſtones, that lie cloſe to each other, with a gentle de- 


come, all at once, to the brink of a precipice on the north- 


ces, el of the mountain, almoſt perpendicular; certainly not 
uts, les than 400, or 500 yards, — perhaps more, as it appears to 
uts; Wh reed the third part of the whole height of the hill. A 
and WY firanger is aſtoniſhed at the fight of this dreadful rock, which 
uly, tas a quantity of ſnow, lodged in its boſom, through the 
| wnole year. The ſound of a ſtone, thrown over the clift, to 
_ the bottom, cannot be heard, when it falls ; ſo that the height 


Kent, 


Looking 


of Kilmalie. : 1 415 


uche. They are quite flat, and may be walked over with- 


ivity, and form an eaſy pavement to the foot, Lou now 


af the precipice cannot be aſcertained by that caly experi- 
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at the diſtance of more than go miles. Shuna and Liſmore 
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„Lbkiaz to the eaſt, en appears, and to the 


ſouth-eaſt, Loch-Rannoch in Perthſhire. But Loch- Tay, 

being covered by the land, cannot be ſeen; nor Loch. Et. 
| racht. If you have a good map in company, lay i it here, in 
a horizontal poſition, and, placing your eye on that part of 


it, where Benevis 1s delineated ; turn it, till the natural 2 


ſition of Loch-Rannoch coincides with its image on the may 


and you will then have before your eye a true repreſentation 


of the objects in view. In this manner, you will be able t 


diſcover the names of thoſe high mountains, which riſe abo 


the reſt; viz, Crouchan Bhane, near Bunaw in Glenorchay; 
Shichallion, Ben- More, and Ben-Lawers, in Perthſhire, Bhilla 
in Glenco, Ben. More, in the iſland of Mull; Benuais, aul 
other hills in Roſsſhire. The whole of the great glen d 
5 Scotland, from Fort-George, to the ſound of Mull, is, at once, 
in view; comprehending the freſh water lakes of Neſs, Oich 


and Lochy, and all the courſe of the two rivers Neſs and Lo- 
chy, from their ſource, to the place where they enter into the 
ſalt water, running in oppoſite directions, the one north. ea, 


and the other ſouth-weſt. The extent of view, on the hot. 


Zon of the ſea, is about 80 miles. One ſees at once, acrols 


the iſland, eaftward, to the German Yea, and weſtward, to the 
Atlantic Ocean. 


Nature, here, appears on a majeſtic frale ; and the val. 


_ neſs of the proſpe& engages one's whole attention. Particu- 
lar objects are but few in number, and they of no common 
dimenfions ; elſe the eye would entirely overlook them. Such 


are thoſe high mountains already enumerated ; which fit 
with ſublime aſpe& over the other hills. But you are Ine 


ſtantly ſenfible, that none of them is elevated ſo high as the 


ſpot on which you ſtand. 
Juſt over the opening of the ſound, at A rachael cot- 
ner of Mull, Colunſa riſes out of che ſea, like a ſhade of mil 


Alt 


| Lt 
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eat, 
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to the 


chich proved a ſeafonable- relief to many indigent familine, 
There are red cod, Iythe, ſeath, ſkate, flounders, mackarels, 
whitings *, and a few haddocks. If the weather be moderate, 
ythes and ſeaths may be fiſhed every day of the year. Their 
prices vary, according to their ſizes, from 2d. to 5d. the do- 
zen, They are killed with ſmall rods, and a hook, having a 
feather, reſembling one of the herring fry. Cod, ſkate, and 
founder, are caught with long lines, and baits of herring, or 
of muſcles. There are a great many eels and fſturgeons. 


deals, and porpoiſes, and other ſea animals, are frequently ſeen 
to chace the ſalmon, and whales, the herrings. Laſt harveſt, 
three whales appeared in Locheile, of a great ſize: one of them 


ſemed to meaſure about 600 feet. The ſame ſeaſon, a ſhark, 
z years old, came aſhore. That ſpecies of ſhark, called the 


dog-filh, is very numerous. 


The ſea fowls are, gulls, herons, cormorants, curlews, 
ducks, teals, pies, marrots, ſolon geeſe, eagles, and many 
Y others, Of the migratory kind, are the pictarnies and wid- 
geons. The laſt appear in the latter end of harveſt, or early 


n winter, and take their paſſage to ſome other ſeas 1 in ſpring. 
The former arrive in the N of May. 


Hill.— Are 3 in the pariſh, and moſtly clothed 
mth rich heath, and a mixture of graſs, to the very ſum- 


mit, They are alſo of conſiderable height, but the moſt re- 


narkable is Nene is, which 15 an 9— that attracts the 
attention 


Lord Lydon 3 in his journey into Wales, a * But what Bala i 18 moſt | 
famous for, is the beauty of its women: and, indeed, I there ſaw ſome of the 


" Prettieſt girls, I ever beheld.—The lake produces very fine trouts, and a fiſh 
called Whiting, peculiar to itſelf, and of ſo delicate a taſte, that, I believe, you 
would prefer the flavour of it to the lips of the fair maids of Bala.” A Bun- 
hn man might, but, ſurely, an amorous lover would not. Whether the whiting, 
ide lake of Bala, be the ſame with the whiting of our ſeas, i is uncertain; but 
eſe have a ſweet flavour, and are a delicious morſel. 
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The view is entirely confined within Glenevis hill, till oy 


Account 


attention u of all curious tHavellets.” Being the higheſt moun. 
tain in Great Britain, it certainly deſerves a . de. 
ſeription. Fo . 


Benevit. —This mountain is 4 4856 feet high, —Ie ! 13 ef 
aſcended, by a ridge of the mountain, towards the wel 
about a quarter of a mile up the river Nevis, from the houſ 
where the proprietor reſides. There is good paſture for ſheep, 
here, as well as on the ſurrounding hills, for a great way up, 


have got up about 500 yards perpendicular. Indeed, the 
valley, though confined, preſents an agreeable proſpedt. The 
_ Viſta is beautified with a diverfity of buſhes, ſhrubs, and 
birch woods, the ſeats of roes and deer, befides many love. 
ly ſpots of green; a decent, neat, rural manſion, encircled 
by a young flouriſhing plantation; a river at the botton 
of the vale, which, after being broken by a heap df 
mis-ſhapen ſtones, glides away in a clear ftream ; and, wan- 
dering through woods, vales, and rocks, loſes itſelf in the 
| Tea, To heighten the pleaſure of the charming view, the ſa 

and the ſhores preſent themſelves. This is ſuch a proſped, 
as muſt expand the heart, and delight the ſpeQator, attached 
to the charms of nature, and to rural ſcenes ; and recal to mind 
the days of old, when princes and princeſſes are ſaid to have 
tended their herds and flocks, amidſt the beauties of Arcadia 
Upon aſcending above this height, the proſpect opens, and 
enlarges, to the ſouth-weſt, and you behold the Strait ot 
Corran, the iſlands of Shuna and Liſmore ; the ſouth-cat 
part of Mull, together with the iſlands of Suile and Kerren, 
on the oppoſite coaſt of Argyll. At this altitude, two ele⸗ 
vated hills make their appearance over theſe iſles; which, by 
their ſhape, declare themſelves to be the Paps of Jud 


Turnin g to the weſt, and inclining a little towards the north, 
you 


Oun. 
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lie like ſmall ſpots of rich Fedde and, though diſtant, near 
0 miles, ſeem quite near, and under the beholder. The low 
jarts of Jura, cannot be diſcerned, nor any part of Iſla ; fat 
Els, the coaſt of Ireland, which ſome have pretended to ſee 
tom the top of Benevis. Such, however, is the wide extent 
of view, from the ſummit of this mountain, that it reaches 
to miles, from the horizon of the ſea, at the Murray Frith, on 
de notth eaſt, to the iſland of Colunſa, on the ſouth weſt. 
Could one paſs a night, in October, on the ſummit of Bene- 
vis, it is probable, that he would diſcover the heavenly bo- 
lies in greater ſplendour, than upon Mount Blanc itſelf. The 
ktter, it is true, is much higher; but the the former, is in a 
colder climate, and ie when fair, in a Teſs ſhaded 
The high hills on each ſide of ths lakes and he men- 


tioned above, opening like huge walls, or ramparts, on each 


hand, yield a curious variety of agreeable wild proſpects; the 
vaſt windings whereof make the ſeveral turnings of the 
nountains rather diverſify the ſcene, than obſtruct the eye. 
Their extremities, declining grad ually from their ſeveral 
ſummits, open into vallies; where one has variegated views of 
woods, rivers, plains; and lakes. The torrents of water, 
which, here and there, tumble down the precipices, and, in 
many places, break through the cracks and cliffs of the rocks, 
arreſt the eye, and ſuſpend the mind, in awful aſtoniſh- 
ment, In a word, the number, the extent, and the variety of 
the ſeveral proſpects, —the irregular wildneſs of the hills, of the 
rocks, and of the precipices,—the noiſe of rivulets, and of 
torrents, breaking and foaming among the ſtones, in ſuch a di- 
rerlity of ſhapes and colours, —the ſhining ſmoothneſs of the 
ſeas, and of the lakes, —the rapidity, and rumbling of the ri- 
Vers, lalling from ſhelve to ſhelve, and forcing their ſtreams 


lirough a multitude of obſtructions, — the ſerenity of the 
Vor. VIII. wy 4 Go" | at ure 
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azure Kies, and the ſplendour of the e ſun, riding in 
the brightneſs of his majeſty have ſomething ſo charmingly 


5 wild and romantic, and ſo congenial to the contemplative 
5 mind, as ſurpaſſes all deſcription, and preſents a ſcene, of which 
the moſt fervid imagination can ſcarcely form an idea, 

Tze traveller, who is ſo callous, as to behold all this, and 
not feel the greatneſs and majeſty of the ALMIchrT Axcyr. 
TECT, impreſſed upon his heart, muſt, indeed, be ſtrangely void 
of ſenſe, of taſte, and of ſentiment. It affords a leſſon, wor. 
thy of travelling up the mountain to learn. Benevis, and the 
ſurrounding mountains, do, indeed, ſtrongly excite the idea of 
Burnet, of their being the fragments of a once demoliſhed 
: world Feu can perform a Journey to the top of Benevis, and 

make proper obſervations, going and returning, in leſs than 
7 hours; and ſtill fewer, without feeling, in cheir limbs, the 
. of the kletirne, for a day c or two o after. 


N "Tere is no coal mine 1n the pariſh; but 2 
vein of lead ore has been lately diſcovered, upon the welt fide 
of Benevis, running eaſt-and weft, croſs a burn, in the heart 

olf a ſolid rock of fine red granite, with a {lope outwards, as it 
deſcends; and, but for this ſlope, in a vertical poſition. It i 
four or five inches thick 3 compoſed of about one third of 
ore, and the reſt, of white marcaſite, with a mixture of ſul- 
phur; and ſeems to grow thicker, and richer, as it deſcends, 
The acceſs is not difficult; and the perpendicular height, 
about 300 yards from the bottom of the valley, Two other 

parallel narrow veins, are to be ſeen a few yards lower down. 
Though a trial could be eaſily made, none has, as yet, been 
attempted. But, no doubt, Mr. Cameron of Glenevis, tis 
proprietor of this mountain, to famous among Scottiſh hills, will 
be induced, by the promiſing appearance, to make a trial. At 
Inverſcaddle, belonging to Mr. Cameron of Faſsfern, there 1s 


another vein, of the ſame Kind, which has been tried, but not 
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ſo far, as to afcertain its value. That theſe veins are good, 
and worth working, is highly probable, as they run in a line, | 
eat and weſt, with thoſe at Strontian, 

There is abundance of limeſtone in the pariſh; and, at Bal- 
ichuliſh *, belonging to Mr. Cameron of Locheile, there is a 
fine appearance of a flate quarry, cloſe to the ſhore of Loch- 
leven, Which there forms 2 pretty baon where a yy could 

G3. be 


* « Near the farm houſes, of Ballachuliſh, “there is a. limeſtone, or marble 
rock, of a beautiful aſhen grey colour, and of a fine regular uniform grain, or 
{ texture; capable of being raiſed in blocks, or ſlabs, of any ſize, and capable of 
receiving a fine poliſh, This ſingular rock, is finely ſprinkled throughout, 
« with grains and ſpecks of fine bright mundick, or pyrites ; and likewiſe, with 

grains and ſpecks of beautiful lead ore, of a fine texture,.which, to the eye, ap- 
® pears to be rich in fler. This would make a . and beautiful metallic 
* marble, | | N | | . 

* In the farm of Blarmachfhaildaich, lnb to 10 Duke of Gordon, : 
e about z miles ſouth of Fort-William, in the bed of a river, there is a very ſin- 
" pular marble, conſiſting of a black ground, and flowered with white. This 
* ſtone, is of a fine cloſe grain, or uniform texture, but not very hard ; and the 
* flowering in it is light, elegant, and beautiful, like fine needle-work ; or rather, 
4 reſembling the froſty fret-work, upon glaſs windows, in a winter morning; 

and this flowering, is not only upon ee but quite through all parts 

* of the body of the ſtone. | 

A great part of the hill of Benevis, is compoſed of . It is a re- 
markably fine, beautiful, and elegant one, of a rediſh caſt, in which the pale 
" roſe, the bluſh, and the yellowiſh white colours, are finely blended, and 

* ſhaded , through the body of the ſtone, which is of a jelly-like texture, and is, 
* undoubtedly, one of the fineſt, and muſt elegant, ſtones in the world. About | 
* three fourths of the way up this hill, upon the north weſt ſide, there is found 
a porphyry, of a greeniſh colour, with a tinge of a browniſh red. This ſtone _ 
' ſmooth, compact, hard, and heavy, of a cloſe uniform texture, but of no 


i brightneſs, when broken. It is ſpotted with e on; of a white x | 
\ ſubitance, | | 


© The elegant rediſh granite, of 8 is, perhaps, the beſt, and moſt 
beautiful in the world; and there is enough of it, to ſerve all the kingdoms of 
the univerſe, though they were all as fond of granite, as ancient Egypt “.“ 
* Gee Wi iams's Sefural Hiſtory of the Mineral Kingdoms 
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0 ke eaſily built. — There i is a rock, of an enbellent rediſh gte 
nite, in the farm of Sallachan, belonging to Captain M.Lea 
of Ardgour, which will au mit ofa fine poliſh, What a pity 
It 1s, that ſuch ſums of money, ſhould be ſent every year to 

foreign kingdoms for m#rble, when our own country aboung 
with all kinds of ſtones, of the very beſt quality, Fe OY for 
ornamental architecture! 5 


| Feten There is an echo at the Eſplanade of Fort- William 

near the place where the brewhouſe ſtands, and another, in th 

face of the hill of Succoth, immediately behind Ardgoyr. 
| houſe, There are probably ſeveral mote in the pariſh, | 


Caves.—In the face of a very ſteep rock, near Ballachy 
liſh, there is a cave, but ſo difficult of acceſs, that there is no 
f perſon living, at preſent, | in the pariſh, who has ventured to 
explore . A deſcription of : conſequently, cannot be given, 

About 8 miles up the river Nevis, there is another remark- 

able cave, known by the name of Uaigh-"t ' Horrle,” or H. 
muel's Cave; that being the patronymic of the family af 
Glenevis. This cave is in the heart of a rock, which appears 
to be about yo feet high, and nearly as broad, leaning to the 
fide of a mount, ſouth of the river, and not far diſtant fron 

it. It is of difficult acceſs, having, quite cloſe to the entrance, 
2 perpendicular rock, 30 or 40 feet high. The cave appeats 


It is not a great number of years, however, ſince a man, who had been 
| obliged to ſkulk for his crimes, made it his place of | abode and refuge, for the 
ſpace of about 3 years. | During day light, he- kept within his cell; but, as {eon 
as the darkneſs of the night favoured him, he iſſued forth from his ſtrong hold, in 
queſt of proviſions, While he continued thus cautious, he was ſecure; but, 3t 

_ laſt, growing confident, he ventured to ſally out in the day time. In one of 
theſe predatory excurſions, he was opprehended, and compelled to do juſtice i 
the laws of his country. 


to be formed, by one part of the rock leaning to the other, 
and forming, between them, an arched, irregular, ſhapeleſs, 
kind of grotto, from 6 to 1 2 or 14 feet high. It is 3o feet 
long, and 11 broad. The floor is very uneven, floping from 


largeſt of which, would afford ſnelter for about 30 people. 
At its extremity, there are two other paſſages, leading farther 
into the rock ; both are quite dark. Theſe apertures conduct, 


their dark, and hideous appearance, that few can be prevail- 
ed on to enter them, One of theſe paſſages, opens at the 
extremity of the large apartment, and 1s lined with a ſhelvin 8 


the drops oozing through the crevices, occaſion a perpetual 
dampneſs, and diſagreeable ſmell. It is the frightful habita- 
tion of darkneſs an abode, fit to be inhabited only by the 
ſons of deſpair, —being one of thoſe howling caverns, where 


time, lived ſecure “. The mouth of the cave is not above 34 
largeneſs 


cave, and that the noiſe of his muſic was heard, under ground, at a place called 
Kinloch, diſtant, from the entrance of the cave, no leſs than 10 miles. The 
tune he played was, „Oh / that I had three hands ! 2 for the bagpipe, and one for 
* the ford! ſignifying that he had been attacked by ſubterrancan foes. Other 
pariſhes will, no doubt, claim right to this unfortunate piper, who ſergot to 
bring a clew with him, to guide him back through the labyrinth. This ſtory 


delerves the ſame credit , with thoſe of many other traditionary tales, of the fabu- 
lous bardz. . 


Fi, 


the mouth all the way. There are 3 diviſions in it; the ; 
through the body of the rock, to other receſſes ; but ſuch is 


precipitate rock, that goes about 10 feet downwards, and ef- 
fectually deters moſt of the viſitants from proceeding any 
farther the other paſſage is nearly over it, at the roof of the 
vault, to which one may eafily aſcend, by the help of a flop- _ 
ing part of the rock. The earth, on the floor of the cave, and 


the lubterraneous winds blow. Hither, however, ſome re- 
treated for ſafety, in the year 1946,—and here they, for ſame 


feet high, and is pretty much concealed by its ſituation. The | 


* There is a tradition among the vulgar, that a piper went once into this 
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pe largeneſs of the rock, however, where it is, and fome fir es 
- its top, will lead to a 3 of it, 


| On t 
Caſcades —] uſt e to the weck, where the laſt men. +00 
tioned cave is, on the other fide of the river, there is a moſt wook 
beautiful eaſcade, falling down, by a gradual ſlope, from Be. ever 
nevis, upwards of half a mile before it reaches the bottom of then 
the valley, where it unites its ſtreams with thoſe of the Nevis, is fo 
The appearance of this ſheet of water, immediately attract that 
one's attention, dilates the heart, and kindles, in the mind, holl 
thoſe lofty and grand ſentiments of devotion, and thoſe plea. plan 
fing elevated feelings, which the ſublime ſound of a caſcade, tree 
or the war of many waters, naturally excite. The windings of 
the river, —the verdure of the trees, —the wildneſs of the V 


rocks,—the terrific aſpect of the hills, - the miſt, flying ſwiſt. | and 


ly on their tops, - the clouds, rolling along with velocity, land 
the lonely ſituation, remote from human eye,—every thing of t 
_ £onſpires to make this fall of water, one of the grandeſt ob- tro 
Jes in nature, It even excels the famous Fall of Foyer: kin 
which cannot be beheld with ſo much complacency. It is, hea 
indeed, awful and fublime ; but has too much of the terrible Ay 
in its appearance.— About two miles further up the river Ne- by 
vis, there is another caſcade, which, after ſorcing its way lor 

- through hills and rocks, has a fall of, at leaſt, 500 feet per- tea 
pendicular. It is on the ſame ſide of the river with the cave. the 
This pariſh, as may naturally be expected, from the number thr 
of hills in it, abounds with caſcades, that compole a benni wa 
and Wan ſeenery. by 1 

W 

0% 


Wands There can be little doubt, but that the greateſt part 
of the pariſh was once over-run with wood. At preſent, it is laid, 
there are about 14,000 acres under it. The moſt conſiderable, 
and the moſt valuable plantation, belongs to Mr, Cameron af 
Lochell! 
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focheile, who has upwards of 6,000 acres under birchand fir, in- 
termingled, and 4,000 acres more, under oak and other timber, ; 
on the property of Capt. M*Lean of Ardgour, there are about 

„oοο acres of firs, oak, and other ſpecies of trees. "Theſe 
woods, in many places, would be very valuable. Here, how- 
erer, they are not, being far from the ſhore, and the roads to 
mem extremely bad. To purchaſe imported timber, therefore, 
is found to be cheaper; at leaſt, it is preferred. The trees, 

that grow naturally, are oak, fir, birch, aſh, mountain-aſh, 
holly, elm, wild geen, hazle, and the Scotch poplar. Thoſe 
planted. are, , arne filver fir, beech, plane, and fruit 
trees. 


Wild 3 and Birdi.— The 8 are, Ss | 


| and roes,—hares, as large as thoſe in the low countries of ined 


land, but not ſo- ſwift, —weaſels, polecats, badgers, and foxes, 
of two kinds: theſe laſt, are moſtly extirpated, fince the in- 
troduction of ſheep.—The birds are, eagles, of three different 
kinds, hawks, Kites, ravens, crows, and rooks. There are 
heathcocks, ptarmachans, and partridges ; but they are de- 
creafing annually, as their eggs are trampled upon, and broke 
by the ſheep. There are alſo ſnipes, and plovers, with all 
forts of poultry; and a great variety of ſmall birds, of the mu- 
fical kind, ſuch as the roſe, the heath, and the rock-linnet,— 
the chaff, the bull, and the goldfinch,—the ſky-lark, the 
thruſh, the robin-redbreaſt, &c.—The migratory birds are, 
woodcocks, which appear in October, and go away in March, 
and cuckoos, ſwallows, martins, ſwifts, and ſtonechatters, 


which arrive in Agel, and depart i in Augpit, Sem bags, and 
Kober, 


\ 


Cattle, At preſent, thers are in the pariſh, according to 
the exacteſt calculation that could be made, about 6,000 head 
of- 
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of black cattle, 500 horſes, r, ooo goats, and 60,005 ſheth, 
Before the mode of ſheep-farming was introduced, a great 
number of horſes were reared for ſale. They were well ſhaped; 
hardy, and high mettled. Good onesnow ſell at from 81; to 201; 
Owing to their decreafing in number every ſeaſon, they have 
advanced in price conſiderably, of late years: They are aſe 
in ploughing, harrowing, leading home peats, and carrying 
manure to the fields. Four of them, are yoked a- breaſt in the 
plough; and a man, who leads them, ftands immediately be. 
fore thent, and walks backward, facing the ploughman, This, 
furely, is very aukward ! The centlemen i in the pariſh; how. 
ever, yoke but two horſes in the plough ; and the one who 
Three different kinds of 
| ploughs are uſed.— The ſheep were firſt introduced, into the 
| pariſh, in the year 1764. They have ſince increaſed ſo much, 
that about three fourths of the country are occnpied by them, 
Wherever they are, there is not above the 1 3oodth acre in 


holds it, manages alſo the reins. 


tillage. Hence the quantity of hill ground may be conceived, 
But, indeed, the vallies are moſtly paſture walks, for the win- 
ter and ſpring retreat of the ſheep, as well as of the black eat. 
tle.— All the hills, below the perpendicular altitude of 600 
yards, are lined with beautiful, ſoft, and rich heath ; but, 
above that height, they are moſtly barren. There is no com- 
mon in the pariſh, 


Produce, Cultivation, &c.—Oats, barley, and potatoes, are 
The climate and ſoil here are ill calcu- 
In the beft ſeaſon, the crop 15 
precarious, and hardly equivalent to the expences incurred. 
Potatoes, which are moſtly plauted in drills, anſwer remark- 
ably well; and turnips, it is believed, would turn to good ac. 
count, particularly to the ſheep farmer. Hitherto, however, 


little attention has been beftowed upon them. Oats are ſown 
| 8 85 during 


the principal crops. 
lated for rearing grain. 


during 
the en 
the en 
Odob 

Th 
der th 


1 


tating FR two laſt weeks of March; . and potatoes, in 
the end of April, and beginning of May. Barley is reaped in 
the end of Auguſt ; oats, from the beginning of September o 


Ogober, and potatoes, about the end of September. 


The following is the average number of Engliſh acres, un, 


der the different ſorts of grain, on each of the ſheep farms: 


; Y 3 acres are der 12 poll of oats. 
4 ——— under 3 bolls of barley. 
10 — under 14 bolls of e 


: Total, 27 acres in tillage. 
34,973 acres in ſheep paſture, 


In all, 3 5,900 3 acres; ; being x6 miles by 3 and two o lth, 


In farms of leſs extent, therk is a ſmaller 1 ac- 


tordingly. Indeed, thoſe proportions are equal to a medium 
of 4 ordinary ſheep farms in the parith, or to 8, according to 


former divifions. In farms, where there are black cattle _ 
ſocks, there are nearly 4 times this proportion of ground in 
culture, The paſture grounds, including ſheallings, do not 

rent at above 4d. per acre annually. The returns, upon an 


average, are, of oats, 3 from 1, of barley, 5, and of potatoes, 10. 
There is no hemp, and very little flax ſeed, ſown in the pariſh, 
The vallies and meadows yielding ſpontaneouſly plenty of ex- 
cellent graſs: there is but little clover, or rye grals (own, The 
Poms Tied the ordinary vegetables. 


Inports and Exports —The articles imported are, meal, 


flour, oats, butter, cheeſe, whiſky, foreign ſpirits, ſalt, timber, 
tar, and all kinds of mercantile goods. There were entered 
awards, in the year 1991, at the port of Fort-Willam, 
coaſtwiſe, 8, oco bolls of oatmeal; which, at the average price 


of 168. 8d. By boll, is 66661. 32. 4d. But only about 2 50D 
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1 polls were uf in the pariſh, the reſt being ſold to oth 
countries : 2500 bolls, at the above price, come to 20841 
6s. 8d, We may ſafely ſay, that the pariſh pays at les 
that ſum for meal every year; for ſeldom, very ſeldom, it i; 
that it ſells ſo reaſonably, as is above ſtated. Of whiſky, then 
are annually imported into the pariſh, and drunk in it, abou 
1 5,000 gallons, which, at 48. each gallon, coſts 3, o00l. Ty 
exports are, fiſh, wool, ſheep, horſes, and black cattle, 


| | Pof 

During the ſummer and harveſt 1791, there were taken, by bed 
the people of the pariſh, about 3,008 8 of herringy hs 4; 
which, at 18 8. per barrel, is 2700 J. er 

| | | derab 
Account of Wool ſent wi; from the port of Fort-William for 6 ye detert 

| | preceding the 5th 1 af PO 1792. pared 
cut. g. i edit 


From 5th January 1 to - 3 W =. e 
From 5th January 1790, to 5th January 1791, - 23 2653 2 | 
From 5th January 1791, to 5th January 1792, - = 3593 21 & 1 


—  — — 


In n all, 8985 0 5 


| 90 4x,930 18 at 24 lbs. Engl: to each ſtone. Two thirds of the wool ut 


white, and one third is tarred. A 
| | | | | tarvel 
Stones, Ibs. | > Bf 7 0 

27,953 8, at 78. 6d. fer fone. amount to 10482 10 0 © 
23,976 16, at 55. 6d. per ſtone, amount to TILE (nd 

* Woul: 
41930 & Total of wool exported i in-3 years, . 14326 1 | trials 


The annual average produce of wool, . from — 4 an 111 


11 is therefore 0 FE XA 
am, the M . 


Tue greateſt part of the above weol, was ſent dale , 
Liverpool, and other ports in England, Let it be obſerv ä 
however, that it includes much more than the produce 0 


this Fe in which there are oaly 69,000 ſheep. — 
fl 
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to about 10,000 ſtones. 


5 


a tendency to diminiſh the number of inhabitants in particu- 
lr diſtricts“. In this pariſh, however, from the operation 
of peculiar circumſtances, the population has increaſed a. 
terably, and is till on the increaſe, It is not eaſy, now, to 
determine the exact proportion of people that rata _— 
jared with thoſe who have been obliged to remove. > FY 


1. WY nedium ſtatement of ſeveral farms, in different ſituations, 
zu bey a o have e: Pont . 
_ * e to have been nearly three times as populous, as 
54 y are at preſent. But one fourth of the pariſh is ſtill un- 


(er black cattle, and contains as great a number of people as 
3 H3- | 1 ever. 


2 is an abſolute neceſſity of preſerving the graſs, during ſummer and 
elt, upon the low grounds, for the uſe of the ſheep in winter and fpring ;— 


„ a, z 1 th * l 3 


their 0 | 

6 N RR EBA Beſides, the number of cows and horſes, they wouldrequire, 

11... wag ” ume the graſs. Proprietors, it is ſaid, have made repeated 
3 C ole lands, among the former tenants, jointly, provided they 
them with ſheep, and agree among themſelves, with regard to their 


the en . SED 

won 3 indedd, 1 is almoſt impoſſible, that a multitude of people can 
Me OY a joint ſtock of ſheep, and bringing the produce to market. 
nel v. vin e, = kind, conſequently, how plauſible ſoever they may ſeein in theo- 
ſerved, bor a 6a ail of ſucceſs in practice; and experience has demonſtrated the ab- 
luce of ol ſuch an attempt. The fact is, that ſheep farms cannot be let with 


Pudence, | 
'ething or advantage, to a number of tenants; and the introduction of 


de muſt >. 4.6 
P , of courſe, diminiſh the number of tenants in particular diſtricts. 


note than 6 fleeces generally go to each ſtone, which is equal 


Stoner, lhe. 5 | 5 | | 5 e 
(666 14, at 5e. 6d. per ſtone, come ts 2499 19 44 
3333 10, at 5s. 6d. per ſtone, come to = = ET - 916 13 91 | 
ko o Total annual produce of the wool of this pariſh, = WW Err 


Population.—The introduction of ſheep, it is obvious has 
X | _ Rp 
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reſpeQive { : 
ſecure ſhares, But every inſtance of this kind, has proved unſucceſsful in 
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ever. And of thoſe, who have been diſpoſſeſſed, very * 
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have quitted the pariſh, They go and reſide in Maryburgh, 
as ſeveral alſo do from other neighbouring pariſhes ; which 
accounts for the increaſing popylouſneſs of that village, g. 
_ tides which, the women, in general, are very prolific, fre 
quently bringing forth twins; and, in September laft, (1791) 
two women were delivered of 3 children each at a bir. 
Every marriage commonly produces from 5 to 7 child, 
For ſeveral reaſons, it is almoſt impoſſible to keep an exif Tay! 
and a complete regiſter of baptiſms and marriages, in ſo er, we 
| tenſive a pariſh as this. Unleſs the clergyman, at the time offi oe 


celebrating theſe ordinances, write down, in a memorandum wi 
book, the names of the parties, and tranſmit them afterwarkMill zu 


to the ſeſſion clerk, they will never be regiſtered ; for the Bak 
parties themſelves either negle&, or diſregard to do it, Be. | 
_ fides, it is believed, that the Papiſts and Epiſcopalians keep a 
feparate regiſter of their own births and marriages, And, 
pl deaths, no regiſter has ever yet been attempted to be the 
| kept in the pariſh, By the moſt exact calculation, the 
number of ſouls is — — * „ al 
The return to Dr. Webſter, i in 17 5 "a Was = e 


— — 


Increaſe, ” « Sy E - 1} 
Ihe inhabitants, in the garriſon, however, being includ- 
ed in the above number, and not enumerated in the þ 194 


return to Dr. ain muſt be deducted 


i —— 


| Exact increaſe i in 37 en WERE - * 938 


Of the above 1 about 1200 live in Mary burg and 
F ort- William; and of theſe there are 


Merchants) 


and 


Hants, 


£ * X of 


: of Kilma *. TR 


Herchants, © = 2 Brought over, x3x 
Shop-keepers, - 9 FDidlery, „CCC. 
Carpenters, - «=. IT". -- Barber, — „ 
Ship-wright, - - - I N,, S Fe . | 
| Boat-wrights,  - = = 3 Surgeons, 8 "i 3 
Wheel-wrights, = = =- 3 Comptroller, «< 1 . 
Cart-wrights, s 2 Surveyof, . s "= 
Der „% an, 
— Sc: - DDE Exciſe-men, N - 3 2 
Maſons*, = 55 — 26 School-maſters, - 5 1 
„ „ min . p =. - 4 8$ 
Werten 23424 Farmer, „ +. 16 
Shoe-makers, „ 18 Gardeners; SN 88 RS | 
Smiths, - 0 - 3 Inn-keepers, = WE 00-4 
Nailers, - - 3 Mantuamakers &=s* 6 oo 
Butchers, 5 43 — . $ : Seamſtreſſes, | 2 4 — 4 
SE DEER ED Rs 
LOR In all, 175 


Carry over, 1 


There are 13 old people living, at preſent, in Maryburgh, at 
the following ages . 3 8 e 


6 aged 84 years of age. 
1i— 88 —— 
ß 
2— 98 — 
I — 104 


Died in the pariſh, oy 


T5 years ago, I aged 107 years of age, 


And laſt year, I —- 103 ———— 


Language. 


* Good maſons, brick-layers, and carpenters, get Ts. 8d, per day. A taylor, 
ad brogue-maker, who goes about for work, receives Tod. a-day, beſides 
victuals, and a common labourer, Is. But, for this laſt claſs, there is not con- 
fant work throughout the year; and what he earns, depends upon his own di- 
Where there is not conſtant work, the rates for day-labourers cannot 


* fred; and, of courſe, it is impollible to aſcertain any determinate income, or 
n certain expence, N | 


ligence. 
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Language —The Gaelic .is the wother ec of the 
natives ; and, it 1s thought, that in this, and ſome neigh- 

- bouring pariſhes, it is ſpoken in its greateſt purity. Though 
the Gaelic be the original language, there are very few people, 
eſpecially of the younger claſs, who do not underſtand and 

| ſpeak. Engliſh. It is remarkable, yet not the leſs true, that 
the illiterate Highlander, who is a ſtranger to every other 
language but the Gaelic, ſpeaks it more fluently, more cle. 

8 . and more N than the (cholar %, 


: | Pi. age.—Maryburgh, Or Glen is ths only one of and 


b note in the pariſh, and is fituated upon the ſea ſhore, ſouth ſur 
ö | fide of Locheile, within a few yards to the ſouth-weſt of 25 
Fort-Willam. Anciently, the place where it ſtands, was called 
| Aucbintore-beg. The village was then built on the ground ad 

where the Eſplanade is now. It was after the acceſſion of 95 


the Prince of Orange to the Britiſh throne, that it obtained 
the name of Maryburgh, in honour of his royal conſort. For 
| ſome time paſt, it has been indiſcriminately called Maryburgh 
and d Gordonlburgh, from the family of Gordon, whoſe pro- 


wu 


* The name of almoſt every place in Caledonia, is derived from Pa Gael; 

fo that it is unneceſſary to enumerate many inſtances. Corpach, a place cloſe to 
the ſhore, on an angle of Locheile, is a compound, ſignifying the field of corpſer. 
It is well known, that men of note were anciently interred in Iona- Such as 
were brought from the north of this pariſh, were kept in ſtate at Corpach for à 
night, or perhaps longer. Hence the original of the name. Ocbinich is another 
Place upon the ſhore of Lochleven, where the dead, brought from Perthſhire, 
were embarked for the conſecrated ground of Iona, and means à groan, or deep 
conflicting ſigh of lamentation. Perhaps women were hired to ſet up the Cor 
nach, Lochaber, or Loch- nu- caßper, ſignifies the Lake of Horns, Indeed it deſerves 
not the name of lake, being a ſmall pool in the moſs of Corpach. The traditio! 
is, that the deer, in the routing ſeaſon, fought about this lake, and loſt their 
horns, Hence the whole country has received its Name, | 


T 
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perty it is. It is in a thriving way, and with their coun- 
tenance and patronage, is likely to become a diſtinguiſhed place, 


Fort-Wilkam Stands upon the ſouth ſide of a ſmall gulph 
of that arm of the ſea, called Locheile ; where, by the turn of 
the mountains, it forms itſelf into an angle, and receives the 
rivers Lochy and Nevis. It is ſituated upon a plain, almoſt 
level with the ſea. Upon the oppoſite ſhore, there is another 
| of a much larger extent, upon the fame level, which widens, 
and exceedingly beautifies the proſpect. Theſe plains are 
ſurrounded with mountains, which were once covered with 
woods, and are watered with many ſprings and rivulets. 


The fort was firſt built during the uſurpation of” Oliver 


Cromwell, by the advice and direction of Monk. It occupied : 
more ground at that time than it does now, and conſiſted of 
,2,000 effective troops. Colonel Braym was the firſt, I be- 
lieve, who was appointed governor. The fort was then dif. 
tinguiſhed by the name of the . Garriſon of Inverlochy.”— 
In the time of King William, it was rebuilt, on a leſs ſcale, 
with ſtone and lime. In the year 2746, it ſtood a ſiege of 
5 weeks, which commenced 24th February, and was raiſed 
30 April following, with the loſs only of 6 men killed, 
and 24 wounded *®, The fort is, by no means, a place of 
ſtrength. For theſe two years paſt, all the men in it have 
been only a company of invalids. Beſides, ſome years ago, 
about a fourth part of the wall was undermined, and ſwept 
away by the river Nevis: It has ever ſince been faſt going to 
run, and there appears not the moſt diſtant proſpe& of its 
being repaired. General James Murray is the preſent go- 
vernor of the dort z Lord Forbes 1 is deputy-governor; and 

Captain 


* A journal of the ſiege, had been kept by one of the officers in the garriſon, 
copy of which is in the poſſeſſion of the writer hereaf. 
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Captain Thomas Cochrane, commanding officer... A poſt, 
office was eſtabliſhed at Fort-William in the year 1764.— 

There is a maſon- lodge; and a jail, in which there have been, 
in all, ſince 1781, for various crimes, 43 Priſoners, many of 
them for trivial offences. 


Rent and Proprietors,—The valued rent of the pariſh, iz 
4 341. 148. 4d. Ster. ; the real groſs rent, about 5200. ; ; the lands, 
rent at 49231. 8s. 11 d.; the ſalmon fiſhing, upon the river 
Lochy, rents at about 230 J.; {till water fiſhing, at 21,; 
houſes rent at about 2001. The following table ſhows the 
_ Proprietors in the pariſh ; their rental, valued and real; 
and the ſuperiors of whom they hold their lands, The three 
laſt el. in i 


| 1 | P, aluations. | : Real Rente. 1 Superior. 
* 5 J b e 
Mr. Cameron of Locheile, L. 250 © © L.1500 9 e and Garden 
| . Eg 3 Duke of Aroyl! 
Mr. M*Lean of Ardgour 8 Enn 1663 8 11 oe 8 
Duke of Gordon, | 34 8 10 300 o o Crown. 
Mr. Cameron of Glenevis, 30 16 8] 50 o ©|Duke of Gordon. 
8 N _ | F DukesoſGordon 
Ur. Cameron of Faſsfern 30 8 13 660 o o 5 Gal 
Mr. Cameron of Kinlochleven, 10 12 3] Too o o Duke of Gordon. 
L. 434 14 4 L 4723 8 11] 


Improved Value of Land.—Since the year 1564, when ſheey 
were firſt introduced into the pariſh, the value of land has 
augmented conſiderably ;—in general, to triple what it then 
was. Farms, under long leaſes, muſt be excepted. Of theſe 
there are only a few, which were granted by the commillion- 
ers upon the annexed eſtates, Where there are but ſhort 


© leaſes | 


* Changes of property are not frequent; not above three inflances having 
occurred within theſe 150 years, | 
9 AT ogour does not hold ſo much of the Crown, as intitles him to a bete 
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vaſes granted by landlords, improvements will advance very 
ſt, lowly. | here are ſome lands in the pariſh, which are eſ- 
emed high rented. —The great augmentation of rents muſt 
en, Ws. attributed, principally, to the mode adopted, of ſtocking 
o ams with ſheep. They require a ſmaller number of hands 
to tend them, than black cattle; can graze in places where 
dele would not venture, and yield a greater produce. This, 


l n 
. — EXD 9 — 3 


3 
at 


t will be acknowledged, is a ſtrong temptation to proprie- f 
th tors, who value money more than men, to encourage ſheep- f 


farming *.—There are 93 farms in the pariſh: The average 
extent of each, is 64 ſquare miles ; and the average annual 
rent, about 501. Sterling. Of theſe 93 farms, 54 belong to 
Locheile, and 18 to Ardgour and of theſe laſt 18, 2 farms 
rent at 100 1, each; 2 at 2601. each; and one at 340 l. The 


8 r 


by. 
a: 
1 
*. 1 q 
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775 


. : Churches, &c.—There are 9 places of worſhip in the pariſh. 
% WY Beades the eſtabliſhed miniſter, there is a miſſionary, ap- 
= pointed by the committee for managing his Majeſty's royal 
5 bounty, who reſides at Fort-William, and another, who offi- 
orden I ciates in the pariſh once a month. The miniſter of a miſſion, 
on, in ſome neighbourin g pariſhes, alſo reſides in Kilmalie, beſides 
a preacher of the goſpel. Once a month, a Popiſh and a Non. 
juring clergyman, preach within the bounds of the pariſh. 
Vor. VIII. EY 8 The 
ſheep TOY * | bing 
| has 5 1 2 5 
then Wl periodical writer has propoſed to mingle corn and ſheep farms together, 
: in ſuch proportions, that the latter may purchaſe the fruits of the former. The 
thel adoption of this ſcheme, he thinks, would prevent emigration. In the ſouth of 
ſon- Scotland, ſuch a plan might anſwer; but, in this pariſh, it is totally impractica- 
ſhort MY Ne. For what is the land in tillage, compared to the hill grounds? The vallies | 
leaſes han, be cultivated, but what would then become of the graſs upon the 
1 hor the Deep graze all mer and harveſt, but muſt be brought to 
to feed during winter and ſpring ; and, conſequently, very little crop 


SP reared. The bulk of the people, therefore, muſt remove, either to 
vote, us or villages in the neighbourhood, or out of the country. 


434 985  Stati ical Account | 


N T he wk of members of the EGablihed Church, i is 371; 7 
—of Papiſts, 103, —and of Nonjurors, 407. It is not long 
ſince the number of Papiſts amounted only to 35. The in. 
creaſe is owing to their flocking into Maryburgh, from the their 1 
neighbouring countries, when diſpoſſeſſed of their lands... Wi $unda 


| Until the year 1779, the living was worth no more than 21, than 2 


10 8. Sterling annually ; neither was there any allowance mate I nade, 
for communion elements; ; and even yet, it is only 691, 105, 
and 31. 6s. 84. for communion elements. There i is no maaſe, 
The heritors allow, in place thereof, and for deficiency of 0 1 
glebe, the ſum of 11 1. 13 8. 4 d. An excellent pariſh church . J 
was built, in the year 1783, which coſt 4401. ; and, laſt yen, 70 
another was built, in Maryburgh, by the Duke of Gorda 
and the inhabitants, that coſt ſomewhat more. The Duke of 
Argyll has always been reckoned the patron of the pak; 
but, it is ſaid, that he has made over his right of patronageto 
Locheile, with whom the Duke of Gordon diſputes it. Prin- 


cipal Campbell, of the Univerſity of Glaſgow, | was 12 
ſor to the preſent incumbent. — 


Schools —The parochial ſchool i is at Fort- William; which if 
not the moſt centrical place, is at leaſt the moſt populous in the 
pariſh. Here, the languages and mathematics are taught. Tir 
number of the ſcholars, attending, is about 150. The ſalarp 
16 J. 13 8. 4d. ; which, with the ſchool fees, ſeflion-clerk's f 
lary, and the dues for chriſtenings and marriages, will be equal 
to about 90 l., or 1001. Sterling annually. Beſides this ſchool, 
: there are 5 others, on the eſtabliſhment of the Society for pro. 
pouagating Chriſtian Knowledge. To one of theſe, they grin 
A ſalary of 22 1, and to the reſt 12 1. each. There is alſo : 


catechiſt, employed between this and Kilmanivaig pariſh, with 
a ſalary of 12 J. Sterling. 
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bon. —The poor of this pariſh wander about, 4 boy from 
door to door, to the grave: For the funds, appropriated to 


their uſe, are very inadequate to their neceſſities, being the 
Sunday collections, which may amount to ſomething better 


than 201. a-year ; and the intereſt of 18 1., being donations 
made, at different times, by the following perſons, vis. 


Alexander Cameron, tackſman of Strone, 5 L. 10 o 
Dugald Cameron, tenant at Stronlic 5 i 0 1 
James M*Cawl, tenant at Prumerbine, - 3 3 0 
John Cameron, tenant at Clachaig 110 
John M*Phee, tenant at Glendeſſary, FF 


Lis oo 


0 0 o O 


9 


lat year Major S of ErraRt, ſent to the writer of this 
article 20 I. Sterling, for the immediate relief of the poor; ;. 


and he has fince diſtributed among them upwards of 20 4 
more himſelf. There are no ſtated times for dividing the 


poor's money ; and ſome are relieved oftener than others, If 
ay are reduced to poverty by accident, diſeaſe, or calamity, 
there is an extraordinary collection made for their relief, 
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| 8 | Comranarive View 
: Us the Prices of Provifions, See. in the years 1772 and 11. 


05 1771. „ 1 1791. 


Beef and mutton, fer lib, 114. 2 Beek and mutton, 21d. or 4 
A gooſe, Is. 2d. s A gooſe, from 28. 6d. to 38. 6d. 
A hen, from 2d. to 3d. A Hen, 6d. to 8. 
Butter, per lib. 4d. Butter, 8d. 
Cheeſe, per ſtone 28. 6d. | Cheeſe, 64. 
Salmon, fer lib. Id. . Salmon, 3d. to 4d. 
Eggs, per dozen, rd, Eggs, ad. to 3d. 
' Potatoes, per peck, (ſcarce), 6d. Potatoes, 7d. to gd. 
Barley, per boll. 16s. - FF 
Oats, per boll, 1o. 999, $34 4 to 158. 
| Coals, per ton, 188. C.oals, 188. to 11. 
A boat load of peats, 45. 6d. | bs A boat load of peats gn to 15 
Pork, per lib. 2d. 5 Pork, 3d. 
Wo | A pig, Il. to al. 
A duck, ns, 


A goat, 58. 6d. to 7% 6d. 
A calf, 28. 6d. to 58. 


Antiquities, Upon the banks of the river Lochy, on the 
north fide, about 4 miles above Fort-William, there are the 
remains of an ancient caſtle, concerning which the M. S. hil- 
tory of the houſe of Locheile ſays, * that it was built by the 
„chief of that family, in the reign of Queen Mary.“ The 
probability is, however, that it is of a much more ancient 

date; and the tradition of the country is, that it was built at the 

Tame time with the caſtle of Inverneſs. An additional probab!- 
lity, of its being built long before the reign of the unfortunate 
Mary, is, that Bancho, Thane of Lochaber, (the anceſtor of the 


royal houſe of Stewart), had his caſtle in this neighbourhood; 
and, 


791, 
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d) a little below the ſite of Torecaſtle, there is a moſt beau« 
tiful walk, about a quarter of a mile long, that ſtill retains his 
name. Along this ſweet walk, on the one hand, flows the 
Lochy ; on the other, there is a delightful bank, which is at pre- 
ſent planted with fir, and which was then, undoubtedly, covered, 
with ſtately wood. There is {till remaining, of this building, 
a wall of 40 or 50 feet, and a vault, almoſt entire, which 
could be converted into an excellent cellar, Of old, when 
fire arms were unknown, it certainly was a very ſtrong. place. 
It ſtands on the brink of a frightful precipice, at the bottom 
of which the river forces its paſſage through rocks, and has 
been ſecured on the land fide, by a ditch and draw-bridge. 
The traces of the ditch are ſtill very viſible*. On the fide of 
the glen, oppoſite to the ſouth weſt part of Benevis, lie ſcat- 
tered in ruins, the laſt veſtiges of a very ancient building, 
which, in a few years hence, will be entirely demoliſhed, by 


out of the face of the rock, on which the ruins ſtand, grows an aged ve- 
derable aſh, luxuriant in branches, where a pair of crows had neſtled, and con- 


| tinued to hatch for a number of years. But, of late, the neſt has been overturn- 


ed, from real wantonneſs, and its inhabitants ſcared away,—Many things con- 
cur to make this a ſcene of mixed pleaſure and grandeur. Below, there is a 
dlack deep gulph, that makes the heart recoil; the roar of the water, foaming 
and forcing its way amidſt rocks, has a wonderful effect upon the mind, while 
the ſalmon are ſeen ſtruggling againſt its ſtreams, Upon the other ſide of the 
river, are beheld lambs ſkipping along its banks, while the heath is covered with 
ſheep, which inſpire pleaſantneſs and gaiety. At ſome diſtance, Benevis ſeems to 
threaten the neighbouring hills with deſtruction. Here and there, are ſeen ſome 
plots of arable ground, and the corn changing its colour from green to yellow. 
The golden rays of the ſetting ſun, glittering on the water, and darting through 
the green boughs, heighten the pictureſque ſcenery. A few yards farther down the 
river, there is a ſmall iſland, that is covered with large ancient fir, where a vaſt 
number of herons neſtle, whoſe noiſe is heard 5 diſtance. A ſcene 
in which the heart, the mind, and the imagination ee at once intereſted, is ſure- 
ly no mean object. Within a few yards of this ruinous caſtle, the preſent mi- 
bilter of the pariſh relides, There are a number of tunuli in the pariſh. 
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the ravages of all.conquering time. It is forgotten in the ans 
nals of fame, and tradition itſelf, has Oy." * able to Pre 
ſerve the name it _ VIZ. 


- Dundbairdghall—It ftands upon the very ſummit of x 
: green hill, about 4eo yards perpendicular in height. The 


traces of the building are ſtill viſible; and the part now re. 


f ; maining runs round the whole top of the hill, (the compaſs of 
1 which is 150 yards), not in any regular form, but following 
exactly the verge of the ſteep, ſo as to command the greateſ 
ſtrength poſſible. The figure is nearly oval. By its ſituation 
„ upon this elevated ſpot, it commands part of Mamore, and the 
vrhole of Glene vis, and muſt have been originally intended for 

a place of defence, This opinion ſeems to be confirmed by 
the ſize of the work, and by its being in fight of the caſtle of 
Inverlochy *. Dundhairdghall appears to have been a fort of 
great antiquity, and not inferior, in this reſpect, to Inverlochy 
caſtle : indeed, of the two, it ſeems the more ancient. It is 
thought to have ſerved as an outwork for ſtrengthening that 
place, when it was a royal reſidence. Authentic information 
is upon record, of the kings of Scotland having reſided at In- 
verlochy, in the time of Charles the Great of France : andthis 
need not ſeem ſurpriſing, when we reflect that Scotland was 
then, moſt probably, confined within very narrow bounds. 
Granting the probability of the co-antiquity of theſe buildings, 
Dundhairdghall is not leſs than r, ooo years old. The part of 
the wall that remains, is no more than from 2 to 4 feet high, 
and is vitrified all round. As this naturally renders ſtone 
more friable, it has probably accelerated the downfall of the 
building. How the fire has been applied, can be only con- 
jectured. 


* TW caſtle is within leſs than 2 miles of Fort-Williaw,butin the pu- 
riſh of en. 
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jetured *, ot the ra, hiſtory, and uſe of this place, tradi- 
tion is totally ſilent. And, in fact, when the hiſtory of In- 


verlochy caſtle itſelf is involved in ſo much obſcurity and fa- 


lle, no wonder that its watch- tower ſhould moulder into for- 
getfulneſs and oblivion +. 


| Eminent Men.—OF theſe the pariſh has not been wholly 


barren, In the reign of James I., flouriſhed James CAMERON, | 
2 native of this pariſh, who was biſhop of Glaſgow, chancel- 
br of Scotland, and firſt miniſter to that monarch. He was » 
i man of great learning, and a profound ſtateſmanf.—In the 


reign of Queen Mary, lived Jon CauEROx, miniſter of Du- 
noon ; a perſon of great probity and learning, and father to 


the * great CAMERON, who was then the moſt famous Proteſ- 
© tant divine living. He paſt his younger years in the Uni- 
« verſity of Glaſgow ; and leaving his own country, when he 


* was very young, he arrived at Bourdeaux in 1660, where 


he was much noticed for his great qualities and progreſs in 


learning. He taught divinity, for three years, at Lamar, 


* and ſeemed to embrace the opinion of Arminius, in ſupport 


* of which he publiſhed many treatiſes.” —Sir EWEN CAuz- 


RON was born in 1629, and died in 1719. Of this gentle. 


man, the author of this article could ſay much, having mate- 


rals in his hands for ſeveral pages. Joan IxxESs, another na- 


tive of this pariſh, is well known to the medical ſtudent, by 


lis Treatiſe en the , and his anatomical tables of the 
human 


e See an account of vitrified forts, publiſhed by Alexander Fraſer Tytler, 
f Notwithſtanding theſe fragments of ancient fortification, there have been 


no battles, in this pariſh, of any canſequencs; ; but frequent ſkirmiſhes between 
the clans, Cameron and M Inteſb. 


Vide Buchanan, b. XI. | 
\ Sec a good account of him in Penant's Tour, ſecond edition. 
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numan bod rue laſt man of genius, born in the pariſh, 
whom we ſhall mention, is Mr. RoBERT GraAr, who bid fair 
to ſhine, had he lived; but, being born with a delicate con. 


riſh; nor are the mild winters, and the eaſy communication 
with other. parts of the world, among the leaſt of them. The 
pariſh, in general, is well provided with excellent peats, which 

is the chief fuel that is uſed. Fort-William, however, is il 
ſupplied with this neceſſary article. And, indeed, were the 
duty taken off coals, none who live upon the ſhore would bum id: 
any other fuel. Thus, much time, that is now unavoidably WM anch 
taken up in procuring the article of fire, would be ſaved; and till 
many bands might be employed in fiſhing, and other uſeful 


mp preſident of the Royal Medical and Royal Phyſical Societies, Edinburgh, mol 
© ſincerely lamented by the whole Univerſity, It is difficult to ſay, whether 
* more admiration was excited by his acquiſition in every branch of ſcience, a 
« ſo early a period, or more love and eſteem by the ſincerity and diſintereſtedneb 


ſtitution, he literally fell a ſacrifice to his thirſt for lteratur, 
He Gy at u 6th January 8 


n nad Diſadvantages —;The great extent of ſe 
ſhore has been already mentioned as an advantage to the pa. 


marl 
_ occupations, that, at preſent, are neglected. Another great this, 
diſad vantage, but not peculiar to this pariſh alone, is the duty meat 


upon ſalt. There are other inconveniences and diſadvantz- WW Tuis 


[ ges, that are peculiar to this pariſh, eſpecially to Fort-Willam ſheer 
and Maryburgh, but which could be removed without any Wl dme 
| great . Some of theſe are, the want of a quay, of a A 


8 


ln a fore days after, the 3 characder of him appeared i in the papers 
On Sunday laſt died here, at the age of 20, Mr. Robert Gray of Loſs, late 


of his friendſhip, joined to the moſt amiable and engaging manners. The 

felt grief of his fellow ſtudents, who have often been delighted by hi 
* eloquence, and inſtructed by his erudition, is the moſt unequivocal teſtimony 
to his worth, and will long continue to be the moſt flattering tribute to his met 
© rit, though it may embitter the loſs ſuſtained by his relations,” 
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ih, r wed 7 market, of good water, of a tannery, of a 


fair ſow mill, and of a nne. 


Ire, Propoſed Improvements, —In ſtormy” weather, veſſels, lying 
it Fort William, are obliged to unmoor, and croſs to the op- 


good anchorage, called Camuſnugaul. This is always attend- 
pa- ea with additional expence and loſs of time, and ſometimes 
lon the veſſels receive damage upon the banks. All this could 
lhe Bi be avoided, if only gool. were laid out in building a proper 
fich quay. But, ſmall as this ſum is, the merchants of Fort Wil. 
il lam are unable to advance it. The Duke of Gordon, who 
the 1s proprietor of the place, i is the only perſon from whom 
urn Wh :fitance can be expected. But the neceſſity, or utility of 
boch a work, has never been repreſented to him. There is a 
and Fil greater neceſſity of eſtabliſhing at Fort William, a weekly 
ful WY market for butcher meat and other articles. For want of 
real Wh this, people ſeldom have it in their power to purchaſe freſh 
u BN neat; and all winter and ſpring they feed upon ſalt proviſions. 
nta. This could be eaſily remedied, and ſome of the neighbouring 
lam ſheep farmers would find it their intereſt, were they to ſell 
au i ome of their flock to a butcher in the place. 
5 Abundance of good water could eaſily, and at a ſmall ex- 
'uIar 


pence, be conducted by pipes. This ought to be done by 
Government, becauſe the garriſon is much worſe ſupplied 


gt than the village. The only objection, againſt a tannery, is, 
moſt Wi fiat there are too few cattle killed in the country, for keeping 
ether E ſuch a work going. But, then, would it not be an eaſy mat- 
3 7 ter to import undreſſed hides, and to tan them here? This 
= | done in other places. —Againſt the erection of a ſaw mill, 
jy ts there can be no ſolid objection. There was one formerly on 
ion) dhe river Archaig; but it did not anſwer the purpoſe, on ac- 
is me: 


count of its diſtance from the garriſon ; and was therefore 
Vor. VIII. | 3K __ diſcontinued 


— — oa 4 2 = 2 
- > ——— = —xp « SES , 
— — — — = n = S n _ 
— —ü—ä _ — v eyh alt pat = ** 2 22 —— . — B = — 
1 — 7 » C 2 — — a _— —— = 4 . - 
SSD, 2 * W = 2. 
— — r = 2 5 = > a Fes — — 
” = * — LA 2 * 5 oy SES > = 3 — „ 
— 224 — — — 2 — 2 * — 7 * N 
— —— „ pa e - 


SE —— — 
2 pl pes — 
— ELD = —_— 
8 K <A ERTIESS 


polite ſhore: where, indeed, there is a pretty ſafe harbour, and 


— 
— CD. ans. 


5 


— " 
MS 
— 
22 — 
Tos. — 


. 
= 2 — SE 
— — En 


1 39 ＋ 
e's: 


þ : R—— l * 
2 * > > 424% PT 22 — — 8 


* DN ns 3 5, N 
— > i 1 <> 8 % ho — 4 
"> eee Sg te 
FD) Sr 2 ar En — 
1 


B = = 

- Wer 7 

EE, Nen 
* 2 4 

2 22 

= OW 7 hy — 
— Ce. og ety O_ 
2 2 —_— 


” 2 


442 Statiſtical Account | 


= diſcontinued. A vaſt quantity of timber is imported yearly 
= to Fort William, and 6 ſawers are conſtantly employed aboy 
= it: Whereas a mill would ſaw more in a few days, than al 
= the 6 would do in a twelvemonth. It ſhonld be built Upon 
Lo the Nevis, within a few yards of the foot. 
= What would be of till greater benefit to this parifh, and 
Hkewiſe to all the ſurrounding countries, would be the eft4- 
| bliſhment of a manufactory of coarſe woollen cloth. Ik 
nations conſider the exportation of raw materials, as one of the 
greateſt diſadvantages and misfortunes, is it not to be regret. 
ted, that 10, 00 itones of wool ſhould be annually exported, } 
from this pariſh alone, to Live: pool, and other ports of Eng. 
land, whence it is ſometimes returned to ourſelves, after it is 
wrought into cloth? Thus the Engliſh manufacturer and 
| merchant are enriched by the produce of our country, while 
hundreds of our own people are idle and unemployed througþ- 
out the whole year“. | 
But the improvement that woulg be of the createſt vin 
tage to the pariſh, and indeed to the whole kingdom, would 
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This extreme tardineſs in improvements muſt, in a great degree, be attributed 
to the want of public ſpirit, and of liberal ſentiments, in many of the landholders 
for whoſe benefit it may not be improper to inſert the following lines, com- 

poſed extempore, a few. years ago, by a gentleman, a highland proprietor, whet 
at Laurencekirk, on his way to — by wy of 3 to Lord 
 GARDENSTONE ; 


If Rome, from a dirty and mean paultry village, 
_ © Arole to ſuch grandeur, by plunder and pillage, 
«© What may not the Patron of Lauxencexigk hope, 
© Before arts and ſcience and induſtry drop? 
Had our Lords, or our Lairds, but the half of thy merit, 
Ihe tenth of thy ſenſe, or the twelfth of thy ſpirit; 
Our poor would be rich, and our rich would be great, 
And quite independent of minions of ſtate.” 
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he, to cut a canal between the weſt and eaſt ſeas. Without 


id from government, it is too great an undertaking for pri- 


rate individuals. It could eafily be accompliſhed ; for there 


ue 3 large lakes intervening, viz. Lochy, Oich, and Neſs, 
where ſhips of the line might ſail. Two miles of dry land 


ue the utmoſt diſtance, following the courſe of the lakes and 
vers iſſuing from them, betwixt Fort William and Inverneſs. 


The channels of the rivers would require to be made deeper 
and wider, and in ſome places, no doubt, altered entirely. 
Were this paſſage opened, the long and dangerous navigation 


by the Pentland Frith would be avoided. —Another canal, from 


the head of Locheile to Loch Sheil, would be of very great ad- 
rantage to this pariſh. The diſtance, between theſe two lochs, 

is between 3 and 4 miles of a ſoft moſs. From Loch Sheil a 
river runs into the ſea of about a mile long. The benefit of 


ſuch a canal would be experienced by all navigators, going 
from the north to the Clyde ; the dangerous point of Ardna- 
murchan would not t then be dreaded by them. 


Manner of living nk to the year 3 the arable 


ground was carefully cultivated, and ſowed, moſtly with oats. 


if the returns were few, the rents were low. Farms were 
divided into ſmall proportions among the occupants ; yet their 
cattle were grazed in common, every tenant having cattle in 
proportion to the ſhare of rent which he paid. The cattle 


were nevertheleſs appropriated, and each bad his own, and 
their fruits. Beſides black cattle, they had a few ſheep and 


goats; out of which, they could, at any time, afford to take 


part for the uſe of their families. And, as they had plenty 


of milk, butter and cheeſe, and a good deal of oats, they 
lived very comfortably. In return, they were always ready 
to perform for their landlords every kind of ſervice. This 
Nas rarely an involuntary ſervice. For, when they had the 

| | 3K 2 felicity 


+ 2 oy Ca r 1 "ey _ * e r * - * * or 8 bo , 
- > K-24 ww > 1 N . * A 2 - 4 G | 
Togo . n „ * > * 1 eff; Pra... ” . £ | 
Y LF 7 F 2 P 5 - 4 "is »; 2 . a . 8 8 22 9 rr TI. 2 r 2 P FL 1 4 * aL a — » 
T Now” A 2 * 2 — - . a. I I Mie 1 p. po 232 — n . 2 - 5 
— 3 1 & 2 5 5 me: * - + N 1 7 9 N . G 8 ** ve 5-300 = Fay RC 
4 * 9 — 2 - l Y ts 


n 
1 
N 


** he , q 
: - e Beer oo: a 8 CCC — 7 n IE : —̃ — 
d BR 1 * = ls 4 2 * i 8 34D = . 2 - . 8 =. * — — 1 . * 5 Dr 2 8 dd r 6 TINS 2 5 —— 2 = 
3 * ere * F . % 4-20", F< * . — n - = —_ 
47 5 . age "413 - n+, * * n A p * a F — $a 7 N * 


LS 


I 2 5+ a 
— n * 
* 222 — . — 
v4 IJ »H. r 6 
= , = 5 * ; — i 333 — 
e e N e e 


— 


. 


8 


n 


by 
to 
5 
* 
1:31 
* 
. 
u, 
I. 
3 
-% 
+ 
+a 
ba 4 = 
ih 
485 
* 
1 
{047 
"i 
» 
5. 
N 
ab | 
EN 
* 
vl 
d 
7 
Ws . 
5 
43 
wilt 
a1 
x 
* 
Is 
p 
N 
A 
£ 
44 
wy 
» 
\ 
F 


EEE SE a Apa —_ - 
. — Lonnie. ie 5 


ſave ſore money. They are well accommodated in clothe; 


„// N EE: 


ployment; excepting at the ſmearing and ſhearing ſeaſons, when 


by parcels for theſe purpoſes, —Shepherds, who live in their 
maſters houſes, have their maintenance, and graſs for 70 ſheey, 
or ſo. Their allowance and profits are far ſuperior to thok 


” themſelves, and the . ſold en, with the maſters, 
and at the ſame price“. 


| Toy Z Stat iflical Account 


| felicity to have a good maſter, their attachment to him Was 
kong and ardent. Inſtances of ſuch are freſh in the memory 
of many living: and there have been proprietors, who never 
removed a tenant ; and tenants, who never ſought a diſcharge 
for their rents. Landlords, when indulgent, actually poſſeſſed 


all the authority and love of a magiſtrate, of a protector an 


a father. In thoſe days, however, the tenants were ill lodged, 
and as ill clothed. 5 


Manner of living upon Sheep Fab; 6 anno 1791.—The peo. 


ple ſubſiſt, as may naturally be expected, in a great meaſur, 


upon the offals of the flock. If they live apart, as herd 
they have each a ſtone of oat- meal per week, from the poſe 


ſeſſor, together with graſs for 2 cows, and yo ſheep; al 
they may plant as much potatoes, for their own uſe, as they 


can cultivate. They live very comfortably, and generally 


and bedding ; which is a conſequence of their more extenſive 
commerce with the world, and of the abundance of wobl. 
Travelling the hills, to look after the ſheep, is their uſual en- 


they gather them all down to the low grounds, and take them 


of domeſtic work ſervants. Their ſheep are marked for 


* Charafter, 


* Servants are kept, either for tending and managing ſheep, or for black cats 
tle. The former are few in proportion: two ſhepherds are ſufficient for au 
ordinary farm, capable of grazing 1,460 ſheep, If they live in their maſter 
houſe, they have, beſides their maintenance, graſs for 70 ſheep. If the ſhep- 


herd be married, and keep a ſamily of his own, he has graſs for 2 co, - p 
BER | | 6 
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of Kilmalie, Ps | 445 


Martial Spirit, —Upon the ſea coaſt, the atoll 158 bond 4 


i ſea-faring life. Their diſpoſition, however, leads them to 
delight more in the ſound of the pipe, and in the clang of 
arms, than in the majeſty of the tempeſt; thinking it more 


honourable to ſerve in the field of Mars, than in the empire 
of Neptune. By an authentic regiſter, it appears, that, during 


the war in 1756, Kilmalie and Kilmanivaig pariſhes, between 


needleſs to ſay, that the natives of Lochaber prefer enliſting 


in Highland regiments; and it is perhaps equally ſo to mention, 


what valour and conduct they have diſplayed, and what glory 


they have acquired, under prudent commanders. The Legiſ- 
lature would then ſurely act wiſely, by encouraging ſuch a uſe- 


ful and warlike body of men, to remain in their native country. 


No ſtep, however, has hitherto been taken for that purpoſe; 
and the aun adopted * che nn of farming their 


eſtates, 


Heep, or thereabout, and a ſtone of meal per week All of which are equal | 


to about 201,—If a ſervant be employed for the purpoſes of huſbandry, and 
lives by himſelf, with a family, but ready to anſwer when called on, to aſſiſt 
in the work of the farm, he 1 is paid as follows : | 


_ Graſs for 2 cows, valued at 5 * — „„ 
Ditto for 20 ſheep, valued at - „„ 
Lands for potatoes, &c. valued alt . „ 1 6 8 

| Maintenance, when working for his maſter, valued at 410 6 

|  Oat-meal, 3 1-half bolls, valued EE. SS 

Caſh, 5 - - 5 — oe -= 5 0 0 
L. 16 18 4 


| Mobs has alſo the als of his maſter” 8 3 


Upon black ack 1 the wages are e 8 Domeſtic ſer- 
want men have from Fl. to 61.; women, from 50s. to 31. In harveſt, or in 


time of cutting peats, the men have 15, per day, and the women from 6d. to 
da., with their dinner. 
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eſtates, milo to extirpate and com pel them to bel hg: in 

foreign climes. Admitting that they receive employment in 
the Low Countries, debility and effeminacy would there ſoon 
| La their herein {pins and martial audeur. Hogs 


chines of two wheels each; one of theſe alſo belongs to the 
ſame vintner. There may be about two dozen carts. ledges 
are chiefly uſed in leading home hay and corn. Peats, for 
the moſt part, are carried in creels upon horſeback.— Then 
are between 89 and 100 boats in the pariſh. Of theſe, 60 
belong to Maryburgh ; where there are alſo 4 ſloops, from 20 
to 40 tons, and I brig of 200 tons, — There are 8 ſtated fer- 
ries; 5 of which are on the ſalt water. Bridges and govert- 


well ſupplied with proviſions. The Duke of Gordon {ent 
two cargoes for its relief, one of peaſe meal, and the other of 
potatoes; and the Commiſſioners of the Annexed Eſtates {ent 
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: dividual 3 in the pariſh has attained, is 6 feet 72 inches, with, 
out ſhoes aud ſtockings. The general ſize of the people is 5 feet 


77 inches; they are tight and well-built.— There are 2 four whed 


chaiſes, one of them belonging to the vintner at Fort Willian, | 


which he lets to travellers ; There are other 3 kinds of ma. 


ment roads are in a good ſtate; but the country roads, which 
are carried on at the expence of the counties, have been, and 
ſtill are, much neglected. The ſtatute labour is commuted at 
6d. per day.—In 1782 and 1783, the pariſh was remarkably 


two more, one of oats and peaſe, and the other of potatoes— 
There are no ale-houſes in the pariſh, but many whiſky re- 
tailers, Indeed they are ſo numerous, that they are a nuiſance, 
and tend, very much, to encourage idleneſs, and to corrupt 
the morals of the people, In Fort-William there are to 
inns ; and, in almoſt every other houſe in Maryburgh, whik) 
is ſold.— There are 4 fludents attending univerſities.— he 

prevailing 


of Rilmalie an 


prevailing name in the 1 is Cameron, —There have been 
two inſtances of Tfuxcide © 


NUMBER 


| The following character of the people, drawn up by a friend of the incum- 
hent's, does not ſeem to err, on, what is too commonly the caſe, the ſide of par- 
tiality ; and it is therefore given, as in general the clergy are accuſed of having 
tranſmitted accounts, rather too W of 5 manners — morals of their 
pariſhioners. 5 | | 


Charater of the Profle. — They are Sete 15550 of being given to 
* change ; but many inſtances of ſteady and unſhaken friendſhip are not want- 
« ing. In profeſſions of kindneſs they are profuſe; and their ſincerity, in gene- 
« ral, is more to be depended on, than is uſual on ſuch occaſions. They are 
© inquiſitive, but (more eſpecially after having had the advantage of ſome in- 
a tercourſe with the world at large), diſtinguiſhed by the politeneſs of their 
manners, and the inſinuation of their addreſs ; Fond of ſauntering in idleneſs, 
put leſs addicted to a roving life than heretofore : Though poor, inclined to 
* indolence ; and though naturally ſagacious and intelligent, yet not in general 
« learned : Leſs revengeful and implacable than formerly, and, now, more diſ- 
* poſed to determine matters by litigation,” than by arms; family diſſenſions 
© imbitter not their lives, as in the feudal times : Impatient of reſtraint ; yet, 
® when under a proper leader, in whom they have confidence, invincible by 
* fatigue, cold, or hunger : Intrepid, equal to any race of men ever known, 
in the midſt of the greateſt dangers: Leſs hoſpitable than of old, (indeed 
* the old exertions of hoſpitality are not now fo neceſſary as formerly ;) but 
* when feaſts are prepared, the cheer is good: Spirited in a high degree to 
promote works of public utility: Charitable and willing to relieve the diſ- 
* treſſed, as far as their circumſtances will admit of: Though no ſtrangers to 
* the power and influence of religion, yet rather apt to undervalue its holy 
* ordinances: Fond of ſpirituous liquors, yet ſeldom habitual drunkards: 
They deſerve praiſe for their continence; but are rather addicted to ſwear- 
* g,—Theſe are ſome of the predominant traits; and though there muſt be 
" a great variety of character among 4,225. perſons, yet there are, in this diſ- 

"tri, no inconſiderable proportion of perſons, diſtinguiſhed by their gene- 


* rolity, humanity, dilintercſtednels, eee F tempexance, picty * 
* and Rs. oy | 


. 9 

D On ot 1 9 ET NE TINT FREIENS = 1 P — 2 Ls 2. — 
r ca og ni Ss S = * 8 S 2 * 
A NCT, EEO = — — — 4 c 3 


. 
5 

My | 
. 5 

Uo 

. 

i | 

| 

» 
bY 


„5 
3 7 


: 448 Wes Stalgſtical Accconnt 


NUMBER XXV. 


| PARISH OF TORRYBURN, 


| (County and Synod of Fife—Preſbytery of Dumfernli) 


By the Rev. Mr. David BALTOUR. 


Erefion and Name. 


Ex parilh, now known by the name of Torryburn, in- 


1 cludes the pariſhes of Torry and Crombie. When their 
union took place, cannot be aſcertained ; but it appears, fron 


certain papers relating to the ſtipend, that it muſt have been 


before the year 1623. The name of the former, Torry, figni- 
fies, in Gaelic, the King's Height, and, with the addition of 


Burn, the Scotch word for a rivulet, is now the general name 
of both. This addition ſeems to have been ſuggeſted by 4 
ſmall ftream, which runs along the ſouth eaſt part of the prit- 


cipal village in the pariſh, and divides the two baronies ol 
Torry and Crombie“. e 
GAA Situation 

*The names of the places, in the pariſh, are partly Engliſh, and partly Gaelic. 
The Engliſh names are expreſlive, either of the local ſituation, or of the _ 


) 


| of Torryburn. 449 
Situation and Extent.—It lies on the weſtern extremity of 
the county of Fife. Its extent is inconſiderable, being only, 
from E. to W. about 2 miles, the ſame in breadth on the 
eſt quarter, and nearly the ſame on the welt, if the lands, 


N. W. to 8. E. it will meaſure between 4 and 5 miles, 
Soil and Cultivation.— The ſoil, throughout the pariſh, is 


zturally good, and in general well cultivated, particularly the 
lands of Torry, all of which are incloſed, and in the higheſt 


make excellent paſturage. The ſucceſſion of crops on the 


proprietor), is in general as follows: —turnips, barley, red 


middle of April. Barley is commonly ſown in the month of 

Vol. VIII. 31. May, 
of the original proprietor, Thus, Moor/fide, ſituated on the ſide of a moor Grey 
Crag, fituated near a ſtone quarry ; Milltown Row, a row of houſes ſituated 


ground ; Annsfield, the field of Ann. The Gaelic names, Torry, (above mention- 


Fugal, and probably Crombie and Pitfoulie,—There were two perſons belonging to 
this place, who accompanied Lord Anſon in his voyage round the world, in the 


Proportion of prize-money, which, in the courſe ef this expedition, fell to the 
ſhare of one of theſe men, was pretty conſiderable. Upon his return home, he 
purcha'ed a ſmall piece of ground, and built a houſe upon it, which he called 


nad which the crew of the Centurion, the Commodore's ſhip, and the only 
demaiming one of the ſquadron, owed their preſervation. 


which are in the pariſh only guoad ſacra, are included, From 


fate of improvement. Theſe lands, when laid down in graſs, 
Torry eſtate, (moſt of which is at prefeat in the hands of the 
clover, wheat, beans, oats. The ground is well dunged for 
the turnips, and well limed for the wheat, This method of 
cropping, has been found to ſucceed very well. The lands, in 


general, let from 208. to 408. per acre.— The time of ſowing = 
peaſe, beans, and oats, is from the middle of March till the 


tear where a mill once ſtood; Knowhead, ſituated on the top of a riſing 


ed); /nzievar, a place ſeen from a diſiance; Drumfin, or rather fian, the ridge of 


years 74 1-2-3, and who came to England with him in the year 1744. The 


Linian, after the beautiful and fertile iſland of that name in the Pacific Ocean, 
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May, turnips in June, and wheat in the months of September 
and October. In early ſeaſons, the harveſt commences about 
the middle of Auguſt; in late ones, about the beginning of 


SGeptember; and the crops are generally got in by the end of 


_ Offtober.——In the year 1782, the fields were not t entirely clear 
before the middle of ener, 


3 . ficuatios df Torryburn is healthy 


and pleaſant, and the inhabitants live to a conſiderable age, | 


There are ſeveral perſons to be found at preſent above 80. 

There are no diſeaſes in the pariſh which can be called ende- 
mial, or peculiar to the people. They are ſometimes afflicted 
with fevers, but theſe ſeldom prove mortal. 


| Coals, &c.—In the lands of Torry, the property of Sir 
William Erſkine, there are many different ſeams of coal, of 
various qualities and thickneſs. Great fields of theſe coals 
are till to work, (particularly the main coal of Torry, which 
is of the beſt quality), but they are all under level. The lands 
of Crombie were found to contain 6 ſeams of coal, of a quality 
much the ſame with that of the Newcaſtle, and, like it, turn- 
ed out ſmall. The ſeams above the level are wrought out. 
Parts of the others {till remain, but cannot be wrought but 
with the aſſiſtance of a powerful engine. The following table 


of the thickneſs of the various ſeams of coal, in both eſtates, } 
was furniſhed by a gentleman, who was > proprietor of che one, 


and had a leaſe of the other. 


i Feet, 5 5 ; Feet. 
"IL main coal 3 
9 This coalhas neither ſmoke! 3 
6 nor ee a; - 
3 

2 


TORRY, k pd in drying malt, 

| | . Parrot coal. 2 „ 7 
3 — ha 
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of Torrybnrn. „ 


peſides theſe Jifferent ſeams, there is, on the Sore parts 

of Torry, a fine parrot coal, in thickneſs 4 feet, which 

is very valuable, and is ſaid to ſell in the London market, at 
a higher price than any other. There is alſo very good i iron 5 


lone in the pariſh, ſome of which has been wrought. 


Ty 


Popdtrian.wuThis pariſh, | thongh incentives in regard 
| to extent, is pretty populous. Upon a ſurvey of the inhabit- 
ants, taken laſt year (1791), they amounted to 1,600 ſouls. The 
return to Doctor Webſter in I755, was I,035, The follow 
ng table will ſhew the medium of marriages; W and bu- 


rials for the n 20 years. 


Years. Mar. Births. Bur. | | Years. Mar. Births, Bur. 
, ns. | ns 5 78 1 03-44 
FF" © 67-08 By 6 60 62 
%%% 42 1 - 00-36 
e -F-*-03" - 0&-. $6 
6 xx 643: 36 „ 36 

7 Xx 77 64 e 3 0 6 

8 15 8 © 47 8 -- 20: 2 
. 4 
:-, He. 2. ay AN. N 49: IP 
VCH i F 
132 709 436 * 1 © fo 580 i 
uus 13 58 45 


Ann. Av. nearly 13 70 43 


From this comparative ſtatement, it appears, by the births, 


that the population of the pariſh has been upon the decreaſe 
during the laſt 10 years, which is actually the caſe. In the 


lirſt period, the coal in the eſtate of Crombie was wrought 
to a pretty conſiderable extent ; but, when it began to fail, 


numbers of the workmen went to collieries in the neigh-_ 


bourhood; and at preſent, very few families of them remain in 
the pariſh. With regard to the deaths, (the mediums of which, 
in both periods, are nearly equal, and which, in the laſt, ought 
372 te 
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to have diminiſhed in proportion); it wk 0 oblerved, that 
thoſe people who have left the pariſh, ſtill continue to bury 
their dead here, whoſe interments, without diſtinQion, are in. 
ſerted in the regiſter, along with thoſe of actual pariſhioners. 
It appears, from the regiſter of the dead, which was begun in 
this pariſh in February 1696 *, that in the year 160), 114 
died ; and that of theſe, 76 died in the months of Jannary, 
February, March and April. In the year 1699, 81 died; of 
whom 40 in the months of September, October, November 
and December. This vaſt mortality is accounted for by a 
dearth +, which prevailed, more or leſs, for 7 years in the end 
of laſt century; at which period alſo, great numbers of fiſh 
of thele the 
people eat immediately from the want of other food, and there- 
by became the prey of dyſenteries, and other putrid diſorders, 
—The great body of the people is Sb of day labour- 
ers 4, mechanics, and ſailors. | | 


are ſaid to have been thrown in upon the coaſt ; 


B and N There are 14 heritors in the pariſh, 
4 great, and 10 ſmall. The valued rent, as appears from 
an extract taken from the ceſs books of the county, amounts 
to 5, 184l. Scotch. There are ſome lands, in the pariſh only 
quoad ſacra, the valued rent of which is 889l. 3s. 4d. Scotch. 


Church and Schools, —The value of the living, including 3 
glebe of two acres and a half, amounts to between 8ol. and gol. 
| | Sterling. 


Mp The medium of deaths might then be about 21. 


1 The meal 1 is ſaid on that occaſion, to have been ſo high as 28. per pe 


+} Day labourers earn, in ſummer, 18. per day; and, in winter, 9d. or 10d. 
Wrights and maſons, Is. 6d.; and the wages of plowmen are from 61, to d. 
per annum. The wages of women, are, for turnip weeding, and hay makings 
6d.; and ſhearing in harveſt, 7d. and 8d., with their proviſions, 


of Torryburn, pe 483 


Lies. The patron is the Rev. Dr. John Erſkine af Car- 
dock, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, — There is a good 
parochial ſchool here for the following branches of education: 
latin, Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, navigation and book. _ 
keeping 3 befides a Sabbath evening ſchool, which is ſupport- 
ed by ſubſcription, and is at preſent ir in a enn condition, 
and well nee. 


RP ker of perſons at preſent on the poor's 
roll amounts to 50; 15 of theſe receive each from 3d. to 6d. 
per week ; other 15 are allowed 41. Scotch, to enable them to 
defray their houſe rents ; and the remaining 20 are thoſe, 
who, though in leſs indigent circumſtances, ſtand in need of 
ſome aſſiſtance, and receive from time to time, according as 
the funds will allow. The funds, from whence theſe payments 
are made, ariſe, chiefly, from the weekly collections at the : 
church doors, and the profits of the mortcloth, which amount, 
in all, to about = Sterling yearly. 


Meg and Ta There are 13 veſlels belotfging to 
this place, viz. 1 ſhip, 3 brigs, and 9 floops ; whoſe burdens, 
put together, amount to upwards of 1000 tons, and give em- 
ployment to about yo ſeamen. The larger veſſels are engag- 
el in foreign trade. The ſloops are coaſters; but ſome of them 
occaſionally go up the Baltic for wood and grain. We have 
2 paſſage boats, the largeſt of which was built by the mer- 
chants of Dunfermline, principally for the purpoſe of tran- 
ſporting to Borrowſtownneſs their manufactured diapers, which 
are brought here in carts, and carried to London by the Bor- 
towſtownneſs traders, and for bringing over the goods, which 
come for them by the ſame conveyance: And the other is 
chiefly em ployed in importing commodities for the conſumption _ 
* the inhabitants, There are no manufactures in the pariſh ; 
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* N. E. of the village of Torryburn, there is a flat ſtone, 


battle in ſome former period, and theſe ſtones to mark the 


but e is a ade quantity of yarn ſpun for che! ma 
nufacturers in Dunfermline, which brings into cireulatio 
here, to the amount of between 4ocl. and 5ool. Sterling yearly 


Antiquities. There are no natural curioſities in the pariſh, 
and its antiquities are but few. In a pretty extenſive plain 


| raiſed upon one end, of a ſhape nearly oblong, and meaſuring, 
from the ſurface to the top, about 8 feet, and about 4 in 
| breadth. Round the edge of it there is a deep circle, and on 
| each of the fides a number of ridges, all of which wear the 
appearance of art and antiquity. At about 18 or 20 paces 
from this ſtone, there is a number of ſmaller ones, which, 
from their preſent. poſition, ſeem to have formed part of x 
circle. This place is thought to have been the ſcene of x 


- graves of ſome of the chiefs, who had fallen in the engage- 
ment. And the ſuppoſition is rendered highly probable 
by the name which it {till bears, To/lz:es, which is evident- 
ly a Corruption of the Scotch word — which 1 a 
a fight. 
In the church-yard, there is part of an epitaph, which, 
from its fingularity, and at the ſame time beautiful ſimplicity, 
appears well worth preſervation. When the preſent incum- 
bent entered to his benefice, it was entire upon the grave 
| ſtone; but a gentleman, whoſe property the burying ground 
now is, perhaps from inattention, cauſed part of it to be 
eraſed, in order to make room for inſerting the deaths of 
| ſome of his relations. The following is the epitaph in- 
tire, as originally compoſed. 
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EPITAPH. 
66 At cheder x now, in Death's dark Road, 
Rides honeſt Captain HELL, 
2 Who ſerv'd his king, and fear'd his God, 
"=; 80 With upright heart and will. ; 


4 «Is ſocial life FRO on * 
% To vice of no kind given; 
- #6 $9 that his better part, we truſt, 
„ Hath made the Poxr of Hzavex,” 
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PARISH OF FERRY-PORT: ON-CRAIG, 15 
1 County and Synod 4 ee, 27 St. ame | | 1 
road h 

by the Rev. . Ronen: Datettmn of Scotſeraig, D. b. ſreque 
Min mw o the aid Pariſh. tle on 

of the 

(in the 

king 

Craig 

1s reck 

Br reftion and Name. . 

lt was 

"Hs pariſh 8 was erected by: an act of the 18th parliament WA 

of King James VI. in the year 1606. There is a tn. dar: 
dition, that the village Ferry-Port-on-Craig belonged to the boats, 
neighbouring pariſh of Leuchars, previous to that period, andi nd fr 
had a chapel of eaſe, though no record can be found old enough de b. 
to authenticate this fact. So ſtrongly is the tradition thereofſi meſe 
impreſſed on the minds of the people, that the ſuppoſed iro, 1 
foundation of this chapel, ever ſince that diſtant period, has ud fe 
to this day remained unplowed, in the midſt of a well cul - iſed o 


tivated field, named the Cbapel.— The pariſh has its name vo 
from its local ſituation. There is a public paſſage over the | 
Tay, from the village of F erry-Port-on-Craig on the ſoutl, 
to Broughty Caſtle, which ſtands oppoſite, on the north bank 
of the river. This paſſage was named Ferry. Port. on- Cruiſ 
to diſtinguiſh it from the many other ferries in this part of 


Scotland. There being at that time no pier, or quay: on = 
dae 


i of the river, where the paſſage boats wight thip paſſengers 


i horſes, it was the cuſtom to boat horſes at the point of « 
. or rock, whence the name Ferr y-Port-on- Craig. 


J 


Ferry. _—Befors the beldgs was be it over the Tay: at © Porth; 


this paſſage was much frequented by perſons of all ranks; 


ad has become almoſt deſerted. The drovers, however, ſtill 


5 frequently paſs here, having good conveniency for their cat- 


tle on both ſides of the river. It is, indeed, eſteemed one 
o the ſafeſt paſſages over the Tay, there being no inſtance 


(n the memory of the oldeſt man alive), of a paſſage boat 


being caſt away crofling from the village of Ferry-Port-on- 


Craig to Bruchty Caſtle ; though the river at this paſſage 
b reckoned two miles broad. The preſent freight for a mau 


bad.; and for a horſe 4d., when they go in the birth boat“. 


I was often found ſo inconvenient and dangerous to boat 


ment 
tra. 


horſes from a ragged craig, that the Legiſlature interpoſed 
heir authority, ine the ferriers to make Brigres to their 


ad from the moſt proper part of the craig, to the gunwale of 
the boat), for ſhipping horſes with more eaſe and ſafety. 


ad ſecurity of horſes ; but the brigges are ſtill kept, and 


cul⸗- 
name 
r the 


outh, 
bank 
Ir aig ö 
art of 
either 


ſide 


"There is an act of the 3 King James il. eld at Edio- 
burgh, May gth 1474, regulating other Paſſages, and extended to this in theſe 
Wards: © And at the Port-in- Craige, ane penny for the f man, and the horſe ane 


'w the King, and his perſon priſoned at the will of the King : And that the 
[ferriers make brigges to their boates, after the forms of the aQts maid of be- 
Fs, under the paine conteined i in the ſamin. 


of Ferry-Port-an-Craig, y - 


— ut fince that period, fewer people travel this way, and the 


boats; (by which is meant a kind of timber platform, to be 


Theſe briggs were always uſed at this paſſage, till ſome time 
zo, that piers were built for the convenience of paſſengers, : 


iled occaſionally at times, when high winds and tides oblige | 
Vor. VIII. 5 3M . | the 


5 penny: And quhat ferriers that dois in the contrarie, fall pay fourty ſhillings | 
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is 4 miles farther eaſtward, and nearer the ocean and mou 


5 the ſouth fide of the river Tay, and Rretches along the ſoul 


pgs On the E. the ſurface is flat and low. Though there are n 
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e the boatmen to this horkes at a rock or eraig. This paffag 


5 of the river, than the paſſage at Dundee. It i is private pre 
Perty, in 8885 of the Ae of Waadt. 


Sitwation, Surface, 7 Mage, We. —This pariſh is fituated o 


bank of the river, from its mouth, where it empties itſe 
| Into the German, ocean, 5 ſtatute miles from E. to W. It! 
irregular as to its breadth from N. to S., being in ſome place 
one mile, and at other places not above half a mile broad 


remarkable mountains, yet towards the W. it is high ant 
rocky, where the hills have not ſoil enough for cultivation 
They are moſtly covered with whins and ſhort graſs, th 
bare rocks appearing but in few places. Where the pariſh i 
| bounded by the German ocean, the ſhore is ſandy ; but where 
it is bounded by the river, it varies, being in ſome place 
| ſandy, in others covered with ſea gravel. At the village it i 
a rocky ſhore. The pariſh contains the houſe of Scotſcraig 
(where the family refides), four farms, with their cottaries 
and the village of Ferry-Port-on-Craig, from whence the 
pariſh has its name. The greateſt number of the pariſhioner: 
live in the Ferry, where the church and manſe are both fitu 
ated, and are very centrical for the pariſhioners, | 


„Fun, Soil, and Prodotti rom a map of the parilhy 


it appears there are in it 2,026 Scotch acres. The ſoil is ol 
various kinds, conſiſting of clay, firong and light loam, ſand, 
and links. The crops. that are beſt adapted for the clays 
to produce the greateſt profit, are, wheat, beans, barlef 
| graſs, and oats. Flax is ſown to very good advantage; but, 


on the whole, it is rather an uncertain cop 3 ; it likewiſe pro- 
. | duces 


laces 
igt if 
there 1 
ky gr 
ſown « 
ham 1 
tatoes, 
ces, it 
of dry 
land p 
which 
a {trar 
In par 
links 

ford a 
few y 
decou! 


ſold a 


Cu 


fenan! 


both 


laces potatoes, but the quality i is generally not fo PE as in 


cd of 
ſoutl 
itſel 


kam is founded on ſand, and produces barley, graſs, oats, po- 
toes, turnips and flax. This ſoil produces the two laſt arti- 
des, in a moiſt ſeaſon, very abundantly ; but when long tracts 


It ie dry weather take place, they prove but poor. crops; The 
lace and produces barley, graſs, boats, rye, turnips and flax; alt 


road 
ren 


which crops, in a favourable ſeaſon, turn out far beyond what 
ziranger to the nature of the ſoil could imagine. The flax 


b ann particular, turns out to be a very luerative crop. The 


ation 
„ th 
lh is 
where 
2 ſold at bs, Sterling per dozen laſt years 
> It 11 | 
cralg 


aries tenants now uſe only ploughs drawn by two Horſes; one man 
: d both holds the plough, and drives the horſes with a pair of 
oner! 


| fitu lrawn by two horſes, The farmers in the country employ 


I7 ploughs. Cultivating the acres occupied by the feu- 


arif 
| 15 ol 
ſand, 
clay, 
arley 
but, 
d pro- 
duces 


0 20.— There are 61 working horſes. The greatneſs of their 
number is owing to the villagers in the Ferry, keeping more 
horſes than would be ſufficient for the cultivation of the land 
they poſſeſs, were they always employed in agriculture ; but 
they frequently uſe them in driving coals for hire, and ſuch 
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icht ſoils. The ſtrong loam ſtands on a whin rock; and, where | 
here is ſufficiency of ſoil, it produces wheat, oats, beans, bar. 8 
kr, graſs and potatoes, in great perfection. Flax is ſometimes 
{own on this ſoil, but ſeldom proves a good crop. The light 


inks produce a kind of paſture for cattle and ſheep, and af- 
ford accommodation for the grey rabbits, which, within theſe 
few years, have turned out very valuable to the poſſeſſors, on 
xcount of the extraordinary demand for their Kins, which | 


SO. Cattle, 1 and Imports, Oc.—All the 
bug reins. In driving their corn and dung, they uſe carts 


as in the Ferry, gives ſufficient employment. to 3 more, which 
makes the number of ploughs uſed in the whole pariſh amount 


ike work. 3 1 farmer keeps a flock; they are of the ſmall 
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white faced breed, and weigh at an average 22 en thy 
| whole carcaſe. The ſame breed has been kept in that fa 
for many yeats paſt, without any change. The farmers have 
in all about 240 ſheep; they produce excellent wool, which 
is ſold to the people in the neighbourhood at about 1 88. Ster. 
ling the ſtone wei ight. The in exports barley, and 1 import 
8255 * | 


Climate and Diſeaſes. The air is ; reckoned very wholeſome 
1 he people are generally healthy. Epidemical diſtempers ſc 
dom rage here ; the beſt evidence of the falubrity of the air is, 
: that during the incumbency of the preſent miniſter, there 
7 have always been i in the village ſome old people of 80 years 
and upwards. There are ſeveral of that age alive juſt now 
5 October 5th 1792). About 20 years ago, the ague was (d 
frequent, that few people eſcaped it, in a greater or leſs degree 
at ſome period of life 5 but for ſome years paſt, it has ſcarcely 
made its appearance. Rheumatiſms and nervous diſorder 
are now moſt prevalent. | 
Fi —— are confderable Almen fſhings in the 
river Tay, oppofite to this pariſh. The ſalmon is eſteemed 
of a good quality, being taken ſo near the ocean. They are 
ſold to the Perth merchants, who ſend them to the London 
market. Theſe fiſhiogs afford ſummer employment | for ſeveral 
hands, and often yield them great returns for their labour, 
and the penn laid out in beben their nets and other ah. 
Paratus 


in ordinary Rabens the wheat ſeed 8 from the middle of sehe 
der to the end of October ; the rye is ſown from about the 1 5th to the 21h 
of November ; oats, peaſe, and beans, from the Tath March to the end of 
April; potatoes are planted from the 15th to the end of April; barley is own 
during the month of May; turnips during the month of June. The harveſt i 
rather early; but in wet {Faſons, the harveſt is s both late, and very uncertaln- 


this 
give 
cxev 
whi 
thei 


ſold 
has 

gre: 
the 

fiſhi 
port 
a 
F; 
whi 
me! 
lea 

eve 


wo 


be 


for 


ſho 
the 
tu 
cot 
ar 
oP 
me 
or 
Fic 


9 F re Terror- i. . 


_ for the fiſhing ; ; but they are not equally productive 
every ſeaſon. They do not begin to fiſh for ſalmon, in 
this part of the river, till about the end of April; ; and they 
give over the 26th of Augult. There is only one boat's 
crew engaged in the white fiſhery. The fiſhing ground for 
white fiſh is moſtly without the river. The fiſhermen carry 
their fiſh to Dundee ; ſo that the price of the ſmall quantity 


fold here, is regulated by the market there ; but this fing 
be failed much for ſome years paſt, In the ſummer months, 


great numbers of ſmall flounders are caught in this part of 
the river, as any perſon is permitted to uſe hand lines in that 
fling. It is very uſeful to the poor people, who have an op- 
portunity of ſupplying their families with theſe fiſh, at no 


expence. On the ſouth fide of this part of the Tay, there is 
a ſealp of a ſmall kind of muſſels, eſteemed good bait for the 


white fiſh ; they are purchaſed for that purpoſe by the fiſher. 


men in the neighbourhood. In the ſands there is alſo plenty of 


ſea worms, which the fiſhermen call Lagg, and prefer them 
even t& muſſels for bait in the ſummer ſeaſon ; but theſe 


| worms fink ſo deep in the ſand in winter, that they cannot 
be got. Theſe ſmall muſſels are, therefore, the only bait uſed 


for the white fiſhing, in winter. 


Migratory Birds. Several kinds of ſea fowls 8 the 


ore during winter. Every year, about the month of April, 
they leave the coaſt, to go and hatch their young. They re- 
turn again in the month of Auguſt, and continue in this 
country till April, when they take their annual flight. They 


are immediately ſucceeded by other ſea fowls, that make their 
appearance here in the ſpring, remain during the ſummer 
months, and hatch about the ſhore. In the month of Auguſt 


or September, they remove from this to their winter habita- 


tions. Next ſeaſon, at the uſual time, they pay their annual 
viſit 


„ 


F RS of 4 
n — — — 


3 NN 
r 


"42 


——— 


— 


SEE "A; 1 1 
* 7 on a 
Wo" 455-2 = 


A EEE ˙ ma SS 


: n IL IE 
— * I 
2 — Ig 
— —— 
= 7. L . 
— D 


462 


Statiſtical Account | 


viſit to this country. Thus they follow each other in con. 
ſtant — every year. | 


Phpalition; al t appears from the pariſh roll taken up this 
year, compared with a liſt made out in the year 1762, that 
the village has had an increaſe of 84 families, and the coun. 

try of 4, within theſe 30 years, in all 88 families; that the 

former has increaſed 194 examinable perſons, and the latter 
11; and that the whole pariſh has increaſed to the number of 
205 perſons, above 7 years of age, within that period, The 
following table exhibits the preſent ſtate of the pariſh, and the 
total increaſe, within theſe 40 years. 


5 Number of families, 


; Perſons above 7 years of age, 


* 


In the village. In the country. Total. 


JC 


„ ͤ OS. 


- —_—— below —— e 40% 155 

| Total, IO T7; RIFT --: 5 byg 
The return to Dr. Webſter in 1755, was — „„ 
| Increaſe, = 254 

Number of males above 7 years of age, - SS 330 
— females above ditto, - += -= „ „ 390 


N umber of Cakes about 
weavers, 67 9 = 


5 „ verighes. 


—— ſmithe, 


ſhoemakers, 


—ᷣᷣ bakers, | 


1 


— —— ale ſellers in the oils: 


lage, 


76 


—— 


Majority of females, 80 


Number of ale ſellers, who are 


. brewers, = 5 
— male labouring ſervants 


| „ ee 
Annual average of births within 


the laſt 9 years, 275 
ditto, marriages, = 65 
- ditto, deaths, nearly - 12 


The 


* Theſe are moſtly employed in the Dundee merchantmen. 
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1 Tbe inorenle in population, which is chiefly in \ the village, , 

2 is owing partly to the neighbouring farmers not inclining to 4 
keep ſuch large cottaries as formerly : This has obliged ſe- 

his veral families to come into the Ferry, where they hire ſmall 

hat houſes, and ſupport themſelves by their induſtry, either as 

n. Wl tradeſmen or day labourers. The great increaſe of manufac. 

the tures, has alſo encouraged many young men to follow that 


line of life, who continue to reſide as tradeſmen within the 
town. wy 


Ablirat of Baptiſms, Marriages, at Deaths, as entered i in 
the Pariſh „ 12 the laſt nine years. 8 


Vea. is 5 e - Deaths. 
VVV e 
1784 — 4 BY 18 
1785 25 6 10 
1786 SY 1 26 
1787 26 =D nn 

- 708 -. 38 + 8 13 
1789 28 6 15 
. oy 12 
1791 — 27 7 28 
In all - 246 52 161 


. 


Manu factures.— The principal manufacture, is weaving 
coarſe brown linens, of different fabrics. The weavers are 
chiefly employed by the merchants of Dundee in manufactur- 
ng theſe linens. They ſometimes weave other cloth for 
country uſe. The women's work is generally ſpinning the 
yarn for theſe brown linens. So great is the preſent demand 
for ſuch linens, that both the weavers and ſpinners have more 
The Vork offered chem, chan they are able to undertake ; and the 
wages 
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wages are idee hi her than — *—The othet 
artiſts work principally for the uſe of the people in the pariſh 
and neighbourhood ; and fometimes manufacture articles fot 
| ſale. e 


Czurcb and School. The King is patron. The preſent in- 
_ cumbent is the 8th miniſter fince the Revolution, and has 
been 32 years in the pariſh,—The value of the living varies 
according to the prices of grain. It confiſts of 39 bolls 2 
firlots of bear, 40 bolls of cats by the decreet, but by uſe 
and wont of payment, 4 bolls 1 firlot of theſe 40 bolls of oats, 
are paid in oat-meal: 10 bolls of peaſe ; and in money the 
ſum of 171. 118. 8d. Sterling; 108. of that ſam is paid by 
the proprietor of Leuchars for a ſalmon fiſhing. The pro- 
prietor of Scotſcraig pays the whole ſtipend, except the 10s, 


Juſt mentioned, and holds up the kirk, manſe and ſchool. Out 


of the teinds of this Peta, 5 bolls bear, 7 bolls 3 firlots of 
white 


A common day-labourer, from Candlemas to Martinmas, will, at an aver- 
nge, earn from 124. to 14d, a-day ; an ordinary tradeſman, who works on day's 
wages, from 15d. to 18d.; but maſons have higher wages than ordinary tradel- 
men, owing to the great increaſe. of manufactures, which have excited ſuch an 
uncommon ſpirit for building, that they get from 20d. to 22d. a-day in ſummer; 
but from Martinmas to Candlemas, maſons have only about 14d., and the la- 
bourers about 10d. a-day. During the whole year, they all furniſh themſelve? 


with proviſions out of their wages. The greatneſs of the wages depends much 


on the demand at the time. Tailors get 6d. a-day, and their meat, throughout 
the year, lt is cuſtomary for both tradeſmen and ſpinſters, to hire themſelves 
to the neighbouring farmers, at fixed wages, for the whole harveſt, without 
reſtriction to any number of days. At an average, the farmer will hire a tradeſ- 
man, for the whole harveſt, at 31, 3s. Sterling, and a weman at 178. 6d. 
Both ſexes have their victuals from the farmer, beſides their wages. When 3 
man is occaſionally hired per day, he receives 18., and a woman tod., beſides 
their maintenance. The hire of labourers and ſervants wages are ſtill on the 
inereaſe. 
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white oats are paid yearly to the miniſter of Dull, in Athol; 
nd 18. 8d. Sterling of vicarage to the miniſter of Leuchars. The 
lebe conſiſts of 4 acres of arable land, let at preſent for 2 
bolls 2 firlots of barley each acre ; the foggage, being all in- 
doſed, is let for 41. 7s. Sterling, for which the miniſter pays 
105, Sterling yearly to the tenant of the Mains of Scotſcraig; 
the ground taken off that farm for foggage, being eſtimated 


in value to that amount above the legal allowance. The glebe 


dds to the value of the living 10 bolls of barley, and 31. 178. 
Sterling of money ; making the living, with the glebe, amount 


to 99 bolls 2 firlots of victual, and 211. 8s. 8d. Sterling of 


money.— The church was built in the year 1607, the year 


ifter the erection of the pariſh, the date being cut in the kirk: ' 


The family aiſle, by Sir John Buchanan, then of Scotſcraig, 
in the year 1644. Under it there is a large vault, where the 
ſeveral proprietors of the eſtate have been buried, ever fince the 
manſe was built, about the year 1727.—The ſalary of the pa- 


riſh ſchool is 100 merks Scotch money, paid by the proprie- 


tor of Scotſcraig. The ſchoolmaſter is alſo ſeſſion- cler. 


Poor.— The poor's fund ariſes from the intereſt of a ſmall 
ſum of money appropriated to them, the profits of the mort- 


doth, and the very liberal weekly collection made by the pa- 
tinioners. The ſeſſion has no act fixing any certain weekly 
penſion on any of the poor; but varies the ſum given to them, 
enlarging or diminiſhing their allowance, according to the differ- 
ence of their ſituation ; but they always give them ſuch ample 
occaſional ſupplies, as enable the poor, with their own induſtry, 
to ſubſiſt comfortably in their own houſes ; none having been 
allowed to beg from door to door for many years paſt, either 


within or without the pariſh. The pariſh funds have ſup- 


ported the poor, without any aſſeſſment, theſe 50 years. The 


number of the poor varies as circumſtances occur. The pre- 
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ſent aumber, of thoſe that receive aid from the public 
_ pariſh fund, is about 16. Upon ſetting forth, that, from 
extraordinary loſs, accidental misfortune, or ſudden and ſevere 
diſtreſs in their family, any are reduced to ſuch a ſituation as 
to require a greater interim ſupply, than the ordinary ſeſſion 
funds are able to afford to one family, then, by order of the 
ſeſſion, an extraordinary collection is intimated from the pul. 
pit, to be made for their benefit, either at the church doors, 
or from houſe to houſe within the pariſh, as circumſtances may 
require. 
may have aſſiſtance ſuitable to their preſent urgent neceſſity, 
Upon a favourable change of circumſtances, they again ſup. 
port themſelves by their induſtry, without having recourle to 
ſeſſional aid. When they are in ſuch indigence as not to be 
able to educate their children, the ſeſſion always pays the 
ſchool fees, for teaching them at leaſt to read the holy ſcrip- 
tures ; as they judge it their duty to ſee the children of the 
poor well educated, and conſider that the beſt beſtowed cha- 
rity, which procures for them the means of education. 


Heritor and Rent.— There is but one heritor, the preſent 


| miniſter, who is proprietor of the whole pariſh. The vil- 
lagers in the Ferry are all his feuers, for their houſes and 


| ſmall gardens: The farms are his property lands,—The vi 


| lued rent of the pariſh is 21831. Scotch money. The value 

of the rental cannot, with accuracy, be eaſily aſcertained: 3 

| great part of it being paid in victual, the value muſt vary, ac· 
cording to the prices of Brain, every year, 


3 Mains. The farm of the mains of Scotſcraig 


was originally church land, belonging to the archbiſhopric 


of St. Andrew's. The Pope, by his bull, allowed the arch. 


biſhop to feu out ſaid farm at the ſum of 132l. 185. 8d. 
3 | Scotch; 


| Whatever is collected is given to them, that they 


” Perry-Port-on- Craig. 
115 44 4 bolls of peaſe. The yearly vale of the peaſe, 


vith the ſaid ſum of money, is annually paid to the collector 


if the biſhop's rents. It is handed down by tradition, that a 
Mr. Scott, a ſon of the family of Balwirie, in Fife, was the 
euer; and, to diſtinguiſh it from other farms called Craig, 
te prefixed his own name to it; hence Scotſcraig. This eſtate 


vas formerly the property, and the houſe the country reſidence, 


of Archbiſhop JAMES SHARP, for many years before his death; 
nd belonged to his ſon Sir William Sharp ſeveral years after 
the death of the biſhop. His arms are ſtill on the outer Sate, 

dated oy 


Antiquity —The only antiquity in the pariſh is the re- 
mains of an old caſtle, in which there are ſeveral vaults quite 


entire. We are greatly at a loſs to know by whom, or at 


what period it was built, as there is no record to determine, 


nor even any traditional account handed down concerning it; 
but it muſt have been after the invention of fire arms, em- 


braſures being ſo placed, as to carry a line of fire round the 
for, The top of one of the hills is ſurrounded with the 


foundation of an old wall. As, from the top of this hill, 


there is an extenſive proſpect along the banks of the Tay, and 
tie country around, it is ſuppoſed to have been the place of 
ire ſignal, in the time of the Daniſh incurſions into Scotland ; 
but there is no record about i ir. 


3 being neither coals, peats, nor wood, found 
for fuel, the dependence of the pariſhioners for firing, is upon 
coals brought from a diſtance, either from the frith of Forth, 
or by ſea, at a conſiderable expence. What is called the boll, 
which weighs 8 cwt., or 56 ſtone Engliſh, is ſold here at 


preſent at 6s. the boll. Though we pay no duty for Scotch 
coals, they are conſiderably dearer this ſeaſon, than ever they 
ere remembered to have been, which bears hard upon the 

N people 
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: people in the lower ranks of lite. Some drive coals from 
the coal- works in this country, at the diſtance of 9 or 10 fa. 

tute miles, which they ſell at ys. the cart load. Some of the 
cottagers, in the country pariſh, burn dryed turf and whins; 
but they all uſe coal as the principal part of their fuel. The 
villagers 1 in the Ferry uſe coal . which they purchaſe 
at the * Nees. 


: . people are peaceably diſpoſed, and firmly 
attached to the preſent happy civil conſtitution of their coun. 
try. They all adhere to the principles of the eſtabliſhed 

church of Scotland; and regulatly attend divine worſhip in 
the pariſh kirk, excepting one Unitarian, (who, however, fre- 
quently hears ſermon with the other pariſhioners), and one 
Seceder ; both of whom came lately into this pariſh from 
We | | 


| Miſcellaneous Ob ſervations. There are no lime-ſtone quare 
ries; but lime is brought by ſea from Sunderland. It is 
fold at the Ferry at 18. 6d. Sterling the boll of wheat meaſure, 
or 28. 4d. Sterling the barley meaſure. Some drive lime by 
land carriage, at che diſtance of 10 and 15 miles, which can 
be afforded at 3s. 1d. the boll, barley meaſure. The only 
ſtone, got in this ground, is a hard whin ſtone, which makes 
ſtrong and laſting work when built with good lime. — There 
are two mills for grinding meal, to which the pariſhioners are 
thirled only for what meal they make, or what malt is brew 
ed within the pariſh; but not for the whole crop of corn 
growing on the ſeveral farms.—As there is a conſtant weekly 
demand for all kinds of country vivres in Dundee, ſome per- 
ſons make it their buſineſs to go through this part of the coun- 
try, and gather them up for the Dundee market. The prices 
here are, therefore, always regulated by what they fetch 
there. 
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there —This Ferry is a cuſtom-houſe creek, within the pre- 
eincts of the cuſtom-houſe at Dundee. As it is the loweſt. 
creek in the river, a King's boat, with 6 boatmen, under the 
command of a tide ſurveyor, is ſtationed here, to board all 
veſſels coming up the river from a foreign port, for the ſecu- 
rity of the public revenue. It is alſo the reſidence, appointed ; 
for the exciſe officer of the St, Andrew's r ſecond ride, the whole 
po being i in the at : diviſion. 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


PARISH OF LOGIE Mm 


Wining of ob- md Cone of Fre) I. 


By the Rev. Mr. Ronear Boos, MW © 


Situation and Extent. 


RUE pariſh of Logie is fituated about 3 miles from Cu. po 


I par, (the principal town in the county of Fife, and the (I ** 
ſeat of the prefbytery), and about an equal diſtance from the in 
water ſide, or Ferry, to Dundee. It extends about 24 miles ” 

in length from E. to W., and 1 in breadth from S. to N., yy 


though in ſome parts not quite ſo much. The general figure | 
of the pariſh, may be ſeen in Ainſlie's map of Fife. 


Surface, Soil, Climate, Cc. — The country is in general hilly, | 
but very fertile. The climate is pretty dry and healthy, except- 

: ing near the ſmall village of Logie, where there is a marlh, | 
which makes the air damp, eſpecially in winter. There is a 
conſiderable mountain in the pariſh, called Luct/a Hill, upon 
which, it is reported, that the kings of Scotland uſed to hunt, | 
and on which account it is called the King's Park. But of 
this circumſtance, there is no authentic record extant.— From 
the top of this hill, in a clear day, there is a very exten- 

| 9 N cre 


ve proſpedt, "of Fi iſe, Angus, the Mearns, and other 
4 counties. | 
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3 Produce, Cattle, Wool, Oc. — The ground com- 
monly produces excellent crops of every kind of grain. The 
farmers ſow a conſiderable quantity of graſs and turnips, 
and have very good returns. They moſtly plow their ground 
with horſes ; and oxen are here very little uſed in huſbandry. 
There are about 28 ploughs, with generally 2 horſes to a 
plough, befides what the farmers bring up for their own uſe, 
or for ſale. Moſt of them pay a good part of their rents by 
bringing up young cattle. There are two pretty conſiderable 
flocks of ſheep in the pariſh. The mutton is ſmall, but the 
wool they produce is of a tolerable , neither of the 
cearlet, nor the fineſt fort. | 


Pojulatios— The YN TORY it is ſaid, are diminiſhed in 
point of number, compared to what they were many years ago; 
and 1t 15 certain, that ſeveral cottages have been pulled down 
lince the commencement of this century; but within theſe 
40 years, there appears to be, upon the whole, very little 
variation. The population, at preſent, conſiſts of 340 exa- 
minable perſons ; which, allowing the uſual proportion for 
children under 8 years of | age, will make the number of 
8 - - - - 425 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in 17 55, was only — 413 
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Hence there appears to be an inereaſe of 


The average of annual births. i is Io. 55 Smiths, - 
| Ditto of marriages, - 2 Tailors, - 
Ditto of burials, - 8 Retailer of ſpirits, 
in the different profeſſions there Weavers, — 
ae, farmers, - = 9 And, Shocmakers, 
Feuers, or ſmall proprietors, - 3 


ee OE + 
We r > 


472 Stat Nical Account 


0 together with ſome carpenters, maſons, day labourers and 
| ſervants. 


Proprietors and Rents, —Beſides the three ſmall heritors 
: above mentioned, who refide in the pariſh, and cultivate their 


own ground, there are fix greater proprietors, who do not re. 


ſide, which is a conſiderable loſs to the poor. The valued 
rent is 29161. 6s. 8d. Scotch; the real rent is not exaQly 

known. The rent of farms, in general, run from 208. to 403. 

per acre, Some however, have their tand on more reaſonable 
terms. e 


Church, Cc. — The manſe was built in 1936, and has fince 

got ſeveral partial reparations; but it is fill in a very in. 

different ſtate. The ſtipend amounts, on an average, to 80l. 
Sterling per annum. The glebe conſiſts of 4 acres arable, and 

| 2 acres of a den for paſturage. The King is patron“. There are 
2 good many Seceders, who attend a Burgher meeting houſe, 
in the e Ag of ns 


School and Poor, —A good ſchool and ſchool-houſe are now 


building, (1792); which, when completed, will be very com- 
| modious, The ſalary is only 41. 188. 34d., with 50 merks from 
a mortification, left in 1690, by Sir James Ramſay, Bart. of 


Eaſter Logie.— The capital ſtock belonging to the poor amounts 


to 120]. Serling. The collections at the church doors are but 
very inconſiderable. There are 3 ſtated penſioners on the 
poor's funds, who get 18. per week, and are paid at that rate 


* In 1683, Sir David Balfour of Forret, one of the Senators of the College 


of Juſtice, bequeathed a large folio Bible, for the uſe of the miniſter on — 
It is ſtill in tolerable condition, and was lately rebound, | 
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27. 
and I iy the treaſurer every 5 weeks; befides which, they get gs. 
in winter to purchaſe coals. The annn=1 collections, upon 
an average, including what is drawn on ſacramental occaſions, 

tors do not much exceed 51. Sterling. | 
heir | e 


re- 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —The people are in general healthy. 
ued 


There are not a few of 60, 70, and 80 years of age: One 


Aly nan died lately aged 87, and another 92.— The prices of all 
40s, I kinds of proviſions are nearly doubled within theſe 20 years, 
able Will or even leſs. Good beef, then, ſold at 2d. and 21d. per pound; 


putton at 3d. and a good fowl at 6d.—Coals are the only 
fuel uſed in this part of the country; but they have become 
rer high of late, which the poor feel very ſenſibly. 
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(County of LenarbonProfuytery. of dun- of 
Gow and a ) 


5 By Mr. WILLIA BARCLAr, Schoolmaſter. 


Name, Futons, and Sitdatitow, 


Cowon. the name of this pariſh, 15 derived from 


Gaelic word, and ſaid to ſignify the Back of the Oak 


Mood, which correſponds exactly to the ſituation of Cadden 
Houſe. It is often ſpelt Calder. The pariſh is 13 miles in 
length from E. to W., and between 3 and 4 miles in breadth*, 
It lies in the northern extremity of the county of Lanark 
The 3 counties, Lanark, Dumbarton, and Stirling, all meet 


at the north point of this pariſh. The neareſt point of it! 
3 miles from the city of Glaſgow, within half a mile of the 


town of Kirkintilloch, and 3 miles from Kilſyth and Cumberq 
nauld, Gartinqueen Hill, in this pariſh, is ſaid to be at al 


equal diſtance from Hamilton, Falkirk, and Stirling. 


Rivet 


* There was a map of Cadder drawn in the year 1743, from a ſurvef 
made by David Dowie, land-ſurveyor in Edinburgh, but it is in few hands. 
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River and Canal. The river Kelvin, which riſes eaſt of 


Kilſyth, runs 6 miles along the northern boundary of the pa- 


un; but its courſe may be 10 or 12 miles, through fine fer- 
ile haugh grounds. It falls into the river Clyde two miles 
below Glaſgow. The Kelvin uſed to overflow its banks in 


time of rain, and do conſiderable damage, eſpecially in ſeed 5 


time and harveſt ; but the proprietors on the north fide, to 
whom it did moſt damage, have of late confined it, by a 
great earthen mound, for the moſt part along its courſe. —It 
might, however, have been a much more effectual remedy, had 
they ſtraightened, widened, and ſecured the bed of the river ; 


which would be a great ſaving of ground. The Forth and 


Clyde Navigation, commonly called the Great Canal, runs 


through the pariſh for 5 miles, and has 4 draw bridges on it. 


Lakes and Roads. — About 80 years ago, a lake, nearly in 
the middle of the pariſh, was drained by a mine, driven a 
full mile in length under a hill. The mine is in many places 
90 feet below the ſurface, whereby 120 acres of fine arable 
ground 1s gained, which annually produces rich crops, without. 
any kind of manure.— There is another lake, called the Biſhop's 
Loch, a mile in length, and one fourth of a mile in breadth, 


which is at preſent occupied as a reſervoir, by the Great Caual 


Company.-—The poſt road, from Edinburgh to Glaſgow, paſſes 
4 miles through this pariſh, and croſſes the Great Canal about 


a mile eaſt of Cadder kirk. There is alſo a new turnpike road 


made for 4 miles, in the eaſt end of this pariſh, from Glaſ- 
gow by Cumbernauld towards Falkirk, ſaid to be conſiderably 
ſhorter than the road by Kilſyth and Kirkintilloch, and with- 


out a pull —In 1772, when the heritors met to aſleſs the 


pariſh for repairing the bye roads, they found it to con- 
tain 123 ploughgates of land. They aſſeſſed each of theſe 
Foughgates in 10s. Sterling, and 15. 69, for every cottager, 


30 2 yearly. 
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| yeatly:. Ta 1791, finding the 4600 aſſellment nf for WM raiſed 
making the extent of road neceſſary, they raiſed it to 18s, Niere: 
Sterling per annum, and 28. to every cottager, agreeable to an Ml ne fa 
| — of e for N roads in the county of Lanark, eutch 
the ſt 
Minerals There are a number of Hreatiotic quarries in the whict 
15. The ſtones are very fit for building, and take a fine beds 
poliſh, There are alſo vaſt quantities of whin rocks, very Wl have 
proper materials for roads. We have an inexhauſtible rock de fi. 
of limeſtone, which has of late been wrought to a conſiderable urge 
extent, both at Grankirk and Robroyſtone.— No coal, fit for 
working, has yet been diſcovered, though it is the opinion of 
miners, and people of {kill, that the ſeams of coal, which 
have been wrought to ſo great advantage, in New Monkland 
on the E. and New Kirkpatrick on the W. extend through 
this pariſh, It is to be hoped, that ſome public ſpirited gen- 
tleman will ſearch for, and find this hidden treaſure, 
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Rent, Soil, Cultivation, Produce, c. — The valuation of the 
whole pariſh, is 627ol. Scotch; and the preſent yearly rent, 
may be about 60001. Sterling. There is no mountain in this | 
| pariſh. The whole face of the diſtrict is generally level. Yet 
we have ſeveral different ſoils ; ſuch as, light ſandy till, deep 
earth, and plenty of moſs for fuel. Improvement of land has | 


perfo 


greatly increaſcd of late, and is ſtill going on very rapidly, both 

by the plough and by manure. Excellent crops of oats, barley, 
__ clover, and rye grals, potatoes and flax, are produced. Oats | 
have ſold, before reaping, at 81. 25 6d. per acre, and yielded 
16 bolls each acre. Potatoes are much cultivated here, and 
ſerved up at every table. They are a ſubſtitute for bread, 
among the lower claſs of people, for at leaſt xo months in the 
year; and, with very little attention, they make the old crop 


* 
laſt, till it is ſucceeded by the new: 100 bolls have been na) 
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niſed from 1 tere. — But flax i is the moſt advantageous crop 3 
ere: 200 acres are ſown annually; and this year (1 792), 
ne farmer has ſown 30 acres with flax ſeed : 32 ſtones of good 


ſcutehed flax have been raiſed from 1 acre, and ſold at a guinea 


the ſtone; a price perhaps equal to the value of the land on 
which it grew. Riga flax ſeed, and the fineſt kinds of Dutch 
ked are moſtly ſown here; though ſome good crops of flax 
have been raiſed from Boſton flax ſeed. On rich moiſt ſoil, 
te fineſt flax is raiſed from American ſeed. Fine Dutch, and 
auge plump America flax ſeed are reckoned to agree beſt with 
his climate. The quantities, commonly ſown on 1 acre, 8 are, 
9 pecks Dutch, 84 Riga, and 8 America flax ſeed ; this laſt 
being much ſmaller than the others. — The improvements in 
griculture, in this neighbourhood, are much owing to the 
Great Canal “. 
nw was uſed to any purpoſe. 
rank, and ſpade, are found at every farmer's door; and, by 
be proper uſe of theſe utenſils, much work 1 1s expeditionly 


Before it was erected, neither ſpade nor bar- 
Now, the wheel-barrow, 


performed. 


Ecclſiaſtical State. — The whole of this pariſh, excepting the 
krony of Cadder, and the Midtown of Bedlay, formerly be- 
bnged to the ſubdeanry of Glaſgow. The Biſhop's Land was 
alled the Baldermonoch Ward (or Mon#'s Town), and com- 
pehends ten townſhips ; each of which contains 8 ploughgates 
Aland. The mill of Bedlay is fill the joint property of 
lieſe 10 townſhips. From this eccleſiaſtical tenure, are derived 
the names of ſeveral places in the pariſh; ſuch as, the Biſbop's 
bridge, the Biſhop's Moſs, and the Brſbop's Loch, —Atter 

= 398 the 


: The only objection to the Great Canal, is, that it has been fatal to ſo 
ny. No fewer than feven, within the bounds of this pariſh, have been 
owned in it lince it was opened. 
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the Reformation, the Nanni of the ſubdeanry of Cl. 
gow, which conſiſted of the pariſhes of Cadder and Monklang, 
| (the laſt of which was afterwards ſplit into two pariſhes, call. 
ed Old and New Monkland), together with the patronage of 
the churches, came into the poſſeſſion of the noble families of 
Hamilton and Kilmarnock, and were by them transferred tc 
the College of Glaſgow, for a conſiderable ſum of money 

about theiyear 1656.-—The pariſh of Cadder, as well as that 

of Monkland, availing itſelf of the act of Parliament 1690, by 


paying 600 merks Scotch, as directed in the act, to the College P. 
of Glaſgow, obtained a renunciation of the right of patronag no!t 
by that learned body; in conſequence of which, the heritor lng 

and elders of the pariſh became the electors of the miniſter WM fami 

It is a pity, however, that the act 1690 has not defined pre char 

ciſely what conflitutes an heritor ; for this defect has been at then 
tended with great inconvenicnces to the pariſh of CadderM tion: 
When the church of Cadder was formerly vacant, about te inte 
year I745, there were keen diſputes as to the title of ſeveral 1he 
perſons claiming a right to vote under the character of heri nuti 
tors ; in conſequence of which, the kirk was vacant for nes 5 

two years. And though the late worthy clergyman, who ſuc 8 
ceeded on the occaſion, died in June 1790, the church ſtill con ahi 
tinues vacant, owing to a warm diſpute, with reſpect to the ehe 
title of a number, who voted at a late election of a miniſter, andi deri 
which is at preſent under litigation before the Court of Sefton vit 
It ought however to be mentioned, that the College of Glagi ide 
gow, who are {till titulars of the tiends, upon application be 174 
ing made to them, generoully conſented, much to their honour o 

as well as to the benefit of this pariſh, to allow part of the va Au 
cant ſtipend to be laid out, in paying the expence of a preacher ling 
to officiate at Cadder church during the vacancy, under tg and 
direction of the preſbytery of Glaſgow. —The living is 8 cha loc] 
ders, paid in money by the College of Glaſgow, according 44 by 


the 


Glaſ. 


kland i chalder for communion elements, with a manſe, and about 3+ 
, call tres for a glebe, beſide graſs for a horſe and 2 cows on the 
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s that finiſhed compleatly till 1784, and is now in good condition. 
0, by 5 DT Ko 
ollege Poor. The number on the poor's roll is about 15 annual! 734 
nage noſtly aged and infirm women, who have from 6d. to 18. Ster- 
ritor i ling weekly. Occaſional aſſiſtance is given likewiſe to poor 


niſter WM families, of from 5s. to 1os. Sterling at a time. No public 
charity is given to any that go about begging, except now and 
then a pair of ſhoes.—The poor's funds ariſe from the collec- 


tons at the church doors, 28. 6d. for every marriage, aud the 


| pre- 
en at. 
adderd 
at the 
ever Theſe funds have continued, without much increaſe or dimi- 
ber vution, for near 50 years paſt. | TN | 
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which have ſmall ſalaries annexed to them. (I.) The pariſh 
choolmaſter has a ſalary of 100 merks Scotch, paid by the 
teritors, and 11. 3s. 4d. Sterling, as ſeſſion-clerk and precentor; 


les the ordinary ſchool wages, of 18. 6d, per quarter. (2.) In 


Nnoury 
je Va 
acher 
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the 


ind 11, 5s. to a young man, for preaching a ſermon at Auchen- 
loch on Chriſtmas (which was the donor's birth day), and to 
buy books and buns (rolls) for the ſcholars, To this dona- 
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he fiars of the commiſſariot of Hamilton and Campſie, half a 


ommon.— The manſe was built in 1656, and enlarged and N 
lated in 1714, at the joint expence of the College of Glaſgow, 
ind the former and then preſent miniſter. It is now in a 
minous condition. The ®hurch was rebuilt in 17 50, but not 


intereſt of about zool. Sterling, mortified to the kirk ſeſſion. 
Schools, — There are 4 public ſchools in this pariſh, * 


vith x5. 8d. for each marriage, and gd. for each baptiſm ; be- 


1744, Mr. Patrick Baird, merchant, left a memorial worthy 
of record, bequeathing 3251. Sterling for erecting a ſchool at 
aAuchenloch, the place of his nativity. He devoted 151. Ster- 
lng of the intereſt to be paid annually to the ſchoolmaſter ; 
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tion, John Baird, lows of Auchenloch, added a piece of ren 
for a houſe and garden. All the heritors, poſſeſſed of a plough 
| of land in the pariſh, are patrons of this ſchool. (3) In 1745 
Mr. James Warden, late miniſter of this pariſh, bequeathed 
| To000 merks Scotch to the ſeſſion; the intereſt of which is allotteg Mlnade, 
to the ſupport of a ſchool at Auchenairn, the place of his na. 
tivity. In 1760, the worthy and humane Dr. William 
Leechman, late principal of the Univerſity of Glaſgow, dif. 
| Poned to the ſeſſion of Cadder, about half an acre of ground, 


for a houſe and garden for the benefit of this ſchool, of which iſs Th 
the miniſter and elders are patrons. (4.) The fourth ſchool. . mc 
Houſe is at Chryſtone, in the eaſt end of the pariſh, where 2 ſc i! 
chapel of caſe was built by ſubſcription 11 years ago; but there u- 
is no falary annexed to it, nor any perquiſite for the maſter, WM nth: 
excepting the ſchool wages, Is. 6d. per quarter, 8 5 
At each of theſe 4 ſchools, there may be, at an average, A. 
30 ſcholars during the winter half year, and 20 through the nolt 
ſummer quarter. When there is any vacancy in the harveſt, Wi nile 
the /choolmaſter's year is only reckoned three guarters.''— Wl bn: 
Thus 109 ſchoolars, for three quarters, at 1s. 6d. per, quarter, WW: gu 
pay only 221. 108. Sterling per annum, to all the 4 ſchoolma- Wi ty! 
ſters in the pariſh, for education, which is but 51. 128. 64, VII 
Sterling to each of them for 9 months attendance, This 1: WI Jl 
ſurely too little to ſupport, with any decency, a claſs of Wi by 
men confeſſedly uſeful, in this expenſive and wealthy age“. \ 
Io better the condition of the people of this country, more Wl | 
| 46M | encou- 4 
| | | ther 
* About 50 years ago, it was the cuſtom here, to allow the pariſh ſchoo!- oy 
maſter to go about with the ſcholars, and lodge free with their parents, 45 he * 
had ne houſe of his own to teach or lodge in, but a barn in ſummer, and O99 4 
tage in winter. Of late, however, the gentlemen in this pariſh have built 3 2 
ſchool-houſe, in a corner of the church yard, where the preſent ſchoolmalter A 


lives, who has ſerved in that office for 39 years. One of his predeceſſors (Wi 


bon 
liam Stirling), officiated here 41 years, Both are natives of Cadder pariſh. 
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acouragement ſhould be given to teachers, to enable them to 
py proper attention, to improve the morals of youth nder 
heir care. The want of this, muſt more or leſs affect the 
ducation of the riſing generation. When an attempt was 
made, ſome time ago, to have the condition of the ſchoolma- 

lers of this country ſomewhat bettered, the argument, by which 

ame lords and gentlemen oppoſed it, was, that they wiſhed 


' pariſh ſchools were ſuppreſſed altogether, becauſe their ſer- 
«yants were corrupted, by being taught to read and write: 
That they would be more obedient and dutiful, were they 


more ignorant, and had no education ſ. — This, however, is 


ut the opinion of any gentleman in this pariſh. They well 
ow, that ſome "of the firſt and moſt reſpectable characters, 
athe nations have be en trained up at N el, 


Antiquities. The Roman Og or 3 Dite, is al- 
noſt the only antiquity we have in this pariſh. It runs 4 
niles in it, and may {till be traced through Cadder Wood. 


One of the watch towers, on the ſouth fide of the wall, about 
zgun-ſhot from Cadder Kirk, is ſtill very viſible. At Rob- 
wjitone, in this pariſh, on the 11th September 1303, Sir 


VILLIAM WALLACE was betrayed and apprehended, by Sir 
John Monteath, a favourite of King Edward I. of England, 
by whom he was moſt unjuſtly and 1gnominiouſly put to 


%%% OR  .- .: ---* death 


+ This illiberal idea is refuted by fact. That ignorance cannot be the mo- 
tier of 22orality, more than of devotion, is proved by experience. The good be- 


taviour of the lower ranks in Scotland, in general, contraſted with the immo- 


alities, crimes, and annual executions, of many of the ſame claſs, in the ſiſter 
kingdom, can be aſcribed to nothing ſo much as to the ſuperior advantages, the 


former enjoy, of early education, and proper inſtruction, in the firſt principles of 
moral and and religious duty. Deprive them of theſe, and they will ſoon be- 


tome as great Auge as the moſt ignorant rabble of Lendon, Paris, or Birming- 
lem. 
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death at London. After he was overpowered, and before his 
hands were bound, it is ſaid, he threw his ſword i into Robroy | 
ſtone loch. An oaken couple, or joiſt, which made part o 
the barn, in which the Scotch hero was taken, is ſtill to hy 
leon. 1 in this neighbourhood, and —— 8 laſt 0 ages. 


The following SrarrsTIcAL TaBLE, which was taken ver 
accurately from houſe to houſe, by the Pariſh Schoolmaſtet 
(ho travelled 300 miles through the pariſh, collecting theſ 

materials, in May 1792), ſhews 


| The POPULATION, Sc. 17 the Pariſh of C4DDra. 


* 


Number of inhabited. houſes, 390 Population as Nee to 505. | 


— empty „„ © Webſter in I755, - 1% c 
— 912 Number of ſouls, in 1792, . 176) 
| — | | ' Decreaſe, - 639 ety 


Majority of females, - 83 


duct 

Perſons born in the pariſh, = 822 Wages of inferior do. L. 2 0 mt 

under 6 years of age, 222 ——— beſt maid ſer- tour 

above 70 years, 50 Vänts, 6 6 te 2 

Average of each family, 44 —— inferior do. 4 0 "M 

Annual average of n err —— manufacturers Th: 

20 years paſt, «= _ = 43 £ per da, 0 

Ditto of marriages for that 8 — day labourers, lim 

| 8 - 3 1. Per gay, — 0 one 

| Average produce of = „ Number of horſes, - 3 lee, 
Wages of the beſt plowman by — covs, 
the year, I. 16 © O — — ſhcep, - 

Numbe 0 

52 

* * * * N. B. Theſe are ibeir wages beſides their victuals. | K 


+ When on piece -worl, they make more; ſome from 30l. to Jol. Sterling 212 


F Cadatr. Ex 483 


Kumber of ſwine, „„ Number of burying places, be- 
——— dogs, — 202 ſides Cadder church- 
EL carth, --- = 284 | yard, . 
"Ds ploughs,, 138 Dorn mills, 
———— weavers looms, 158 — lint do. 
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Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —From the preceding table it 
gears, that not one half of the inhabitants have been born 
the pariſh :—That nearly one eighth of them are under fix 
jars of age ;—That there is a dog, a clock, or a watch, for 
nery houſe in the pariſh ;—That there is 8 cart, or a plough, 
hr every houſe ;—And that there is nearly one horſe, and 
tore than three cows, for every houſe in it. The cows are 
ery productive. The produce of one cow has brought the 
er 10l. Sterling in the year.—There is only 1 four wheel. 
carriage in the pariſh, —There is a threſhing machine, which, 
ith 4 men and 3 horſes, will threſh from 8 to 10 bolls each 
ur. The oldeſt man in the pariſh is 94 years of age. There 
1 2 men ſtill alive, both of the name of William Gray, who 
aye been each married to their preſent wives 58 years,— 
There was a working maſon in this pariſh, whoſe wife brought 
lim 18 children ; and a noble lady has born 23 children to 
ne huſband. -—_ The people here are not fond of a ſeafaring 
lle, and but few inliſt into the army; though, of late, 11 

EY © 1 handſome 


+ One balf of theſe bave been lately built. 


| There zvere formerly only two. 


{ The doves in each of theſe are ſuppoſed to deſtroy 20 bells of grain annually, wobich 
120 balls lot to the farmers, on an average, per aumum. 
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handſome young fellows have joined the Train, One of the | 
is 6 feet 3 inches high. — The inhabitants here ſhewed ored 
_ averſion to anſwer any queſtion, tending to diſcover the reg 
| Nate of their ſtock, cattle, or population. An apprehenſiof 
of new taxes, new wars, and of railing new armies, ſeemed i 
be the chief cauſe of their unwillingneſs to communicate ein 
5 formation on theſe ns re 
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NUMBER XXIX. 


PARISH OF MUTHLIL. 


(Coty of Perth—Preſiytery of ducbterardor—Synod of 
Perth and TY ) 


By the Rev. Mr. Joun Scorr, Miniſter, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 
UTHII. is ſituated on the borders of the Highlands ; 


Gaelic, and generally deſcriptive of their local ſituation, it pro- 
bably takes its name from an Erſe word, of ſomewhat a ſimi- 


lar ſound, which ſignifies the north /ide of the hill —The pa- 
riſh is of an irregular ſhape, but one of the moſt populous of 
the whole country; and is of great extent, being from 8 to 10 

miles in length, and from 6 to 9 in breadth.— The village, 


where the ir ſtands, which gives its name to the pariſh, is up- 


on the great military road, leading to Inverneſs by Tay Bridge. 


It is 4 miles ſouth from Crief, 17 from Stirling, and nearly 
the ſame diſtance from Perth. Before the Reformation, it 
was the reſidence of the Dean of Dumblane, and in after times, 


the ſeat of a preſbytery, which now meets at Auchterarder, 


being more in the center of the diſtrict, 
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and as the names of almoſt all the places around are 


Coil, 
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Soil and Surface. —In ſo large a pariſh, the Fg as may 
naturally be ſuppoſed, is made up of flat and filing grounds, | 
of hills and valleys ; fo that the ſoil in one place, muſt needs 
differ widely from that in another. In the S. W. part of the 
pariſh, there are many thouſand acres, at preſent thought un. 
fit for cultivation, being completely covered over with heath, | 
or with deep moſs. For many miles, the haughs on the Earn, 
and alſo on the Water of Allan, are, for the moſt part, a light 
loam, on a gravelly or ſandy bottom, which, with lime or 
marle, produces excellent crops. The higher grounds lie upon 
beds of till, naturally wet, but, when drained, they are, by 
the above mentioned manures, rendered no leſs productive. 


Cultivation.— Since the year 1770, large marle pits have 
been diſcovered in both ſides of the pariſh, and much lime has 
| been uſed in agriculture. Almoſt every farmer lays down 2 
| field annually with graſs ſeeds, and finds his account in it, | 


Leſs ground is pow plowed up, more cattle and horſes WM 


are reared, and four times the quantity of grain is pro- 
duced. The tenants are therefore in a thriving condition, 
and the peaſantry, in general, are induſtrious, ſober, and con- 
tented in their ſtations. Not only has much arable land been 
meliorated, but what is {till more worthy of notice, between | 
1000 and 1200 acres (in their former ſtate good for little), 
have, within theſe laſt 30 years, been incloſed and planted 
with trees of various kinds, that now ſerve to adorn, and, ere 
long, will enrich the country ; by affording uſeful timber, 
beſides fuel, at an eaſy rate, to thouſands, who derive but 
little ad vantage from their moſles, and live at a dent diſtance 
from coal pits. 


Climate and Diſea ſes. As the pariſh abounds in wood, and 


wood and water, the air is in general moiſt, and many ſitua- 
tions 


na- 
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ons are damp; yet, upon the whole, the People are tolerably 
tealthy, and live to a good old age. Many, that are between 


6o and 70, work as day labourers; numbers of others, be- 


tween 70 and Lo years of age, are going about their ordinary 


buſineſs. A man died lately, ſome years above 9o. The moſt : 


common diſeaſes are fevers, rheumatiſms, and conſumptions. 


At times, the meaſles and hooping cough carry off many in- | 


ants. But the ſmall pox (formerly ſo fatal to children), by 
the improved mode of treatment, deſtroys very few. Ino- 
culation is now very common among all ranks ; and the pre- 


judices of the vulgar, againſt this moſt ſalutary operation, 
are at an end. The Commiſſioners on the Annexed Eſtates 
paid a ſurgeon, for inoculating the children of the tenants | 


and of the poor. Some hundreds were inoculated at a time, 


and every one of them recovered. It mult give pleaſure to 


add, that the preſent proprietor of the Perth eſtate continues 
to employ a ſurgeon, for the ſame benevolent purpoſe; and 


allo to attend the parents that are poor, when they ſtand in 


need of medical aſſiſtance. An example well worthy of 
imitation! DVDs 


Birds and Quadrupeds.— There are in the pariſh, plenty of 


partridges, moorfowl and inipes ; alſo a few heath cocks, or 
black cocks; and, at particular ſeaſons of the year, vaſt num- 
bers of plovers, woodcocks, wild ducks, wild geeſe and teals. 


here are abundance of hares, rabbits, foxes, badgers and 


polecats, bred in the pariſh. At this time, there are no wild 
deer; but as the horns of both the elke and foreſt deer, of a 


very large ſize, have of late been found in marle pits, on both 


des of the pariſh, and as the head and horns of the vrus, 
(the Bos ferus of Linuzus), or mountain bull, were lately 


dug up at t the ade of a lmall lake, near Drummond Caſtle, it 
plainly 
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plainly etw chat foreſt deer, and the othier anitils, 8 now 10 
little Known, once frequented this part of the country. 


1 . Ern, ot Fore; flows from a beanti. | 


ful lake, in a neighbouring pariſh to the weſtward, and glides 
along the north and eaſt ſide of the pariſh, in a meandering 
courſe, for many miles. It gives name to one of the molt beau. 
tiful vales 1 in Scotlend, called Str athern. | 
|  Befides the Ern, there are in this pariſh the rivers, or wa. 
ters, of Machany, Knaick, and Allan; all of which abound 
with fine trouts, of a large ſize. In ſome parts of the Ern, 
there are pike and, in ſome ſeaſons of the year, great num. 


bers of ſea trouts, from 3Zlb. to lb. weight. The fiſhermen call 


them wvb1tlings, on account of the ſcales they have, at their 
firſt coming up the river from the ſea. They are reckoned 
an excellent fiſh at the tables of the gentry ; and afford good 
ſport to the angler with fly, Large /a/mon are found in this 
river, as high as up Lochern, although there no leſs than 5 dikes, 
quite acroſs from bank to bank, at the diſtance of ſome miles 
from one another, with wooden traps in the middle, where 
the water runs deepeſt, for catching the ſalmon, and the 
larger ſea trouts, in their way up the river. Theſe traps are, 
or ought to be, taken up every week, from Saturday evening 
till Monday morning; which are the only times theſe fiſh can 
paſs through, unleſs the river is ſo fullas to allow them to over- 
leap the dikes, which ſeldom happens during the fiſhing ſea- 
fon. Below the dikes, near the junction of the Ern and the 
Tay, there are falmon fihing places, which rent at a high 
price. 


Lazes, Reads, and Bridges. — The lake above mentioned, 15 
called the Loch of Ballech, and is the only one in the pariſl. 
It! is ab2ut half a mile round, and from it flows a ſmall Hream, 

upon 


w ſo 
95 it falls into the Ern.— There are ſeveral county roads in the pa- 
ri; but the moſt remarkable one, is the great military one, 


breadth of the pariſh for 8 or 9 miles, crofling the Allan, the 


rivers there 1 is a ſtone bridge. ; 


on an average, from 30 to 36. The exact number of baptiſms 
cannot ſo eaſily be aſcertained. This i is chiefly « owing to the 
negligence of thoſe who are not of our communion, or are 


1 call connected with a chapel of eaſe in a diſtant part, and who ſel. 
their dom think of ſending their children's names to be put on the 
oned pariſh regiſter. There are however from 80 to go baptiſms re- 


corded annually. No regiſter of burials having been kept, 1 it is 
difficult to ſay; in what proportion births and burials ſtand to 
each other: But it is a certain fact, that the population has 


period the Population ſtood as follows: 


Euminable oerfons & the Eftabliſhed Church, J df 
children under 7 years of age, -_ „ „ 
Diſlenters, young and old, about 3 = 400 


JVCT- 
hs Whereas, by a lift lately mel it appears, that hare are at 
| reſen | 
1005 prelent in the pariſh, 5 | - 
high Eraminable perſons of the Church of Scotland, | „ 2760 : 
Children under 7 years of age, = - „ J 
Old and young of the Church of England. „„ I56-: 
12 —— Preſbytcn Diſſenters, - - . 1560 
11 ———- kom Catholics, — — — e 
1 Total, — 2948 
He lacreake within theſe laſt 22 years, S 308 


Vor. VII. 3 Q- Previous 


Us Muthil, hk 489 


bon which a flax mill i is placed, a little eve the place where . 


from Stirling, by Crief, to Inverneſs, which runs the whole p 


Knaick, the Machany, and the Ern, over each of which 


Population, —The marriages have, "op 20 p years paſt, been, 


_ „„ Y * * 0 coat3% N _—_ _ 9 * " * 1 _ * __ 
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inereaſed very conſiderably fince the year 17 793 for at that 


In all, 2640 | 


ado 
; Provious 10 che yeur Ape, Wee the number had ce. 
5 . for the return to Dr, Webitter, about 15 vent be. 


5 Proteſtants of all 1 perſuaſion and be „ = 2843 
5 : 1 1 18. 15 
The increaſe upon the whole, therefore within theſe ba 37 Fu, is 
© 7 VV) 


The tow rapid laces has bork partly owing to the diviſion 

and ſubdivifion of farms, (which was frequently the {caſe 
- while the Perth eſtate was in the hands of the commiſſioners); 
and partly to the enlargement of the village of Muthil. 


Pilage.—In 1410, Muthil contained only about 50 or 6e 
families; but ſince that period, fo many new feus have been 
given off and built, and fo many ſmall old houſes have been 
taken down and rebuilt, upon a larger feale, that it now eon- 
fiſts of about 140 houſes and rooms, that contain ſeparate fa. 
milies; ſo that the number of ſouls, on a moderate calcula. 
tion, is upwards of 400; whereas formerly, the whole num« 
ber did not exceed 200, at the utmoſt. | 


| Profeſſions, —There are about 50 mechanics of different 
Kinds in this village; 6 ſhopkeepers, and 5 or 8 public houſ 
the reſt chiefly conſiſt of day labourers, and their families; 
widows, who have reſorted hither for the education of their 
children; and old unmarried women, who have retired from 
ſervice. There is no writer, ſurgeon, or. phyſician in the pa- 
riſh, When legal or medical aſſiſtance is needed, en 
EO made to thoſe at Crief © or Dumblane. 


Rent and Heritors.— The valued rent of the pariſh 13 
7784l. 10s, Scotch; the real rent is upwards of 40901. Ster- 
V6 


t 
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There are Iz ies many. of whom have but little 


zroperty: in the pariſh ; Mr. Drummond of Perth being pro- 


prietor of more than two thirds of it. Three of them are con- 
dant refidenters : other three have houſes, at which they reſide 
occaſionally 3 all of whom deſerve great praiſe for what they 


have done, in planting, inclofing, and otherwiſe i . e 


felds that lie around their ſeats. | 


Church, Vs he bros \ old fabric, that bas ood for 


ome centuries, and has often been repaired. It is ſaid to 


have been built by Ochiltree Biſhop of Dumblane, before the 
Reformation : The preciſe year is not known, It has how- 


ever all the marks of antiquity: The roof is ſupported by a 


double row of pillacs, with aiſles on each fide; and there isa ſquare. 


ſteeple at the weſt end; directly oppelite to which, there is in 


the eaſt end a quire, which is a narrow building, with a large 
Gothic window. Near to it, are ſtill to be ſeen the veſtiges 


ol three ſteps up to the altar. The manſe is a little out of the 
village and was rebuilt about g or 10 years ago. The glebe 
conſiſts of 8 acres, and the ſtipend is about 1c guineas*. The 
patronage is in the Crown, as coming in the room of the Biſhop 


of Dumblane. Beſides the pariſh church, there are other 


three places of worſhip, viz. a chapel of eaſe, a church of 


England meeting houſe, and a Popiſh chapel. There are alſo 
the remains of a Roman catholic church at gn and 2 


Slapel 2 miles to the ſouthward. 


3Qx | Se Bool. 


»The preſent miniſter is Mr. John Scott, who ſacceeded his father in April 
1767, whoſe predeceſſor was Mr. William Hally, the firſt Preſbyterian miniſter 
iſter the Revolution, and who, for ſeveral years after his ordination, was obliged 
to preach from a tent in the — while the Epiſcopal incumbent kept 
Palleſien of the church. 
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| Schools —There are in the petit 3 fonts, at which tho 
| 300 boys and girls are annually educated. At the parochial 
ſchool there are often about 100, many of whom come from 
diſtant parts of the country; and at each of the other two 
ſchools from 60 to 80. One of theſe ſchools has been eſta. 
bliſhed by the Society for propa gating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
with a ſalary of 121. There, 30 or 40 boys and girls 
are annually taught gratis. The other ſchoolmaſter is pre. 
| centor at the chapel of eaſe, lately built on the ſouth fide of 
the pariſh, and has a ſmall 2975 but _— 3 upon 
; the mw of his ſchool. 


Poos . a pariſh fo extenſive, where the farms are e ſmall 
and where ther. ce many day labourers and cottagers, fituat- 
| ed at a diſtance from fuel, there 1 is, as may naturally be 
ſuppoſed, a great number of poor. At preſent there are up- 
wards of 20, who receive a monthly ſupply, and perhaps 30 
more, who receive a little now and then from the pariſh funds. 
There are alſo ſome poor families, who, once a year, get what 
may ſerve to pay their houſe rent, to clothe one or more of 
their children, or to buy a few coals.—The funds conſiſt of 

the collections at the church, which amount to about zol. per 
annum: — The mortcloth dues, the rent of a few ſeats in the 
church, and intereſt of money, make about 181. or 191. more; 
to which the heritors (much t to their honour), add 20l. Sterling, 
amounting, in whole, to within a trifle of yol. Sterling; which, 
with what is given by the family at Drummond Caſtle, over 
and above Mr. Drummond's ſhare, i in common with other heri- 
tors, ſerves to keep the Poor (in that neighbourhood), at 
home, without begging from door to door. a 


Antiquities. —There are two Roman camps in the pariſh; one | 


at e and another at Ardoch; beſides ſeveral forts a 
obſervation 


t109- 
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dlervation. The camp at Strageath is Stuated on the banks 


off M uthil, 


if the Ern, near Innerpefray. Its dimenſions cannot now be 
ſrertained with any degree of exaQtneſs ; the lines and ditches. 
king completely levelled, except in a few places. But from. 
hat remains, it ſeems not to have been ſtrongly fortified. 
From its fize, too, it rea © to have * . a temporary 
{ation for a ſmall army. | | 
The camp at Ardoch, as being the wolf complete of any in 
Sotland, or perhaps in Great Britain, is entitled to a more 
urticular deſcription. Its ſituation gave it many advantages; 
being on the N. W. fide of a deep moſs, that runs a long 
may eaſtward, On the weſt fide, it is partly defended by the 
ſeep banks of the water of Knaick ; which bank riſes per- 
pendicularly between 40 and 50 feet. The north and eaſt 
ſdes were moſt expoſed; and there, we find, very particular | 
care was taken to ſecure them. The ground on the eaſt is 
pretty regular, and deſcends by a gentle {lope from the lines 
of fortification, which, on that fide, conſiſt of five rows of 
litches, perfectly entire, and running parallel to one another. 
Theſe altogether are about 55 yards in breadth. On the 
notth fide there are an equal number of lines and ditches, 
but 20 yards broader than the former. On the weſt, beſides 
the ſteep precipices above mentioned, it was defended by at 
leaſt two ditches. One 1s ſill viſible ; the others have proba- 
bly been filled up, in making the prent military road from 
dtirling to the North, | 
The fide of the camp, lying to the ſouthward, exhibits to 
the antiquary a leſs pleaſing proſpect. Here the peaſant's 
rugged hand has laid in ruins a great part of the lines; 
ſo that it may be with propriety ſaid, in the words of a La- 
tin poet, Jam ſeges oft, ubi Troja. fuit .“ However, from 
the remains yet to be traced, it appears there were alſo 3 or 
4 ditches, 


oui Silos 


5 5 ſeen. 
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| 4 ditches, which, with its natural e rendered thi 
, ſide as ſtrong and as ſecure as any of the others. The 4 en. 
tries <volling the . at right * * * e 1 * 


The area of che camp is an A0 of 140 anda, by ” 
within the lines. The General's Quarter riſes above the level 
of the camp, but is not in the center. Tt is a regular ſquare, 

each kde being exactly 20 yards. At preſent, it exhibits ei. 
dent marks of having been incloſed with a ſtone wall, aud 

contains the foundations of a houſe, 10 yards by 7. That a 
place of worſhip has been erected here, is not improbable, 
as it has obtained the name of __ Hus from time imme- 

morial. 

5 Beſides the camp ch mentioned, ſo b fortifed 

- both by nature and art, (and which is ſuppoſed to have been 

formed by Agricola, for the Roman legions under his com- 

mand, ) there are other two encampments adjoining to it, and 
having a communication with one another, containing above 

130 acres of ground. Theſe ſeem to have been defended by 

only a ſingle ditch and rampart, and probably were intended 

for the cavalry and auxiliaries. Here was room for all the 
forces, that fought under Agricola near the Grampian moun- 
tains, notwithſtanding what has been faid by Mr. Gordon, in 
his Itinerarium Septentrionale, to the contrary ; who probably 
imagined, as others have done fince, that the whole ground at Bl or 
Ardoch, fortified by the Rom, lay within the ſmall camp f n 
aàbove mentioned. pe 
It has already been obſerved, that the two * encampments Wl 5r 
had 2 communication with one another; and, that there was 2 Wl in 
ſubterraneous paſſage from the ſmall one, under the bed of 
the river, is more than probable, from a circumſtance now | 
to be mentioned. There was a Hole near the fide of the pre 
terium, that went in 2 ſlaping direction for many fathoms3 
1 


— 
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z nhich, it was generally believed, treaſures, as well as Ro- 


man antiquities, might be fonnd. In order to afcertain this 

at, a man, who had been condemned by the baron court of 
neighbouring lord, upon obtaining a pardon, agreed to be 
kt down by a rope into this hole. He at firſt brought up 
with him, from a great depth, Roman fpears, helmets, frag- 
ments of bridles, and feveral other artieles: But upon being 

kt down a ſecond time, was killed by foul air. No attempts 
have been made fince that time. 


The articles, above mention= 


el lay at the houſe of Ardoch for many years, but were all 


arried off, by ſome of the ſoldiers in the Duke of Argyll's 
amy, in 1515, after the battle of 'Sheriffamay, and could ne- 
rer afterwards be recovered. The mouth of the hole was 
covered up with a millſtone, by an old gentleman, who lived 
a the houſe of Ardach, while the family were in Ruſſia, about 
the year 2720, to prevent hares from running into it, when 
purſued by his dogs; and as earth, to a conſiderable depth, 
ms laid over the millſtone, the place cannot now be found, 
athough diligent ſearch has been made for it. 

When the: Ardoch Family returned to the country, the 
amp was uſed as paſture ground for cattle ; and, by Sir Wil- 
lam Stirling, the prefent proprietor, has been incloſed with 2 
high ſtone wall, that it may never again ſuffer by a plough- 
ſhare, He has alſo prohibited the tenants from plowing up, 
or otherwiſe demoliſhing, any part of the remaining lines or 
22mparts round the two larger camps. He has now an urn, 
petfectly entire, which was dug up near the welt fide of the 
Þretorium, or general's quarters, containing aſhes, and ſome 


mall pieces of a buman. Kull „ 
F 


* ber of fone co \ Fins, with Wees in thera, were not long ago found, 
u forming a road by the fide of the camp to the houſe of Ardoch. In a cairn, 
About a mile to the weſtward, no leſs than 182 feet in length, 30 feet in a 
lping height, and 45 feet in breadth at the baſe, there was found a ſtone of- 

fo, 


5 


- | Bia) 2 22 


Sr Caftlei——The building moſt worthy of notice 13 
the old Caſtle of Drummond, the ancient feat of the noble 

h family of Perth. It ſtands upon a rock, about a tnile to the 
| weſtward of the military road, and was built in the year 1490. 
It was unroofed and partly demoliſhed in 168g ; yet the walls 

in ſome places were fo ſtrong and entire, that a part of 
them have been lately repaired, and fitted up for a library, by 


N proprietor. The ai 2 in which the family have ad 
refill 
fin, in which there was a ſkeleton 7 feet long. The cairn lay from north to 6 g 
ſouth, and the coffin was nearly in the middle of it, with the head to the eaſt, ler 
Moſt of the ſtones have been carried away to incloſe the neighbouring farms; 
but the coffin, with a few large f ones around it, has, by order of Sir William ber 
Stirling, been preſerved. 5 beer 
There are, in ſome places, the remains of Druidical we and there aro WW e 
many ſingle large ſtones that ſtand up on end, 10, 12, and ſoine 14 feet i vor 
height. They are generally on elevated ſituations, and of a grey colour; po- 8 
chat 
fibly ſome of thoſe, celebrated by the Gaelic bard, which mark the grave of 
chief, or the place where he fell in battle: Theſe may be the ſtones of re- * 
4 nown, raiſed to the ſoul chat never melted belote, but was like the l ener 
. his fword .. plac 
I Thereisin the pariſh a Roman mold © or cauſeway, a great part of which 1 Io 
mow covered over with heath, leading from Ardoch to a fort of obſervation, "y 
called Camp's Caftle, ſituated on the top of the Muir of Orchil, the lines of which 
are {till very diſtin, There is alſo another fort of obſervation, larger, but not oO 
ſo entire as the one above mention ed, Wich! is ſituated to ms Horthward of the Wi J. 
Houſe of Orchil. | ann 


It is worthy of notice, that, cloſe. by Dad Calle, there is a ſmall I and 

rock, called Eagle's Craig, and, by the country people, Beacon Hill, from whence 
a fire in the night might be ſeen, at the diſtance of 40 or 50 miles to the calls 
ward, The top of it is flat, and covered with aſhes to a conſiderable depth. lt i a 1 
within two miles of Strageath, and may be ſeen from Camp's Caſtle, and from Wl te 
almoſt every part of a Roman road or cauſeway, running from Strageath for Wl de 
miles together, caſtward, in a ſtraight line, to the parks of Gaſk, where there 


- --. 8 
are flill the remains of a Roman ſtation, From which it is evident, that th ten 
rock has been a place of ſignals, and hence derived its name, ft 
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«ded for a century bygone, and in which it now reſides, is on the 

{me rock with the Caſtle, a little to the eaſtward. It is a 
uin building, that had ori ;ginally been intended as only a tem- 
jorary lodging, but is now enlarged, and made very conveni- 
at; and although an old houſe modernized, (like many other 

fats in the pariſh), yet its pleaſant ſituation, and its beautiful 
nd unbounded proſpe& to the eaſtward, artnet the notice - 
and the admiration of wy ſtranger. oF 


Miſcellaneous eier esd Tete are in the pariſh 5 or 
6 fills, of 40 gallons each, for making whiſky. There are 8 
neal mills of old ſtanding, and 4 flax mills, three of which have 
been erected but lately. Beſides theſe, ſince 1770, there have 
keen built in the pariſh, 5 mills for threſhing corn, 2 of which 
xe driven by water. There is alſo an oil mill, and a cotton 
york upon a ſmall ſcale.— There is 1 coach; 6 four wheeled 
thaiſes, and 1 fingle [horſe chaiſe, in the pariſh.—Since the pe- 
riod above mentioned, the prices of labour and proviſions, have 5 
ncreaſed more in proportion, than they have done in moſt other 
places ; owing partly to the number of gentlemen, that now 
rüde in the country, and partly to the thriving ſtate of the 
knantry, At that time, the higheſt wages the farmers gave 
ban able. bodied man ſervant, did not exceed 41. or at moſt 
l. Sterling; and female ſervants had from 258. to 358. per 
annum: whereas now, the men's wages are from 7l. to 1ol., 
and the women's wages from 21. 108. to 3l. 10. A day la- 
bourer ean now earn 18. per day in the ſummer, and in autumn 
s much, beſides his victuals, whoſe wages formerly never ex- 
ded the half of that ſum. Butcher meat, which could then 
de bought for 2d., is now 4d. per pound. Hens, chickens, and 
*$83 are more than double the price they were formerly; and 
len times the quantity of all thoſe articles is now uſed. The 
lrongeſt winds blow from the S. W., and the coldeſt from the 

You, VM. 3R E. and 
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E. a N. E.; - whilſt the Grampian Hills, which riſe to 2 
great height, at the diſtance of a few miles, not only fc 
from the northern blaſts, but likewiſe attract the clouds { 
often, that in many places of the pariſh, eſpecially on the banks 
of the Ern, and to the ſouthward, there is clear ſunſhine, 

while heavy ſhowers of rain and ſnow are falling chick, in n th 
z neighbouring parts, to the northward. 5 
PDpon the whole, there are few dn that have more local 
aivantages than Strathern : But, what the people, in this part 
of the country, chiefly ſtand in need of, is a coAL PIT, which, 
if they had, there would be no frtuation more agreeable, 
Good roads are now making to all the market towns; and 
large plantations of ufeful trees are faſt advancing ; which, 
in time, will pave the way to the introduction of manufic- 
tures, and will keep at home numbers of young people, (who 
at preſent are obliged to ſeek employment in diſtant parts); 
as well as afford opportunities, for the riſing generation, to ar- 
quire thoſe habits of induſtry, in early life, which may lerve 
to render them uſeful members of webe: in their riper 
years. 


NUMBER 


» As: a mill-ſtone i is faid to cover a hole or depoſit, where Roman antiquities 
| have been found, and where more may ſtill lie concealed, it appears to be uo 
way difficult, to find out the pit by the means of the mill-ſtone; and it is very de- der 
ſirable to explore it, notwithſtanding the foul air it may now contain. Fire i pro 

often cauſed by means to prove the air, Perpendicular ſhafts may be worked tog me 
very great depth, without requiring any renovation of air, by the means of pipe fe 
If, therefore, this pit contains foul air, at a {mall depth, it is, moſt probably, frau 
the nature of the ſoil, from its containing ſulphur, &c. and may be worth er. 5 
ploring, on that account. —If, when the hole is at a particular depth, it is ſup⸗ bei 
poſed to lead horizontally to a certain direction, it may be necefſarj to lab Co 
down a ſhaſt in this place, to communicate freſh air. Suppoſing the hole t be IF 
a place of depoſit, or a gallery of communication to any particular plats to 
it cannot be ſo deep, as to make the foul air a matter of much difficulty f, 
pence to get rid of.— The mouth of the hole may be enlarged. 
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NUMBER XXX. 


UNITED PARISHES OF MOY AND | 
DALAROSSIE. - 


( Count and Profuer of 22 of Moray: ) 


By the Rev. Mr. Wisi MB zan, late Min Ner of that 
ZIG: and now Minder o ALVES. | | 


Origin of the Name. 


Hk Gaelic is almoſt the only language uſed i in « theſe 
parithes, and has been ſo, as far back as tradition goes. 
The names of all the places in them are evidently of Gaelic 
lerivation, and deſcriptive of their ſituation, or ſome other 
property, Accordingly, Moy, in Gaelic, Magh, ſignifies a 
meadow or plain, which is the nature of the place; Dalaroſ- 
lie, or Dalferguſſie, is Fergus's valley. The ancient name is 
tarſach-na-gal, i i. e. the Threſhold of the Gaels, or Highlanders, 
being the paſs, by which the Highlanders entered to the Low 
Country, ſo narrow between high mountains, that a few men 
could defend it againſt numbers. It was of great conſequence 
to the proprietor in thoſe times, as he could make inroads in- 
to the Low Country, and eaſily prevent any 8 beyond 
3K 2 „ z 
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that nts. He cond likewiſe kinder any of the neighbouring 


clans from paſſing this place without his conſent. $0 ſenſible 


were they of their dependence on him, upon this account, 


that they agreed to pay him a certain tax, as often as he gave 
them permiſſion to take this road with their booty; which 
tax is ſtill known by the name of Stwic-chriach, i. e. the ſteak] 
or collop of the booty, expreſſive of the quality of this plunder, 
After the place was cleared of wood and! 


which was cattle. 
_ cultivated, it obtained the preſent name of M oy. 


of Murray. 


ee 5 


Extent and Surface, —The greateſt length of the pariſh, F 
from S. W. to N. E., is about 30 miles, and the mean breadth 
about 5 miles. This country is bleak and barren, rugged and 

mountainous, except ſmall ſtripes and ſpots on each fide off 


the river Findhorn, to be afterwards deſcribed. 


Climate and Diſeaſes —The climate is much colder here 
than in the neighbouring pariſhes, which is ſuppoſed to be oc-W 
Vegetation 
is accordingly later, than in the places that lie nearer the Mur- 
ray Frith; and the crops, in cold ſeaſons, are liable to ſufter 
by the lateneſs of the harveſt. The ſnow generally begins 
do fall about the middle of November, and frequently con- 
tinues until March or April. In the year 1782, the froſt and 


| ſnow overtook the crops of grain almoſt before any of them were 
fe ripe ; 1 | 


caſioned by the great height of the mountains. 


It came 
Into the poſſeſſion of William, the 7th Laird of Mackintoſh, inf 
the year 1336, and was conveyed to him by David Biſhop off 
The Laird of Mackintoſh, who is undoubtesf 
chief of that clan, is likewiſe captain of Clan Chattan. The ; 
Clan Chattan tonſiſted of 16 tribes, each having their own 
_ Chieftain, but all voluntarily united under the government offi 
one leader, of whom the EI Laird of Mackintoſh 1 15 the ; 
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ripe 3 and they lay buried under the ſnow till Febroary. 178 3. 
Though every poſſible exertion was made to recover them, 


jet very little was obtained. The people were in the moſt 


miſerable condition for proviſions; obliged to purchaſe them 
at a great diſtance, and at ſuch a high price, that many fa- 
milies were put on very ſhort allowance. Many were reduced 


to extreme indigence, from which they have not yet recover- 
ed. But notwithſtanding the coldneſs of the climate, the in- 


habitants are as healthy, if not more ſo, than their neigh- 
hours. They are not liable to any peculiar local diſeaſes, and 


many of them live to a very great age. Two perſons died 
laſt ſpring at the age of 93; and there are ſeveral at preſent 


in the pariſh near 90 years of age, who enjoy their ſtrength 
and faculties, very little impaired for that advanced age. 


| Soil and Produce —The cultivated ground in the pariſh 


bears but a very ſmall proportion to that which is lying waſte, 


perhaps not above a 1 5th part. But the ſoil, of what is cul- 
tivated, 1s, for the moſt part, of a very good quality, and, in 
favourable ſeaſons, produces plentiful crops. The grain 
raiſed here is chiefly black oats. Some Scotch barley and rye 

are likewiſe raiſed. All the tenants and their cottagers plant 


potatoes, which ordinarily thrive remarkably well, and make 
2 conſiderable part of their maintenance. In favourable 
years, the produce 1s nearly equal to the conſumption of the 


pariſh; but, in unfavourable ſeaſons, when the crops fail, they 
are under a neceſlity of procuring conſiderable quantities of 
grain from other places. The quantity of grain, neceſſary for 


the ſupport of the inhabitants, would require to be much 
greater, were it not that the numbers of cattle and ſheep, kept 


in the pariſh, furniſh them with fleſh and milk in aid of other : 


proviſions, 


Mode 
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5 Mode of Cultivation. Farming is carried on almoſt in the 
ſame method at preſent, that was in uſe for ages paſt ; very 
few improvements have been introduced, nor do the people 
| ſeem diſpoſed to adopt any. Inſtead of laying the whole dung 
of the farm on the barley land, according to the general cuſtom 


Wood 


in other places, it is all laid here on the ley land, which they 
break up for oats ; excepting a ſmall part of it, which is re. WM of the 
ſerved for the little barley that is ſown, and the potatoes, | tradition 
5b : „„ „„ n Mackin! 
Ploughs, Cattle, $c.—On account of the ſhortneſs of the ad call: 
_ labouring ſeaſon, the number of ploughs in the pariſh, is much through 
greater then the quantity of land would otherwiſe require, bey be. 
They are not fewer than 246, and chiefly drawn by 4 horſes Mackin 
each, and ſometimes there are two oxen along with the horſes, mixed 
The number of horſes in this pariſh is about goo ; the num- wally. 
ber of black cattle 1,800 ; and of ſheep 12,000. There is 2 ſpace o 


_ conſiderable number of each of theſe kinds of cattle ſold an- fervice 
nually, with the price of which the tenants pay their rents, | 


Riv 


and provide for themſelves all the articles that their farms do 
not furmſh.—The ſheep, upon the large ſheep farms, are of this p 
the black faced kind; but thoſe, kept by the tenants, are a one of 
croſs breed, between the large black faced, and the ſmall the Ce 
ſheep, formerly kept in the country. The wool of the large reQ1o! 
iheep is of a coarſer quality, than that of the ſmall ; the wool runny 
of the latter ſells from 108 to 188. per ſtone, Dutch weight. pales 
= | „ . 5 and F 
Wild Animals, Birds, Oc. Foxes are very numerous over all the p 
this country, and very deſtructive to the ſheep and poultry. Of bo che 
late years, a fox-hunter has been hired by the neighbourhood born, 
to deſtroy them. The pariſh abounds in polecats, otters, and le nt 
badgers, The red deer are very numerous about the ſource whic 
of the Findhorn. The woods in Moy abound with roes. As t 
tains 


Black game and grouſe are ſo plentiful in this pariſh, that 
. | . | many 
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pany gentlemen reſort toit in the ſhooting ſeafon. Cris and 
wild ducks neſtle in the iſland in the lake of Moy. Ow 
lich rock, above the river F indhorn, an n eagle has for many : 


* built her neſt. 


Mane There 3 is a 3 deal of natural waads on \ the banks 
of the river Findhorn, chiefly birch and alders. : There is a 
dition, that before this country came into the poſſeſſion of 


Mackintoſh, it was in a great meaſure over-run with wood, 


nd called the Foreſt of Strathdearn ; that it was ſet on fire 


through careleſſneſs, and deſtroyed by the inhabitants, when : 
they began to clear the ground for cultivation, —The Laird of 
Mackintoſh has very conſiderable plantations of Scotch firs 


nixed with foreſt trees; to which he is making additions an- 


zually. Theſe plantations are in a thriving way, and in A ſhort 


ſpace of time, will decorate the country, and be of very yu 
ſervice to the inhabitants. 


| Rivers —The river Findhorn takes its riſe, in the hills of 


this pariſh, from a few inconſiderable ſprings, the principal 
one of which iſſues, in a copious ſtream, from what is called 


the Cloven Stone, a large rock with a fiſſure in it. The di- | 
reQtion of this river is nearly from S. W. to N. E. After 


running for the courſe of 24 miles through this pariſh, it 
pales through thoſe of Calder, Ardclach, Edenkeillie, Dyke 
and Forres, and falls into the Murray Frith at Findhorn, in 
the pariſh of Kinloſs. 1 he whole courſe of it, from its ſource 
to the ſea, is about 50 miles. It is called, in Engliſh, Find- 


zorn, from the place at which it enters the ſea; but the Gae- 


lic name of it is Lig- earn. From thence this pariſh, through 
which it runs for the ſpace of 24 miles, is called Strathdearn. 
As this river runs, for all this courſe, between high moun- 
tains, and receives many ſtreams or rivulets in its progreſs, 

1. 
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3 riſes very rapidly, and falls at times very Cuddeaty, There meal m 
is but 1 bridge over it, through the whole of this courſe ; riſon o 
and the people at a diſtance from the bridge, having frequent necefar 
occaſion to croſs the river, often attempt to ford it in an in. WM Lairds 


proper ſtate, by which many lives are loſt. This river vinter 
abounds with a great variety of trouts; ſome ſalmon are af WM this, tl 
found in it within the bounds of this pariſh, eſpecially in ſea. or larg. 
ſons that have frequent ſpeats or floods, that enable the for the 


ſalmon to get over the rocks, which obſtruct their paſſage 
when the river is low. There are a number of lefſer 
ſtreams and rivulets in the pariſh, but none of them of ſach 
Tt ment as to deferve particular notice. 


juri{d1d 
chiefs. 
ſtand 
middle 
e 0 was ei 
: Lake, Wand, E . —The Lake of Moy is the only confider. WW lan- 
able one in this pariſh. By an actual meaſurement of it, taken 


Mi 


on the ice, its greateſt length is 11, and the greateſt breadth M 
Zof a mile. This lake abounds with charr (commonly call. | Vell 
ed red wames), and a great variety of other trouts, of differ- headat 
ent fizes and colours. About the middle of the lake there is WM of its 
an iſland, conſiſting of about 2 acres of ground. It lies N. but it 
and S., and is nearly the ſhape of a violin, At the ſouth end 

of the iſland, there are the remains of a houſe, containing 4 Pop 

fire rooms, where the Lairds of Mackintoſh reſided in times of few 3 

trouble. By an inſcription above the gate, it is ſaid to have narri 
been built in the year 1665, by Lauchlan the 20th Laird of be aſc 

Mackintoſh. Adjoining to the houſe, there is a garden, plant- late « 

ed with fruit trees and currant buſhes. It appears, by The 
; the ruins ſtill remaining, that there have formerly been very pariſt 

extenſive buildings in this iſland. The remains of a ſtreet, 
the whole length of the iſland, with the foundations of houſes, 

on each ſide, are ſtill very viſible; and in the year 1760, two 

ovens were diſcovered, each capable to contain 4 buſhels of | Vi 


meal 
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4201 ade into bread. fo the year 1422, it Satin a gar- 

ciſon of 400 men. In thoſe troubleſome times, when it was 
neceſſary to live either in fortified or inacceſſible places, the 
Lairds of Mackintoſh reſided here conſtantly, except in the 


winter ſeaſons. At the diſtance of ſome hundred yards from 


this, there is an artificial iſland formed, by heaping a parcel 


of large round ſtones upon each other. This place was uſed 
for the confinement of malefactors, before the abolition of the 
jutiſdiction power, which was veſted in the hands of the 


chiefs, When the lake was low, the criminal could ſcarce 
tand with dry feet; but after rains, the water roſe to his 
middle. Luckily, however, for the priſoner, in 24 hours he 
ws either acquitted or condemned. This place is | called 


e i. e. the _ 8 


et Well At the north + <4 the wh; than is 


well of mineral water, which is accounted ſerviceable for 


headachs, and diſorders of the ſtomach. There is no account 


of its bein g analyſed, ſo as to have its qualities aſcertained ; 
but it N to be of the chalybeate kind. 


Population —The pariſh regiſter having ha 1 a 


ſew years ago,” by an accidental fire, a liſt of baptiſms and 


marriages cannot now be made out; nor can the population 


be aſcertained in that way. The following is the reſult of a 
late enumeration, taken for the purpoſe of this ſtatement : 


The deaths are not recorded in this, or the neighbouring 
pariſhes, and n. cannot be aſcertained. | 


Vor. VIII. 48 
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Viales, Females, Tora, MM ists © 

e. at examinable perſons, 3 9 | * s ſupp 
| children under 7 years 5 1 | mat of 
of age, FFF 85 273 tors rel 


Total number of ſouls, 9 „ more t! 


| Thereturn to Pr. Webſter, in 1756, was =» - = ugg | 
N Increaſe, - i 7 5 55 20 | | Prof 
- iz her 
; 5 of Ma 
2798 1789 1790 1791 Total. Ann. Auer. tue v⸗ 

| Baptiſing, = 3. 45 3% 49 160 49 | 
| Marriages, = - 18 1% 1 45 5s "0 - 


Live of burns and MARRIAGES for the laſt four years, 


rent is 
by the: 
There hive not t hob many new houſes built for theſe ſeve. in lett] 


WY, nal years; but of late ſome parts of the pariſh, which con- arable 


tained a great number of inhabitants, have been laid out in er lun 
1 ſheep farms, which has diminiſhed the population very conſt. Beſides 
derably; and if this ſheep farming plan ſhall be extended here, 1 of the 
as is propoſed, it is thought it will occaſion. A ſtill farther (des. 
i diminution of the population. : WJ tors fr 
| Wy quant! 

Occupations —In theſe unites pariſhes, there are no towns carry i 
villages, nor manufaQories of any kind. All the inhabitants WW formi! 
are employed i in cultivatin 8 the ground, and i in tending their | tionin 
cnttle, excepting a few artificers ; z ſuch as, ſquare wrights, lable 
5 blackſmiths, weéayers, tailors and ſhoemakers, who work for 
the other inhabitants. The generality of the tenants occupf 
ſmall farms, for which they pay from 51. to 10l. Sterling of 
yearly rent. All theſe tenants have cottagers, who are em. 
ployed as ſervants and labourers by them, or follow the oc- 
cupations already mentioned v. . The number, either of te- 
| nants 


The wages of labourers are increaſed conſiderably of Jate years. About 


39 oF H ears 50, chat of an ordinary farm ſervant, e ſome perquiſites 
was 


of Moy and Dalaroſſi e. 5 07 


mots or cottagers, cannot be aſcertained with preciſion; but it 
is ſuppoſed, that the number of the former is about 200, and 
that of the latter not leſs than 3493 which, with the proprie- 


tors reſiding i in the pariſh, makes the number of houſes a few 


more than S4. | 


Proprietors; Row, Ve.—Theſe 8 are . property of 
13 heritors, all holding of ſubject ſuperiors, except the Laird 
of Mackintoſh; Five of theſe heritors reſide in the pariſh, 
The valued rent of the pariſh is 2,2 341. Scotch. The real 
rent is about roool. Sterling, and i is increaſing conſiderably, 
by ſheep farms. As paſturage is an im portant object here, 


in letting of farms, paſture ground is conſidered as well as the 


wable land; and land is let not by the acre, but by the piece, 
or Jump ; and therefore the rent per acre cannot be ſpecified. 


Befides the rent in money, cuſtoms are paid in kind by molt. 


of the tenants, ſuch as wedders, eggs, fowls, and other arti- 
ces. Perſonal ſervices are likewiſe exacted by the proprie- 
tors from their tenants ; as caſting and oarry ing home a certain 


quantity of fuel ; ſhearing a certain number of days in harveſt; 


carrying loads from diſtant parts of the country ; and per- 
forming numbers of other things, that are ſcarce worth men- 


tioning, but which are very trouble ſome to the poor people 


382 T cclgſaſticat 


liable to this treatment. 


ws from. 108. to 128. in n the half year; and a day labourer had Ad. per day, 
vith his maintenance, and 7d, without it. Now, the wages of a farm ſervant | 
s from 21. to al. 14s. in the half year; that of a labourer 64. with, and 18, 
ithout victuals, per day. The wages of a female ſervant, about 50 years ago, 
vas between Gs. and 78. ; now, from 156. to 20s. Sterling in the half year. 


Female ſervants always receive their maintenance in the family, in which they 


live; the greater part of the men ſervants have their victuals in the ſ amily, and | 


ſome receive meal in lieu of their victuals, at the rate of 6 bolls per annum 
e full grown man, and 4 bolls; of 9 ſtone Dutch weight each, to boys. 
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 Starflical Keen 


| Ecelifaftical State —This is an united pariſh, as already 605 
terved, made up of the original pariſhes of Moy and Dalarof- 
ne. There is no account, written or traditional, when the 
annexation took place; yet, in many reſpects, the pariſhes are 
diſtinct and ſeparate, though under the charge of one miniſter, 
There is ſtill a church kept up in each, in which divine ſer. | 
| vice is performed alternately. Theſe churches are 9 miles dif. 
fant from each other: the road is at all times rough, and in 
the ſtormy ſeaſon, frequently impaſſable. The church of 
Moy was built in the year 1765, and is ſtill in good repair. 


568 


The church of Dalaroſſie was rebuilt in the year 1790. Mr. 15 
5 Roſe of Kilravock i is accounted patron, and has hitherto al. _ 
ways preſented to it.— The ſtipend i is 69 l. 148. 2d., with 2 repair 
mall glebe in each pariſh. The manſe was built in the yea: ery 
: 176 Ss and has lately received ſome reparation, which has ne 
| made it tolerably comfortable.— All the inhabitants of this par & 
pariſh are of the Eſtabliſhed Church, except a few "7 IK tion b 
duals, who are of the Epiſcopal Communion, but commonly __ 
attend divine ſervice i in the pariſh church. that 1 

| de co 
Schoole—There is 4 parochial ſchool aki in this pa- 9 
riſh. The ſchool-houſe was rebuilt in 1784, in a pretty ſuf- In 
ficient manner. The ſalary is 100l. Scotch. The ſchool- pubit 
maſter is ordinarily ſefſion-clerk, by which he makes about The 
21. Tos. Sterling annually. The ſchool fees are, 18. for reading of 0 

| and writing, 18. 6d. for arithmetic, and 28. for Latin. All theſe F eren 
emoluments put together, will make about 20l. Sterling in Kher 
the year. The poor are much inclined to give a little edu- _ 
cation to their children; but ſo extenſive is the pariſh, that a mor 
very inconſiderable part of them only can fog 2ccommodated re, 
by the parochial ſchool, of th 
P 5 depa 


of Moy 21 Dalariſſe. = 


Per- There are a number oſ poor people in this paridky but | 


noſt of them do ſomething in the way of providing for their 


wh maintenance, and receive what aid can be given them 


from the pariſh funds. Theſe funds are very ineonſiderable, 
being only the weekly collections, which do not exceed ql. or 


practice of common begging is not reſtrained, many of them 
betake * to that method o nnen ne 


bo 


raſſes through this pariſh. It was made, and is till kept in 
repair, by Government. Beſides a large and uſeful bridge on 


pair at the public expence. There ate roads of communica- 


that it will take a confiderable time volore theſe roads can 
be completed. 


Inns and Meboufu There are in this pariſh 2 inns, on the 
public road, and about 32 ſmall public houſes that ſell whiſky. 
The whiſky houſes are exceedingly detrimental to the morals 
of the people, as they are ſo many temptations, in every dif- 
ferent part of the pariſh, to idleneſs, quarrelling, and many 
other vices. —[t is ſuppoled, that the coldneſs of the climate 
renders the uſe of ſpirits more neceſſary than in milder ſitu- 
ations ; but whatever may be in that, it is much to be regret- 
ted, that, inſtead of making that moderate uſe of ſpirits, molt 


depart without going to exceſs. 


Charafer 


gl. Sterling in the year. Such as are altogether incapable of 
abouring are relieved by the netghbourhood : : But as the 
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Lk ad Bridges.—The road | from Inverneſs to Perth 
the river Findhorn, there is a number of ſmaller ones on 
mis road, within the pariſh, which were built and kept in re- 


tion betwixt the different parts of the pariſh, now forming by the 
fatute labour; but there is ſo much to be done in that Way, 
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of the people, that reſort to theſe imall public houſes, ſeldom | 
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landers, continue in this place, with very little alteration. Ex- 


among the men; the women, in like manner, retain the High- 


wt 


Sto ES,  Slifical Acc! „5 "= 


| Cbaracter and Manners. inhabitants of theſe pariſhes 
; however, are, in general, ſober, peaceable, and induftrioys: 
Crimes of an atrocious nature are rare among them. The 
climate is rather unfavourable to the conſtant exerciſe of ; in. 
duſtry, as during the ſtormy ſeaſon in winter, and a great part 
of ſpring, they can do little, except taking care of their cattle ; 
but as ſoon as the ſeaſon permits them to labour without 408 | 
their exertions are very great, until the ſeed time is over, In 


(Preſ 

- ſummer, they are employed in providing fuel, which conſiſts b . 
of peats; and as the elimate is unfavourable, on the one hand, 8 
this inconvenience is in a great meaſure remedied, by the great | Jy the 


plenty of fuel in every part of the pariſh. In harveſt they are 
_ equally diligent in cutting down and ſecuring their corn, be- 
fore the bad weather ſets in.—In their manners, they are 
_ remarkably attached to old cuſtoms and practices. The lan- 
guage, dreſs, and moſt of the peculiarities of the old High- 


_ cepting the gentry, few of the inhabitants of this place ſpeak 
_ Engliſh; nor do they diſcover much inclination to acquire that 
language. The tartan plaid and kilt, and the other parts of 
dreſs peculiar to the Highlanders, are ſtill in general uſe 


land dreſs of that ſex. Their houſes are of the ſame con- 
ſtruction with thoſe of their predeceſſors for ages paſt; and they 
ſtill place the fire in the middle of the houſe, and the 1 
ily fits in the form of a circle around C 
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PARIS H OF LESLY. 


(Preſbytery of Garioch—County and Synod of Aberdeen.) 


Jy the Rev. Mr. J. HARER, Aliant to the Rev. Mr. ALEX. 
| e — * that — 


. of the * : Ye 


the etymology of which is uncertain. There is a tra- 
dition, that one Bartholemew de Leſlyn, a noble Hungarian, 


came to Scotland with Queen Margaret, about the year 1067; : 


that he was a fon of Walter de Leſiyn, who had taken his 


irname from the caſtle of Leſlyn i in Hungary, where he was 
born; and that he, or ſome of his deſcendants, having ob- 


tained a grant of certain lands in Garioch, called them by his 
own name. It is certain, that the family of Rothes were 
long proprietors of a conſiderable part of the pariſh of Leſlie“, 


and other lands in Garioch, and it is not improbable that 


the pariſh derives its appellation from them. A charter was 
granted by James II. to George, deligned Dominus de Leſiy, 
erecting 


* At that period, Lord Olammiſs was proprictor of the other part of the pariſh, 


ARE ancient and modern name of the pariſh i is Lelly; 1 
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— Statyfheal Account . 


erecting the town of Leſiy into a 60 715 of barony, with the travaga 
Privilege of a weekly market on Thurſday, and a yearly fair perplez 
at Michaelmas. Both wen, however, have long ago been neceſſa 
diſcontinued. | 


improv 


| | thence 
Sitration, Extent, Surface, Soil and Climate. — This pariſh practic 
is ſituated in the weſt part of that diſtrict of Aberdeenſhire WM induce 
called Garioch. Its length from E. to W. is about 2 com- kept in 
puted miles, and its breadth nearly the ſame. The general * 
appearance of the pariſh is rather hilly ; but theſe little hills The d 
are capable of being cultivated almoſt to their ſummits, Tue les in 
Water of Gadie, ſo ſweetly celebrated by Arthur Johnſton, in d the 
his elegant Latin poems, runs through the pariſh, from W. de gr. 
to E. and divides it almoſt into two equal parts. It i is bere bed fu 
but an inconſiderable rivulet, but abounds with ſmall trout, withot 
1 The ſoil of the lower grounds, on the ſouth ſide of the water, the par 
is a deep, ſtrong, rich mould, on a clayey bottom; ; and pro- carries 
duces good crops of bear and oats, with very indifferent cul- cies of 
ture. The lands on the north fide, are a light loamy ſoil, on zbolle 


indeed 
They 
their 

with t 
render 
Randi 
pare 
200 b 
lol. 

whicl 
earlie 
meal. 
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a bed of rock or gravel, and though they do not yield ſuch 
weighty crops, are earlier than thoſe on the ſouth fide of the 
pariſh, The air is reckoned ſalubrious, though rather moiſt: 
and the ſeaſons are ſomewhat ater than in the lower end of 
the Garioch, HE 


| F Cultivation, Gc.— The chief productions are oats, 
bear, a few acres of peaſe, turnips, potatoes, and a little hay. 
The ſpirit of improvement has not yet reached this diſtrict, 
or at leaſt in a very partial degree; and the mode of cultiva- 
tion generally adopted is wretchedly bad. The ſame method 
of tillage, and cropping the ground, ftill prevails, which was 
practiſed- perhaps 200 years ago. With the advantage of an 
excellent ſoil, a tolerable climate, and rents by no means ex- v. 
travagant 


ww 0 


ttavagant, the farmer toils on from day to day, harraſſes and 


perplexes himſelf, and, after all, with difficulty procures the : 
neceſſaries of life for himſelf and family. Though inſtances of 


improvement daily occur, and the benefits reſulting from 
thence are obvious, an obſtinate attachment to old eſtabliſhed 


practices too much prevails, and neither precept nor example will 


induce them to alter their plan. What is called i feld is conſtantly 


kept in tillage. The rotation of crops, is, bear, with dung; then 
two crops of oats, and then the land is dunged again for bear. 


The dung is laid upon the ſtubble during winter, where it 


till the oat ſeed is ſiniſhed. The dung is then ſpread, and 
the ground gets a kind of ribbing, and directly after that the 


without any dung, and then lie 5 or 6 years in paſture, except 


carries5 crops of oats. Some of the faughs are ſown with a ſpe- 
cies of black bearded oats, which will require 2 and ſometimes 
z bolls, to yield x boll of meal. A very few of the tenants are 
indeed beginning to adopt a better method of management. 
They fow a few turnips, and ſome rye-graſs and clover. But 
their great diſtance from lime and other manures, together 
with the badneſs of the roads and the ſcarcity of money, muſt 
render their progreſs in improvements but ſlow.—Notwith- 


pare annually, at an average, about 700 bolls of meal, and 
bil. An early ſpecies of oats has been lately introduced, 


meal. They are called the Peebles, or Lord Chief Baron's oats, 
and were firit imported into this country in the year 1783. 


Vor. VIII. "7 Population. 


lies in ſmall heaps, expoſed to all the inclemency of the ſeaſon, 


ed furrow. The outfields or faughs carry 4 crops of oats 


the part on which the cattle are folded upon during ſummer, which 


landing this wretched method of cultivation, the pariſh can 
200 bolls of bear; a clear evidence of the goodneſs of the 


which are likely to be of great benefit. They are a fortnight 
earlier, than the common oats, and produce fully as much 
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Population. —The former and preſent ſtate of the populaticn 
of this pariſh is exactly ſtated, along with the rent and ſeye. | 
ral Mur particulars, * in the TIO table : 


STATISTICAL TABLE of the Pari of LESLY. 


* 


| Number of foul e e fats - 


ditto in 1792, 392 


Doe win Gt 10 Nen 36 
Population in 1755, 1 319 


| Increaſe within theſe 40 years, — 94 | 


Number of marriages during the 
laſt 10 years, 36 
Births, males 49, 9 1 
females 46, 
Deaths 33 


. 


—— males - 
—— {cmales, 5 „ 208 


— jerſons under 10 years 


of age = 82 


| — — do. between 10 and 


1% 6 


— — de. between 20 and 


* Viz. Colonel Hay of Rannes, and William Forbes Leith, Eſq of Whitehaughs 


| Statj ical Account 


| Nuwber 4 e of « Ea 


”% 


— do. W 8 50, i Rag 72 


| bliſhed Church, - 38 


Proprietors.” non re- 


ſid ing, = 2 | ; 
2M Clergymen, - 1 
| — Scheolmaſters, 


1 
— Farmers above Fol. 
EOS TOO ET 
- ditto under 5ol., - 24 
—— $hopkeepers, OE 
—— Smiths - 1 
——— — Carpenters, - 4 
—— cy, - - 7 4 
— Tailors, „ 
— M.illers, „„ 


——— Male farm ſervants, - 39 


Female ditto. 25 


Annual income (col- 


lections, ſeat rents, &c. ), 61, f | 


| Number 


Roman Catholics, - 4 


% 
Capital of their funds, 140], 


Number 


Number 


Ma, 
; a CO 
are en; 
ferent 

ſtockir 
has be 


rod. t. 


and K. 
9009 | 


| Werag 


* 0f 
16s, or: 
1770 
| The 
borſes ar 
generally 
in the Pe 
then car 
in ſumm 
ide fary, 
\ Th, 


Shy 676 


aber of b Young perſons n | Number of acres of Moſs, „ 6 
Engliſh, Writing, ——— Carts 60 


Kc. 5 8 


— acres of | arable | | Valued rent, in Scotch 


ground, 1668 money, L. 1533 0 I 


— do. meadow, or pa= Real rent, anno 1792 S. 700 0 0 


| | VALUE OF STOCK. | „ 
Number of horſes, - 120, valued at L. 8 o o each Total I.. 880 0 o 
— black cattle, 580, ——— 3 © 0 —— : — 1740 
— ſheep, 1 O — — 300 © © 


O 
e 


| Total value of Rock, - 15 2920 o © 


be Ge. The only manufacture, enrriedon here, 
3s a coarſe kind of ſtockings, in which almoſt all the women 


xe engaged, The woot is diſperſed over the country by dif- 


ferent manufacturers in Aberdeen, whoſe ſervants collect the 


fockings, and pay for the Knitting. This branch of trade 


has been of very great benefit to the diſtri. They get from 
10d, to Is. for knitting each pair; and a good hand will ſpin 
and knit 3 pairs a week. It is computed, that there are about 
9000 pairs manufactured annually in this pariſh, which, at an 
| 5 bring 1 in about gool. 


3 T 2 Ecclf 5 


* Of theſe there are 600 acres of good croft, er infield, which let, at an average, at 


16s, or 187. per acre. The outfield, ſome of which is very poor, lets at 45s. 
# Beſides a pretty large extent of heath and. ſbecp paſture. 


| Theſe ploughs are drawn by 8, 10, and ſeme by 12 oxen; and 5 or 6 drawn by | 


horſes and oxen, or co tus, yoked together. The ploughs are of the old Scotch kind, and 
teverally of a very bad conſiru#tion. There tis only I plough, drawn by a pair of horſes, 
in the pariſh. In the year 1752, there was nct one cart in the pariſh, The inhabitants 
ben carried out their farm dung in creels on horſes backs, and brought home their fuel 
n ſummer in the fame manner. This Javenly bradtice is now almoſt entirely laid aſide, 
ive farmers bawmng all got carts. 


\ The price of meal is here computed at Tos. Per boll, 


Ploughs f. - 22 
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 Feekefrafical State and W -Geben Hay of W is pa. Dif 


tron. The value of the living, excluſive of the manſe, and a glebe nervo1 


of 5 acres, is 104 bolls meal, 2+ bolls bear, and 51. 1s. 2/44, 
| beſides the vicarage tithes of a part of the pariſh, which will 


tory f 
are ge 
rheun 
to per 
and th 
diet tl 


amount to about 41. per annum. The manſe was built in 1) 32, 
and is now rhinous ; but the heritors have agreed to build « 
commodious new one in 1993. The church is old, but in 
very good repair, — The encouragement for a ſchoolmaſter 
| here is very poor. The ſalary is only 43 bolls of meal, and 


x1. 138. 4d. being the intereſt of a half years vacant ſtipend Fu 
bequeathed by the family of Leithhall. Notwithſtanding which, them 
the preſent ſchoolmaſter has remained in this office ſince the | bour i 
year 1745, and is . ſatisfied and Folitentoy with oned 
his lot. ways 
. SO fr Ree 1 and th 
Poor. —Beſides the poor upon the roll, who receive public Wl nut 
charity, a few others get occaſional ſupplies. None belong- caſtle 
ing to the pariſh are permitted to beg. This however does price, 
not prevent a number of vagrants, from other places, ſtroll- The « 
ing about and extorting alms from the inhabitants, and often ways 
pilfering what they can lay their hands upon. The funds be- on co 
longing to the poor, above ſtated, are lent out at intereſt. The | ceive 
greateſt part of it was mortified by Mr. William Watſon, and peopl 
Mr. William Forbes, both miniſters of Leſly. In the year 15 ont 
1782, very little encroachment was made upon the capital | 
belonging to the poor; for though they were pretty numer- M1 
cus, and proviſions very dear, yet they were liberally ſup- there 
plied ; the Rev. Mr. Stewart having generouſly lent money to greer 
the kirk-ſeſſion, without intereſt, for purchaſing meal to the coun 
poor ſort of inhabitants, which was ſold out at a reduced but 
price; and to thoſe who could not afford to purchaſe, it was Wrot 


| given gratis, 


vl, 


Diſaſer—The oſt 0 common diſeaſes are an of the ow 
nervous kind ; theſe are not often fatal. Sometimes inflamma- 
wry fevers, attended with putrid ſymptoms, appear, which 
tre generally very dangerous. Many are likewiſe ſubject to 
meumatic complaints, and a ſcrophulous taint of the blood ſeems 
to pervade a pretty large proportion, of the inhabitants of this 
and the neighbouring diſtricts, owing perhaps to the poor low 
diet they uſe, and the cold damp huts they inhabit. 
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Fuel. The fuel here uſed is peat and turf; neither of 
them good in their kind. This fuel, from the time and la- 
bour it requires, in the beſt part of the ſummer, may be reck- 
ned expenſive i in the moſt favourable ſeaſons, and has al- 


— — — 
8 8 — 
5 
- 2 . yy 4+ 
hy 2 : 5 8 


ways been found to retard the improvement of every country, 
and the advancement of manufactures, eſpecially where manure 
muſt be brought from a diſtance, Could coals from New- 


h th 


altle or Sunderland be got during ſummer, at a moderate 
price, the advantage to this diſtrict would be conſiderable. 


* — 
1 
* 


The expence of freight and charges of importation muſt al- 
ways affect this part of Scotland: But were the heavy duty 
on coals removed, the revenue of the kingdom, would ſoon re- 


ceive, from the increaſing population and proſperity of the 
pcople, much more than it ever can derive from a tax, which 
is one of the greateſt obſtacles to . advancement. | 
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H1imerals.—TIn ſeveral places, on the fouth fide of the pariſh, 
there is a kind of jaſper, or amyanthus, found. It has a 
greeniſn kind of tinge, with grey ſtreaks interſperſed. The 
country people make ſnuff boxes and other trinkets of it ; 
but no quarries have been opened, nor blocks of any ſize 
wrought, 
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Antiquities, &c.—With regard to antiquities, this Pariſh has 
little to boaſt, The remains of two Druidical temples ſtill appear, 


but neither of them are very entire. At the head of the Den 


of Chapletown, on the eaſt fide of the road, leading from 
Leſly to Alford, there is a place called the Four Lords“ Seat, or 
 Latthe John's length. It is a ſmall circular, artificial hollow, 
about 5 feet diameter, and 3 or 4 feet deep. Tradition reports 
that four different proprietors met at that place, and dined to- 
gether, each of them fitting upon his own ground. The four 
| proprietors are ſaid to have been, the Lord of Leſly, Lord 
 Glammiſs, the proprietor of Putachie, and the Biſhop of Aber. 
deen. A little to the ſouthweſt of this place, there are ſome 
veſtiges of an encampment, in ſeveral places, the foſſee is very 
diſtin, and in others almoſt quite filled up. A little to the 
Weſt of this encampment, there are a good many cairns or 
tumuli. One in particular, larger than the reſt, is called coc#'s 


cairn. None of them have been opened. There is a tradition, 
that a battle was fought here, but when, or by whom, 1 Is quite 


| uncertain. 


© CharaSer— The inhabitants are a ſober, honeſt, decent, 


well behaved ſet of people; ſome of them active and in- 


duſtrious: They are humane and charitable, friendly and hol- 
pPitable. Many of them are well informed in the principles 
of religion, and are pions without oſtentation. There arc 


no particular vices, to which they are generally addicted. 


Capital crimes are unknown. They enjoy the comforts of 
life in as great a degree as their neighbours of the ſame 
rank, and ſeem to be ent well ſatisfied with their con- 
dition. 


| 
Advantages and Diſadvantages. — This pariſh, though the 
foil in general be excellent, and the climate tolerable, yet la- 
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hour under ſeveral great diſadvantages, | Its Giftarice from 


market, being 30 miles from Aberdeen, the neareſt ſea port, 
is none of the leaſt conſiderable. Thither the ſuperflous pro- 
duce of the lands muſt be carried, through roads execrably bad. 
The diſtance from lime, too, fo neceſſary to the farmer, is 
another great obſtacle to improvement. The ſcarcity of ſer- 
vants, and the high wages they now demand, are allo grieve 
ances, but by no means peculiar to this pariſh*, In a word, rent, 
the price of labour, and every article neceſſary to a farm 
is greatly raiſed to the huſbandman, while the value of the | 


produce of his fields continues pretty much the ſame. Cattle 
is the only ſtock whoſe value 1s increaſed ; but: this pariſh 
does not rear many. | 


houſes ; by encouraging induſtry and improvements of every 


ſtatute labour, at leaſt in the manner, in whichlit is conducted 
in this diſtrict. It diſtreſſes the people, but is of no advantage 
to the public. A patriotic zeal, for improving the roads, 


Jl. per annum; none are now to be got under 61. At that period, the beſt 


earned 4d. a day; now from 6d. to 8d., befides victuals. Should ſervants 
Wages continue to increaſe, for a few years, in the ſame proportion as they 


Paſs, 


Propoſed GE aa theſe diſadvantages, however, 
might in a great meaſure be overcome, by granting longer 
leaſes to the tenants ; by releaſing them from thirlage to mills, 
and ſervices of every kind; by aſſiſting them to build better 


kind; and, above all, by attending more to the ſtate of the 


public roads. The inhabitants perform the ſtatute work up- 
en the highways ; but good roads will never be made by 


ſeems, 
* About 20 years ago, the wages of a common male farm ſervant were about 


lhearer, in harveſt, got 11, ; the common wages now are 2l. A day labourer then 


have done ſince 1783, the conſequences muſt be, either the rent of land 
muſt fall, or the tenant become bankrupt, aud the lands be turned inte 
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520 Slatiſtical Account 
| ſeems, however, now to animate the gentlemen of this county. 
The proprietors of land, in the neighbouring diſtrict of Alford, 
| have ſet on foot a plan, for making an excellent road by ſub. 
- ſcription, from that part of the country to Aberdeen, which, 
when finiſhed, will be of the greateſt utility; and, it is to be 
| hoped, the gentlemen of Garioch, will imitate fo laudable an | 


example. 
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PARISH OF HAWICK. 


(Count * 5 Roxburgh—Preſbytery of Tedburgh—Synod of . 


M. erſe and W 


By the Rev, Mr. RoBERT GLA x. 


| | Name, : E vtent, and Appearance. | 
eee of names is generally matter of oonjecture. 


Hawick may be derived from the Celtic, ha, a manſion, and 


wic, the crook or conflux of rivers ; or from the Saxon, 5465 


the ſame with our halved, and wick, a common termination 
for a village, ſuppoſed to be formed from the Latin vica. To 
either of theſe derivations its ſituation agrees; as the river 
Teviot waſhes the fide of it towards the north, and the ſmaller 
river, Slitridge, divides it nearly into two equal parts, —The 


pariſh i is of conſiderable. extent, being about 15 miles long 


tom W. to E. and 44 broad, The general appearance is hilly : 


None of the hills, however, are of any remarkable ſize; they 
ae moſtly green, and afford excellent paſture ſox ſheep, 
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Void, Manure, and Rent. —The foils of the parich a are vari. 

ous. The haughs, or vallies, are compounded of loam, gravel 
and ſand, indifferent proportions. On rifing grounds between 
the vallies and hills, there is loam, with here and there a 
: mixture of gravel, On the hills, the ſoil varies accord. 
ing to fituation, being in ſome places light and dry; in 
others ſoft and ſpungy ; and in others wet and ſtiff. In ſome 
farms, there are moſs and heath, though in ſmall quantities, 
The ſoil of the vallies, and of the riſing grounds contiguous 
to them, though not deep, is far from being unfertile; for, 
under proper culture, it produces plentiful crops of oats, bar. 
ley, turnips, potatoes, clover, and rye-graſs: and, when laid 
into graſs, in proper condition, affords excellent paſture for 

| ſmall cattle and ſheep. The ſoil of the hills i is perfectly a- 
dapted to the breeding of ſneep. The quantity of arable land 
is inconſiderable, compared with that which is ſuitable for 
paſture only.— The manure chiefly uſed is dung, collected in | 
the town, and at the different farms. There is alſo marle in 
different parts of the pariſh, which is uſed ſucceſsfuly on land 
in paſture, as well as in tillage. Its effects have not been tried, 
upon land appropriated to the breeding of ſheep ; ſome ima- 
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1 5 Trees and Sheep. — This pariſh does not produce any veget- | ever 
able or trees, but ſuch as are to be found in other parts of 


Scotland. Upon the banks of rivers and rivulets, and upon WM C. 
the ſides of hi the hazel, birch, hawthorn and grey willow, oats j 
_ ſpring ſpontane uſly, when defended from the ſheep ; à proof of © 
that, at a'former period, the country has been more covered | May, 


with wood than at preſent, Neither does the pariſh produce WI upon 
„ any 


of Howich, 5 $523 


y animals that are uncommon. The mel of che Ire „ 


the lightneſs of the fore quarter, about 20 years ago an at- 
until it was found, that the quality of the wool was thereby 
deteriorated. Judicious farmers now ſtudy to improve the 
for breeding, without introducing a foreign mixture; and to 


enlarge the ſize and render the wool finer, by increaſing the 


this laſt purpoſe, keeping a leſs ſtock, and draining of boggy 
or marſhy land, are reckoned of great ſervice, and attended to 
by good managers. Turnips and broad clover have not been 


n abundance, In ſmearing, a much greater proportion of 
never had a good effect. 


Cultivation, Climate, Produce, Sc. The time of ſowing 
vats is from the beginning of March to the enof; April; that 


May. The practice of ſowing barley by the middle of April, 
upon land that has been thoroughly prepared the preceeding 
302 ſummer, 


value, and chiefly attended to, is the ſheep : By far the great= 
ſt part of the pariſh is occupied in breeding them. The 
mmber may be about 8000. They are of the long white 
need kind, which bears the ſhort clothing wool, ſomewhat 
inferior in fize, as well as in fineneſs of wool, to the ſheep of the 
Cheviot Hills. Having been thought defective in ſhape, from 


tempt was made to improve it, by means of rams of a breed 
tighly eſteemed in England. The experiment was repeated, 


ſhape of the breed, by ſelecting the beſt lambs of both ſexes 


ſhelter upon their farms, by affording their flocks plenty of 
food, and by rendering their paſture ſweeter and better. For 


piven to ſheep, in this pariſh, except for fattening them; al- 
though this practice prevails much in other parts of the coun-, 
ty of Roxburgh. But rye-graſs is eſteemed a good ſpring 
food, where the ſituation of a farm admits of its being raffed 


butter is uſed than formerly; i but the total diſuſe of tar has 
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of ſowing barley, from the beginning of April to the end of 
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ſummer, by fallow or a green crop, begins to gain ground, 11 


3s thought, that barley ſown thus early, is not ſo liable to 


ſuffer from drought, as when ſown in the middle or end of | 


May ; that the orop is ſooner ready, and the grain larger and 
better ripened. In favourable ſeaſons, September is the har- 
veſt month, But if the weather 15 bad, barveſt is not over 
till the middle or end of October. This is not altogether to 
be attributed to climate ; but in ſome meaſure to a practice 


that {till prevails, of ſowing great quantities of oats upon high 8 


lands, which nature ſeems to have intended for paſture only, 
There is a conſiderable variety of climate in the pariſh, In 
the town of Hawick, and its immediate neighbourhood, the 
weather is often mild, when it is cold and ſharp a few miles 
a diſtant. In the winter ſcaſon, ſnow, on the high parts of the 
pariſh, is often deep, while near the town there is none. The 


Proviſions produced in the pariſh, are more than ſufficient for 
the ſupply of the country part of it, but not equal to the con- 


fumption of the town of Hawick. On this account, there is 2 
conſtant importation from the neighbouring pariſhes of meal, 


paricy for malt, butcher meat, butter, cheeſe, poultry, &. 
be 


* The wages generally given to ſervants are, 


| To: a plowman and other ſervants employed in Ne with 


bed, board, &c. per annum, — by. „ L. 70 O 
To ditto, without bed and board. = 'm 
To a ſhepherd, on a farm where the maſter reſides, . - 14 0 0 
To ditto, upon a let farm, =» — 8 Mc — 18 0 © 
To a maid, for milking ewes from Whitſunday to Lammas, „„ 1 .. 
To a man, hired through the whole corn harveſt, with victuals, 1 5 9 
Jo a woman, ditto, e ns — 5 o 13 © 

| To a maid ſervant, for taking care of cows in the houſe, per annum, 3 $:4 
To a domeſtic maid ſervant, ditto, - dee of en ring 3 
To a labourer, from Martinmas till Candlemas, per day, - o 010 
— —— through the remainder oſ the year, ditto, - =- 1 
—— Ho in hay and corn harveſts, = ditto, „5 7 
| | 10 


/ 


The number of ploughs in the country part of the pariſh, i is 
about 30 at preſent, though they have not all full employment. 
The Scotch plough is moſtly in uſe; but ſome farmers uſe it 


with the Engliſh mould board. The number of carts is about 
60, of which 50 may belong to farmers and carters, reſiding. 


moſtly 1 in 6 town, 


; Wiewwing Machine —The: winnowing machine, or corn 
fanner, from the beſt information, made its firſt appearance ia 


Hawick. Accounts, well authenticated, ſtate, that Andrew 


Redger, a farmer on the eſtate of Cavers, having a mechanical 
turn, retired from his farm and gave his genius its bent; and, 
probably; from a deſcriptiou of a machine of that kind, uſed 
in Holland, in the year 1737, conſtrudted the firſt machine fan 


employed in this kingdom. In the year 1740, he ſent many of 
them into the northern parts of Northumberland. The prin- 
eipal farmers there, in the courſe of that year, purchaſed and 
uſed them; and Mr. John Greigſtone alone, then farmer at 


Wark, got 6 for his own uſe. The deſcendapts of Andrew 
Rodger, reſiding in Hawick, at preſent ſupply the whole coun- 


try around, and continue to ſend many of them into Northume. 


berland. They ſell them from 2 to 3 guineas, and make and 
diſpoſe of about bo every year“. 


Tor women for reaping, = 9 8 Per day, Iu 2 
— for hay making, = —— „ 
To maſons and carpenters in winter, - ditto, — 9 80 


2 0 
A 


— po — — | in ſummer, 9 ditto, =— = o 


6 

8 Mr. Marſhall, in his Rural Economy of Yorkſhire, vel. 1. page 283, ſays, 
about the year 1755, © my father made a machine fan, from a model ſhewn 
him, with ſome improvements. This was the firſt, that was made in the Gife 
* tric, and perhaps the firſt that was made in England.” From the above 
account, it appears, that, long before the period mentioned by Mr. Marſhall, 
they were in uſe in the northern parts of Northumberland. The facts can 
be atteſted by ANTHONY GREIGSTONE, Eſq. of I.owlin, in the county of 
Parham, | 
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526 155 Statiftical Account 
25e Nen Howick 1 is a burgh of barony, independent of 
the lord of erection; and has exiſted free from a very early 
period. But the rights and documents of the burgh being 
loſt and deſtroyed, during the inroads of the Engliſh plund. 
erers, a charter was granted, in the year 1545, by James Doug. 
las of Drumlanark“, confirming to them ſuch rights and lands 
ns they formerly held. This charter is confirmed by another, 
granted by Queen Mary in May 1545.—lIn conſequence of theſe 

__ charters, the burgeſſes elect their own magiſtrates annually, 
There is a ſtanding council; in conjunction with which, the 
magiſtrates manage the town s affairs. The whole conſiſts of 
31; viz. 2 bailies, 15 of a ſtanding council, who continue 


for life, if not legally diſqualified, and 2 called quarter maſ- 
ters, from each of the incorporations. The incorporations are 4, 
__ viz.weavers, tailors, hammermen, ſkinners, fleſhers, ſhoemakers, 


and baxters. A treaſurer and ſurveyor of weights, meaſures 


and markets, are annually choſen by the council. The clerk 
is elected by the burgeſſes at large, and generally continues in 
office during life. The magiſtrates receive reſignations and 


grant infeftments in the town. The ſaſines are recorded in 


the general or particular regiſter for ſaſines, as they have not, 


like royal burghs, a record for the town's ſaſines. They ex- 
pede ſervices, cognoſce heirs, and pronounce decreets in civil 
cauſes, to any extent on which hornings and captions paſs. 


Hawick poſſeſſes all the privileges of a royal burgh, except 


that of ſending a repreſentative to Parliament, for which it 


In this charter, one article may be noticed. One James Blair was taxed 
with © one penny of the kingdom of Scotland, upon the ground of his half par- 
ticate, for finding and furniſhing one lamp, or pot, of burning oil, before the 
altar of the pariſh church of Hawick, in time of high Maſs and veſper prayers, 
all holy days of the year, in honour of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and praying 


for the ſouls of the barons of Hawick, the founders of the . and their 
lucceſſors . 
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need not repine; as it is thereby freed from many temptations 
to idleneſs and diſſipation, to 
burghs, by their politics, are often ſubjeQed. 


Revenue, Market, *c.—The common, belongin 8 to the town, 


was formerly very extenſive; but ſome of the ſurrounding 
heritors, claiming a preſcriptive right of paſturage, 6 parts of 
20 were allotted to them. | The tow n's ſhare now amounts 


to about 850 acres, beſides ſome places in its imme- 
diate neighbourhood, which fell not under the diviſion, 
Previous to this diviſion, the cattle belonging to the bur- 
gefles paſtured over the whole common; and this town 


had no revenue, except what aroſe from the dues, or entry» 
money of burgeſſes, which was inconſiderable. Since the 
diviſion, the whole common is incloſed, and about 250 acres 
let in one farm, beſides other detached pieces, with ſeveral 
The revenue, ariſing from theſe, 
and what is exacted for paſturing the burgeſles cattle, now 


areas feued for building. 


amount to x30l; and ſtill common ſufficient remains to paſture 
theſe cattle. No part of the town's revenue is ſpent in eat- 


Ing and drinking, except a trifle at the King's birth-day, and 
the election of the magiſtrates. The magiſtrates and council 
lately erected a neat council houſe, brought water into the 
town in leaden pipes, and paved the ſtreets anew. The Duke 


of Buccleugh, who draws the cuſtoms of the town, contribut- 
ed gol. towards building the council houſe, aud paid half of 


the expence of paving the ſtreets. There is a weekly market | 


and 4 fairs, beſides a tryſt, eſtabliſhed, within theſe few years, 


for black cattle, &c. in October, between Falkirk tryſt and 


Newcaſtle fair, which promiſes to ſucceed. 


ManufaGtures.—Notwithſtanding the diſadvantages of diſ- 
tance from fuel, and an extenſive land carriage, manufactures 
” are 


which the inhabitants of royal = 
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are carried on dere with coridareble ſpirit and fuckels. Beverd 


| branches are now eſtabliſhed ; but the moſt conſiderable are 


carpets, inkle, cloth, and ſtockings. The carpet manifactur: 
was eſtabliſhed in the year 17 52, and has, fince that time, been 
under the management of Mr. WILLIAM ROBERTSON, now a 
partner. For ſome years, it was aided, by a bounty of 18. per 
ſtone on all the wool manufactured, from the board of Truf. 


dies for improvements in Scotland. The preſent proprietors, 
| fince the year 1780, beſides Scotch carpets, have manufacture 


ſeveral other articles in the woollen line; ſuch as ſerges for 


carpet covers, plain cloths for table covers, ruggs, collar checks, 
The quantity of wool 
manufactured laſt year, was about 220 packs“ of laid and white 
Women are employed to ſpin theſe in their o- P 


with other articles uſed by ſadlers. 


wools. 
houſes, receiving from the ſtorehouſe one ſtone at a time. The 


number of people, employed i in the different branches of this 
manufacture, laſt year, ſeems to have been 362.— The inkle | 
manifacture was begun in the year 1783. The only branch 
pet attempted is common linen tapes and twiſts. In theſe 
two articles, there are annually conſumed 10 tons of linen 


varn; of which one half is ſpun at home, and, when the 
price of flax is moderate, the whole of it. 
people employed in ſpinning the flax cannot be aſcertained, a 


conſiderable quantity being ſent to diſtant villages, at a time, 
to a perſon appointed to give it out in ſmall quantities. The 
© This manufaQure, | 
which is yet in its infancy, was likewiſe aided for a few years, 
by the Board of Truſtees for Improvements and ManufaCtures | 
in Scotland, The flocking manufacture was eſtabliſhed by 
Mr. Jonx Nixox, in the year 1780. For 4 years he was | 
employed chieky in making ae, for people who furniſhed | 


other people employed may amount to 65. 


their 


„A pack is 12 ſtones; 241b, of white, and 25 Alb. of laid woo), to the tons, 


The number of | 


The 
Jpin i 
gun i 
lumec 
manu 
to 58. 
the n 


of Hawick, 


manufactured, on his own account, different articles in the 


hofiery line; to a conſiderable extent. From his books, he 


appears to have manufactured the following quantity of hoſe ; 


Coloured and white bai wool hoſe, „ 3505 pairs. 
Cotton, thread, and worſted hoſe. 394 do. 


4099 
The puinher of people employ ed, are, mn | 
Frame work knitters, - — * 13 men. | 
| Spinners, J Te ey” = =- 4% women. 
Scamers, doublers, and twinets, =» - - 8 
A forenian; EE 5 % On ng Rs 


65 


The wool is given out to women, in ſmall quantities, who 
ſpin it in their own houſes“.— The cloth manufacture was be · 
gun in September 1787. The firſt year, this manufacture con- 
ſumed only 10 packs of wool ; laſt year, upwards of 40 were 
manufactured. The cloth, which is narrow, is fold from 28. 


to 58. per yard, to merchants in different ſea port towns in 


the north of Scotland. The number of perſons eyed, is, 


Weavers, = © „ Mw" - 5 
Spinners, N employed, - „„ Wet OS | 
OY, OR IRE ß „„ 
J Oo ee po IST 


4 
"2 
Petfons employed in machinery in the ner, 3 4 


Vor. VIII. 3 X ; |  Nurfery 


The miaufaure of ſtockings was originally begun * Bailie John Hardie, 
in the year 1771. He employed 4 looms; which, at an average, produced 


annually about 2,400 pairs, moſtly of the coarſer kind. He ſeems to have been the 
brſt, that introduced this buſineſs into this country; and, by perſons taught in 
his ſhop, it has been planted in Wooler, Kelſo, Jedburgh, Langholm, Melroſe, 
and Selkirk, From family diſtreſs he abandoned it, after carrying it on for 
Io fears, when it was taken up by Mr. Nixen, 
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heir own materials, called czſtom work. Since 178 5; he has 
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| Nurſery and PR TORI this pariſh there is a confiteratty 

nurſery carried on by the Meſſrs. Dickſons. This nurſery wag 
firſt eſtabliſhed at Haſſendean Burn, in a neighbouring pariſh, 
in the year 1729. 
ing all occupied, in 1766 they feued land in Hawick, amount- 


ing to 36 aeres, to extend their buſineſs. Theſe two nurſeries 
_ contain all Kinds of fruit and foreſt trees, flower plants, and 


roots, and flowering ſhrubs, that are naturalized to this coun- 


try; beſides a great collection of exotic plants. The demand 


for theſe articles of nurſery is eonſiderable; for, beſides ſupplying 


all the adjoining country, and ſeveral other parts of Scotland, 


they are ſent to many places of Northumberland, Cumberland, 


| Weſtmoreland, North Wales, Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Yorkſhire, 


Kc. At ſome ſeaſons, there are 50 people employed in the 


155 nurſery grounds; but, at an average, 30 are employed the 
whole ſeaſon.— Some people here make it their employment, 
to buy up eggs in the neighbouring counties, and carry them 
to Berwick, taking fome weeks to the amount of 1 5ol., and, at 


an average, of gol. per week through the year. Others are 
entirely oceupied in collecting ſheep ſkins, both white and tar- 


red, in Dumfries-fhire, Tweeddale and Selkirkſhire, Part of | 


them are manufactured in Hawick, and the reſt fold in quanti- 
ties to the ſkinners in Kelſo and Galafhiels. The perſons, 


Who colle& the ſkins, through the ſheep countries, likewiſe | 
buy up coarſe linen yarn; which, together with what is made |} 


in Hawick and its neighbourhood, (not uſed in our manufac- 
tures), is ſent to Kendal, Glaſgow, Stirling, Leith and Aber- 
deen. 
Jews which he ſells at theſe markets, 


Church ant Poor. — The Duke of Buccleugh is patron of 
the pariſh, The living conſiſts of gil, 13s. 44d., 16 bolls 


meal, 20 bolls barley, the vicarage tythes of a ſmall part of 
4 | th 


The ground there, fit for the purpoſe, be. 


One perſon gets about 200 packs of wool ſpun into 
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e of & Howick. 5 31 
the pariſh, a ls and pardon; and a gebe of 15 "Engliſh acres. 


Befides the Eſtabliſhed Church, there are two meeting-houſes ; 


2 Burgher and an Antiburgher. The diſtance of many places, 


in this and the adjacent pariſh of Cavers, from the pariſh 
churches, induced the inhabitants there to erect a chapel of 


eaſe, In this place, under the direction of the miniſters of 


Hawick and Cavers, a chaplain performs divine ſervice ; 
partly paid by the Duke of Bucclengh, and partly by the 
miniſters and the people; but the aſſiſtant not being in or- 
ders, little burden is thereby taken from the miniſters. he 
number of poor, at preſent receiving weekly aſſiſtance, is 
110: for their ſupport, the neritors &c. aſſeſs themſelves to the 


amount of 370l. per annum“. 


Pabelasin.— The number of fouls 3 in i this pariſh, from an 


accurate ſurvey, are, 


ſa the town of Hawick, 2320 Married perſons, - 970 


— — 


la the country, = „ 60 Perſons under 10 years, 600 


Males, = 1378 28 3 10 od 20 618 
Females, 13550 — 
The n 1755, was, 2713 —— 50 and 0, 423 

— — 70 and 100, 73 


Increase, 2415 ; — 
— Total, - 2928 


There- is no exact regiſter kept of marriages, baptiſins or 


burials. | 
3 X 2 | : Inundation. 


Beides this proviſion for the poer, a number have aſſociated, under the 
title of The Friendly Society, to ſupport themſelves in the time of ſickneſs, or un- 


der the infirmities of old age. The members pay a trifle at their admiſſion, and 48. 


annually; and for this, when reduced by ſickneſs er age, they receive 3s. per 


week; at the death of a member, his wife receives II. 10s., and a member, at. 


the death of his wife, II., to defray the funeral expences.. Baſides thoſe who are 


the immediate objects of this aſſociation, the ſociety confiſts of many of the 6+ 


ſpectable inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, 
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1” Itwhdation The town of Hawick, ang not fubjea to 


inundations, has every reaſon to be afraid of them. It ſtands | 
at the conflux of the rivers Slitridge and Teviot, which, after 


great rains, or the diſſolving of the ſnows on the adjacent hills, 
riſe ſeveral feet upon the houſes immediately ſjtuated on their 
banks. A remarkable one happened in Auguſt 1767. Slit 
ridge then roſe to an aſtoniſhing height, occaſioned by a cloud 
burſting at its ſource. It began to riſe at 4 o'clock in the 


afternoon, and continued to increaſe till paſt 6, when it was 
- 22 feet above its uſual level. 


It marked its progreſs with de. 
ſtruction. Part of the ſurface of the hill, where the cloud fell, 


| floated into the river. Corn and cattle, with every thing on | 


its banks, were born away by the torrent, In Hawick, its 
| flevaſtations were great; 15 dwelling-houſes, and a corn mill, 
were carried off, and the rock ſwept ſo clean, that not a bit 


of rubbiſh was left to tell where they ſtood. At the height of I 
the flood, a maid ſervant, belonging to a merchant, recolle&. | 
ing that in the houſe, now ſurrounded with water, her maſter | 
had 3ool. in gold, boldly ventured in, and got hold of the bag 


with the money: In returning, however, ſhe was carried 


| down by the ſtream, but was caſt aſhore on a green below the | 
In this alarming | 
event two lives were loſt ; | both indeed W ralhneſs and | 


town, herſelf and the money both ſafe. 


inattention. 


Eminent Men. —Hawick, as far as the preſent incumbent 
can learn, has given birth to few men of conſiderable emin- 
ence in literature, in the field, or in rank. Some, however, | 


who haye reſided in it, have ſhone in their particular ſtations. 
Amongſt theſe, we muſt firſt rank GaAvIN DoveLas*, Biſhop 


* Gavin DoveLas, on his firſt entering the church, was inſtalled rector of 


Hawick, in the year * Aſterwards, he was Ares provoſt of the co | 


iat 


of | 
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lator 
ALEX 
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him, 
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27 Howick. 1335 
of Dunkeld, anthor of ſeveral poems, and the admired tranſ- 
ltor of Virgil's Eneid. Here too ſhould be mentioned, Mr. 
ALEXANDER ORROck, the firſt miniſter of Hawick after the 
Revolution, He appears to have been a man rigid in diſcip- 
line, and of extenſive charity. As a proof of the former, 
there is told an extraordinary inſtance. The magiſtrates, hav- 
ing offended againſt decency and propriety, were cited before 
him, and were not allowed to a& in office, nor releaſed 


uncovered knees, aſked pardon of God and the kirk-ſefſion, 


known. Eminent proofs of his charity, however, {till re- 
main, He bequeathed, for the poor of Hawick, 116 merks 
Scotch; and for the ſchoolmaſter , ooo merks : He gave ſeveral 
pieces of plate for the uſe of the church; and to the miniſter 
he gave his whole library, which remains a monument. of alle 
cient e literature. 


eee are remains of camps in this pariſh 3 
but at what period they were formed, or by whom, the pre- 
ſent incumbent has never been able to diſcover. There is a 


his ſamily, in the year 1513, he retired into England, and put himſelf under the 
protection of Henry VIII., who kindly received him, and granted him a pen- 
lion, He died of the plague in London, and was buried in the Savoy church, 
in the year 1521. 


L Whitaker, i in his Hiſtory of Muicheticr. ſuppoſes the Catrail to have been a 


s the 7 day on the W. with forts; and even continues itſelf, by an eddie 


from the thunders of the church, until they had, on their 
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place called Catrail *, by ſome conſidered the remains of a 
A 


legiate church of St. Giles, in Edinburgh, abbot of the convent of Aberbrothiek; 
| and biſhop of Dunkeld. He was nominated to the archbiſhopric of St. Andrews, 
but his appointment never took effe&. To avoid the perſecutions raiſed againſt 


. 


ee ny En 
— % a — <_ . t — Ro 


ams thrown up by the ancient Britons, He ſays, © it runs in a N. E. di- 
* re&tion from Carnaby on the Eſk, to Gallow Water, beyond Selkirk, lined all 
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 Komun rampart ; by others, the veſtiges of a fortification by 
the Saxons, or the ancient Britons, A little above the town, | 


towards the weſt, is an earthen mound, of a conical figure, call. 
ed the Mote. Some ſuppoſe this a tumulus; others, a place 
raifed for the principal inhabitants of the town to meet, for 


the diſtribution of juſtice. This laſt, its name and tradition | 


confirm. At an early period, this was common throughout 
Scotland. When the chiefs and the leading people in a dif. 
trict met, to promulgate laws for the government of their de. 


_ pendants, it was generally on a hill of ſome eminence; and 
many places ſtill retain the appellation, as North Berwick 


Tau, in Eaſt Lothian; Largo Lau, in Fileure; ; and Rebe 
* in cls * 85 


| Charafter of the ed en individuals in this pa« | 
fiſh, as in other places of the ſame extent, are given to the 

vices uſual in theſe times, yet the inhabitants, in general, are 
honeſt, ſober, and induſtrious. Their induſtry is not the vio- | 
Tent exertion of a moment; but ſteady, calm, and perſevering; | 


And were it not for many diſadvantages and difficulties, they 


| have to encounter, the ſpirit of the inhabitants of Hawick | 
would raiſe it to the firſt aten of manuſaQure, in the ſouth 


; of en. 


45 of callice a the Gallow, to the north. it was ie lately defigned 28 3 barrier 


againſt any enemy, that lay to the 8. and E. of it. Its remains in the pariſh of 


Cavers, and on the Galle, are Kill e ; but little of it is obſeryable | 


pe. 


(Co 


of Clit, 


 NOMBER XXX. 


PARISH OF CL AT . 


(County and Synod of Aberdeen—Preſbytery of | Alford.) | 


y the Rev. Mr. RopzrT FINDLAY, 


| Name, Situation, Erection and Clinatre. 
THE name of this pariſh, ſeems to be taken from the vil. 
lage of Clatt, where the church ſtands, and which 1s 
placed almoſt in the centre of the pariſh ; inſomuch, that from 


the charch-yard, one has a proſpect of the whole; and none of 


the principal places in it are out of view, nor above the diſtance 
of a mile, excepting a corner that lies N. W.— This pariſh is 
ituated in the Weſtern extremity of that ancient diyifion ar 


diſtrict of Aberdeenſhire, called Garioch—lIt is a conſiderable 
time ſince it was disjoined from the preſbytery of Garioch, and 
annexed to that of Alford, The ſituation being naturally high, 
and ſurrounded with hills, the climate is cold, being viſited with 
frequent ſtorms of wind and rain from the E. and with ſnow 
from the N. and N. E; and it has been known, within the 


memory of the writer himſelf, that the winter ſnow has re- 
mained upon the ground, till the ſecond week of April, and 
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that the months of September, Ober and November hays 


proved rainy throughout. The froſt miſts which ſometimes 
begin the latter end of July, and are frequent in Auguſt and 


September, are very nee to 1250 ſown barley, and to 


5 . 


= mRwp-"s 


| bolt Culdbotion, 90. The ſoil is various ; ite and fandy 


towards the hill ſides; the infield generally a loam, eafily cul. 
_ tivited, being neither wet nor too dry. 
as favourable as the ſoil, the ground would produce any fort 
of crop common in Scotland; but the frequent changes of 
the weather, and the frofts; prove very unfavourable to green 
crops; excepting turnips and potatoes, which thrive well, 


when the ground 1s duly prepared. It muſt be acknowledged; | 
that improvements in agriculture and huſbandry are, here, | 
Moſt of the greater farmers, however, 
begin to have a few actes in turnips and ſown graſs ; but very 
| little in fallow, and no wheat, which would be but an uncer- | 
tam crop, by reaſon: of the lateneſs of the feafons, the fprin} 
and autumnal froſts, and ſubſequent rains: Neither are the 


_ only in their infancy. 


Farmers, at preſent, in a condition to enter into regular rota- 


tions; as, befides other reafons, their poſſeſſions are not of the 
proper fize, and only upon ſlrort leaſes, which are a certain ber 
to all improvements. Some ſtone incloſures have been made 


of late; and ſeveral plantations of wood have been begun up- 
on the Knockeſpock eſtate. The firſt carts were introduced 
only in 1760, by the miniſter and another reſidenter. They 

| 0 > = 355 


* This occaſioned the loſs of the crop in 1782, by which calamity this coun- 


try was much reduced; and had it not been for the Government bounty of meal, 


and the ſeaſonable ſupplies of white peaſe, deſtined for the American War, 3 


| famine muſt have unavoidably enſuea; The peace with America was, therefore, | 


the providential means of OF ſeveral ae W 3 Br.tain from depopul 


Aion and ruin. 


Were the climite 


ve 


nd | 


% 


Ds . — 
ire now become general all over the pariſh ; only the horſes are 
till of too ſmall ſize to render carts as uſeful as they might 
be, In good ſeaſons, the pariſh has been found to produce 
more grain than ſupports the inhabitants; but ſince 1782, 
the crops have often proved ſhort; and had it not been for the 
money received, by the ſale of black cattle to the ſouth coun- 
try dealers, the tenants could not have regularly paid their 


rents. -A branch of the ſtocking manufacture, from Aber- 
deen, employs ſeveral of the women ſervants ; but it is too in- 


conſiderable to be much depended upon.—Although ſome of the 
farmers are getting into a better form of ploughs and farming 
utenſils, yet the old methods are ſtill followed by ſeveral. 
Dung, mixed into a ſort of compoſt with common earth, or 


ſeal from paſture ground, is ſtill the common manure, al- 
though the ground agrees perfectly well with lime, which 


is to be had, at the diſtance of 10 computed miles, by an ex- 


ceeding had road; and very little attention is paid towards mak. 


ing it better. There are only 3 or 4 tenants, who have at- 


tempted fallowing or watering ; though ſuch trials, as have 
been made, have anſwered well. In particular, a ſummer fal- 


low of exhauſted outfield land, with the addition of a little lime, 


has produced excellent crops of barley and graſs, which be- 
fore afforded neither. The fact is, little can, or will be done, 
in the improving line, till the heritors or landlords take the 
lead, and encourage their tenants, either by premiums, or long 
leaſes ; by aboliſhing ſervitudes, and mill multures * which 


ST are 


In ſome parts of this pariſh, the mill multure is computed to be 1-13th of 
the whole product ef the ground; and, in a neighbouring pariſh, it is ſaid to 
be the 11th part; beſides the expence of upholding the mill-houſe and machinery . 
Whereas a liberal and ſenſible heritor, who wiſhes the improvement of his 
eltate, and the proſperity of his tenants, will ſee the propriety and neceſſity of 


aboliſhing ſuch unreaſonable exactions, and of laying no other reſtrictions upon 


the manufacturing of grain, than barely that of upbolding the mill, and giving 
wages for a miller to work it, 
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are all great- and inpigciple obſtacles. to improvements in but; 
bandry, | 


: Springs and Minerals.—There are no rivers of any note. 

A rivulet takes its rife in this pariſh ; which paſling down. 
Ward, through the pariſhes of Leſly, Premnay, &c. takes the 
name of Gadie, and afterwards becomes a branch of the 
river Urie, which falls into the Don at Inverury.— There are 
many ſprings of water, impregnated with minerals, as ſulphur, 
W&c. ; but none frequented for medicinal purpoſes.—Almo: 
every poſſeſſion has plenty of out-lying ſtones ſor building 
incloſures. Quarries may be found, in many places, of ex- 
cellent granite, very fit for building, and eaſy to be wrought, 
In one place, near the fite of the manſion-houſe of Knockel- 
pock, (in the front of Craig-Hill), there are veins of va- 
riegated marble, which promiſe ſome ſort of quarry of that 
Kind, A conſiderable time ago, about the year 1954, it was 
dug a little, and ſome of the largeſt pieces, that eould be got, 
were collected, and ſent up to Judge GorDoN of St. Chriſto- 


phers, then proprietor of the eſtate, who at that time refided | 


at Moor-Place, near London: But, whatever opinion was 
formed about them, no further notice has been taken of the 
place ſince. | 


Population, The population of this pariſh has decreaſed 
conſiderably within theſe 40 years; chiefly owing to ſome fa- 
5 milies, who had ſmall farms, removing to the manufacturing 
towns, where they find a more eaſy and comfortable wy: of 
living. 


The return to Dr. Webſter in 755, was - 8 


At Whitſunday 1702, when the incumbent completed his laſt | 
courſe of viſiting and catechiſing, the number was, 

Of Males, - 2273 

— Females, = 112 


Decreaſe,  . 134 
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of Clatt. 


6f cheſs the number of communicants is about = <- 220 
The number 1 inhabited houſes, and families, inen 39 


Tue following Abſtrat 2 the hte of the Births, 
eee &. for che laſt Ten Years 12 


5 Teures ogg  Paptifns - 25 e | Burials, 
2783 *. 14 
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V 


Occupations.— Almoſt all the inhabitants occupy farms, of 
greater or leſs extent, from 51. to 4ol. Sterling a year, There 
are even ſome as low as 11. tos. ; and a few have only a houſe, 
d with the liberty of fuel, but no ground. The artificers, or 
trades people, ſuch as wrights, tailors, ſmiths, &c. are merely 
4 ſufficient to ſupply the inhabitants with their reſpective ſorts 
of work : Some are paid by the day, or piece; others have 
what is called cuſtom work, i. e. a ſtipulated quantity of grain, 
with their crofts plowed, and fuel brought in. All have as 
much land as enables them to Keep a cow or two, and a yard, 
er garden. . 


3Y 2 Village 


559 * There is no regiſter of burials for this year. 


+ The above is the exact number buried in this eburch=yard, fince 1783 ; but of theſe 
ſeveral are brought from other pariſhes, it being cuſtomary here, {as well as elſewhere } 
for the fefterity of former refidenters, though removed from the pariſb, to bring back 


their dead to what they call their own burial place. Only a ferv of the 5 gf enters 
bave bur ied elſeubere. | 
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Pillage, Mk Oe. Alt appears, from various checks, that 
"the town and village of Clatt was erected into a burgh of ba. 


rony, with power to hold weekly and annual markets, Ac. 


cordingly, the late Colonel HARRT GerDoN of Knockeſpock, 
heritable proprietor of the ſaid burgh of barony, and market; 


thereto belonging, being determined to give all proper en. 


couragemevt to the ſaid weekly markets and fairs, made pub. 
lic intimation, in the Edinburgh and Aberdeen newſpapers, 
of his intention to improve the burgh, and revive and 1 improve 
the markets; and in the ſhort intervals, in which he was per- 
mitted to viſit his eſtate here, he began to build better farm 
houſes; to form plans for improving and incloſing the grounds; 
of railing flax, and introducing the linen manufacture, &c. 
But, being ſoon after called abroad, on government ſervice in 
the Weſt Indies, about the year 1784, his public ſpirited de- 
ſigns were interrupted, and have not been reſumed ſince, as 
the Colonel died about three years afterwards. 
event, Government loſt an excellent officer, and experienced 
engineer; and his tenants a good maſter, who wiſhed to ſee 
them thriving under him; and one who had the i improvement 
of his native country much at heart, 


Roads and „„ pariſh is inter- 


ſected by 2 highways ; the ſouth road from Edinburgh, lead- 


ing 


4 By letters of gift and donation, from King James IV. of Scotland, dated 16th | 


June 1501, it was * ercRed into a free burgh of barony, with all the rights 
and privileges thereof; with power to the proprietor at that time, and in a 
4 time thereaſter, to conſtitute and ap point bailies, and other officers, neceſſary 
4 for guiding, gbverning, and ruling the ſaid burgh : And to have, bold, and 
66 keep therein a croſs and market, upon Tueſday every week; and public 
i fairs and markets, every year, for the ſpace of eight days; with the liberties, 
te profits, duties and commodities thereof, in terms of the foreſaid grant and 
« donation ; Upon which letters of publication have been iſſued at different 
„times, by warrant of the Lords of Council and Seſſion in Scotland.“ 


By this fatal I 


ing north towards Huntly, Elgin, &c.; and the public road, 
from the high country, down through Glenlivet, Cabrach, 
Rhynie, &c, towards Aberdeen; which laſt paſſes within a 
few paces of the village of Clatt. The great ſouth road, 
leading directly north from the Cairnie Mount, paſſes through 
the town itſelf, and the whole breadth of the pariſh, It was 


made by the military about 25 years ago, and is kept, here, in 


tolerable repair. This road is ſhorter by many miles, than that 


leading by Aberdeen. A proper inn erected in the village of 
Clatt, (as was intended by the late Colonel Gordon), would 5 
render this a moſt convenient ſtage for travellers, either to 


the ſouth or to the north; and the road being once frequented, 


would contribute quickly to the improvement of the village. 


A ſpirited and enterpriſing heritor, by availing himſelf of 


theſe, and ſome other local advantages, and by circulating 2. 
little money to begin adventurers in the mercantile and manu- 
faQuring lines, might, through time, be repaid with large 
increaſe ; and, at the ſame time, give employment, and a de- 
cent livelihood, to many, who, for want of ſuch encourage- 


ment, drudge on through life, burdened with a family, upon 
a few ridges of land, which can hardly afford them either ſub.. 


ſiſtence, or opportunity of exertion. The great and popular f 
object ions, againſt attempts of this ſort, are, the diſtance from 


the county town, or any proper ſea port and harbour; ſcarcity 


of fuel; danger of engroſſing the working ſervants, and with- 


drawing the hands neceſſary for agriculture, &c. But all 


theſe, in the preſent caſe, might be obviated by a prudent 
economy ; particularly, by introducing a better breed and fize 


of horſes for the carts; keeping the roads in due repair, by a 
proper application of the ſtatute work; and giving good en- 
couragement to dealers and merchants to ſettle in the village, 


and to frequent the fairs and markets. As to want of fuel, 


that complaint would ſoon ceaſe, if the unreaſonable cogfting 
auty 


of Clatt. _ 3 
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duty upon coals were taken off, or commuted. And as for 
want of hands for agriculture, the obvious remedy is, to 
proportion the farms to a proper fize, and to work them, 
either with two-horſe ploughs, or with oxen in harneſs; ei. 
ther of which would perform double the quantity of work, 


fully 5 
as app 
now b 
living, 
the pr 


in * lame time, mA" to much better e when 

| 5 = | „ vant 

Heritors and There are only two heritors, Knockeſ. he car 
pock and Towie, neither of whom reſide. The eſtate of It 1 
| Knockeſpock comprehends about three fourths of the pariſh, Ke. 


Of late, that family have reſided in the pariſh a conſiderable 
part of the year, and their ſervants are conſtantly here. The Fel 
valued rent of this pariſh, as ſtated in the ceſs books, is who 
127 5l. 48. 4d, Scotch. The groſs rent may be eſtima ted about from 
60cl. Sterling, The tenants and poſſeſſors of the ground pay with 
the — 9 miniſter 8 ſtipend, and ſchoolinaſter 5 _ whic 
3 4 Ster! 

end Ge. — The fabric of the crarch Lal a thorough re- ſcho 
pair in 1779; and, with regular ſeats, would be a decent cert: 
place of worſhip ; but the old clumſy ſeats being ſtill retained, 
diſfigures the look of it, and affords leſs convenient accommo- 
dation for the hearers *. The manſe was built about 1725. 
Both manſe and offices have undergone ſeveral partial repairs, 
and at preſent ſtand greatly in need of more. The ſtipend is 
500 merks Scotch, in money, with 161. Scotch for communion 
elements; 42 bolls victual of meal and bear; ſome ſervices of 
plowing, and —_ turf for fuel; a garden, and a glebe, not 
| | fully 


fom. 
claſs 
clet 


*The eaſt end of the church appears to have been a Popiſh place of worſhip 
of ſome note, and of very old date. When the ſeats were removed at laſt re- 
paration, there appeared, on the back wall, and at the end, a neat tablet of 
freeſtone, about 3 feet ſquare, with {ide columns and a cornice, In the middle, 


in profile, are effigies of our Saviour on the wells with the inn of the Scrip- 
ture 


of Clatt. TIE 543 3 
fully 5 acres. It is much the ſame as it was 1 50 years ago, 
s appears by a decreet of locality, dated June 1650, and is 
now become very inadequate to the preſent rate and mode of 
living, when the value of money is ſo much diminiſhed, and 
the price of neceſſaries ſo much raiſed and taxed. In 1760, 
when the preſent incumbent ſettled, he had his firſt man-ſer- 
vant at 21, 6s. 8d. Sterling, wages for the year; at preſent, 
he cannot have one, for the ſame office, under fix guineas, : 
It is the ſame with reſpect to proviſions, furniture, apparel, 
&, Almoſt every article 1 is tripled in value. 


Sebool.— There is a prvvckinl ſchool, and qualified teacher, 
whoſe ſalary is 6 bolls of meal, collected in ſmall quantities 
from the inhabitants; beſides 20l. Scotch, as ſeſſion clerk, 
with the ordinary perquiſites for baptiſms and marriages; and | 
which altogether, with ſcholars fees, will not exceed 111. 
Sterling a year. As this is much about the common rate of 
ſchoolmaſter's livings through great part of this country, it 
certainly calls for the interference of the Legiſlature, to make 
fome more competent and decent proviſion for ſuch an uſeful 
claſs of men, upon whom the morals and proſperity of So- | 
cety, as well as of individuals, ſo greatly depends. 


Poor. 


ture inſcription on the top. The piece was ornamented with painting, in co- 
| | lours of vermillion, azure, and gold leaf, very bright and freſh. It was placed 
about 5 feet high above the area, and probably food above the ſpot where the 
altar was placed, Within the oppoſite corner, at the front wall, was an apart- 
ment, or cloſet, of a cubical form, which ſeems to be the ſacriſty where the 
hoſt, money and books were kept. Alſo, within the inner ſconcing of the caſt 
door, another ſuch cloſet, but ſmaller, probably for holding a veſſel with con- 
leerated water, for ſprinkling the people as they entered to worſhip, At taking 
; down the old walls, the officious zeal of the workmen broke and * the 
'ablet, before it could be reſcued from their hands. 
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Poor. i Thers are no begging poor that belong to this pa. 
riſh; although, lying along ſo many highways, the place is 
_ exceedingly peſtered with beggars and vagrants, from the 
Highlands and more northern diſtricts; as well as with /orners 
and ſupplicants from the ſouth, many of whom are great im- 
poſtors. It is much to be wiſhed, that ſome regulations were 
ſet on foot for rendering ſuch perſons better members of ſo- 
ciety ; or at leaſt reſtraining them from becoming ſuch bur. 

dens on the public, and intercepting, and often extorting, by 
threats and force, what might be very properly beſtowed up. | 
on real objects of charity. There are ſeveral indigent and 
_ infirm perſons belonging to the pariſh, who receive ſupplies 


c ccaſionally, as well as at three ſtated terms, Whitſunday, 


Martinmas, and when the ſacrament is diſpenſed. The week- 
ly collections in the church, and at the ſacraments, and the 
dues of the mort- cloth, are the only poor's funds here. But 
they cannot be expected to be very conſiderable in a ſmall pa- 
riſh, where there are no reſiding heritors, nor gentry who at- 
tend public worſhip; or, ſo far as the incumbent knows, be- 
ſtow any thing for the ſupport of the parochial poor. Such 
Poor as live in and about the more populous villages, are ſup- 
plied, by their beneficent neighbours, with ſome little necel- 
laries, which they could not otherwiſe procure ; ſuch as milk, 
whey, turnips, potatoes, fuel, Ke. When it is known, that 
any old or infirm perſon is in want, it is cuſtomary for the 
young lads of that corner, to go out in an evening through 
the pariſh, and to aſk meal, or a little money, which the 
people very cheerfully give; and it proves a moſt ſeaſonable 
ſupply to ſeveral, who would be in hazard of ſuffering want, 
rather than ſeem to be importunate, or burdenſome. 


Character.— All the reſiding inhabitants are of the Eſta- 


bliſhed Church, excepting one Roman Catholic, whole Ve 
: | | an 


fe 
nd 
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nd family are e Preſbyterians. Taey all attend the catechiſings. 


T he people, 1 in general, are fober, intelligent, and induſtrious ; 
charitable, according to their circumſtances, and regular in 


attending upon the ordinances of religion; though it is to be 


regretted, that, in this laſt reſpect, the gentry are far from 
being exemplary, to thoſe whom they deem much their in- 
feriors. It is ſo far fortunate, however, that the vulgar, as | 
they are called, do not imitate their betters, otherwiſe we 
ſhould have very thin churches. There is not perhaps ſo 
mich of the outward ſhew of religion among the people, as 


in ſome other diſtricts, eſpecially where the Seceſſion has ob- 


tained; but, among che ordinary ranks, there is much de- 


cency, and, it is to be hoped, not a little real devotion. One 


thing, however, is till matter of juſt complaint, through ſe- | 


veral counties in this northern diviſion of the iſland; too 


great laxneſs and latitude, in the manner of obſerving the 


Sabbath day; and which, inſtead of being devoted to reli- 


gious exerciſes, is often ſpent in travelling on journies; giv- 
ing and receiving viſits; ſending ſervants abroad, on errands 
and meſſages; and ſo abſtracting them altogether from the 
ſtated returns of public and ſocial worſhip, which, to many, 
is almoſt the only means of inſtruction they can enjoy. It is 
certainly matter of regret, that in a civilized age and coun- 


try, not to ſay a Chriſtian land, and where we juſtly boaſt 


of ſo many other improvements, ſo much refinement in po- 
liteneſs, dreſs, diverfions, &c. there ſhould be ſo much cold- 
neſs, not to ſay negle& and contempt, with regard to piety 


and the public ordinances of religion; and ſo little counten- 


ance ſhewn them, by thoſe who have it ſo greatly in their 
power, and who ſurely ought, to be exemplary to others, in 


this firſt and fundamental duty of every rational being. 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 


PARISH OF DRYM "x. 


Gan of Stirling—Preſtytery of [Dumbarton—S nod of 
Ione and Hr.) 155 


By the Rev. Mr. Duxcan MACFARLAYN, Rees 
 Meanifeer of that Pariſh, 


| Origin of the Name. 

"HE name, Drumen, or, as it is more commonly writ- 
ten, Drymen, is obviouſly derived from the Celtic 
word, Druem, correſponding to the Latin Dorſum, a ridge . 
or eminence. It is peculiarly deſcriptive of the appear- 


| ance of conſiderable part of the pariſh, which is frequent- 
ly interſected by deep ravines, or water courſes, with riſing 


grounds between them. The ſame word is alfo to be met with, 
as a component part in the names of many places, as Drum 
gubaſele, Drumdaſb, Drumlia gart, Sc. The etymology of 


theſe, and almoſt alt the other names in the pariſh, is purely 


Celtic, 
| Eaten. 


9 — — = 


— — — 
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of Drymen. 547 
= Extent, —TIt 1s extremely difficult to give an accurate idea 
of the ſituation of this pariſh, as it is of great extent, and 
its outlines are exceedingly irregular. The utmoſt length of 
the inhabited part 1s about 15 miles ; but the moors extend 
TY farther. The . breadth 3 18 n 9 miles. ; 
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1 Rivers and Fib.—In ſome places, the country is 7 
rugged and mountainous ; in others, flat and level; but, for 
the moſt part, it 1s an irregular ſlope, between the high 
moors and the rivers, cut up by a great number of ſmall, 
but rapid ſtreams, The principal rivers, are, the Duchray, 
the Forth, and the Eurick. The Duchray is one of the moſt 
conſiderable branches of the Forth, and divides this pariſh, for 
ſome miles, from that of Aberfoil. Near the church of 
Aberfoil, it joins another conſiderable ſtream; and the united 
river is then known by the name of Forth. Previous to 
their confluence, the pariſh of Drymen leaves them at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance ; but afterwards joins the Forth, near Gart- 
more, about 5 miles to the 5. E., where the winding courſe 
of that river, for ſome miles, divides it from that of Port. 

The Enrick takes its riſe in the hills of Dundaff, about 15 
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miles from Drymen, to the eaſtward. It ſeparates this pariſh 
5; from that of Killearn, and afterwards runs through it for 
5 | about 2 miles. It then forms the boundary between this and 
* the neighbouring pariſh of Kilmaronock ; and, about 4 miles 
; farther on, diſcharges itſelf into Lochlomond. Theſe rivers 
: abound in trouts, par, perch, pike, eels and flounders, with 
ſome ſalmon. 
F | foil To ſuch an extent, there muſt neceſſarily be a great 
c diverſity of ſoil. The banks of the Forth are, in general, 
: covered with a deep moſs ; but, where that is removed, the 
induſtry of the farmer is rewarded, by a very rich clay, pro- 
A 342 2 dueing 
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ducing large crops of grain. The lands: near Farick are, in 


general, light, dry, and gravelly, a ſoil by no means unfa. | 
vourable in a moiſt climate. By far the moſt common ſoil ; in 


the pariſh is poor, Wet, 1 and 9 Oey, Improper for | 
cultivation. «pg | 


Climate, F vel, Cultivation, Prodils, e. The F of 


agriculture here has been much retarded, by a variety of un- 
favourable circumſtances, the chief of which are the climate | 
and local fituation. The weather, as might be expected in 
the vicinity of high mountains, and at no great diſtance from 
the weſt coaſt, is in general very wet; which renders the | 
ſeed time and harveſt exceedingly precarious, ' But the prin- 


cipal diſadvantage is the diſtance from markets and manure, 


The neareſt market town is Dumbarton, about 11 miles from 
any part of this pariſh ; and next to it Glaſgow, which is at 


leaſt 18.— There is ſome limeſtone to be had in the neigh 


bourhood, but of an indifferent quality, It is but little uſed, 


as the country affords no proper fuel for burning it. The 
farmers, in general, bring their lime from Kilpatrick, at the 


_ diſtance of 12 or 13 miles. Coals, which of late have been 


pretty much uſed, are brought from the ſame place. Peats 


and turfs are ſtill, however, the moſt common fuel ; but as 


in molt parts of the pariſh, they are brought from a diſtance 
of ſeveral wiles, and as they require an uncommon degree 


of attention in cutting and drying, they are nearly as expen- 


ſive as coals —The people, in general, have no idea of reſt- 
ing their land; but plow, without intermiſſion, for many 
ſucceſſive years, to the great detriment of their farms. The 
conmon crops are oats and barley. The barley is chiefly 


Fold to diſtillers; and the average price is from 168. to 188. 
per boll. Oat meal ſells at from 148. to 168. per bol. 


Fullage, 


þ 


— 


Dran. ay 


Village, — i is only 1 n in the atiſh; which 


lies near the church. The inhabitants are moſtly tradeſmen | 


and day labourers, who depend for employment upon the 
neighbouring country, excepting a few weavers, who wo rk 


for the manufacturers of Glaſgow, Then are Diſſenters of 
various denominations; but none of them have a place of 
worſhip within the bounds of the pariſh. A conſiderable 
number ſpeak the Gaelic apt and. chere are 3 or £ who | 


40 not underſland Lein. 


. the year 17 36, che population of * 


pariſh has greatly decreaſed, This decreaſe is partly owing 
to the prevalence of large farms. In ſeveral parts of the pa- 


iſh, 1 family now occupies what was formerly in the hands 


of 7 or 8. Another cauſe of the diminution is to be found 


in the progreſs of manufactures. Though none of theſe have 
as yet been eſtabliſhed in this pariſh, they are carried on, at no 
great diſtance, to a very conſiderable extent. The bleachfields 
and printfields upon the river Leven, near Dumbarton, are 


perhaps the moſt extenſive in Scotland : and ſome large cot- 
ton mills have been lately erected in the neighbouring pariſh 


of Balfron. Theſe give employment to @ great number of 
hands, at wages ſo high *, that the farmers find it almoſt 1 me 
poſible to Ron's ſervants at any expence. 


STAT 


* About 20 years ago, 1 wages of a man ſervant were about 4l. a year; 


they are now about 10l., and frequently a good deal higher. The wages of 


ſemale ſervants have increaſed in an equal proportion. At that period, day la- 


| bourers received 8d. or rod, a day. They can ſeldom be got ao under 1s. 6d. 


As the prices of grain, and the other productions of the country, have riſen 
very little, the natural conſequence is, that all the lands are thrown inte pa- 


ſture, in which ſtats they dee fewer hands, and can be managed at _ | 


Adence. 
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| Number of families in the vi. Ki. 


| lage, 2 10 


— ee heritors, 20 
— non- reſident WS, 20 
n—_— clergymen, I 


—— diſſenters, x we - 400 | 


5 . e members of theeſta- | 


: 1 


blimed Se . 120 


inhabitants in ditto, 215 


5 
#1 e 7:0, thi 


\ Decreaſe, «- « 1182 


| Number « of weavers, 2 * FR 


—— i, - - 6 
 ſhoemakers, 13 


N — wright, — 16 


— — inn-keepers, Ms 


3 

6 

corn mills, - - 6 
— flax ditto, N 1 


4 


Annual Average of Births and Marrioge * in a the Parif of 


yas, 


From ditto 1963, to ditto 19973, = 


From ditto 1773, to ditto 1783, = 


From ditto 1783, to ditto 1792, = 


= 


"Births. Mar. 


| From It January 1743, to 1ſt January 1783. Os 15 
From ditto 1753, to ditto 1763. | 


S „ 1 16 


- = — 52 f 12 | 

= o - 30 11 | 

N 8 .» 32 8 
Heritors 


| : The above are carefully extrafled from the parochial records ; but as they af far #0 


have been kept with very little attention, during a conſiderable part of the period, 
their accuracy cannot be folitively depended upon, Tul very lately , 0 e of dalle | 
Was hept. 


of Drymer. ; 9 551 
Heritors and Rine—Thete are 40 heritors in the pariſh, 
of whom about one half reſide, The Duke of Montroſe, 
nd Mr. Graham of Gartmore, are the principal proprietors. 
The valued rent in the ceſs books is 506gl. 1 o. Scotch. 


| Church, —The church is fituated near the 8. W. extre- 
mity of the pariſh, about half a mile from the river En- 
rick. Tt was built about 20 years ago, and is a very 


commodious and ſubſtantial edifice. There are two other 


places of worſhip in the pariſh, each about 6 miles diſtant, 
where the clergyman officiates twice a year. The preſent 
* was s ſettled 1 in February 


P are 38 poor upon the roll at preſent, 
many of whom are altogether incapable of doing any 


thing for their own ſupport, The public funds are en- 
ticely inadequate to their maintenance, ſeldom exceeding. 


201. per annum. As no aſſeſſment for their relief has 
been laid upon the hefitors, they muſt depend, in a great 


neaſure, upon pri vate benefactions; and, in this reſpect, the 
truly neceſſitous are much injured by the great number of 


ragrant beggars, who, through ſome egregious deſect in our 
police, are permitted to infeſt the , without any re- 


ſtraint or interruption. 


Difeaſes and Longevity. The climate, though moiſt, is 


by no means unhealthy, The moſt common diſeaſes, are 
neryous fevers, and complaints in the ſtomach and bowels. 


There are few remarkable inſtances of longevity in this 
pariſh, Phe oldeſt perſons now living, Have only com- 


pleted their 87th year. In one family, there are four per- 
lons at preſent alive, whoſe ages, —— together, make 324 


years, 
-& Eminent 
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| Eminent Men, —This pariſh i is ſaid to have been the bi 
place, and at times the reſidence of the famous NArtxz of 


Mxnchrsrox, the celebrated inventor of the Logarithms. 


Antiquities —The only mark of antiquity, now to be 


diſcerned, , is a large earthen mound, at a place called 
Caſblie, near which, it is ſaid, the veſtiges of a Roman 


Camp were formerly to be ſeen, Miongh now no traces of 
it are to be found; 


NUMBER | 


th 
of 


be 
led 
1an 
0 


; * 
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NUM E R e 


LIE. 
PARISH or EDENKEIL 


of that 
Jos MACDONNEL, lately Mini fer of 
. 5 * pu uo Min: fer of FORRES. | 


n Wa the Name. 


f foreſter of t 
3 iſh, the office of eee 
Al itor in this pariſh, e e E 
Le ara in the earldom of 3 a , ee uf 
e OO t, in 1478, to Tnomas Cunmn Al 
is an after grant, in 1478, 


e. The remains 
| LL | 

he office of foreſter of the foreſt ee a and fir, found 

ES Es | eat quantities of | f the 

| the great q 88 
1 3 _ _— a prove that eee nn ebe 
in the moſſes o ee eee . 
ty. covere indeed mig 
2 2 bf the pariſh, ſhew, what in 
many of the place 


oi ä 


| myng 
wy 
Vol. VIII. 4 


rigin; 

of the pariſn is clearly 0 Gi nga 

HF. _ fignifying the face of the Wo ontained two 

en gy —_ of the pariſh, Ee In 

criptive of ee or Darnway, | _ by King David 

oy . — there 1s preſerved a charter, by 
the publi 
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| myne ſignifies veniſon hill ; Biganfbeich and Anchindaie, the 


places frequented by deer in the rutting ſeaſon, &c. 


Extent, Leeidion, Surface, & G. This pariſh is very exten- 
ſive, being, from N. to S, about 12 miles; and, from E. to 
W., about 10. It is ſometimes called Braemoray ; and it was 
anciently a vicarage to Forres, the ſeat of the Archdeacon of 
Moray, and comprehended Ardclach, which was not erected 
into a ſeparate pariſh till the year 1638. The face of the 
country is in general hilly, but not mountainous: The higheſt 
hill in it, is called the Knoch of Bracmoray. The height of 
this hill, which is not conſiderable, has not been aſcertained 
by meaſurement, Upon the banks of the rivers Findhorn and 
| Divie, there are ſome of the moſt romantic rural ſcenes, which 
wood, water, rocks, and variety of ground can produce. 


| Proprietors and Rent, —There are 5 proprietors ; of whom 
only 1 reſides conſtantly in the pariſh, and another occaſionally, 
The valued rent of the pariſh is 19451. 8s, Scotch : The real 
rent cannot be ſtated with any degree of accuracy. 


Rivers and Lake. The Findhorn, already mentioned, is the 
principal river in this pariſh. It takes its riſe in the hills, 
| betwixt thoſe diſtricts of Inverneſs-thire called Strather- rig and 
Strathearn, above 50 miles from the ſea ; after traverſing, 
with amazing rapidity, a tract of mountainous country, in a 
courſe nearly from 8. W. to N. E., it diſcharges itſelf into 
the Moray Frith, about 4 miles below Forres. Over this 
dangerous river, from its ſource to the ſea, there are only at 
preſent 2 bridges wy one upon the military road, from Avie- 


more 


* Near to Relugas, the river Findhorn runs between two rocks, which are only 


7 feer diſtant from each other A plank i is here placed over it, which ſerves for 
2 bridge, 


> 


— b La” _ 


road from Granton to Fort-George. This river crofles the 


great poſt road to Nairn and Inverneſs, &c. And although 
it often detains the mail for many hours, and notwithſtand- 


ing the Joſs of many lives every year, no aid has yet been 


procured from Government to build a bridge over it“. The 
other river, called Divie, or Black Water, falls into the 
Findhorn, and is perhaps one of the moſt rapid rivers in 


Scotland, rifing often very ſuddenly to a great height. The 


principal branch of it riſes among the hills which lie betwixt 


his pariſh and Strathſpey. The other branch flows from a 
pretty confiderable lake, in the 8. W. corner of the pariſh, 
called Lochindorb. This branch is called Dorback, all it * 
the Dave, about a mile below the church. 


Roads and Bridges The road, roms F orres to Granton, | 
eroſſes the Divie by a ſtone bridge. The ſame road crofſes 


the Dorback twice, and at both places there are ſtone bridges. 
In the year 1783, another bridge was built over the Divie, 
near its junction with the Findhorn. The arch is 62 feet 
wide, ſpringing from the rocks on each ſide. The expence, 
about 2201, lin was defrayed by a s of 100l. ſrom 


42 + "whe 


a bridge, and affords acceſs from a 3 part of the pariſh, lying on the 


weſt fide of the river, to the church. Owing to the river being confined ſo much at 


this narrow paſs betwixt the rocks, it riſes, in ee en bs a een a ſome- 


times more than 30 feet above its ordinary channel. 


* Miſs Bxopis of LEeTHEN, having procured fome aid from the county | 
funds, and ſubſcriptions from her neighbours, engaged in building a bridge 


over this rapid river, about a mile below the houſe of Coulmony. An agree- 


. ment with workmen was entered into, to execute this uſeful undertaking ; and, | 
in a ſhort time, a moſt elegant arch, 72 feet wide, was thrown over the river. 


But, through ſome unlucky defect in the work, within leſs than a month after 


it was Pallable, this uſeful bridge gave way, and, in one night, fell into the 
river. 
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more to Iaverneſs; and another at Dulſie, upon the military 
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the Commiſſioners of the Adis Eſtates, 2 oy from. oy 


county funds, ſome ſubſcriptions from the neighbourhood, 
and the remainder by Mr. Cumin of Relngas, who took the 


whole charge of the work. It is a moſt uſeful bridge for this | 


part of the country, opening a ſafe communication, betwixt 


the lower part of it and the higher, at a place where many | 


lives were formerly loſt. In addition to the above road, from 
| Forres to Granton and Aviemore, Sir James Grant, with a 
view to ſhorten the diſtance from Elgin to Edinburgh, through 


Strathfpey, has planned out a new road, on the eaſt fide of the | 


Knock-Hill, intended to paſs through the valley of Pluſcar- 
dine. This road is already made, with great labour, and at 
much expence, from Strathſpey to the tremity of this pa- 
riſh. When completed, it will ſhorten the diſtance from 
Elgin to Granton no leſs than 8 miles. The gentlemen of 
this pariſh are very attentive to the roads, and call out the 
people to perform the ſtatute labour, with great exactneſs, 
every year; but the roads are of ſuch extent, and ſo difficult 
to make, that it is impracticable, upon the preſent W N to 
keep them in "ng hood order. 


Rang- These is a conſiderable ſalmon fiſhing upon the 
Findhorn, within this pariſh, the property of the Earl of 
Moray. It is let to a company in Aberdeen, at gol. Sterling 
of yearly rent. The 2 laſt years, 1791 and 1792, have been 
very favourable. The Sluie Pool, where moſt of the fith are 
caught, has been celebrated, from the moſt ancient times, for 
the great number of fiſh taken there. By a letter, dated jtl 
June 1648, from James, then Earl of Moray, to the Countels, 
it would appear, that the fiſhing was greatly more abundant 
in thoſe days than in latter times; for he writes, that“ in 
&« one night, on this pool, 1, 300 ſalmon were taken; and, at 


one draught, * and twenty ſcores.” This curious letter 15 
in 
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„nde preſent Earl's poſſeſſion. W hence the great difference 
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d, in modern times can ariſe, it is not eaſy to explain; unleſs from 
* the ſuperior {kill and induſtry of the fiſhermen nearer the ſea, 
is Wl which prevents ſo great a number now getting up the river. 


7 Above the Sluie Pool, the channel of the river is ſo rocky, 
y dat boats and draught nets cannot be uſed; and the fiſhers are 
m obliged to uſe hang nets, and other devices of that kind. 
a Among the rocks, long iron hooks, here called clips, are uſed 
for catching the fiſh. So conſiderable is the number caught 
c by theſe devices, and by the rod, that the price of ſalmon, 
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Fo during ſummer, 1s ſometimes ſo low as three halfpence per 
at pound, and ſeldom above twopence.—Salmon are alſo ſome- 
I times caught in the Divie ; and both rivers afford excellent 
n ſea trouts and finnocks, and a FO of other trouts _y infe- 
f rior Oy N 

85 Woods and Plantations, —The natural woods in this pariſh 
It are very. extenſive, The banks of the river are in general 
0 covered with trees. Along the weſt bank of the Findhorn, 


the ancient foreſt of Darnway, or Ternway, already mention- 
ed, ſtretches, for upwards of 5 miles, covering about goo acres 


e of ground, and conſiſting of oaks, aſhes, elms, birches, allers, 
pf nollles, mountain aſhes, and a few venerable Scotch firs; with 
Ig beeches, geen trees, poplars, and almoſt every kind of tree 
11 produced in Scotland. Among theſe the weeping birch makes 


re a diſtinguiſhed figure ; many of them being ſo large as g feet 
Jr in girth. Some of the oaks, at the fide of the Findhorn, are 


Ih upwards of 10 feet in girth, at 3 feet from the ground. They 
57 are freſh vigorous trees, without the ſmalleſt appearance of 
at decay, Farther up the river, is the wood of Dunduff, which 
in is of conſiderable extent, and likewiſe the property of Lord 


at Moray. And there is alſo a good deal of natural wood upon 
the eſtates of the other proprietors. But the plantations in 
in „ this 


x8 Statiflical Account 
this pariſh, are ftill more extenfive than the natural woos, 
About the year 1767, the preſent Earl of Moray began to 
fill up the vacancies in the old foreſt of Darnway, and has ſince 
gone on every year, extending his plantations all around his 
ancient Caſtle of Darnway, and near to Caftle-Stewart, in the 
: pariſh of Petty. The quantity of ground planted by his Lord. 


nn ſhip, including the ancient foreſt, is conſiderably above 3,400 


| acres. Part indeed lies in the neighbouring pariſh of Dyke, 
and part in the pariſh of Petty, i in Inverneſs-ſhire, but by much 
the greateſt part in this pariſh. The nurſeries from which 
_ thele plantations have been made, except a little at the begin. 

ning, have been all raiſed at Darnway. Scotch firs, planted 

out at two years old, from the ſeed-bed, are uſed as nurſes ; 
and as ſoon as they are fit to afford ſhelter, the more valuable 
kinds of foreſt trees, principally oaks, are planted amongſt 
| Theſe oaks, at two years old, are planted from the 
580 into the nurſery, where they remain three years; and 
then, as above mentioned, are planted among the firs. When 
the oaks, and other deciduous trees, are ſufficiently advanced, 


the whole of the Scotch firs are to be cleared away; and ſome 


of the earlier plantations are ſo well grown, as to admit of the 
firs being completely cut out. Others of them are only clear- 
ed of the firs in part; and this operation of clearing goes on 
gradually and regularly. The Noble Planter has already the 
ſatisfaction of beholding his public-ſpirited plan fully aniwer- 
ing his moſt ſanguine expectations; to which he is well enti- 
tled, as every part of the plan, which is extremely imple, 
has been carefully and accurately executed; and proper atten- 
tion paid to the preſervation of the plantations, which are all 


in the moſt flouriſhing condition, and already greatly beautify | 


the face of the country. Having obtained an accurate account 


of the number of trees planted by the Earl of Morey, {ince 
dhe 
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Aſh, beech, elm, ſycamore, Spaniſh cheſnut, ſpruce firs, Wn. - 
larix, during the ſame period. . - - 303,008 


plantations can be filled up with oaks ; but there is at preſent, 


in the nurſeries, a very large ſtock of young plants coming | 


forward, The other proprietors have not been deficient in 


carrying on this improvement. On the eſtate of Logie, there 
ae conſiderable plantations of Scotch firs, and a confiderable 


number of aſhes, planted by the preſent proprietor's father, 


{ome of them near 100 feet in height. One of theſe aſhes 


was lately ſold at 5). 13s., at the rate of 18. 6d. per foot; 


a ſtrong proof of the profit of planting. And on the eſtate of 


Relugas, about 200 acres have been planted, upon a plan ſimi- 
lar to Lord Moray's, and upwards of 60,090 oaks planted out. 


Upon the eſtate of Dunphail, there are ſome old fir plantations, 
which have been cutting down, and ſelling for the uſe of the | 


country, for ſeveral years pn: Le ih 


Climate, £5c.—The air and climate of Moray, from the moit 


litant times, have been celebrated, as of the pureſt and moſt | 
alubrious quality, by all the writers who have deſcribed that 


country ; and it has been a common. ſaying, that it enjoyed 
40 days more of fair weather, than moſt other places in Scot- 
and, In Whitelock's Memorials, a book of great authority, 
there is a curious teſtimony in favour of the country, in 
Oliver Cromwell 's time: He ſays, *©* Aſhſield's regiment was 

+ marched 
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the year 1967, the public will, doubtleſs, be much gratified 


gates planted between November 1767, and autumn 1 791, - $96,000 


Scotch firs, between November ans and autumn 1785. - 9,687,000 0 


Total, = _ 10,591,000 


It will ſtill require many years, before theſe very extenſive 
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«* marched into Murrayland, which is the moſt fruitful country 
c in Scotland, and the common proverb is, that it hath fifteen 
OP days more of ſummer than any other part of the nation.” 
It is unneceſſary to mention the praiſes given to it by Bu- 
chanan and others. The ſuperior degree of dryneſs, perhayg 
applies more to the level plains of Moray, along the ſea tide, 
than to this pariſh, where more rain falls than in the lower 


Parts of the country, But no place can enjoy a healther air 


than this pariſh does, being hardly ever troubled with fops, 
er pernicious exhalations ; and the rivers, ſo far ſrom being 
hurtful, rather tend to purify the air, by the rapidity of their 
_ courſe. There are no diſeaſes peculiar to this part of the 
Fruit, Orchard, Cc. In the valley of Logie, which is the 
warmeſt part of the pariſh, ſtandard and wall fruit trees grow 

well. Mr Cumminc of Locit, befides an excellent garden, 
a good many years ago planted 4 Scotch acres of ground with 
fruit trees. This beautiful orchard is cloſe to the Findhorn, 
expoſed to the ſouth ; but on all other ſides well ſheltered by 
higher grounds, and tall foreſt trees. In favourable ſeaſons, 
= already richly Fepays the expence of planting wor incloſing. 


Soil, Cultivation 435 Produces Coil of the lower part 
of the pariſh, near the rivers, is of a light dry quality, rather 
tending to ſandy ; but, when properly managed, very fertile 
and productive. A very great proportion of the pariſh con- 
fiſts of muir and moſs ; great part of which might be impror- 
| ed, if lime, of which there is none in this pariſh, could be pro- 
cured. For though there is ſome in the pariſh of Forres, it is 
too expenſive an article for common tenants to purchaſe, and 

hitherts 


Lond. Edit. Anno 1732, p. 517. 
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hitherto his not _ furniſhed in any ſufficient quantity. 


The only Kinds of grain raiſed in this pariſh, are barley, Scotch 


bear, oats, and ſome rye. Every tenant plants a few potatoes 


for family uſe ; but no great quantity is raiſed. In the upper 
parts of the pariſh, they prefer ſowing the black or grey oats ; 


a ſpecies much inferior to the white; but the black are 


thought more productive of ſtraw for fodder; an article much 
wanted, as a conſiderable number of cattle are bred in the pa- 


riſh. Farming i is in a very wretched ſtate in this part of the 


country. They give all their dung to their tear crop; after 
which they take repeated crops of oats, ſometimes 4 or 5 ſuc- 
ceffively, till the land hardly returns the ſeed ; and then it is 
left ley for ſome years. Although the great benefit of green 


crops, and a proper rotation, has been ſhewn by ſome of the 


gentlemen, the example has not hitherto had any 2 to im- 
prove the practice of the common farmers. | 


Black Cattle, Horſes and 3 . number ol 


black cattle are reared in this pariſh, ſomewhat larger in ſize 


than the Highland kind; and many of them are uſed in the 
plough. The horſes are ſmall, and of a very indifferent qua- 


lity. Moſt of the tenants keep a few ſheep; but the manage- 
ment of that animal is not well underſtood here. They had 


no other kind, till of late, but the ancient breed of the coun- 


try, with white faces, affording fine wool, and moſt excellent - 
mutton. The beſt of the wool of this ſpecies, ſells for 18s. 
per ſtone; and, though generally a ſmall animal, from poor 
feeding, it may, when better kept, be brought to the ſize of 


Iglb. or 14lb. per quarter. This part of the country, abound- 
ing in woods and rocks, affords too much harbour for foxes ; 
it 13 therefore neceſſary te houſe the ſheep at night in cotts, 
which makes the conſtitution of the animal rather delicate, and 
has been the reaſon of introducing the black faced Tweeddale 

Vor. VIII. 4B breed; 
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ET breed; which, though rather hardier, is much inferior, both 


as to wool and mutton. It will be a great loſs to the country, 
 1F OUR ANCIENT BREED SHOULD WEAR OUT, * which there 1 ie 
. * r. | 


Fehse, The regiſter of births, marriages, and tus 


75 having been irregularly kept, previous to the ſettlement of 
the writer, which was only in 1791, he can ſay little upon 
the population of the pariſh, The number of ſouls, in the 


"votre. te Dn. Webſter in 1755, was 1443; it is now 1809; 
ſo that the increaſe is 357 ; and the population appears to be 


{ill upon the increaſe, as a good deal of the waſte land, in the 


remoter parts of the pariſh, has lately been brought into cul. 


ture, by families ſettling in theſe wilder parts of it.—Many of 


the people live to a great age. There are two women, now 
alive, whoſe ages amount to 180. 


8 Occupations, —The chief employment of the inhabitants is 
_ agriculture. The farms are very ſmall, from zl. to 10l., and 
2 very few go the length of 201, a year, which fully accounts 
for the low ſtate of farming.—There 1s little induſtry among 
the men, except in the poor employment of preparing and 
carrying peats to the town of Forres, at the diſtance of 10 
or 12 miles from the moſſes, of which there is an inexhauſti- 
ble quantity among the hills. The women are diligent ſpin- 
ners; a branch of manufacture, introduced into this pariſh, by 
the late Dr, PaTRICK CuninG of Relugas, who obtained a 


number of wheels and reels from the Society for Propagating 
_ Chriſtian Knowledge, and a ſalary to a ſchoolmiſtreſs. But 
there is ſtill” much room for improvement in this branch.— 
The people, in this part of the country, have ſuch frequent in- 


tercourie. with the town of Forres, that they buy the greateſt 
pare 
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part fe thele neceſſaries at the aten there . This likes 


worn by the inhabitants. There are 2 ſhoemakers, 4 coopers, 
a cartwright. They make their carts of aller and birch tim- 


them, in e is from 6s. to 128. 


barley; and, what is aſtoniſhing, they ſell theſe ſpirits as faſt 
33 they can run them! The inhabitants of this pariſh are, 


Strathſpey and Badenoch. To account for the conſtant de- 
mand for whiſky in the north of Scotland, we muſt reflect, 
that, of late years, a total {top has been put to ſmuggling, by 


the great attention of the revenue officers, in the weſt and 


north coaſts of Scotland, which formerly ſupplied the whole 
country with foreign ſpirits. It muſt, however, be allowed, 
that there is more of this liquor uſed by the common people, 
tan is good for their health or morals. 


Church, Ge. —The church A ſituated upon the banks of 
the Divie, about 84 miles ſouth of F orres. It was built in 
432 | 1741, 


— 


7 The prices of proviſions are much regulated by the neighbouring town of 
Forres. Hens are ſold for 6d. a piece, chitkens 3d., ducks 5d., geeſe 28.; eggs. 
per dozen, 129.; ſweet milk, per pint, Id.; ſkimmed ditto Ad.; butter, per 
pound, 84. ; and cheeſe, per ſtone, 4s. : get farm ſervants, from 11. 1cs. to 2l. 
iu the half year, with 64 bolls of meal in the year, or victuals in the houſe; 
omen ſervants ſrom 15%. to 1). in the half year, with victuals, or 3 ſtones of 
Teal: day labourers 79. or 8d. in ſummer, and £4. in winter, 


however, in general, ſober. Their whiſky they ſend up to 


wiſe gives them an opportunity to get their own manufactures 
diſpoſed of, which are but very few. There are a ſufficient 
number of weavers and tailors, for manufacturing the ſtuffs 
and 10 riddlemakers; and almoſt every man in the pariſh is 
ber, and ſupply the Elgin and Forres markets. The price of . 


Diflilleries—There are no leſs than 4 diſtilleries for mak-_ 
ing whiſky in this pariſh, which conſume a great quantity of 


* 
"uy, 
RF 8 
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| 174 I, and, with ſome repairs, might be ads a very comma, 
dious place of worſhip. The manſe, which 'is of an older 
date, is not in good condition. The ſtipend is 4rl. 28. 23d. 
15 Sterling, and three chalders of victual, half bear half meal, 
with a glebe of eight acres, and a good garden. The Ear] of 
f worn ds is undoubted opt. , 


b and Poor Tbere is an eſtabliſhed ſchool 3 in 1 6 


_purith; the ſalary only 100 merks Scotch. The number of 


ſcholars is about 30. Reading Engliſh, writing and arith- 
metic are the branches of education commonly taught. There 


is at preſent only 1 ſchool in this pariſh, ſupported by the | 


Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, though ther 
is a claim for three, in conſequence of a donation by Dr. Dux. 
CAN Cunine, ſon of James Cuming, Eſq. of Relugas“. This 
ſchool, however, i is of great utility, being ſituated in a part of 
the pariſh, altogether detached from the church and the pariſh 
ſchool.— The poor's funds are very ſmall, not exceeding il, 
Sterling annually, a ariſing ſolely from the collections at the 
church ; but the deficiency is made up by the charitable diſ- 
poſition of the inhabitants, who never refuſe to e aſſiſt thoſe in 
CO 


8 Antiquitigs In he upper ; hat of the pariſh, among the 
| hills, between Strathſpey and Braemoray, ſtood the Cafe of 
Lochindorb, built on an iſland, fituated in the middle of a laks 
of the ſame name. It appears to have been a very conſiders 
able place, and a fortreſs of great ſtrength. Catharine de 
Beaumont, widow of David de Haſtings, Earl of Atholl, who 


Was 


* This * was phyſician to king William III. at the battle of the 
Boyne, in 1690, and afterwards ſettled as a phyſician in Dublin. In 1714, he 
ſent the ſum of 2611. 138. 7d. Sterling to the Society, with a recommend 
that they ſhould keep * 3 ſchools in this part . 
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» was killed at the battle of Kilbluins,” anno 13 3 55 reſided i in 
er this caſtle, which was blockaded by Sir Andrew Moray, the 
d. regent during King David Bruce” 5 captivity. In the follow- | 


al, ing year, Edward III. of England led his army northward, i 
of the length of Inverneſs, and, on his way thither, raiſed the * 
5 ſiege of this caſtle. It ſeems afterwards to have been convert- [ 1 
| ed into a ſtate priſon ; for, in the year 1342, the famous | blk 
is William Bullock, who was 2 great favourite of King David | Fi 
of Bruce, was impriſoned there, and died through extremity of Wi 
he cold and hunger T. The remains of this caſtle cover a "ous: 310 
re of ground, not leſs than 100 ſquare yards. ll 
i BY The Downe Hill of Relugas ſeems to have been a fort? os Wil 
10 of ſtill greater antiquity, and uſed as ſuch far beyond the i „ 
N. period of authentic hiſtory. It appears to have been a place | 1 
is of ſtrength, to which the inhabitants of the country retired, 1 
of with their cattle, upon the invaſion of the Danes, to which 1 
fk this country of Moray was fo frequently expoſed. It is a 15 | if 
l. 8 conical hill, round a confiderable part of which runs the rapid : N 1 
he river of Divie, in a deep rocky channel; and, where not de- i 
fe fended by the river, it is encircled by a deep foſſee, or ditch, | 1 
in with a ſtrong rampart on the outſide, moſtly compoſed - of "8 
ſtones, ſome of which have the appearance of vitrification 1. "+8 
About a mile higher up the ſame river, ſtands the Caftle TH 
| of Dunphail, upon a rock of a very fingular appearance, ſur- 1 
of rounded | 
Ke | 
[- + Vide Lord Hailes's Annals, vol. IL p. 189, 190, and 209. 
4+ WM + Upon the fummic of this hill, which is 220 fort of perpendicular height, 
ho above the river, there is a level ſpace, in the form of an oblong ſquare, about 
4 6⁰ yard i in length, and 20 in breadth, This level piece of ground has been 
converted i into a nurſery for trees. In digging the ground, a quantity of huwan 
the bones, aſhes and chareoal were found. When the country was covered with 
he wood, this place, from its difficulty of acceſs, and the ſteepneſs of the hill itſelf, 
ol, muſt have been of great ſtrength, and cally 4 d:fended by a handfol of men againſt 


preat . | 
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. rounded 6 a ha gully, or narrow glen, 1 probably hy 
the river, which, at 4 very remote period, ſeems to have run 


in this channel. The rock is of a conſiderable ſize, with a 
level area upon the ſummit of it, ſimilar to the Downhill, of 
n good ſoil, covered with graſs, and ſeveral trees growing upon 


it. The ſides are ſo ſteep, that it is altogether inacceſſible, 


except upon that next the river, where there is a narrow road 

leading up to the caſtle, It formerly belonged to a family of 

the name of Dann it is now the property of Mr Cumming 
of ARES” . 


Charader of the People. The inhabitants are all of the 
eſtabliſhed religion, there being no ſectaries. In the lower 
part of the pariſh, the Scotch dialect of the Engliſh language 

is only ſpoken; but, in the upper part, the Gaelic is ſtill 


much in uſe. About 50 years ago, the miniſter preached 


the one half of the day in Engliſh, and the other half in 
Gaelic. The people are rather gloomy in their ideas as to re- 
ligion; but they are of a peaceable diſpoſition, ſober and 
| Honeſt in their dealings, and very ready to extend their cha- 
0 ry: to the poor, 


5 The very ſingular Bridye of Rannich ſhould alſo here be taken notice of. 


It is certainly of great antiquity ; for tradition ſays, that it derived its name 
from the illuſtrious RaxpoLen, Earl of Moray, who Was W of Scotland, 


after the death of King RoBerT Bavex. yy 
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vs ITED PARISHES OF MONIVAIRD AND 
. ST ROWAN. 5 


0 — of Perth—Preſbjtery of . of 
— 622 — F 


2y 1 the Rev, Mr. corn Bax TER. Mini ite of theſe united 
Pariſhes, | 


Origia of the Names. 


Menne and STROWAN, originally diſtinct pariſhes, 

have been united for at leaſt a century and a half. The 
modern name, Monivaird, is a corruption of the ancient, which 
was Moivard, as appears by a grant made by the Earl of 
Stratherne, in the beginning of the x 3th century, of the church 
of St. Servanus, or Serph of Moivard, to the monaſtery of 
Inchaffery. The ancient name is ſtill retained, in the ſpeech 
of a few inhabitants of the pariſh, who uſe a corrupted dialect 
of the original language of Scotland. The origin of the name 
cannot eaſily be traced. Its etymology is Gaelic; being made 
up of two words, Moi Vard, ſignifying the Plain of Bards. 
Yrowar is probably a corruption. of St, Ronen, che ner 
ang of Strowan pariſh, 


Situation, 
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| Situation, Extent, and general rn Theſe pariſhes a 


: fituated i in the upper part of Strathern, 1n Perthſhire. They are of 
a triangular form, andof conſiderable extent; being about 8 miles 
long, from N. to 8. and about 6 miles broad from E. to W. 
The general appearance of the country is romantic. The 
_ Grampian mountains, on the north, are among the higheſt ir in 


* neighbourhood. The leſſer hills, in the bottom, are pic. 


tureſque in their forms, having their ſides covered with fine 
copſe wood, and their heads crowned with firs. The river Ern 
flows, 1 in beautiful eutves, i in the bottom of the valley. 


Soil and Cultivation, —The n! is various, but the greater 


part is light and gravelly. The haughs 6n the banks of 


| the Ern, which are frequently overflown, produce rich crops, 
The banks next the bottom, have long been cultivated as 
| Infields ; that is, ground which receives all the manure, pro- 
duced from the lands in the tenants poſſeſſion, It is therefore 
very rich; but, from conſtant culture in white creps, is much 
infeited with weeds, eſpecially if frequent mild rains ſucceed 
ſowing. ' Late ſowing is therefore practiſed under the old huſ- 
bandry ; the inconvenience of which is the leſs felt, as the (oil 
is dry, well expoſed, and well ſheltered, and therefore naturally 
early. Another kind of foil, employed 1 in tillage, lies on the 


banks above the infields. This ground is prepared for yield- | 


ing three crops of oats, by folding the cattle upon it, or by 
_ watering it, by means of the rivulets which run from the 
| hills : And, after being thus cropped,.it is thrown into graf. 
. Theſe fields, not being ſown with graſs ſeeds, ſuffer much, from 
their ſloping poſture, before they gather a ſwaird ſufficient to pre- 
vent the heavy rains from waſhing away great part of the 
. fineſt of the ſoil. They are now, however, at leaſt in ſome 
parts of the pariſh, allotted for the winter paſture of the ſheep 
that are kept on the hills 2 in fammer. The infield grounds 
though 


th 


re 
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dong achther limed nor weather: are uncommonly fertile in 


natural graſs, The lands, which are limed or marled, belong- 


ing to Sir William Murray of Ochtertyre, are thrown into 


regular rotations of cropping : And the tenants are thriving, 
under this ſyſtem. But the greater part of the ſoil is better 
fitted to produce graſs than corn; as much of it lies in ſteep. 
banks, abounds with ſtanes, and is liable to be waſhed away 
by the rains when in tillage. There are no commons in the 
pariſh ; and little muir, or waſte ground, is brought into till- 


age, except by the above mentioned proprietor and his ten- 


nants. Although a great proportion of the land is incapable 


of being cultivated, yet there is enough of it arable, for pro- 


ducing more than is, | neceſſary. for the maintenance of its 
inhabitants. e 


| Produce and Climate, —The principal « crops are oats and 
Potatoes and peafe are the only green crops raiſed by 
the tenants. Turnips are only ſown by a very few, chiefly 
proprietors. The ſoil of the pariſh fit for culture, when well 
created, produces excellent barley, which, all things conſider- 
ed, is found to be a more profitable crop than wheat, which 
has been very little attempted here. A conſiderable quantity of 
lint is raiſed in the pariſh ; particularly on the haugh grounds, 
which, from their ſituation, receive an annual depoſit of rich 


mud ; or on the ſpots of infield, which have been for ſome 


years in graſs, for the ſecond crop; or in old parks, of good 
and well-laid-down land, alſo for the ſecond crop; and on the 
moſt fertile of the outfields, which can admit of being 
well watered. In ſhort, the propenſity to ſowing lint here is 


ſo great, from the profits ariſing from it, that the more intel- 


ligent proprietors reſtrict their tenants to a certain quantity; 
as lint is a very ſcourging crop, and leaves nothing behind far 
recruiting the ſoil, From what has been ſaid af che pariſh, 
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| with regard to lation; and lenk, it will aper, that it i 
be healthy: * it * is 0 ; = dying _ a mature 
J 86. n 


FR and N 5. — The ales s river is ae Erne; ; which 
would abound with ſalmon, if they were not prevented from 


he. getting up, by the cruives and fixed nets near the mouth of 


the river. As the proprietors above can get ſew of them in 
ſummer, they take no charge of them during the ſpawning 
ſeaſon, when great numbers of them are deſtroyed. It is 
therefore probable, that the owners of the cruives would find 
more advantage in the common uſe of nets, if the proprietors 
ol the upper grounds had an intereſt in protecting the ſalmon 
during the forbidden time, becauſe the numbers would be 


— much greater than what are now allowed to be bred. And 


it is a well known fact, that a very great proportion of the 
falmon bred in a river return to it, unleſs Feen by ſome 
| ncoidental or artificial n: 


Lakes ſn Zcho.—There are ſeveral ſmall lakes in the pa- 
riſh. The largeſt of them, Lochturret, lies in Glenturret, and 
is ſurrounded by very bold craggy mountains. It is about a 
mile long, and a quarter of a mile broad. There is alſo 2 
| ſmall lake, in the ſame glen, about a mile north from the 
former, remarkable for the great number of trouts which are 
collected in a ſmall opening in the middle of it, the only place 
which is free from weeds. There is another lake, called the 
| Lock of Moniuaird, which covers about 30 acres, and contains 
pike, perch and eels. This lake, fituated at the bottom of 2 
fine hanging wood, and ſurrounded by cultivated fields and 
plantations, is a delightful obje& to paſſengers, and a great 
beauty to the pleaſure grounds of Ochtertyre. It contains 2 
rich n of ſhell marle, which is taken up, in many 


places, 
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bare 100 the depth of 24 feet ; and although evtered; in 


ſome parts, with 5 or 6 feet of moſs, or mud, which muſt be 


previouſly removed by the dragging inſtrument, it is, notwith= 
ſtanding, obtained at an expence of from 24d. to 3d. per boll. 


ſt is principally by means of this marle, that the proprietor 


has cultivated a conſiderable tract of waſte and unproductive 
ground, and induced his tenants to adopt a ſpirited and regu- 
lar ſyſtem of huſbandry.— On the banks of the laſt mentioned | 
lake, there is a fine repeating ccho; produced, it is ſuppoſed, 
from the walls of an old ruinous caſtle, which ſtands on a 
gently riſing ground running out into the middle of the lake; : 
and which was a place of ſtrength in ancient times, being 
then ſurrounded with water, and ain. only in one 3 
* a e 5 - 


4 


Woods and Hills —All kinds of wood; produced in Scotland, 


thrive remarkably well in this pariſh ; but the oak ſeems to 
be a particular favourite of the foil. Beſides the oak as 
birch, of which the copſewood chiefly conſiſts, a great variety 
of other trees have been planted of late, both on the eſtate of 
Lawers, the property of Colonel Robertſon, and on that of 


Ochtertyre, the property of Sir William Murray; particular- 


ly on the lands of the latter, who has, for more than 20 years, 
planted annually ineredible numbers of all ſorts. —The higheſt 


mountain, on the northern extremity of the pariſh, is Ben- 
cbonxie, which ſignifies the moſſy mountain, there being 


about 40 acres, on its ſummit, covered with a ſpecies of moſs. 


Its elevation, above the level of the ſea, is 2922 feet. Near 


the baſe of this mountain, on the eaſt, is a cluſter of ſmall | 
conical hills, which ſtrike the eye of every ftranger as a curi- 


ous leſus naturæ. Torlum, à hill on the ſouthern extremity 

of the pariſh, is 1,400 feet above the level of the ſea. The 

fils 4 im the pariſh are in general very rock 7. and covered wich 
4 C2 | heath. 
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heath. hex have, however, many green ſpots — 
and they anſwer well for Fray Pr" en ** are 
now covered. : 


| Wild Animal —The priveipal birds cf prey are the eagle, 
g kite, raven and falcon, which build their neſts in the eraggy 


precipices of Glenturret. This glen was famous, in former 
times, for producing: falcons of the beſt kind, when hawking 
was a favourite amuſement in this country. It produced the 
pair, which the late Duke of Atholl preſented. to the King at 
his coronation, as a token of his holding the Ifle of Man of 
the Crown of England. On the hills, are grouſe, dottorel, 
plover, and ſeveral migratory birds, whoſe names are not very 
well known here. A few ptarmigans are to be met with on 
the ſummit of Benchonzie ; birds which frequent only the 
tops of high mountains, and which are ſuppoſed to feed on 
| the inſets bred among the grey moſs, which is almoſt the 
only plant that grows on ſuch elevated ground. In the hilly 
part of the pariſh, the ſportſmen ſometimes meet with a ſpe- 
cies of bare, which is of a bluiſh colour in ſummer, and white 
as ſnow in winter. The principal water fowl, which frequent 


the lakes, are the wild duck; teal, and widgeon. In the low 
grounds, are ſound all the birds which uſually breed in 2 


woody country. The bullfinches have become very numerous 
of late, attracted, it is ſuppoſed, by the bloſſoms of the larch 
trees, which abound in the young. plantations, and which al- 
ford them food, before the fruit trees put forth their buds. 


There are partridges, hares and rabbits, in abundance ; and a 


few foxes, badgers, wild cats, martins and otters. 


Black Cattle, Horſes, Sheep, c. There are about 240 
horſes in the pariſh, between 900 and 1000 black cattle, and 


about 5000 ſheep. The horſes are of a middling ſize, and in 
gener 


* * 
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a general not very handſome, as the common people pay little 


attention to the improvement of the breed. They are equally 
negligent with regard to their black cattle; but it is hoped, 


that the prizes, which the gentlemen of this country mean to 
diſtribute annually, among the owners of the beſt bulls, wilt 


have the effect of improving the breed of cattle. Fhe breed 


of horſes, too, would ſoon improve, were every conſiderable 


proprietor - to keep a handſome ftallien for the uſe of his te- 
nants. The ſheep of this country are of the black faced kind, 


and came originally from Linton. They are hardy; but their 


wool is ſhaggy and eoarſe. The average price of wool, this 


Fear, is 8s. per ſtone. The carcaſe weighs about 2 ſtones Dutch. 


Had the hill grounds been let to experienced ſheep farmers 


from the ſouth country, the breed of ſheep, and the wool, 
would perhaps have been more improved by this time, and 
higher rents given for the ſheep walks. But as theſe advan- 
tages could not eaſily be obtained, without depopulating the 


country, the proprietors' have let the hill grounds to their old 


tenants, contenting themſelves with what rent they can eaſily 
afford to pay. A few of the Cheviot ſheep have been lately 
introduced into the flocks kept in the low grounds, for the 


uſe of private families, and thrive very well. The hill te- 


nants, however, ſeem unwilling as yet to make trial of them, 
as they think them too large for their paſture, and not hardy 
enough for ſtanding out ſevere winters. As the paſture im- 
proves under the ſheep ſyſtem, a larger ſpecies of that animal 
vil be gradually introduced. 


Rent and Prigrictors—Titie arable land, in general, lets from 
about 108. to I5s. per acre; a ſmall part of it, indeed, for 205. 


and upwards. The hill grounds are not let by meaſure, but by 
the lump.— The proprietors are 12 in number; of whom only 
2 of the greater, and x of the imaller heritors reſide in the pa- 
riſk. 
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year. There are a few tenants who pay from 4ol. to 601, 


zin. The arable farms are, in general, from 20l. to 261, 


| Feclefraſtical State. There are two or three of the Epiſco- 
pal church, a few Antiburgher Seceders, two or three Bereans, 
a ſect of which Mr. BaRcLAx, in Edinburgh, is the founder, 


and one Roman Catholic. The Earl of Kinnoul is patron, 
The ftipend ſamounts to Fol. in money, and 2 chalders of 


victual, balf meal, half barley, and a glebe of about 7 Acres, 


A proceſs of augmentation is now depending, The manſe 


was built about 40 years ago. In 1782 it was repaired, and 


new offices erected. Itgis not certain, when the churches of 
| Monivaird and Strowan were built. About the beginning of 
laſt century, a party of the Murrays and Drummonds having 


guarrelled, the former being worſted in a ſkirmiſh, fled for 


2 to the church of Monivaird, whither they were 


purſued by their ſavage enemies, who ſet fire to the roof, 


which was then thatched with heather, and burnt many of 
them to death. The church is now in very good repair; and, 


though far from being elegant or commodious, it is at leaſt 


as decent as many of the churches of * 


Pts number of poor at preſent on the roll, whs 


receive a ſtated weekly allowance, is fix. Beſides thele, 
however, there are ſeveral others who receive alms occaſion- 
ally. The funds for their ſupport are the weekly collections, 
dues for the uſe of the mortcloth, and proclamation of banns, 


together with the intereſt of 7al., amounting in all, at an aver- 
age, to 241. a year. There are no poor people in the parilh, 
It is ſaid, who beg from door to door ; and the few, who are 


in very ſtraitened circumſtances, never apply for relief to the 


pariſh funds, till ey are compelled by dire neceſlity *. 


; BE Population 


# In the ſeaſons of dearth, in 370 and 1783, there were ſeveral poor houſes 
ous 
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Population, The inhabitants have greatly decreaſed within 


theſe laſt 40 years. This decreaſe is ch iefly owing to the 
union of ſome of the ſmall arable farms, and to the removal 
of many of the cotters to the G d Or. of Crieff | 


and Comrie. | 


| The return to Dr. Webſter's inquiries, was = « - 1460 
5 At preſent, the number amounts only to 8 os 1025 
| d. „ - 435. 
5 The average of births for 10 years, from 1734to 1743, is 46 
Ditto, from 1750 to 1759, = = - - — ah * 26 : 
Ditto, from JJC 30 
| Ditto of marriages, from 1782 to 179, „%%Cͤͤͤ ĩò§? ũ 7 
Ditto of deaths, for the ſame period, e 


Antiguities.— There are no croſſes nor obeliſks in the pariſh, 
except the croſs in the market place at Strowan, concerning 


which there is nothing remarkable, but that the initials of 


jesvs Nazaxxxus Rex JUDZORUM are the only charaQters 
on it that are legible, The remains of two Roman poſts of 
obſervation are to be ſeen on the eſtate of Ochtertyre ; one of 
which 1s ſo choſen as to command a view of the camp at Dal. 


ginroſs, the other that of the camp on the muir of Orchil. 
On a hill called Tom-a-haftle (i. e. Caftlebill), about 3 miles 
eaſt from Dalginroſs, the traces of a fortification are ſtill 


viſible. About 50 years ago, moſt of the ſtones were carried 
away by the proprietor, to incloſe ſome grounds at the bottom 


mo. who could not be prevailed upon to accept of any of the mea] ailowed 
4 Government, till they were told it was a preſent from the King, and not 
urniſhed from the poor's funds. This ſpirit of independence prevails moſt 
among the oldeſt ſer of tenantry in the pariſh; who, having a kind of family 


character to ſupport, are averſe from doi 
grade i CZ 2 f 0 oing any thing that would ſega. to de- 
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of the hill. Whether this fort was erected by the Eat of 
Strathern, as tradition ſays, or whether it is of a more ancient 
_ 0 be ny ARE Ac « 


Fü Men.—Colonel tow, author of the Hi Rory f 


7 Hindoſtan, whoſe literary merits are well OR; was 2 na: 
tire of this 222885 


1 Advantages and Difudvantages—The ſalubrity of the air, 
the fine ſprings of water, the numerous rivulets, the goodneſs 
of the — and a variety xd other ene render this 

bare 


= 0 Near the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, there are two Dr vidical temples, 
| Beſides theſc remains of antiquity, many barrows, or heaps of tones, known, in 
the ancient language of the country, by the name of cairne, and intended for ſe- 
pulchral monuments, were te be ſeen a few years ago, near the banks of the 
Erne, towards the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh ; but they have been lately 
removed, for the purpoſe of building ſtone fences; and ne memorial now re- 
mains of the illuſtrious dead whom they once covered. Some miles to the north» 
Ward of the church of Monivaird, there is a very large barrow, called Corn 
| Ebainichin, or monumental heap of Kenneth. From the name and ſituation, 
we preſume it was raiſed to the memory of that Kenneth, whoſe death is re- 
corded in the following lines of our oldeſt hiſtorical chronicles : 


Quo trancatus erat, BARDORUM CAMPUS babetur, 
A nato RKENNEDI, nomine MALCOLOMI. 


This n was the IVth of that name. He is uſually mentioned in Nun, 
by his epithet of Gain, or Gxiuus; in the ſame manner as Ono has loſt his 
Proper name for its adjunct Dyrr, or Durrus. The regiſter of 5t. Andrews 
informs us, that © Kenneth (Grim J, ſon of Odo { Dubb-Odo /, was flain by Adalcoin 
" the II. and ſon of Kenneth the III. at Moieghvard, in 1001. About 200 yards 
welt from the church of Monivaird, a barrew was opened ſome years ago, in 
which two urns were ſound, each containing a ſtone of a bluiſh colour, very hard, 
about four inches long, and of a triangular ſhape, ſomewhat reſembling the head 
of an ax. One of them is in the poſſeſſion of Prrzx Moxrar, Elq. Younger of 
Ochtertyre. 1 am told they are of the ſame kind of ſtone and ſhape, with thoſe 
which the inhabitants of the South Seca iſlands faſten to a ſhaft, and uſc 45 
weapon in war. | 


Rr 


of 
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part of Strathern « aelightful country to live in, particularly 


during the ſummer ſeaſon, The chief inconvenience, we feel, 


is our diſtance from coal; which, though brought in carts, 
over a hilly road, upwards of 20 m: tles, is a cheaper fuel than 


peats or wood. We have now, however, the proſpect of 


having this inconvenience in ſome degree remedied, by the 


turnpike road, that is propoſed to be carried from Crieff to 


Blairngone, which is our neareſt coal pit. Indeed, nothing 
ſeems to be wanting but coals to make this a very thriving 
country. For if that neceſſary article could be got at a mo- 


derate price, we ſhould find limeſtone in abundance for im- 
proving our lands. We ſhould alſo have manufactures of 
different kinds eſtabliſhed among us, as we have the fineſt falls 


of water for driving machinery, particularly on the Erne and 
the Turrot, in the neighbourhood of the populous village of 
Crieff. On the latter river, there are not leſs than 15 or 16 


mills, of different kinds, in the courſe of a mile and a half; 


and as it takes its riſe from a lake of conſiderable extent, by 
erecting a dike at the mouth of the lake (which could be done 


for 151.), a ſufficient quantity of water could be obtained, for 


driving the heavieſt machinery, even in the greateſt drought. _ 


The manufactured goods could be eafily tranſported, from 


Crieff to Perth, by the turnpike road, which is now forming 


between theſe two towns; or by a canal, which could be car- 
ried from Crieff to within a mile of the Tay, without a lock. 
Theſe improvements, however, we do not expect to ſee car- 
ried to their greateſt height, unleſs we can find coal nearer 
than Blairngone. Our proprietors, therefore, who ſhew 


abundance of public ſpirit on moſt occaſions, ſhould unite, 


and make a fair trial ſor diſcovering coal in Strathern. Were 
they to take the lead, all the pariſhes around would certainly 


contribute liberally towards ſuch an undertaking. 
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NUMBER XXXVII 


PARISH OF KILBRIDE IN ARRAN. | 


(County of Bute—Preſbytery of Kinty1e—Synod of Argyll), | 


By the Rev. Mr. GERSnOu STUART, Minifter, 


Names and Extent. 


RRAN is derived from the Celtic word Arin. Ar, 

ſignifies high, and In an 1/land. Kilbride is ſaid to 
be compounded of Kz/, a burying place, and Bride, a con- 
traction for Bridget, the name of an ancient ſaint. The ex- 
tent of the pariſh, from Dippin on the ſouth, to Lochranza on 
the north, is 14 miles. A ridge of hills ſeparates it, on the 
weſt, from Kilmorie. The Iſle of Arran is 7 miles in breadth. 


Soil, Produce and Cattle,—The ſoil is hard and ſtoney. 
Moſt of the farms lying on the declivity of hills, the belt 
To ſupply the de- 
ficiency of corn, the inhabitants plant great quantities of po- 
titoes, which are their principal food for 9 months in the 
year. They lay out, upon ſeed corn and meal, about 5 ol. 
a year; and they ſell annually about 200 bolls of barley 3 


prepared land ſcarce yields two returns. 


beides 


les 
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beſides 500 head of black cattle, and 90 ſheep. Part of the 
latter are killed for home conſumption. Out of theſe articles, 


and the profits of Weir filb, YO” are enabled to * their 
rents. | 


ae of all kinds are caught round the iſland. In 


the beginning of winter, fiſhermen come from the North 


Country, to fiſh for the Glaſgow market, and continue with 
ſacceſs till May. In July, the herrings frequent the coaſt, 
when the inhabitants beſtow the moſt unwearied application 
to the fiſhing till the end of November. It is computed, that 


the boats, employed in this fiſhing, * into the iſland 1 no 


leſs than xoool. a Fear. 


Climate and 8 air is very ſalubrious. There 


is no ſultry heat in ſummer, the air being conſtantly purified 


by land or ſea breezes. People advanced in years, however, 
often complain of coughs and rheumatiſms during winter. 
Theſe diſeaſes are much owing to the dampneſs of their houſes, 
and the ſcarcity of fuel, to render them warm and comfortable, 
which is occafioned by the coal tax. For many years paſt, a great 
number of children died of the natural ſmall pox. Parents 


. are now more reconciled to inoculation, as they find that this 
artificial diſtemper, under the direction of a ſkilful ſurgeon, 
laves the lives of numbers. There is a diſorder, no leſs fatal 


io children, which ſeems to be peculiar to this iſland, as it is 
ſeldom known any where elſe, called the e:ght-day /ictneſs. 
Infants are ſeized with it the 8th day after birth, by the tall- 
ing down of the jaw, attended with violent convulſions. No 


means have yet been found effectual to remove this diforder, 


Much of the cauſe is aſcribed to unſkilful mid wives“. 
4D 2 Mountains 


This diſeaſe i 13 mentioned by Dr. Uxorawoop (vol. I. p. 336), under the 
ticle 


— .  — 
— 

— . 
— 5 


. _ 2 
_ 8 A 


— 2 — 2 a. 
—— 
— ont * OI, —— a= 
r  ——————— 


. ͤ moe 
3 
—————__— 


WS: 


e 


— — 
— ——— > jb 


— WITT. 
_—_— YT L_- 


— 
== 

—— — » 
in <A 

>a 3 
mars - 

— 
* > 


«FR . 


580 | Statilca Account 


5 ee and Minerals —Goatfield is the higheſt hill i; in 
: the pariſh. It is 2,840 feet perpendicular above the level of 
the ſea. There is not a more extenſive proſpect in Britain, 


than the top of Goatfield affords. Many tranſparent ſtones 


are found on it, naturally formed into pentagons, heptagons 
and octagons, and all pointed at the top as if done by art, 

Lapidaries purchaſe theſe ftones, and- apply them to various 
ules*. At Corrie, near the ſea-ſhore, there is a rich mine of 
marle and lime ſtone, which might, at a fmall expence, be 
carried coaſt-wiſe round the iftand, to the weſt fide ; where 
there are extenſive. farms, upon a foil of a mixed loam of 
clay and moſs. Marle and lime, laid on this ground, would 
produce great crops of corn, which is much wanted in the 
;land. At Coc of Arran there are free ſtone, lime ſtone, 
iron ore, blind coal and ſlates. The ſlates, on trial, are found 
to be of an excellent quality. Within an Engliſh mile of 


Lochranza harbour, a cart road is already made, from the late 


quarry to the ſhore. On both ſides of Lamblaſb Bay, there 
is a fine free ſtone, between the beds of which craw coal is 
found. And it is affirmed, that wherever this appears, there 
is a body of coal under it f. A coal, ſo near a fine harbour 

as 


» title of © the ſeven days di boſe ; but he does not t defcribe it ccurately, nor at- 
tempt to inveſtigate its nature. In the opinion of an eminent phyſician in this 
city, © the diſeaſe cannot proceed ſrom any injury, which the child can ſuffer 
© during delivery; and therefore the midwives can have no concern in occaſion- 
« ing it, unleſs they ſwerve ſo far from their profeſſional duty, as arbitrarily to 
i dictate ſome improper mode of managing the child, for the firſt ſeven days 
© after birth.” According to the opinion of anc ther eminent phyſician in 
town, (Dr. W. W.) it is © that ſpecies of the lock d jaw, mentioned by ſeveral 
t authors as the triſmus infantum, which is very Jatar” . to new born children in the 
% Weſt Indies.” | 

* They are known, among the jewellers, by the name of Arran fer ( 
gorms, and Scotch topazes; and are often ſet in gold for rings, and other ornaments 
The colour is generally a dark brown; but ſome are found of a beautiful ye 


1. 


Cair Ho 


ow, which are reckoned very valuable. 

+ About 70 years ago, col'iers were employed to make trial for coals, 
Owing to ſome treachery, the ſcarch proved unſucceſsful, and no farther if 
has ever ſince been made, 


of Kilbride i in Arran. 5 8 I 


28 Lamblaſh, would be of ineſtimable value to {the Duke of 
Hamilton, the proprietor, and would tend —_—_ to the 1 im- 
provement c of the whole land. 


Harbonrs and Lighthouſe. Thate are only 2 harbours in 
the iſtand, viz. Lamblaſh and Lochranza, Lamblaſh Bay is 
a ſemicircle. Holy Jie, in the mouth of it, forms the har- 
| bour, having an inlet or opening at both points. A light- 
houſe is lately erected on the iſle of Pladda, which dire&s 
ſhips into the port of Lamblaſh at night. The ſouth end of 
Arran is rocky; and many ſhipwrecks happened there before 
the light-houſe was erected. Lochranza, at the north end of 
he Arran, affords a ſafe harbour for ſmall boats, in the time of 


ne, the herring fiſhing. An old caſtle, ſituated at the bottom of 5 


nd the bay, ſerves to  direft the boats into — harbour. 


Population —The number of fouls, at 3 05 79 3) in 
the pariſh, 6 - — * = 2545 
The 1 return to Dr. Webſter, i in 17 56, was — 130 


re | 
ur EO: Increaſe, 0 - 1176 
as 

We This increaſe would have been conſiderably greater, had not 
5 the population diminiſhed of late; as upwards of 30⁰ ſailors 
. go annually to the royal navy, the bounty fiſhing, or on board 
to merchant ſhips, many of whom never return. 


Eccleſiaſtical State and Poor, The Dake of Hamilton is 
Ws patron, There are 2 miniſters in the iſland, each of whom 
has a yearly ſtipend of yol., with a glebe and a manſe. An 
aſſiſtant to both is ſettled at Lochranza, and has the charge of 
the northern diſtrict, with an annual ſalary of 500 merks Scotch. 


here are only 12 on the poor's roll. Quarterly oollections 
are 
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are made for their ſupport, and diſtributed according to they | 

age and neceſſities. There is alſo 4ol. lent out at intereſt, 
| allotted for their relief i in caſes of ſcarcity, or other extra- 
ordinary emergencies : And certain penſioners of the Duke 
a Xe Hamilton" ” 0 e regularly ſupplied with meal * his LE 


=, Proprieter and Rent The Duke of Hamilton i is proprietor (0 
of the whole iſland, except 5 mall farms. The 3 rent | 
of Arran! is 3» gool. 


CharaBter.—The whole inhabitants belong to the Eſtabliſh. 
ed Church, and are a ſober well diſpoſed people. They at- 
tend divine ſervice with great regularity; are well acquainted 

with the Scriptures ; ſhew a good example to their children, 
1 and inſtruct them i in the . of W 


NUMBER 


are 


of Moonzie. ; 3 


NUMBER XXXVIIL 
PARISH OF MOONZIE, 


Preſbytery of Cupar.) 


(County and Synod of Fife— 


By the Rev. Mr. ANDREW IRELAND, Miniſter, 


Name and 2. „FC 

HE origin of the name is unknown. It is probably de- 
rived from the Gaelic, the language which formerly 
nrevailed all over the peninſula of Fife, There is a pariſh, 
with almoſt the ſame name (Monzie), in the preſbytery of 
Auchterarder, where the names of places are alſo of Celtic 
extraction. Moonzie, in point of extent and population, is 
perhaps the ſmalleſt parochial diftri& in Scotland, and fur- 
mihes very flender materials indeed, for ſtatiſtical obſervation 
and inquiry. It is only 1 Scotch mile in length, and about 
1; in breadth, The number of acres is between 1,0co and 
5188. | 


Surface, Soil, Produce, Cattle, W—A great part of the pa- 
rſh is hilly, and the reſt is flat and low. The ſoil is very thin, 
but fertile, In a wet ſummer, it produces very good crops, both 
of corn and graſs ; but, in a dry ſeaſon, all the hilly ground 
is quite parched. —There are 17 ploughs in the pariſh, 
The farmers, now, only put 2 horſes to the plough, and x 
man both holds and drives. This 1s a very great ſaving. There 
are about 34 or 36 horſes in the pa artſh ; and a very few ſheep, 

| which 
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which one of the furmers . for his own private uſe, 
8 There are alſo ſome black cattle bred for ſale. 


Farms Prupriniers and Rent —There: are only 4 farms in 
the pariſh, viz. Moongie, Lords- Cairne, Torr, and Colluth;,, 
The three former belong to the Earl of Crawfurd, and the 
latter to Mrs. Bell of Hilton. The rent will amount to ſome. 
— more chan 10001, Sterling per annum, 


Population The population bas decreaſed greatly within 
theſe 40 years, conſidering the number of inhabitants. 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in the year 1755, was R 249 
The number of ſouls at preſent N 1793), is 5 TO 
OC „ n 158 
; Under 10 . age, 30 From 50 to 7j, 35 
From 10 to 20, — 32 Annual average of births 3 
From 20 to „, „ 74 Do, deaths, ratherleſs than 3 


1 School and Por, — The value of the living, RY 
ing the glebe, is about gol. Sterling. Lord Crawfurd is pa- 
tron. The manſe got ſome repairs laſt ſummer, and the kirk 

and offices will need them ſoon.— The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 

51, 10s. per annum. The ſchool dues are very ſmall.— There 

are only 3 or 4 perſons in the pariſh who get charity; but 

they do not need much. The fund is FRY: ſmall. 


Character, Ge. Tue people are very decent and ket in 
their attendance upon divine worſhip. They are allo ver) 
diligent and induſtrious 1n procuring ſubſiſtence for their fa- 
milies.—This pariſh labours under no particular diladvantage: 
It is a great way off from coal; but there is now a fine tutu- 
Pike road the moſt of the way. It has one great advantage, 

that it is within 2 ſhort miles of the town Cupar, where the 
people get a good price for any thing they have to ell. 


N UMBES 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 


PARISH OF SYMINGTON. 


(nt Y Lanark—Proſiytery of Birgar—Synod of Lothian 


and Tueeddale.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Jams F INLAYSON, Miniſter. 


Situation, E. tent, Proſpecb, * 


YMINGTON i is ſituated 30 miles S. W. from Edinburgh, 


and 33 miles S. W. from Glaſgow. The pariſh is 3 miles in 
length, and nearly the ſame in breadth. The arable land lies 


along the banks of the Clyde, and the paſture reaches to the 


top of Tinto, on which there is a cairn of ſtones, ſaid to be 
the remains of a Druidical temple. This mountain, though 
hot the higheſt in Scotland, yet being about 2,400 feet above 


the level of the ſea, commands a beautiful and moſt extenſive 


proſpect: With the naked eye, you can ſee part of 16 differ- 
ent counties. — The village is fitugted at the foot of a riſing 


ground, called the Caſtle-bull, which has formerly been a place 


of ſtrength, and is now planted with various kinds of trees. 


Cultivation and Produce.Improvements in agriculture are 


tarried on with great ſpirit, Twenty years ago, there was not 
Vor, VIII. 1 "= | © an 
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an acre of ſown graſs in the pariſh ; now, almoſt every tenant 
has part of his farm properly laid down with a erop of rye-gra(; 
and clover. —The rule, which they generally obſerve, in the 
| quantity and proportion of graſs ſeeds to each acre, is, red 

_ clover, 10 1b, ; white ditto, 2 Ib.; rib-graſs, 2 Ib.; and rye-grafs, 
2 boll.— Ten years ago, there were no turnips to be ſeen ; and 
| now, every one who is not doing more or leſs in that way, 
is conſidered as void of all ſpirit and {kill. It is found by ex. 
perience, that theſe green crops, not only meliorate the 
ground, but are of more preſent value than the beſt crops of 
barley or oats“. — The occupiers of fmall farms go on, or 
ought to go on, ſyſtematically, in the following rotation: iſt, 
Potatoes and turnips ; 2d, barley ſown with graſs ſeeds ; zd, 
hay; 4th, paſture; 5th, oats. This rotation, or a rotation 
of 4 crops, ſetting apart the 5th diviſion for perpetual paſture, 
keeps the ground clean and in good heart. The crofts of 
Symington are divided, with hedge and ditch, into incloſures 
of 10, 15, and 20 acres, and let from rl. 33. to II. 138. 
per acre. The larger farms, which are not incloſed, let at 
about 108. per acre. Of * only one is rented above 100l. 
Being 
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* 


* The ſudden change; in this place, is to be aſcribed, in a great meaſure, to 
the example ſet by the late Major T EITE, who, on retiring from the army, 
in order to amuſe himſelf, and advance the happineſs of mankind, took a leaſe, 
from his brother, of Tog acres of the moſt uſeleſs part of the eſtate, wholly 
covered with broom, and let for a ſheep walk, at 8I. per annum. In the ſpace 
of ſix years, this barren field was made to produce excellent crops of corn, 
turnips and hay; and wouLD now, with the ſteading of houſes, let at £1647 
TIMES THE FORMER RENT. Lime being got at four miles diſtance, the expence 
was moderate. This example had, as might be expected, a noble effect. Some 
are ſtill attached to the old huſbandry. All new ſchemes, however wiſe and be- 


neficial, in this and every other department, will, for a time, be ſtrongly op- 
poſed by pride and prejudice : But bigotry in farming, is more eaſily eradicated 
than bigotry in religion, as the bad conſequences of a wrong ſyſtem are more 
_ viſible, and ſooner felt, in the one caſe than in the other. 


me! 
ten 
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Bring at 2 Aiflance from any great town, W ſell com- 


monly at 48. the boll, and therefore are not raiſed in great 
quantities, A and no more than is abſolutely neceſſary ſhould be 
raiſed, as they are a ſcourging crop, as well as lint. | One acre 


of turnips will produce more food for cattle, than two acres 
1 * 


© 


 Herito „, Church, School, Sc. — There are 3 heritors, and 
1 feuer. The principal heritor reſides occaſionally. Mr. 


Lockhart of Carnwath is patron.— The living, (or more pro- 
perly the ſtarving 1), is 551. Its. 14d. Indeed, much can- 


not be expected, as the rental does not exceed 7ool.; and 
there are 5 parochial churches, and 2 diſſenting meeting 


houſes, within 3 miles of, the church of Symington 1. The 
church was repaired in 1761, and the manſe rebuilt in 1790. 


—The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 8l. 6s. 8d. He has taught for 


theſe 5o years, with ſuch fidelity and unwearied perſeverance, 
28, in ſome lines of life, would have loaded him with riches 
and bonour. 


Poor.— The funds for the proviſion of the poor, are the 


weekly collections, (which, at an average, amount to 61, 


A —_ and the intereſt of 10ol., gradually raiſed by 
| 4E 2 the 


* The price of labour has, of late, increaſed according to the rapid progreſs 
of manufaQures, ' A ploughman, who was formerly hired at 5 l., now demands, 
and gets, $1, a year; and the wages of all labourers, mechanics, &c. are raiſed, 


nearly i in the ſame proportion, 


+ The preſent incumbent is married, and bas ſix ſons and one daughter. 


lle was admitted i in 1783. 


I Kirks have been planted, and pariſhes marked out, without rule or judge 
ment ; for there are many pariſhes more numerous, and many much more ex- 


tenſive than theſe ſix conjoined, This is an old grievance, and ought to be re- 


Telled, before any new object of reſoxm be taken into conſideration. 


= — — AA PAGE Ct —— G - 
— — — — 2 — — — 
— — 2 . * 4 — - * "ey —— —- 
— — — — 7 SD — SF ans. eo — - — 


— — oe 
— . 


2 — — 


— — — 


ES 


— 
- 5 —— r —— noon 
3 — * $I DOS 7, IDS ID 2 


— 7 
GR = ig es Kone ALEC os oe 


————— —————— — — 


— — 


22 


— — 


_ — 
r 1 
r rr 


538 Statiflical Account 

the joint contributions of the inhabitants, without the ſmalleſ 
aſſiſtance from the heritors. Theſe have hitherto ſupplied all 
demands, and none were ever known to beg. The elders are 


| fo attentive to the diſtreſſed, that they have feldom any occaſion 


to call for aſſiſtance; and there is no diſtinction made, whether 
they belong to the Eſtabliſhment or not. Beſides ſupplying 
the ordinary poor, the kirk- ſeſſion are always ready to ac. 
commodate induftrious perſons, who have met with any un. 
foreſeen misfortunes, or who are unable to work, with ſmall 
fums, to be returned on a change of circumſtances. This 
practice is attended with happy conſequences, not only to the 
| perſons thus relieved, but to the public; and it is found to 
be a moſt effectual method of nenn te intereſt of virtue 
: and induſtry. 


| Population—The population has increaſed within thel 
: 40 Tom; - 


STATISTICAL TABLE of the PARISH of SYMINGTON. 


Number of individalss, = 307 Number of weavers and their 
Return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, 264 apprentices, = 2 
e — — ſhoemakers, 2 

Increaſe, - 43 —— dancing maſters, - 7 

Number of males, = = 151 cooper, 
| females, - = 155 — , 
Burgher Seceders, = 8 — — blackſmiths, - 4 

Reliever, : 1 — wright, - = 7 

- perſans under 10, = 76 A 

— — from 10 to 20 — 77 —äͤ— hecklers, 3 
ERASE 20 t0.30, 47 — ieee, >: 1 

—— — 3e % e, 37 — ſchoolmaſterss, } 
— — to S0 27 —Ä2 clergymen, 1 
— —ę— o to 60, 20 day labourer, 5 
0 ꝗto 0 - 14 work horſes, # 
— — — 70 to 80, 1 young ditto, 1 
— — — 80 to 90, 3 cows, young and old, 255 

e — — hy, - 
Tera = gen | Nuwbe 
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Number of ſwine, +» -— 33 5 Acres ſown with turnips, 3 32 


5 carts, 3 - 44 Houſes built within the laſt 8g 
. ww on RE x CdS 
harrows, - 44 - rebuilt, - - 9 


| Aland with timber, 80 Cattle fed on turnips, - © 35 


—— ſown with graſs ſeeds, - 66 , | Sheep fed on ditto, = «= | 100 


Character. The virtues of ſobriety and induſtry, and a re- 
gular attendance on divine inſtitutions, are no where more 


ſtrictly obſerved. The people live comfortably, are contented 
with their fituation, and well affected to the eſtabliſhed con- 
ſtitution, in church and ſtate*.—An attempt was made, at the 
beginning of the Seceſſion, to ſettle a diſſenting congregation 
in Symington, and many violent harrangues were delivered, 


on the ſpots and B; lemiſbes of the backſliding generation, and 
on the errors and corruptions of the church f,—The diflenters 
„ 5 e "ms 


* The only grievance which they complain of, is the trifling tax on BIRTHS, 
Every country pariſh has its philoſophers, politicians and divines. Theſe leaders 
of the people make their obſervations on every thing that paſſes; and their re- 
marks are ſometimes ſhrewd and ſenſible. They apprehend, that, inſtead of 


faying @ duty on the birth of a child, the parents ſhould receive a reward, and 


have privileges and immunities granted to them, according to the number of 


their children. But their chief objection is on the ſcore of religion. Con- 


necting births with baptiſm, it is conſidered as a tax on that ordinance. View- 
ing it in this light, the idea, of paying for the ſacrament, is, of all others, the moſt 
impious and profane. It is ſuppoſed to imply a contempt of all the blood that 
has been ſhed in the proteſtant cauſe, and as giving freedom to the beaf!, witb the 
ſeven heads and ten borns, to trample the memory of ts old « covenanters under his 


feet. 


As a Heckmen of the 1 and eloquence of thafs times, the following 
part of a prayer, for the eſtabliſhed miniſter of the place, is kept in remembrance, 
as uttered by one of the preachers on the green, after a diſcourſe, in which he 
and his brethren were repreſented in the blackeſt colours: Thou knoweſt | 
7 that the bly ſaĩvelling body 1 is not worthy even to Keep a — in thy houſe. 

| 60 7 On 
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are now of a very different ſpirit. - To their praiſe be it 


1 they are the ſons of peace and order; and have, by 


their decent and moderate conduct, acquired a very high de. 

gree of reſpectability, As an evidence of their moderation, 

uch as reſide here attend divine worſhip in the pariſh church 
coccaſionally, without ſeruple of conſcience or dread of cenſure, 
0 They ſhew the utmoſt civility to the incumbent, and aſk him 
to viſit their families and fick, which is done with the fame 


ce  eare and attention, that is paid to the reſt of the flock. 


F Extraordinary Cure of Canine Madneſs. —There is a plow. 


man living in the pariſh, named Andrew Shanky, who was 
bitten by a mad dog in April 1783. The circumſtances of 
the caſe, and the manner of the cure, being fingular, and well 
authenticated, the relating them may lead to ſome important 
_ diſcovery, in this hitherto unexplored region of medical ſci- 
ence V. No ſuſpicion of madneſs was entertained at the time 


When the dog bit the man's hand; accordingly little regard 


was paid to it, though it bled conſiderably. The buſineſs, in 


which he was about to be employed, was driving lime ; and 


an hour and a half elapſed before he arrived at the lime 


kiln, He ſays, that the evening was very cold; and the un- 
lacked hot lime, blown by the wind, fretted the wound ſo 
much, that he was obliged to wipe it frequently, Next day, 


being Sunday, the ſame dog bit the other dogs about the 
houſe, and ſeveral con, belonging to the farmer whom 


Shanky 


Cut him down as a cumberer of the ground; tear him up, root and branch, 


1 and caſt the wild rotten ſtump out of thy vineyard, Threſh him, Lord, and 


* dinna ſpare! O threſh him tightly, with the flail of thy wrath, and mak 3 
A ſtrae wiſp o' him to ſtap the mouth of hell!“ 


It is ſaid to have been the opinion of the late Sir Joux PRINGLF, that 


no cure had yet been ſound for the bite of a mad dog, and probably ut 
would, | 
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Shanky was eg j and likewiſe a maſtif belonging to a 
carter, who was paſſing by on the Monday. The farmer be- 
gan to take ſome precautions. Accordingly, the dog was 
chained down in a ſeparate houſe, where he refuſed food, and 
died in a few days. The other dogs attempted, ſome time after, 


to bite people. The maſtiff turned mad, and was killed. — 


Shanky ſays, that his mind was now filled, day and night, 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions, and he laid his account 
with the moſt horrible Kind of death. In three weeks, one 
cow was ſeized with the diſeaſe, and the others ſoon after, 

till ro of them died. He ſays, that the cattle foamed at the 
mouth; their ſides went like a pair of bellows; their dung 
became of the conſiſtency and colour of tar, and their hind 
legs failed, fo that they fell down and died. The family, being 
interrogated on the ſubject, agree exactly with Shanky ; ; and 
as he, and John Barclay, in the pariſh of Lamington, whom 
he was ſerving at the time, are men of undoubted veracity, 
no matter of fact can be better aſcertained ; and there is no 
queſtion but the hot lime from the kill operated the cure, 
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| Origin of tbe Name. 


ME. name, like moſt other places, has been variouſly 
ſpelt. In the charter granted by King Robert, in the 

gth year of his reign, (anno 1315), to Thomas de Er ſeyne, 
it is ſpelt Away; and, in ſome ſubſequent ones, Aulway, 
Auleway, and ſometimes Alloway. Camden, in his Britannia, 
ſeems to think it the Aauna of the Romans. He ſays, 
22 . e M0 "Ty 


_ * When the Romatis croſſed the Forth, it ſeems bd that it was cither 
by the ford of Manor, a ſmall creek, about 6 miles higher up the water than 
Alloa, or at the ſord of the Froſk, which is only a mile and a half from it. 
There are veſtiges of a Roman cauſeway, running into the river at Manor; 
and it is only within theſe 13 or 14 years, that the remains of a ſmall cafetlun, 
for protecting the paſſage, have been been totally defaced. In 1774, a ſword, 
or dagger, of a compoſition reſembling braſs, was taken up in a ſalmon net, 
between the ford of Froſk and Manor. It had on its point a piece of a human 
ſcull. It appeared to be of Roman workmanſhip; and ſeems to confirm the 
opinion, that this part of the river had been frequented by the Romans, 35 5 
paſſage from the ſouth to the north. This dagger was preſented by Mr. 
ALEXANDER CoLDsTREAM, ſchoolmaſter at Crieff, (into whoſe hands it fell 
when ſchoolmaſter at Alloa), to the Society of Antiquarians in Perth. 
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« Ptolemy places Alauna ſomewhere about Sterling ; and it 
« was either upon Mon, a little river, that runs here into the 


40 Forth, or at * a feat of the Exſkines 15 


e <hithor is 4 port . the county of Clackmannan, 


ftuated on the north fide of the river Forth, weſt long. 3? 45” | 


lat. 55 to'. It is about 24x miles higher up the frith than 


Leith, and x7 lower down the river than Stirling, The wind- 
_ ings of the. Forth, between Stirling and Alloa, are very re- 


markable ; the diſtance, from the quay of Alloa, to the quay 


of Stirling, meaſured in the centre of the river, is 17 miles, 
end to the bridge of Stirling it is x9z miles; whereas the 
diſtance, by land, from Alloa to the bridge of Stirling, does 


not exceed 7 miles, though the turnings in the road are nu- 


merous. 1 is the moſt conſiderable port in the river; for 
the upper part of the Frith of Forth begins at Kennet Pans 


and Higgins Neuk.— There are 3 feet greater depth of wa- 


ter, in the harbour of Alloa, than on the bar of Leith. 


Extent, and Soil. The pariſh is, on an average, about 
4 miles from E. to W. and about 2 miles from N. to 8. 
It confiſts of about 3, 900 acres. It is bounded on the 
fouth by the Forth; and ther bend of the river is fo great, 
that the banks meaſure about 5T miles, The grounds, 


on the banks of the Forth, are flat, and of a very 


Vi - 4F „„ rich 


It might ſeem whimſical to derive the name gf Alloa from the Greek, and 
yet there are ſeveral circumſtances, which might tend to juſtify that conjecture. 
Aaaus Was a rural feaſt of the Athenians, which was adopted by the Romans, and 
anfwered to our herveſt lame. It was alſo uſed to ſignify a grove, or fruitful 
plain, well adapted to the celebration of ſuch a feaſt. If we ſuppoſe, that the 
Romans made good their paſſage acroſs the Forth, about the time of harveſt, 
we may eaſily conjecture that they ſhould conceive the idea of celebrating their 
harveſt feaſt, at a time which they thought Prop! itious to their wiſhes, eſpecially 


in a ſituation peculiarly fitted for that purpoſe ; and hence they might very na- 
wrally affix to that place the name of Au, 
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rich FEES or kerſe ſoil. | Thoſe on the Jacks of the Pe. 
von, are a good carſe or clay, though not quite ſo fertile. The 
grounds riſe pretty fuddenly from the carſes, and are of a light 
kind, but fertile. Towards the centre of the pariſh, the 


” grounds are pretty high. They are moſt agreeably eee, 


i che land is much infeior 1 in „ 


; Cong and Tower, 6 . of the town is plea. 
| ſant. There are ſtrata of rock, that run a conſiderable way 


between the kerſe and the high grounds, and break off about 


the Ferry, a little above the harbour. On part of this rock 


is built the Tower, and the ancient part of the town of | 


Alloa.— The Tower is the reſidence of the repreſentatives 
of the family of Mars, and is now poſſeſſed by a grandſon 
of the late Earl; who has repaired the houſe, and made great 
improvements on the land. It was built prior to the year 
1300. The higheſt turret is 89 feet from tbe ground, and 
the thickneſs of the walls is 11 feet. Notwithſtanding its being 
ſituated on a flat, there is a moſt uncommonly fine rich proſ- 
pect, from the top of the Tower; and ꝗ counties can be difcern- 
ed from it. The gardens, which were laid out by the late 
Earl, in the old taſte, of long avenues, and clipt hedges, are 


confiderably modernized ; and the large lawn is now dreſſing 


up; ſo that the many fine trees in it will be ſhewn to advan- 
tage. There was originally a natural wood to the eaſtward, 
and the greateſt part of it ſtill remains. All kinds of trees, 
thrive remarkably well; and there are oaks, beeches, elms, 


planes or ſycamores, limes, and aſhes of conſiderable circum- 


ference. There is an uncommon fine black poplar, that mea- 
ſures 137 feet round, at the height of 3 or 4 feet from the 
ground. The town formerly almoſt eee the tower, 
as in the rude ages they afforded mutual benefits to each other. 


Within theſe 30 years, Rong old houſes, ſituated near the tower, 
| | have 
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have been pürchiafsd by the faniily. Moſt of the ſtreets are 2 


narrow and irregular“. . 


| Harbour, Dock, mid Ey —At the end of this Falk, i 


is the harbour of Alloa, where, at neap tides, the water riſes 


from 12 to 15 feet, and at ſpring tides from 17 to 22. The 
quay is built of rough hewn ſtone, in a ſubſtantial manner; ; „ 


and runs within the land, and forms a pow, or {mall creek; 


where the rivulet; that runs through the N. E. end of the 


town, falls into the river, There is an act of parliament, that 
lays a ſmall duty on the anchorage, for ſupport and improve- 


ment of the harbour ; and this laſt year, the truſtees of this 


fund have confiderably widened the pow. A little above the 


harbour, there is an excellent dry dock, capable of receiving 
veſſels of great burthen ; both from the depth of the water, 


which is 16 feet at ſpring tides, and the width of the gates; 

Which is 344, free of all obſtruQions; Oppoſite to the dock, 
there is a great depth of water, with excellent anchorage, 
and full room to ſwing the largeſt veſſel. As the dock has 


no connection with the harbour, nor is fituated near any 
buildings, the crews of the veflels that are repairing can 


cook on board. —Above the dry dock there is a ferry, which 


is ſometimes called the Craig Ward, and fometimes the King's 
Ferry, where two very complete piers have been built, one 


on each ſide of the river; which renders it an eaſy, ſafe, and 


8 commodious 


»The late karl ſeems to liave been particularly attentive to the healthineſs 
el the town, and to have endeavoured to make the ſtreets broader, and as 


ſtraight as the irregularity of the former ones would admit of, fo as to unite 


them, He built one ſtreet on a regular plan, It runs in a line parallel to the 
gardens, It is called Fobn's Street, and leads to the harbour. It is between 
76 and 80 feet broad, and terminates in a beautiful gravel walk. A row of 


lime trees, on every ſide, affords an agreeable ſhade in ſummer, and a comfort 
able ſhelter in winter. 
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commodious paſſage, at all times of the tide, The breadth of 


the water here, at high tide, is above half a mile *, 


24 Glaſs- Houſe, Tile and Tari-work,—To the weſt of the ferry 
ſtands a glaſs-houſe, for making bottles, which is thought t 


be the moſt conveniently ſituated of any in Britain. It can 


have whatever quantity of coals it requires, at a very eaſy 


rate, as they are conveyed from the pits, to the very door of 
the glaſs-houfe, by a waggon way, There is a pier adjoining 


to the houſe, by which all materials wanted are loaded and 
_ unloaded. It is ſaid, that there are propoſals making for 
building another houſe. The extent, to which the manufactory 
of glaſs has been carried, is amazing. It is not half a century, 
ſince one glaſs houſe at Leith, and one at Glaſgow, ſupplicd 


all Scotland, while the Company wrought the one half year 
at the one place, and the next at the other. Similar obſerya- 


tions might be made on other manufactures, and lead to very 
enlarged ſpeculations.—A little to the N. W. of the glaſs- 
Houſe, there is a tile and brick work, upon a pretty large ſcale, 
and well employed. Above that, there is a good tan-work. 


F bing, lande, Water Fowls, Wc.—Before we leave the 
river, upon whoſe banks all theſe different works are ſituated, 
_ wewult take notice of the fiſhing. It is certain, that, for 


many years, numbers of people took to the fiſhing of ſalmon, 
during the ſummer months,. but in a bad ſtile, with what 15 


called pock nets, They were not very ſucceſsful,” as might 


- have 


* If the ſcheme of making turnpike roads, on both ſides, takes place, this will. 
be one of the ſhorteſt, and mioſt agreeable communications, opened between the 
north and the ſouth, with ſcarcely any interruption from wind or tide. Mr. 
ER8KINE has lately begun to feu out ground for a NEW] Tow, between John 
Strect and the Ferry, on a beautiful field, and regular plan. It promiſes to be 
an airy healthy place, and excellently calculated for thoſe. who are carrying 22 
buſineſs at the harbour, 


of 
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hows 1 been een hens; they MIR though with 
ſmall advantage, till a law-fuit was carried on againſt them 
by the town of Stirling; ; and the mode of pock nets being ; 
condemned, on an old: act of parliament, they were reſtrained 
within certain limits, from fiſhing in that manner; and the 
fiſhing, ſince that time, has been moſtly abandoned j.—Aſter 
paſling the ferry of Craig Ward, the river becomes narrower; 
and there are ſome beautiful iſlands, which are called Inches. 


Theſe furniſh excellent paſture for cattle during the ſummer, 


and are eſteemed medicinal for ſuch as are weakly or ſick. 
They are a gentle kind of falt marſh, as they are entirely > 
covered with water in ſpring tides. Theſe Inches are fre- 
quented by great quantities of water fowl, viz. wild ducks,. 
teals, widgeons, gulls, &c. &c. Here they find ſhelter, and a 
variety of food ſuited to their nature. Sometimes ſcarts, or 


cormorants, gocſeanders, &c. appear here. The ſtormy pet- 


terels, or what the ſailors call Mother Cary's chickens, were ſeen 
about the Ferry laſt winter; and one of them was killed by 
Mr. Erſkine, junior. It was thought ſingular to ſee thefe 
birds, who ſeldom appear near the land, fo far up the country. 


Upon the point of theſe inches, they erect what are called 


gares, a ſort of ſcaffold projecting into the water; upon which 


they build little huts to protect them from the weather; from 


theſe ſcaffolds they let down, at certain times of the tide, their 


nets, and are often very ſucceſsful in taking the ſmaller fiſh, 
fluch as herrings, gar vies, or ſprats, parlings, or ſmelts, ſmall 
whitings, haddccks, fea. trouts, and eels. In this manner ſal- 


mon 


Had this reſtraint operated as it ought to have done, and obliged them to 


| Have exchanged their method, and employed the long nets, the beſt effects 


would probably have followed, The excuſe generally given for not trying it, 
is the depth of water, and foulneſs of the bottom. The laſt, it is thought: 
might be partly remedied; and the ſucceſs which attends this method, a little. 
farther weſt, and in the ſame pariſh, gives great encouragement to make the 
* periment. | 
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mon are ſometimes caught; as well as Congo. eels, ſtargesr, 
: ſoals, turbots, cod, gurnet, or piper, and ſkate.* Sometimes, 
about the end of September, there comes a vaſt ſhoal of fiſh, 
called gandanooks, or Egyptian berrings. They have a faint 
reſemblance of the mackarel, but with a long ſharp bill, like 
a ſnipe. This becomes fatal to them on our muddy banks, as 
the bill is fixed in the mud; and in this way they are entangled, 
and caught in great quantities, on the ebbing of the tide, 
They are not an unpleaſant fiſh, but rather dry ; they are 
| however a great relief to many poor people. Porpoiſes now 
and then appear here, and ſometimes ſmall whales have been 
ſeen and taken +, To 


| Tullibogy. fn proceeding up "the: river, we come to the 


| barony of Tullibody. The houſe is ſet down in the Carſe, 


almoſt cloſe to the water fide. Behind it, on the north, 
there is a beautiful bank, well furniſhed with a variety 
of fine trees . and on each hand of this bank, almoſt at 
equal diſtances from the houſe, there are two prominences, 
jutting out into the Carſe, which ſeem to protect and ſhelter 
the lower grounds. The one on the eaſt is covered with trees, 
and the one on the welt with ſome farm houſes, * 


3 Fiſh, Oc. — In the front of the houſe is the river, 
: with two of the Inches formerly mentioned. | From this, up h 


to 


. In September 1777, a ſkate, of the ſpecies of the ſharp noſed ray, was 


Fs eaught here, which was of a very large ſize. The length, from the tip of the 


noſe to the end of the tail, was 7 feet 3 inches; the breadth, ſrom the extremity 
of one fin to that of the other, 5 feet 3 inches; and it weighed 134 ſtones 
Dutch weight, which is about 21 cwt. avoirdupoiſe. 


I About 2 years ago, an angler, or fiſbing frog, was thrown aſhore at the 

Ferry. It is a fiſh of a very uncommon appearance, reſembling a frog in its 

tadpole ſtate, They ſometimes grow to a large ſize, and arc e thought to be 2 
treat n to the dog fiſh, 
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to the Danibas, they continue to 6h with tolerable facceſs, 
General Abercromby now lets the fiſhing ſor 4ol. per annum, 
which formerly only gave 51. Upon the welt, and not a mile 


from the houſe of Tullibody, the river Devon diſcharges it- 


ſelf into the Forth; and veſlels of tolerable burden can load 


and unload, at a pier, built at the mouth of the Devon. Sloops 
and large boats, loaded with grain, come up near to the village 

| of Cambus, to fupply the mills, and a brewery, and to carry 

of the manufactures of both. A high dam-head, erected for 


driving the corn and barley mills on each fide of the river, 


forms a great obſtruction to the ſalmon getting up the Devon. 


They are ſeen often attempting this, but they ſeldom ſucceed, 
except in high tides. Au oil mill has latel y been erected on 


this river, which is ſaid to perſorm a great deal of work. On : 


the other fide of the Devon, there is a rich flat piece of ground, 


called We eft Cambus, belonging to Lord Alva. It conſiſts of 


160 acres of ground, which is let in two farme, one of which 
has the corn mill. The tenants pay Kain, ceſs and ſchool= 


maſter's ſalary, over and above their rent. The lands of Ban- 
death, Kerſie, and part of the Froſk, which all lie on the other 


fide of the Forth, are bound and thirled to the mill of Weſt 
Cambus“ . Weſt 3 18 bounded by the Pry of Logie, 


both ; 


* Some years ago, besen the Cambus and the Froſk ford: there was toes 5 


ged up a braſs collar, with this inſcription on it: © ALEXANDER STEVART, 


* found guilty of death for theft, at Perth, 5th December 1 701, and gifted by the 


M Fofticiars, as a perpetual ſervant to Sir JOUN ARESKEN of ALva.” This collar 
is now in the poſſeſſion of the Antiquarian Society of Scotland, with the follow- 


ing copy of the juſticiar's gift, which is taken front the original in the Duke 


of Atholl's charter houſe : | 
At Perth, the 5th day of Ducenther 1701. The commiſſioners of Juſti- 


* ciary of the ſouth diſtrict, for ſecuring the peace in the Highlands, conſidering 


that Donald Robertſon, Alexander Stewart, John Robertſon, and Donald 
„ M Donald, priſoners within the tolbooth, and indicted and tried at this Court, 
| “ and, 
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both on a north and weſt. The lands of Eaſt Cones run 
along the banks of the Devon, until they meet with the upper 

* of. * The he wg and Lower baronies of 
e Tullibody, 


and, by virtue of the inqueſt, returned guilty of death; 1d che | Genin, 
ers have changed their pun.ſhm2nt of death to perpetual ſervitude, and that 


* 

te 
* the ſaid pannels are at the court's diſpoſal: Therefore, the ſaid commiſſioners 
* have given and gifted, and hereby give and gift the ſaid Donald M. Donald, 
“ one of the ſaid priſoners, as a perpetual ſervant to the Right Honourable 
* John Earl of Tullibardine; recommending to his Lordſhip to cauſe provide 
< an collar of braſs, iron, or copper, which, by his ſentence or doom, whereof 
& an extract 1s delivered to the magiſtrates of the ſaid burgh of Perth, is to be 
upou his neck, with this inſcription, * Donald M*Donaid, found guilty of 
e dcath for theft, at Perth, December 5. 1901, and gifted, as a perpetual ſervant, 
to John Earl of Tullibardine :* And recommending alſo to his Lordſhip, to 
4 tranſport him from the ſaid priſon once the next week. And the ſaid com- 
* miſſioners have ordained, and hereby ordain the magiſtrates of Perth, and 
% keeper of their tolbooth, to deliver the ſaid Donald M Donald to the faid 
« Earl of Tollibardine, having the ſaid collar and inſcription, conform to the 
4 ſentence and doom aforeſaid. Extracted from the books of adjournal of the 
2” = a diſtrict by me James Taylor, writer to his e 8 ſiguet, clerk of court 

Sic ſubſeribitur James Taylor, Clk." 
Since this account was wrote, it has been found to be a miſtake, that this 
collar was taken up near the Cambus; for it was dragged by a net out of the 
Forth, oppoſite to Chamberlain Lands, in the pariſh of Logie, whereof Sir John 
Arſkin is ſuperior, But as the hiſtory of this collar was probably unknown 
to Mr. Wxichr, when he wrote the account of the pariſn of Loc ix, it is inſert- 
ed here as a curious fact, well worthy of being generally known. | 


+ Here there are ſome fine crofts, which arc ſuppoſed to have given the name 
of Tullibothy, or Tullibody, (i. e. the creſt of the. cath}, to the barony and village, 
which ſtands at the head of it. Many new houſes have been built of late. 
There are the remains of an old church in Tullibody ; the lands of which, with 


the inches and fiſhings, drarrated in a charter by DAvip I., who founded the 


abbey of Cambuſkenneth, in the year 1147; and are made over to that abbacy, 
together with the church of Tullibody, and its chapel of Alloa, There are no 
records of the union of theſe two churches of Alloa and Tullibody, It ſeems 
probable, that it was about the beginning of the Reformation, It appears from 
Joux RNox, that, in the year 1559, when 1oreeur d Of: ! commandcd the French 
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Tullibody f, or | ide are called the Carſe ag Drofietd, con- | 
tain about 1, 100 acres, The tenants pay Fains and ceſs, and 


are obliged to carry their farm barley 5 miles, if required ; 


Vor. VIII. . e but 


ede a iti FE" of Fife, they: Wet ASE the arrival of the Engliſh 


fleet, and thought of nothing but a haſty retreat. It was in the month of 
January, and at the breaking up of a great ſtorm. William Kirkcaldy of 
Grange, attentive to the circumſtances in which the French were caught, took 


advantage. of this ſituation, and marched with great expedition towards Stirling, 


and cut the bridge of Tullibedy, which is over the Devon, to prevent their re- 


treat. T he French, finding no other means of eſcape, took the roof off the 


church, and laid it along the bridge where it was cut, and got ſafe to Stirling. 
lt is generally believed, that this church remained in the ſame diſmantled ſtate 
till ſome years ago, that George Abercromby, Eſq. of Tullibody, covered it; 
with a new roof, and erected within it a tomb for his family. There i is {till a 


large burying ground round this church ; and on the north ſide of it, where 


there had been formerly an entry, there is a ſtone coffin, with a niche for the 
head, and two for the arms, covered with a thick hollowed lid, like a tureen, 
The lid is a good deal broken; but a curious tradition is preſerved of the collin, 


viz. That a certain young lady of the neighbourhood had declared her af- 
« fection for the miniſter, who, either from his ſtation, or want of inclination, 


4 made no returns; that the lady fickened and died; but gave orders not to 
* bury her in the ground, but to put her body in the ſtone coffin, and place it 


« at the entry to the church.” Thus was the Jour: vicar puniſhed ; and the 


tone retains the name of the Maiden Stone, 


On the eaſt andof the village and crofts, there Was a 18 rugged piece of 
ground, upwards of 140 acres, formerly Jet at 40l. Scotch, or 31. 6s. 8d. Ster- 


lng. Between 60 and 70 years ago, it was incloſed, and planted with ſirs. 
When they were between 40 and 50 years of age, they were cut, and ſold at 
from Fol. to bol. per acre; and the ground is now planted with oaks, which are 


in a very thriving condition—lmmediately on the eaſt of this wood, there 
is a riſing ground, in the upper barony of Alloa, called Lern“ Hill, probably 
from its being the ſpot where the Marquis ct Lorn encamped, when in purſuit 


of the ? Marquis of Montroſe in the civil wars, Mr. Erſkine, about 14 years 


ago, built a farm houſe and good offices cn it. It was formerly a dreary and 
uncultivated waſte, though the grounds were beautifully varied. Mr. Erſcine 


has humoured the lying of the ground, in forming his incloſures and clumps, and 


delts or ſtrips of planting; ſo that it iq at preſent a pleaſant ſpot, and wall, in a 
* years, become a very agreeable Are ernce, 
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and offices take up a pretty large ſpace. 


602 Stat ical Account 

but this ſeldom or never r happens. They are ſubject alſo to a 
_ darg (orday's work), for every acre, or r rod. per mum. All 
5 multures are e 


Sdbaw 8 the N. E. extremity of the pariſh, 
ſtands SHaw PARK, the ſeat of Logd CaTHcaRT. The houſe 
The grounds about 
it are delightfully varied, and ſet off the large plantations to 

great advantage. The late Lord beſtowed a very large ſum 

of money, on it and the houſe ; 

2 miles diſtant. It commands an extenſive proſpect. From 
the drawing room windows, you have in view a fine reach of 
the river, with the towers of Alloa and Clackmannan, and 
the caſtle of Stirling; and even the hills of A in e 
"pd Ben Lomond, are eas „ 


Artificial E 2 Oc. A the eaſtern extremity of 
the pariſh, there 1s a large artificial piece of water, that looks 
like a lake, It was made about the beginning of the century, 
at a very conſiderable expence, for the uſe of the Alloa coal 
Works. It is called Gartmorn Dam. 
heightened and repaired a few years ago, is faced with rough 
hewn ſtone, and meaſures upwards of 320 yards. When the 
dam is full, it covers 128 Scotch acres of ground, nearly 
equal to I 62 Engliſh ſtatute acres. There is a {luice, which 
regulates the quantity of water to be conveyed into a lade, 
which firſt drives a mill, originally erected for grinding ſnuff, 
but now better employed in chipping and grinding wood and 
dye ſtuffs. A lint mill has, within theſe few years, been built, 
juſt before the water 1s conveyed 1nto pipes for forcing it up 
to the engine, for raiſing the water out of the coal pits, and to 

another for drawing up the coals, Having performed theſe 
important 


ground riſes to it gradually from the Forth, which is about 


The head, which was 


| of Alloa. _ DE 603 


mpottant purpoſes, for which the large reſervoir was origin- 


ally made, the ſame water is again collected into a ſmaller 
dam, and from thence conveyed in a lade, to a fine ſet of mills 
in the town of Alloa, for grinding wheat, oats, and malt, and 


making pearl batley. There are two large wheels, of 19 feet 
diameter, in the centre of the houſe, which drive the whole 


machinery in both ends of the mills. Though all the mills are 
ſeldom employed at the ſame time, they can be wrought, on a 
great exertion, and are capable of grinding 400 bolls, about 


equal to 259 quarters, in a day. From theſe mills the was 
ter falls into a rivulet, that runs through the town, and drives a 
ſauff and fulling mill; it then paſſes through Mr. Erſkine's plea= 
ſure grounds, till it comes near the harbour; where it is again 
confined by a ſtrong dam of earth; and a large ſluice is built 


in it, of hewn ſtone, with a long trough of ſtone, which gives 


the water a prodigious velocity, for clearing the harbour of 
the mud: ſo that this little water, originally a ſmall branch 
of the Black Devon, (fed only by a few ſprings, and the ſur- 


face water), is made to ſerve the moſt important purpoſes, by 
driving 7 mills, within this pariſh, beſides N che har- 


ä der. 


| eee 20 years ago, the huſbandry of this 


pariſh was uncommonly bad, particularly in the barony of 


Allos f. On the expiration of the zacks (leaſes), a great 


4 G 2 change 


* Theſe mills have been erected thin theſe 10 years. The building is 93 


let long, over walls, 31 feet broad, and 32 high. The machinery alone coſt 
Hol. and is uncommonly well executed. From the time the foundation ſtone 


was laid, it was not quite 14 months before the mills began to work; and, not- 


withſtanding the great ſtreſs upon ſuch new walls, they were ſo well built, that 
there is not the ſmalleſt crack to be obſerved. 


+ The farms were ſmall, and the miſerable fleadiags (the old phraſe for a farm 
touſe and offices), denoted the poverty of the tenants, who relied ſolely on the 


driving 
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tenants v were no . 8 obliged to POL coals ; all Eh and 
thirlages were aboliſhed; ; incloſing » went briſkly on, and the 
fences are now remarkable, both for ſtrength : and beauty, A 
wall of 24 feet high, bu it with ſtone and lime, i 15 placed with. 

320 a foot of the thorns, according to Sir George Suttie me- 
thod, thus mixing the ſecurity of the fence with the beauty 
and warmth of the hedge. "There are many clumps and ſtrips 
of planting interſperſed through the farms; fo that, in a few 
years, what was a moſt uncomfortable FER waſte, will be. 
come one of the beſt eultivated, and moſt beautiful ſpots i in 
Scotland. Tue! improvement of agriculture has, indeed, been 
' molt uncommonly rapid 1 in this little corner, perhaps more fo 
a than in almoſt afiy other“. 8 There are ſix  threſhing machines 
2 8 in 


driving of the EP for the payment of their pittance of 1 rent: and 3 
| themſelves with ſcratching a ſmall part of their grounds, the prodnce of which 
was ſcarcely ſufficient to maintain themſelves and their cattle, 'There were no 
incloſures, and the ground was over-run with wwhins (furze), broom, and all kinds 
of weeds, which but too o plainly marked the poverty, ſloth and ignorance ol the 
| poſſeſſors. | 


* Juſt as the ſpirit of improvement was beginning to ſhew itſelf, an intelli- 
gent Eaſt Lothian farmer took a farm in this pariſh, (conſiſting of upwards of 
200 Scotch acres, or 254 Engliſh ſtatute acres), who was remarkable for his 
good plowing, draining, and dreſſing of his grounds. His example quickencd 
the diligence of bis neighbours. A few years after he was ſettled here, he pro- 
poſed to his landlord and brother farmers, to have trials of ſkill among the 
ploughmen; which ſcheme was eagerly adopted, and PLOWING MATCHES Were 
firſt eſtabliſhed in 1784. Laſt ſpring, (T791), 40 ploughs appeared, in an ob- 
long field of 12 Scotch, or 15 Engliſh acres, all with two horſes, and no drivers. 
Ihe improved chain plough, on Small's conſtruction, was the only one uſed; and 
it was computed that 1,600l. never placed the horſes and ploughs on the field. 
The ſituation, being ſhort ridges-on a gentle declivity, ſet off the ſhew to ths 
greateſt advantage; ſo that, to any one ſond of huſbandry, the ſight was moſt 


| uncommonly delightful and plealing. In ſhort, the good effects ol this in{litu* | 
tion have ſurpalled the warmeſt expectations of its ehe From this pe 


riod 


J in thi 


water 
was N 
as the 
a ligh 
might 
ver I 


Mien 


of Ali. bog 


in this parith. The laſt erected was by a farmer, Who has 
only 60 Scotch, or 76 Engliſh acres of ground; and as im- 


provements are daily making in them, and the price is redu- 


ecd, it is probable that, in a very ſhort time, they will be held 


to be as indiſpenſibly neceſſary to a farm as the fanners “. 
There is no particular rotation or courſe of crops 8er 

ly followed here, The turnip huſbandry cannot be weil 

xdopted, as the low grounds are carſe, or rich clay, and moſt 


of the higher grounds have 4 ſubſoil, of a cold tif till (or 


— 


barren clay); ſo that the damage Gone, by poachi ing the ground, 


in taking off the crop, overbalances any advantage, that 89810 


poſſibly accrue from the cultivation of that uſeful root, e 
beneficial to farmers, in a more favourable ſoil +, The fol 


lowing rotation is practiſed by ſome of the farmers, on. carſc 
fands: The 1ſt year, fallow ; the 24, wheat; the 3d, beans; 
the 4th, barley and graſs ſeeds ; the 3th, hay ; the hacks 


crop cut for ſoiling horſes and cattle in the houſe; then broke 
up in the 6th year for oats. Sometimes a crop of hay is taken 
in the 6th, ſoiling, &c. and then it is broke up in the 7th Fear 

for 


riod may be dated the excellent plowing that appears in this ſmall county; and 
d many places, in diſtant parts of the country, have followed the example, it 
is to be hoped, that they have reaped equal benefit from it. The name, there- 


fore, of Hyuca Reocu, of the Hiltown of Alloa, deſerves to be gratctully: remem- 


bered by every lover of agriculture. 


»The threſhing machines, or mills, were firſt RE into common uſe 


in this ſmall county, Mr. Grox cr MeikLz having erected one that went br 


water, at Kilbagie, in the neighbouring pariſh of Clackmannan, in 1787. It 
was Mr. Meikle, who erected the machinery of the mills of Alloa. 15 


+ Thoſe who attempted turnips have been obliged to give them up, as well 
as the ſowing of wheat on a clover lay; for whether it got f, 2, or 3 plowings, 


a light brown grub worm deſtroyed the root of the wheat. This misfortune 
might poſſibly be overcome, if a large quantity of hot lim: were laid on the clo- 
ver juſt before it 1s plowed UP. This,. however, 1 is only conjecture, as no ſul- 
Kent trial has yet been made of it. 
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"wa & 3 farmers ſow clover alone; ; others x mix a a lite 


 Tye-graſs with it. 2 Bok 
In the higher grounds, or, as they are ſometimes improperly 


called, Dryfield, ſome farmers have, the iſt year fallow, or 


potatoes; the ad, wheat; the 3d, beans and peaſe ; the 4th, 
| barley and graſs ſeeds ; the 5th hay, the ſecond crop being cut 
for ſoiling, or ſometimes paſtured. Some take, in the 6th year, 


hay, and then it is paſtured for x, 2, 3 or 4 years, and afterwards 


broke up for oats. —When the ground is deſigned to be paſtur- 
ed, white clover, (and ſometimes a little yellow), with a ſmall 
quantity of narrow-leaved plantain, or rib graſs is mixed with 


1 


the red clover and rye — The produce varies conſider- 
. e e 


| PRODUCE on caro Labs. | 


Per Scotch, acre." | WHEAT» Per Fax. acre, Per Scotch acre. OAT 3. Per Eng. acre, 
Boll. Qiuar. Pups Ber. Quer. Buſh 
14, great crop, equal to 5 I4, great crop, qual 10 8 6 
12, | : — 1 65 : 13, L | 8 "= 
W good crop, - = 4 © _ | Io, good crop, = "SS 
: "9, medium, = 1 9, medium, = ” 
33.— = 1 825 = 3 
BARLEY... BEANS. 
10. good crop, equal te 6ꝙ3— 6 2 To, good crop, equalto 4 24 
, Wc 383 
3, medium, = 3 0 | 5, medium, 3 1 
755 — * $7.1: : : 
Sown GRASS HAT f. 
Stones, Tron Weight Avoirdupoiſe Weight. 
320, great crop, equal to 2 tons, 8 cwt. 
240, medium, | E23 §ͤ—⁵ 1 W 17 — 
PRODUCE 


* The bella of wheat, fer SCOTCH acre, are LIN trnd meaſure ; and thoſe of 


barley, oats, beans, c. STIRLINGSHIRE megfures The Propertian, above ſlated, 4 
#he produce fer ENGLISH acre, is STANDARD meaſure. 


+ There is little or almoſt no bay made rw. old graſs, or, what i is called in Scotland; 
natural graſs, | 


PROD: 


Per Scot 
Bills. 
8, me 


8 = 
Per Ses 
Fir lots 0 


4 


PRODUCE on the INFERIOR SOILS, commonly called Derne. 5 


Per Scotch acre. WHEA T. Per E ny acres | Per Scotch acre. PEASE. Per Eng. acre. 


III. Luar. Buſb. | Boll. . Oer. Buſb. 
8, medium trop. = F oF 5 3. medium erop. = =... 15 | 


£ BARLEY. = | bs HAY. | I | 
bf, —— = 4 2 Kune, tron welgbt. Avoird. weight, 
0 . 0 medium wn ton = I ton 12 cwt. 
EI, OATS. LE age | | 
bh —— = 4 5 


The DUANTITY of SEED. 


Per Scotch acre. WHEAT. Per Eng. acre. | Per Scotch acre. OATS. Per Eng. acre. 
Firlots, Pecks. Buſh. Pecks. | Firlots, Pecks. BID. Pecks, 
4 nn @ nearly equal to 4 3 
1 . Os — 4 134 
BARLEY. „ 
* o nearly equal s 3 244 
E 1 Þ 


| ExTENT of Fares FORMERLY. 


| Seotch acres. | bo | Eng. ann 

From 30 or 40, equal to 38 or 51 
To 60 or 70, 308 76 or 89 

IS, FORMER RENT Of CARSE LANDS. 

From 20s. to 243 equal to from 158. 84d. to 18s. od. 


| FORMER RENT of INFERIOR LAND, or DRYFIELD. 
From 38. to 48. or 58. equal to from 28. 44 to 38. 14d. or 38. 114. 


EXTENT of FARMS at PRESENT. 

Scotch acres. e | . Eng. acres, 
From 60 to go, equal to from 76 to 114 
— 120 to 160, 
— 200 ta 360, 


— 


— — 


— 152 to 203 
e 94 to 457 
PRESENT RENT Of CARSE LANDS. 

From 308. to 408.  equalfo from 238. 7d. to 318. 6d. 
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FRESENT RENT of INFERIOR LAND, or DRYPIELD. 
From 10s. to 218. equal ts from 78. 104d to 168. 61d. 
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Formetly the rents of the parith were partly pail 3 in tra. 4 
Thoſe of the barony of Alloa are now whoily paid in money, 
except a few kain, which are paid over and above the ſtipu- 
lated rent. The tenants likewiſe pay half of the ceſs, or 
1and tax. Although the rents throughout the pariſh are con. 
fiderably raiſed, they are not thought to be over-rated ; and 


the proſpcrity of the induſtrious and d intelligent ce tenants Pinup 
demonſtrate it 1. e 


| Implement 


When the tenants are poor, paying their rent in bind may be detrimental to 

them; for, in bad years, they find it difficult, if not impoſſible, to pay the fli- 

pviated quantity of grain; and as the price of it, in thoſe years, muſt of churſe 

| be high, the tenant incurs a heavy debt, which many abundant crops will not 

enable him to get the better of. There are, however, various opinions on this 

point; many inſiſting, that, in long leaſes, it is the only equitable method; and, 
in ſome parts of the country, the payment in kind is indi ſpenſible. 


On letting the new tacks (or leafes), there was a ſmall farm, in the i upper 
barony of Allea, poſſeſſed by a man, named Doxarßpsox, of whoſe anceſtors 
| the following traditional tale is told: “ That King James V., when out a 
Hunting, being once benighted, and thrown out ſrom his attendants, took ſhelter 
in this poor cottage, where he was hoſpitably received and entertained ; the 
; goodman (i. e. the farmer or landlord), calling to his wiſe to bring the hen that 
Cat neareſt the cock, (which is always reckoned the beſt one), and make a ſup- 
per. The King, delighted with the frank, hoſpitable manner of his landlord, 
deſired, that the next time he was at Stirling, he would call at the caſtle, ſor 4 
Goodman of Ballinguiack *. Donaldſon did as he was defired, and was aitouiſied 
to find that the King had been his gueſt. He was on this dignifi d with the name 
ol King of the Muirs; and this title has deſcended from father to ſon ever ſince. 
This tradition made the proprictor loth to turn out the tenant, eſpecially as he 
was deſirous of trying the experiment, whether theſe kind of tenants could be 
taught any thing of improved huſbandry; but, to Ne great mortiſication, he 
has found that the man, though only about 40 years of age, could not conquer 
nis bad habits, or profit in the leaſt from the example of his diligent neigh- 
bours. There certainly muſt have been lomerbing n depreſſing iu the 
| bondage 


% BALLINGUIACK is @ narrow fath, leading down the north weſt fide of the rock 
«7 Stirling ; and the King is ſuid to baue taken this tiile, ale in diſquiſe. 
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— Implements of Huſbandry. — There i is now ſcarce one of the N 
old awk ward carts to be met with +. The farmers, at BOD . 


ſent, uſe large carts, with iron axles, drawn by two horſes ; 


and, in hay or harveſt time, they have large open bodies to 


fit the ſame wheels, in which they carry great loads, frequent- 


1y from go to 100 ſtone tron weight, (which is nearly from 
18 cwt. to a ton ayoirdupoiſe), of well made hay. However, 


what was aſſerted by the late Lord Kames, in his Gentle man 


Farmer, that © a well conſtruQed one-horſe cart, is the moſt 
profitable carriage,” ſeeras now to be almoſt generally ac- 
knowledged ; and the {armers here will probably adopt them 
very ſoon, Since the two-horſe pioughs have become gene- 
ral, the breed of horſes uſed by the farmers is conſiderably 

improved. Formerly, they had miſerable garrans, not worth 

more than 51, or 61. a piece; now, it is no uncommon fight 


to ſee, in a farmer's plough, horſes which are worth from 361. 
to 481. the pair. The ploughs now uſed are chiefly of Small's 


conſtruction, with an iron head and caſt iron mould board. 
They coſt from 21. to 21. Tos. according to the weight of the 


iron. 


Servant. — All the principal farmers here prefer married 


Var. YH. - 48. ſervants, 


bondage of ſervices, ſo univerſally impoſed on the old tenants of Scotland, as it 


ſeems to have rendered them almoſt incapable of becoming farmers. They ſeem 
to have been only fitted for ſervants; and, did not their pride prevent them, 
they would enjoy more comfort and happineſs as day labourers. This obſer va- 


tion is at leaſt juſt with regard to this pariſh. 


I Formerly, all the implements of huſbandry uſed here were ill conſtructed. 
Some years ago, it was a rarity to find a farmer with ſpoke and nave wheels to his 
cart. The carts in common uſe, conſiſted ef a few boards ill put together, and 


ol a ſize not larger than a good wheel barrow, placed upon a thick wooden axle, 


which was fixed to ſome low wheels, compoſed of 3 pieces of wood, joined to- 


ether by two or three large wooden pins. The axle turned round with the 
tumbril wheeb. | 
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ſervants, as being more Ready, orderly and traQtable. The 


farmer provides him a houſe as near to his own as poſſible, 
It is much to be wiſhed that this cuſtom was more univerſal, 
as it is a moſt beneficial one to the country. It is, in fa, 
having cottagers on the very beſt eſtabliſhment ; for the an- 
cient kind of cottars were but too often miſerably oppreſſed 
by the tenants, on whoſe farms they were eſtabliſhed; as 
they often exacted their ſervices more ri gorouſly, than the 
landlords did from the tenants. But as the ploughmen, In 
this diſtrict, receive their flated fee (or wages), kitchen mo- 
ney and meal, and pay only 10s. or 12s. for their cottages, 
(tough indeed they generally have them gratis), beſides 
their maſters? horſes drawing home their coals for them, no 
oppreſſion can well take place. They have alſo the advantage 
of having their wives, and ſuch of their children as can work 
in the fields, always at hand, who receive the common wages 
during hay-making and harveſt; and are likewiſe often em- 
ployed in picking ſtones off the land, and pulling or cutting 
down weeds. All this is of confiderable benefit, both to ma- 
| ters and ſervants, and tends to rear up an uietul, healthy ge- 

neration of labourers. 


Sale of Grain. There is not the ſmalleſt reſemblance of a 
public market for grain, within the pariſh or county ; but the 
_ farmers find no difficulty in diſpoling of their crops by private 
bargain. The moſt ſubliantial ſell their grain, by the higheſt 
price of the Mid Lothian, or the Haddington fiars ; that is, 
they give two or three months credit to the purchaſer, at the 
price which is the average of the year. Smaller tenants {ell 


their grain, for the current price at the time of their deliver- 
ing its 
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Hay. — The collieries in the neighbourhood uſe a conſider- 
able quantity of hay: Their uſual price is 4d. per ſtone; and 
the hay 15 weighed, at the place where it is ſtacked to be uſed. 
Some of the farmers have found out their miſtake, in deferring 
the cutting of their hay till late in the ſeaſon, thinking, by 
ſo doing, to increaſe the quantity. It does ſo indeed to the 
eye; but in reality it is quite the reverſe : For hay, cut at 
the proper time, retains all the ſeed in it, and therefore it 
weighs conſiderably heavier, and has more nouriſhment in it; 
and the ſecond crop of graſs is earlier, and more plentiful. 
Beſides, it does lefs damage to the ground; ſo that the greedy 
farmer cheats biimſelf in every reſpect. Few, or almoſt no 
farmers, conſume any quantity of hay themſelves; but this 
will probably come in courſe, as their knowledge improves ; 
for though much has been done, and that rapidly too, there 
are yet many arcana, in this pleaſant art, that the farmers 
have ſtill to learn, _ IT 5 


Sheep, Cattle and Manure, —There are few or no ſheep kept 
in the pariſh ; nor is there much anxiety about the breed of 
cattle, There is little or almoſt no attention paid to the 
Dairy, although milk, in all its ſhapes, would find a good 
and ſteady ſale in the town of Alloa, Some, who have kept 
an exact account of the ſale of this article, are of opinion, 
that 61. or 11. might be eafily made of a cow in the year. 
—The farmers are diligent in procuring manure from the 
town of Alloa ; but the quantity would be confiderably en- 
larged if the ſtreets were properly cleaned. Few farmers 
have limed to any extent, though the practice is creeping in. 
There is no limeſtone in the pariſh ; but it is brought, both 
burnt and unburnt, from Lord Elgin's limeworks at Charleſ- 
town, near Limekilns. The price of the flacked lime, deli- 
vered at the ſhore of Alloa, is about 5d. the wheat boll (Lin- 


1 lithgoyx 
PE ge 


"I I . | Stat ical Account 


lithgow meaſure), which i is rather more in four Wincheſter 
buſhels. The farmers generally bring up the raw lime ſtones, 
and burn them on their lands. 


Techies: Ts glebe of Alloa was one of the firſt inclo- 


ores of the pariſh, which was executed by the preſent i incum- 
bent in 1961. It is a light, but fertile foil. It had been fo 
much neglected, that it then produced nothing but wild mu. 
ſlard *, and innumerable weeds. Aﬀter inclofing and laying it 
down in clover, the crop was ſold green for upwards of gl. 
per acre. Some few people near the town followed the mini. 
ſter's example, and wirh good ſucceſs. Upwards of 7 guineas 
per acre were got for the clover voy of 4 acres s of the glebe, 
in os 


Farms.—There are various opinions concerning the ſize of 
farms. In general, ſmall farms are reckoned moſt ad vantage- 
ous for the country 3 but it is ſeldom that any definition of a 
large or ſmall farm is given. They are commonly ſtated by 
the rents; whereas the number of acres, capable of being cul- 
tivated to advantage, ſhould te ſpevited +. People, in gene- 
ral, 


* It is a curious fat, that, in ſome of Mr. ErsxINE' 8 old rentals, among 
| the different grains paid by the tenants, a ſmall quantity of muſtard feed is meu- 
| tioned, though the cultivation of it here is now totally unknown. 


+ Some years ago, the late Mr. WzpDErBURN of St. Germains, in Eaſt Lo- 


thian, publiſhed an ingenious and ſenſible pamphlet, on this moſt important que- 


ſtion, „What Proportion of the produce of arable land ought to be paid as rent 
« to the landlord ?” A book deſerving the attention of every landholder and 
tenant in the kingdom, as the knowledge of it would greatly tend to their 
mutual benefit. Mr. Wedderburn ſtates, that a ſarm of 120 Scotch = 152 
Engliſh acres of good land, is ſuch an one as will enable a man to bring up a 
uſeful family with credit and comfort. Double that quantity of ground, he 
calls a middle ſized farm; and three times the ſize, (360 Scotch = 457 Engliſh 

5 = | 9 acres), 
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ral, are apt to form opinions from local circumſtances, and to 


apply them indiſeriminately to all ſituations. What appears 


a large farm, in ſome parts of the country, would be called a 


moderate one, nay perhaps a ſmall one, in others. It is an 
undoubted fact, that in this pariſh, until the farms were en- 
larged, huſpandry was at a very low ebb. Any one, who re- 


members the grounds in their former ſtate, and who ſees 
them now, cannot but acknowledge the different appearance 


that the country makes. Formerly, the miſerable tenants 
had wretched 2ccommodation for their families, or produce of 


their fields or cattle ; ragged children, with ſcanty education; 


and wretched complaints of poverty at every term. There 


are now ſubſtantial houſes, and convenient offices; a double, 


and often a triple produce ; fields beautifully dreſſed and in- 
cloſed ; a wealthy tenantry, and growing improvements“. 
5 6 Coal, 
acres), a large one; and thinks that few or none ſhould exceed it. Large farms, 
ſome people maintain, depopulate the country, and occaſion the riſe of all kinds 


of proviſion, &c. &c. z but there are others who hold a very different opinion; 


and, if we may be allowed to judge by analogy, with ſome appearance of rea- 
ſon. It is allowed, that no trade can be carried on to advantage without a ſuf- 
ficient ſtock ; that the diviſion of labour, and large dealings, enable people to 
ſell at a leſs profit, as the quantity ſufficiently recompences for the lowneſs of 
the price. Why ſhould the farming trade totally differ from all others? A 


certain ſize of a farm is abſolutely neceſſary to carry on the buſineſs with any 
proſpe& of ſucceſs. In thoſe parts of Britain, where improvements have been 


carried on to the greateſt extent, were they brought about by large or ſmall farms ? 
Examine them mi inutely, and fee where the * kill is * or the 
largeſt produce brought to market. 


* The leaſes are commonly given for 19 years; but where the ground was ſo 
wild, that it required a tedious and expenſive proceſs for the melioration of it, 


2 nineteen years were given, with a ſmall riſe of rent at the commencement of 


the ſecond period. This is thought to be no more than equitable. Many gen- 


tlemen, who have tried improving ground themſelves, are thoroughly ſenſible, 
that the beſt part of a 19 years tack paſſes away before any adequate profit can 


be received for the expence laid out; and the farmer, who, from his knowledge 


and ſkill, adds to the ſtock of the community, is certainly entitled to ample re- 
bution, | 
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Coal. The Anery of Alloa having been 1 ellablihed · 4, 


there are fill many ancient cuſtoms in it. The colliers nl 
not leave their work; of courſe ſome recompence + waz ne. 
ceſſary from the maſter, As the colliers in this work geue- 


rally bind themſelves for a certain term of years, little al. 


teration has taken place in this old cuſtom, rot withſtanding 
the new collier law, which paſſed in 1775 f. The colliers, in 
all countries, are generally an unruly ſet of labourers; ; and 


thoſe of this work were like their neighbours. About 30 
years ago, they were perſuaded to give ſome little, education 


to their children; and a few years after (when in ſearch of a 
new ichoolmalter for them), the proprictor of the colliery Was 


ucky 


This pariſh has been long famous for the fine coal mines in i it. How | 
dong they have, been wrought is uncertain. There are accounts of the expence | 
of working them in 1623. The price was then 6s. 8d. per chalder. The ſame 
meaſure has been ſold at a conſiderably lower price within theſe 35 years, 


+ The allowance given to the old collier, when paſt labour, was two pecks of 


N meal per week, cach weighing 8 lb. Dutch, or 81b. 11 oz. avoirdupoiſe ; and 
he had his free houſe and garden, and likewiſe his firing, continued to him, the 


fame as when working. Every widow had one peck of meal per week, a free 
houſe, &c. &c.; and if ſhe had any ſons grown up, who were able to carry on 


their father's work at the coal wall, they continued at it, for bchoof of the fa- 


mily, as they did in their father's lifetime, until they were martied. 


There were ſome parts of the old law which were barbarous, and which 


undoubtedly required to be aboliſhed ; but it is queſtioned, whether the total 


' yepeal of it has made the collier happier, or if it has had the effect of inducing 
common labourers to commence colliers, or to train up their children to the bu- 


fincſs, as was ſaid to be the expectations of the promoters cf it; nor is the price 
of working coal reduced. It is well known to all coalmaſters, that a collier can 
never earn ſo much in any work, as in that ia which he was brought up. The 


preſent law has unhappily encouraged vagrancy amongſt the colliers; and, 


whenever they begin to wander, they generally bid farewel to induſtry. On 
going to a new place, they conſtantly, on ſome pretence or other, get money, 


And as the collier has broken all ties of relationſhip and habits, his head is con- 
tinually on the rack to contrive ſome method to ſhift his place, in hopes of getting 


more money {rom 2 new maſter, without working for it, 
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weky engl to find an old ſerjeant of the oye A diligent 5 


virtuous man, who not only brought the children, but even 


their parents, into ſome kind of order and diſcipline. This 
has greatly aſſiſted the preſent proprietor, who, during the 


reſidence of 21 years, has paid particular attention to the col. 
liers, and has now the pleaſure of ſeeing a very great reforma- 


tion among them. They were formerly remarkable for their 


ignorance and diſſoluteneſs of manners. They are now rather 
above the ordinary rate of the common people“. Each collier 
has a free houſe and garden, a quantity of meal proportioned 6 


to the number of the family, at the rate of 105d. per peck, 
and their firing: Each family, upon an average, conſumes 
rather more than 7 cwt. per week. The colliers are paid by 


the piece; their earnings, therefore, depend on their own 


diligence and ſkill. The price of working varies according to 


the quality of the different ſeams of coal. A good collier can 


clear from 251. to 351. per annum; an extraordinary clever 
one may perhaps exceed this by xol. or 121. The depth of 
a bearing pit cannot well exceed 18 fathom, or 108 feet. 
There are traps, or ſtairs, down to theſe pits, with a hand 


rail to aſſiſt the women and children, who carry up the coals | 
on their backs, The price given by the colliers is 4d. per 


chalder, of 30 wt. A. diligent bearer often brings up, from 


the bottom of the pit, 6 chalders, or 9 tons of coal in the 5 
week f. When che pits exceed the es that bearers can 


| carry 


* They have a fund, like other friendly ſocieties, for burying their dead, 


paying their ſchoolmaſters, aſſiſting thoſe that are ill, and giving a ſmall trifle | 
annually to the widows, There are 4 bailies intruſted with the management 


of this fund. The principal one is appointed by the proprietor of the work, 
for 7 years; the 3 others are annually choſen by him, from a liſt of 9g given into 


him by the colliers. They hold courts, to take cognizance of any diſpute or 


miſbehaviour in the ien and exact fines from the offenders, which are 
Urown into the general fund. 


The weight which a good bearer can carry, is very great, Some years 


ago, 
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carry up the coal, the collier's price is reduced, as the ma. 
ſter is obliged to draw them up by gins, which is either 
' wrought by horſes, or driven by water. The water gin, 
| which has been in uſe here for theſe 70 or 80 years, is a moſt 
ingenious ſimple machine. There are two collieries in the 


| barony of Alloa, the oldeſt of them, called the Alloa Pits, 


is about 14 mile diftant from the ſhore; the other is the Colly. 

land, and is about double that diſtance. There are various 
ſeams in each colliery ; ſome of 3, 4, 5 and 9 feet 1 in thick. 

neſs. They dip to the N. E. about x in 6 or 7. 

The pits are free of all noxious damps, and have in general 
a good roof and pavement, although there are iron ſtones over 
ſome of the ſeams. The engine pit of the Alloa coal is about 
48 fathom deep; and the coal is drained by a water engine, 

there having been a large reſervoir of water collected (as has 

been already mentioned), for that purpoſe, about the begin- 

* of the century, as the ſteam engine was then but lately 

| invented, 


f ago, the proprietor weighed a piece of coal, that + Jams woman had 1 
out of a pit, 12 fathoms deep, and was aſtoniſhed to find it full 2 cyt, Another 


woman carried an uncommon large piece of coal, from the mouth of the pit to 


the overſeer's houſe, a diſtance of 400 yards; and, by the meaſure of this piece 
of coal, it muſt have weighed 3 cwt. 


lt is a wheel of 18 ſeet diameter, and appears as if two Sh were joined 
together, with the buckets of the one reverſed from thoſe of the other, The 
axle is 39 inches diameter, to which the rope that draws up the tubs, or corve, 
is fixed. There is a ciſtern placed over the wheel, divided in the middle. Each 
diviſion has a valve, exactly over the centre of the different buckets, which valve 
is opened by a flider moved from the bottom; ſo that when the wheel turns 
round, it draws up the tub, or corve, of coals, weighing 6 cwt. and lets down 
the empty one, on ſhutting the valve of thoſe buckets, and opening the other, 
the corve that has juſt been emptied is let down, while a freſh corve full of coals 
is brought up.— The late Mr. Brown, the famous engineer and operative coal- 
- maſter at Newcaſtle, was ſo ſtruck with it, when he was at Alloa in 1774 that 
he took a drawing of it; and, on his return to Newcaſtle, contrived one on ty? 


ſame principles, to anſwer for their deep pits, 


of Aba 38357 


invented, and not well known in Scotland. The engine pit 
of the Collyland is about 46 fathom deep; and the coal is 
drained by a ſteam engine, ſuppoſed: to be one of the beſt of 
the old n. © This? was * in n 


Vor. vII. | 565 ets | 7-55: 4 Whip 


* It has often been aſſerted, that there have been more eſtates loſt than made, 
(eſpecially in Scotland) by working coal mines. There probably has been ; 
ſome foundation for fuch an aſſertion. The expences of winning and keeping up 
a colliery are conſiderable, and the commodity will not bear a great price; 
ſo that it is only a large quantity, that can produee a, profit adequate to he ex- 
pence. While the coals of the barony of Alloa: were brought to the ſhore. i m 
ſmall carts by the tenants, the quantity was uncertain, and often not very con- 
ſderable. In 1768, a waggon way was made to the Alloa pits, which proved to 
be ſo great an advantage, that it induced the proprietor to extend it to the Colly- 
nd, in 1771. The fales were by theſe means increafed; ſrom e, ooo or 11,000 
chalders, to-1 5,000 or 16,008, In 1785, the Alloa waggon way was worn out, and 
required to be renewed, This was done on a new plan; and it is now acknow- 
88 to be the moſt complete in Britain. A deſcription of it may therefore 

be thought uſeful, _ 


The ſleepers are very broad, and ai inches from. centre to centre. A 
rail of foreign fir, 4 inches ſquare, is pinned down to them; and another rail, 
of the ſame dimenſions, is laid over it, and the whole well beat up in good clay; 
| on the top of the upper rail is laid a bar of malleable iron, of 14 inches breadth» 
11 and nearly ſix-· Sths thick. The waggons have caſt iron wheels, 27 inches diame 
he ter, and are ſuppoſed to weigh altogether about a ton. A waggon carries 30 cwt- 
of coals, and 3 waggons are linked together by chains; ſo that 1 Horſe draws 
41 tons of coal at once; and the declivity of the way is ſo gentle, that the ſame 
2 horſe draws with eaſe the 3 empty waggons back to the coal-hill. The advan- 
tage of putting the weight into 3 waggons, in place of 1, is very conſiderable: 
They are eaſier to ſill and empty; and the throwing the weight over a greater 
ſurface, does leſs damage to the waggon way, and is likewiſe eaſier for the 
horſe as it is well known, that almoſt the only ſtreſs a horſe has, on a good 
waggon way, is in the firſt ſtarting of the waggon ; therefore, if the whole 4 
tons were put into one woggon, the diſiculty would be great; but as the wag- 
| | £05: 
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The large coal ſent to ſea is fold at the ſhore, from 88. 64, 
to 9s. per chalder, of 30 cwt. The ſmaller coals, which are 
called chaws, are ſold on the coal-hill, for 13d. per cart + of 
6 cwt.— The coal of the barony of Alloa is thought to be the 

_ fartheſt weſt of any coal north of the Forth.— The colliers 
prefer working in the night time; ſome go into the pits be- 

' tween 8 and q, and others again later. Thoſe who are anxious, 
on any particular occafion, to draw a large ſum on the Satur- 
day, continue a very long time at their work : The ufual time 

is from 10 to 12 hours. The men are, in general, rather of 

a low ſtature, though there are ſome of them 6 feet. Many 

of the young women are pretty. On Sundays and holidays, 
both men and women are clean and ae dreſſed. They eat 

| e e 


3 


; gons, when ſtanding ſtill, are cloſe to one another, and the chains that link 
them together are 2 feet long, the horſe has only 20 cwt. of coals to put in mo- 
tion; for, when he ſtarts the firſt waggon, the impetus of it, if it does not ac- 
tually move, at leaſt greatly aſſiſts in moving the ſecond and third. The firſt 


expence of making this kind of waggon way, is undoubtedly great, being at 


leaſt 108. per running yard; yet the proprietor has been long ago reimburſed, 
and is a conſiderable gainer; for although this road has been made theſe 6 years, 
it has required no repair worth mentioning, and it is now near as good as when 


ern laid. 


+ About 3 5 years ago, this kind of coal: was fold for 64. The price has 
riſen gradually as the demand has increaſed. The conſumption of coal in Scotland 
is conſiderably greater than formerly; which is probably owing, in ſome meaſure, 
to the improvements of agriculture, &c. the country people having learnc to 
eſtimate the value of their time; and, by calculating how much is conſumed in 
making peats, they find, that coals, though brought from a great dif/ance, 
is a cheaper, as well as a pleaſanter fuel —The eſſect that any extraordinary dif- 
tre/s in the country has, on the ſale of coal, is very evident. On the ſhock that 
credit received, by the great failures in 1772, the ſale of coals, at this port, dimi- 
niſhed one third; and it was 4 years before the uſual demand took place: And 
the conſequences of the miſerable crop in 122, were felt, pretty nearly in th! 
ſame manner, in 1783. 


1 


tonfiderably more meat than other labourers, and are, on the 


longer than the men. 
The following tables may be depended on as 5 particuliicly 


the Wan of the collier 8 nd; 


TABLE L 


Sew the Number of MALts and FEMALES in the 
COLLIERY of ALL04, at all Ages, in 1780. 
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whole, a happy race of people. They are generally healthy; 
few of them, however, work at the coal wall after 63 years 


of age; but they are able to do ſome eaſy work below ground, 
for many years after that time of life. The women live . 


exact. The account of the births and burials are Tnketi from 
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8 tatiflical Arcount 


TABLE _v 
Showing the Number of MALES and FEMALES i in the 


Total number in 1780. 
Under 7 years of age 
From 7 to 14 —-— 


— 27 tO 34 —— 


— 41 to 48 *ͤĩ⸗ 
— 48 to 55 —.— 
— 55 to 62 —— 
— 62 to 69 —— 
— 69 to 76 —-— 
—— 76 to 88 —— 
Aged, 84 —— 


TABLE n. 
SUMMARY Drew of the two preceding TABLES. 


2a. Fem. Tor. 
57 $53 120 
39 45 84 
34 27 11 
21 28 49 
. 
18 22 40 
33 1 34 
8 10 18 
9 10 9 
5 9 14 
5 1 
SO BT 
© 8 5 
225 248 475 


Total number in 1791. Ma. Fm. Tit, 
Under 7 years of age, 42 62 104 
From 7 to 14 40 42 82 

14 to 20 —— 33 34 67 
FRE 
— 27 to 34 ——- 22 26 48 
—— 34 to 41 ——- 19 22 41 
— 41 to 48 —— 12 15 27 
— $610.55 t 15 24 
— 35 to 62 —— 12 15 27 
— 62 to 69 — 6 10 16 
— 69 to 76 — Tx 7 8 
— 76 to 80 3 
Aged, 93 ——— o IT 1 

231 289 520 
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Avera, : 18 5-Ioths| 9 4-Ioths| I 3-Ioths| | 4 2-Loths g 14 9-toths 5 


Some of ; the colliers have left the work between the years 
1780 and 1791, and perhaps a few have come into it; but 


the variations are certainly not greater, than what happens in 
moſt pariſhes, which have the ſame number of ſouls. The in- 
creaſe, by the above tables, is 3 and 6-1oths per annum; 


Which, in 11 years, amounts to 39. 6· Toths. Number by numeration 514. 6-Toths 


Number in 1780% 475 — i791, 520 


Difference, - 5. 4-Toths. 


Manufa@ures,—Formerly this pariſh was famous for ma- 


bufafturing tohaceo ; but it is long ſince it loſt its reputa- 
tion for that article; although there is ſtill a little ſnuff made 
here, For a long time the camblet branch took the lead, and 
was conſidered as the ſtaple manufacture. It is in the neigh» 
bourhood of the wool of the Ochils ; and the young people 
were 
* N. B. W, lin this period there was one fill lirth, which i is not talen notice ef, 
elber in the births or burials, 
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were bred to theſe woollen employments. An early education 


in this branch gave them a greit ſuperiority ; and this pre, 
eminence opened up a variety of markets, both at home and 
abroad. Great quantities were ſent to England ; which, after 


being dreſſed up, and finiſhed off with a peculiar neatneſs, 
were returned and fold in our markets, at a very advanced 
price. The late Lord CaTacart, when preſiding at the 


Board of Police, was attentive to this circumſtance, and pro. 


poſed to bring people from England, who ſhould inſtru& them 
in dreſſing their camblets. At that time the demand was 
great, and the patriotic propoſal was not accepted. Till within 
theſe few years 100 looms have been employed in this branch, 
Whether the demand for camblets has diminiſhed, or that the 

| young people have figured to themſelves an eaſier, or more 
| ſpeedy way of getting wealth, by the ſea, or the occupations 
connected with the diſtillery, or to whatever cauſe it is owing, 
there is undoubtedly a great decreaſe in this manufacture. 
At preſent, there are not above 40 camblet looms, and per- 


haps as many employed in ſerges, and inferior ſorts of woollen 
ſtuffs. The manufacture of narrow and broad cloths has been 


lately introduced, and promiſes well. Scotch, Engliſh, and 


Spaniſh wool have all been made aſe of in this trade; and 
ſome very beautiful cloth has been produced. The coarſeſt 
kinds are moſtly fold in the Fife markets; the fineſt in the 
neighbourhood to perſons of the firſt rank. About 19 or 20 


hands are employed in this cloth manufacture, each of whom 
make good wages*. There are 30 or 40 people employed in 


the 


N * Though it is ſuppoſed, that there can be no great difference in the rate of 
wages, between this and other places, yet it may anſwer ſome purpoſes to thoſe 
who pay attention to this ſubject, to ſtate them exactly. A broad cloth wear 
ver can make from 20d. to 28. per day; a man ſpinning by the jenny, 4 4 ſpine! 
a day, 1s. 6d. ; a woman, ſcribling, per day, 10d.; a man, ſcribling upon diſh 
cards, per day, 28.; ditto, hand cards, per day, 1s. 4d.; women, ſpinning fine 
yarn by the hand, 8d.; a man, dreſſing a per day, Is. 6d,; a man, dying 
wool, per day, 28, 


ing 


mall property), about 24 years ago, alter having been long in London. He 
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the woollen branches, in the village of Tullibody. The inha- 
bitants of all the villages, at the foot of the Ochils, are diſpoſed 
to the like employments ; and, from their long and early ha- 
bits, theſe ſtations ſeem proper for TORE the efforts * _ 
woollen manufacturers. | 

The linen manufactures, of every denomination, carried on 
here, are moſtly for home conſumption, and generally accord- 
ing to the taſte and fancy of private families. —Of late, muſlin 
looms, with fly ſhuttles, have been ſet up, and do a great deal 
of buſineſs. The webs are ſent, ready warped, from Glaſgow, 
and the cloth is returned. Eight or 10 looms are already em- 
ployed, and there is a demand for 20 more; as there, ſeems to 
be here, as well as in other places, a N 'eirit for theſe 
cotton branches. | | 

A Foundery, upon a ſmall ſcale, has been for ſome time | 


eſtabliſhed here. The metal was generally brought from 


Carron, and employment given in caſting waggon wheels, 
pots of different ſizes, and other ſmall articles in that way. 
— There are a few natlers here, and manufacturers of other 


branches of iron work, * for the ſhipping, —There i is a very 
ingenious man, who makes large portable /z//-yards for weigh 


ing cattle, carts, &c. He has been employed at Dundee and 
Greenock, for erecting public ones, which have given great 
ſatisfaction; and the demand for them ſeems to be increaſing. 
— There are a few rope-makers here. There are likewiſe ſome 


good wrights + (carpenters), in all branches, — There is a /hip- 


builder, 


* The late Ear of Mans was very aſſiduous in procuting the beſt tradeſ⸗ 
men to ſettle at Alloa, There was a remarkable good ſmith then fixed here. 


Still-yards and beams were particularly well executed. Ever ſince his 5 there 
has been a ſucceſſion of good hands in that branch. 


+ There is a native, a cabinet-maker, who returned here, (where he has a 


was 
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Builder, who bears 1 a very good character, and has a very in. 
n young man, a ſon, _— under him. | 


| Markets, Prices of Provifions, Ve—There. are 4 ated 


annual fairs in Alloa, viz, on the ſecond Wedneſdays of Feb. 
ruary, May, Auguſt and November; and 2 weekly markets, 
on Wedneſday and Saturday. The manner of living, of al! 
ranks of people in Scotland, is conſiderably changed within 


theſe 30 years. In 1763, there were but 4 bakers in Alloa, 


2 of whom had but little employment: There are now 14. 
Some of them carry on a pretty extenſive trade. The mode of 


living, probably, has more affected the wages of labourers, 


| &e. than the price of grain, though that muſt have ſome in- 
fluence on them. In order to judge of this, the following 
prices of the fiars are given. It is much to be regretted, that 
there is not ſome ſuch method fallen on, to record the prices 


of meat, &c. at 4 different times of the year ; ; 


MID-LOTHIAN 


| was reckoned one of the beſt journeymen there. And it deſerves to be men- 

tioned, that in one of the firſt ſhops in London, where 80 hands were employed, 

3 of the very beſt were born in this pariſh, And a young man, who ſerved his 

- apprenticeſhip with the above mentioned cabinet-maker here, 1 is now foreman in 
a very Feet cabinet e in London. | 
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The prices ſet down 


MID. LOTHIAN FIARS. 
wur. ' BARLEY, | OATS. 

Years, Per Boll. Per Quarter. | Per Boll. Per Quarter. Per Boll. Per Quarter 

| s. d. lathe I. s, d. Laibe || s. d.i2ths I. . d. ths fe d. Ioths | 5. d. 12ths 

T706 || 14 3 3 EA "32% FS: 10 86-6 95 12 5 2 

1715 | 15 5 3 11 5 -Þ 12 10 4 0 17 0 9 96 12 11 7 

1740 13 77 1 IS: Xt 38 o 14 IT 9 24 12 I9 

1754 13 87 1 6 48 it 23 © 14 10 9 2 223: £4. 

1760 | 14 5 42-79 | 11 96 0 15 6 9 9 34 12 97 

1773 || 17 46 „„ | 13 47 © 17 7 II 11 7 15 48 

179020 32 11 19 33 nn © BE BY 2 12 5 3 16 6 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE FIARS®. | 

3 I . WHEAT, [| BARLEY, : oars. 

Vears.] Per Boll, | Per Quarter, | 'Per Boll. Per Quarter. Per Boll. Per Quarter, 

| | 5s. d. I2ths J. 3. d. ats s d. Iathe J. 3. d. I ail. s. dl. Taths s. d. I2ths 
1740 | T3 211 1 3 WS © 9 8 3 0 12 16 8 2 4 9 2 
24754 12 TT r YL Wh „ o 12 64 81 12 10 2 
1756 13 9 2 I 4 10 5 10 10 10 [o 13 79 4 874 J 93 
177316 7 9 1 10 06 „% IE 1410 9 9 13 6 
* 29 1 * 1 14-69 16 4 1 4 1 0 38 12 810 | 15 - 

The fiars of Clackmannanſhire are only recorded ſince 1712. 


AL. 
Per Boll. 
Ss. d. 12ths 
10 3 
At 6 
Io 410 
10 7 
IS 1 
4 1 
14 3 

| MEAL. 
Per Boll. 

s. dl. T Zb. 
9 211 
9 710 
10 3 2 
12 7 8 
T4--3 3 


oppoſite to the years, are the average prices 


Wages, 


4K 
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Mages. The former and preſent rate of wages is ſtatede in 
the annexed tables * ; beſides which, the out-door ploughmen 
: have ſome ſmall edle dend, ſuch as liberty to plant 2 or 3 
pecks of potatoes, &c. &c. Servants and tradeſmen are al- 
lowed no meat or beer; ſometimes in harveſt they get a dram. 
F. ew or no ſervants are hired by the month, or harveſt time, 


although | 


* About the time of the Union, the common days wages of a labourer were 
from 5d: to 6d. per day. When livery meal was given, 2 pecks, or 16 lb. 
Dutch weight, (about equal to 171b. 45 ayoirdupoiſe), per week, ſcem to have 
been always the fixed quantity. Formerly, moſt part of the ploughmen lived in 
the farmer's . and had their fees, (& We and bounties; which were, 


1 ells of grey doth at 15. per al <-> „ 10-40 
6 ditto of harn, or coarſe linen, for ſhirts, at 6. per ol $3.0. 
2 ditto of plaiding, or coarſe flannel, at 10d. per ell, a 0-38 
2 pair of ſhoes, or in money, - = „ +080 

| | 3 


Total value of bounties, | 8 — O 13 8 
Fee, or wages, per annum „„ 0 8 


Total wages, L. 2 13 


Thoſe ploughmen, who did not live in the farmer's houſe, had, beſides their | 


livery meal, 64 bolls per annum, and 4d. per week, under the name of kitchen 


money. In order to know the wages oſ the out-door ploughman, we muſt put 


a value on the meal. This is done in the following table, by taking the ove 
of mea], on an average of 25 years preceding the year ras. 


IH. N ut - d Wan Day Labourers: Maid Servants. 

I Per annum. Per annum. Per day. Half yearly. | 
Years. 4 . „ „ . d. tub. 2, d % „ d. 
1754 „e e en VV o 0 0 
1760 {| 3 o 0 14 7 o 7 or 8 0 0:0 

1773 e 0 9 or 10 WE 
1790 6.20 i 1 6 7 . 
WOMEN. | men, \\MA$0Ns.'WwRIGHTs,] CARPENTERS- 


In the field.] In harvefMIn harveſt. 


Per day, | Per day | Per day. Per day. pe day. | Per day. | Per day, 
Verf . . „ „% „ e . 5 . & 
179110 6 9 1 1 8 1 3 1 8 x 8 % 


or joiners. new work. old work. 
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hen 


put 
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although many farmers engage women to ſhear : (reap) for 


them in harveſt; but then they are engaged by the day, or 
half day, according as they are employed. Almoſt any num 
bet can be got, at a ſhort notice, from the town of Alloa; and. 
it is no uncommon fight to ſee 60, 80, or 100 reapers in one 


| field. Of late, there have been undertakers for cutting down 
a farmer's crop, at gs., 5s. 6d., or 6s. per acre, according to 


the + eaſe or * of the Ts 


| Seats number of poor, 4 te formerly obliged 


to accept of conſtant aſſiſtance, was but few, while thoſe who 


ſtood in need of occaſional aid were numerous; and yet the 


kirk-ſeſſion“, beſides paying for the education of many young 


people, have been able to lay up money 2 a uncom- 


mon — „ : 


*The Legiſlature, in 1597, placed the care of the poor in the Kirt-Ses $10N, 


which is an eccleſiaſtical court. They have eſteemed this a moſt important 


truſt ; and have accordingly regarded it as their duty, to be perfectly well ac- 


quainted with the ſituation and diſpoſition, of thoſe who apply tor relief; and 
_ aſſiſted them in proportion, from the collections made at the church doors, and 


other ſmall dues payable to the ſeſſion; which were, for the moſt part, found 
ſufficient ſor the purpoſe. Under ſuch attentive and careful management, the 


_ aQt, 1672, was, for the moſt part, found unneceſſary ; z and therefore, it is believed, 


was never put in practice in any pariſh, until the hard winter of 1740. By this 
act,“ the heritors, miniſters and elders of every pariſh, were required to make 
a liſt of all the poor within the pariſh, to liquidate a yearly tum for their 


maintenance; the one half to be paid by the heritors, the other half by the 
3 other houſeholders.” In 1740, ſome counties and particular pariſhes, in order to 
oblige abſent heritors, to contribute their ſhare towards aſſiſting the poor in their 


diſtreſs, began to enforce it; and moſt of them have ever ſince followed that 
method, although it has brought on ſome few diſputes about ſettlements, and . 
other diſagreeable circumſlances attendant on all rates. But the greater part of 


the country moſt happily continued to intruſt the management of the poor to the 


kirk-ſeſſion ; and it may therefore be fairly preſumed, that moſt of the kirk- 
ſeſſions 1n Scotland have been as attentive to this important part of their duty, 
as the ſeſſion. of this pariſh ; who have executed their truſt, for this century paſt, 
moſt faithfully and judiciouſly. 
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From 


TY average Account / the Par:/hb Funde of Alloa, and of the Number of Poor aſſifled by 4 taken eve! 'y 15 
| Tears, grow Tue to 1790, with the average Price 4 Mal. | 


1691, 
1701 to 1715, 


1716 to 1730, 


1731 to 1745, 


1746 to 1760, 


1761 to 1775, 
1776 to 1790, 


ca- 


8 5 | | | 
= = | 5 3 9 a 14 
„ 8 of Tur ORDINARY POOR, 3 8 0 1 PRICE of Mer 
EN VO 2 U 2. = 
Amount sf 8 25 — Total 8 | 
of the Total of the [E 5 Ai dance per Total aſſiſtance EE | of Per Edinb. Per Clackm. 
Collections — E Head. given. [A 8 Diſburſements. Fiars. Fiars. 
. . 4. I . „. >: I 2ths . . d. Taths J. . d. 12ths| E 4: 12465 Ss. d. Izib: s. d. 12165 
18 11 910 45 8 710 10 [0 13 49 6 14 O --$9 | 67 1 39-12 11 6 -j38[1xX 4: 8 
W 83-3 7/47 $ 720 j1x610 13. $ 9 | 10.18 10 $- ] 60-1 76 | 46-7 3 4 29% 1 3, oO Q 
49 19 4 2 ſroz o 8 5 [24 [0 15 11 4 | 19 2 8 6 | 77 101 | 86 10 7 3 [34/10 4 1 9 1 5 
44 18 5 2 [9510 280 17 2 6 24 2 79 107 89 12 8 2 299 8 9 o 10 
42 7 10 3 99 8 9 6 19 o 16 10 4 16 © 4 4 | 76 | gs 100 18 10 911 6 10 10 
r r 7 * ja7[14  1.10:{23'18--: 
59:3 68:5 R 111 |£ 14 6 6 180 2 2 9 36 147 10 13 7 6 13 9 7 13 7 10 
The 
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| The account of the poor, from which this abſira | is taken, 
affords many particulars worthy of obſervation : but it is too 


ſeems to have increaſed, when the price of meal was high; 


meal was moderate. 
that method of gathering alms. The diminution that began 


the ſeceſſion from the church, as the collection at the meeting- 


having been neglected, or of their ſuffering greater diſtreſs than 


at preſent. About the year 1720, a greater allowance was 


given in extraordinary caſes; but the 16d. per month ſtill 
continued the uſual aſſiſtance till 1776, when applications 


for aſſiſtance from the kirk-ſeſſion became more frequent and 


preſſing; ſo that the miniſter was induced to apply to the he- 
ritors, and the reſt of the pariſhioners, for ſome enlargement 


of the funds, and an aid to prevent ſtrolling beggars from 


preying on the pariſh; when an annual contribution was 


the occaſional poor, at that time, were thought proper objects 


on the ordinary liſt, are obliged to ſubſcribe a writing, mak- 
ing over to the heritors, and kirk-ſeſſion, all their little clothes 
and moveables, which, at their death, are ſold for the increaſe 
of the fund, This is intended to cut off all improper appli- 
| 4K3 £2tions 


voluminous for this work. In general, the number of poor 
but although the price was ſoon reduced, it was 2 or 3 years 
before the numbers returned to the common average; and in 
ſome years the poor were numerous, Gong the price of : 
The collections at the den doors prove the | propriety of 

to take place in them about 1734, was probably occaſioned by | 
houſe was never taken, (although the law would have allowed 
this to be done), the funds muſt conſequently have ſuffered. | 
The aſſiſtance given to the paupers, on the ordinary liſt, in 


1691, was 16d. per month. This, at firſt view, will appear - 
very inadequate ; and yet there is no tradition of the poor 


cheerfully agreed to, and liberally ſubſcribed for. Moſt of 


to be put on the ordinary liſt. Such of the poor as are put 


_ * — — 8 * — — . 
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_ cations for charity from thoſe who can ſupport themſelves, 
| Fhoſe, whoſe diſtreſs or misfortunes require the public aid, 
are put on the occaſional (or temporary) liſt ; and remain 
longer or ſhorter according to their diſtreſs. / 


This fund is managed by a committee of the ſubſcribers, 


5 choſen every half year, by the heritors and kirk- ſeſſion: At 


the ſame time, every contributer is welcome to attend the 
monthly meetings, and to give information or advice. The 
regular care and attention, that has been paid by the com. 
. will be ſeen by the . table. 


A particular 


. 


; of Alloa, 


—— —— _— — — —— 


h * . — D 2 — 
5 e BEES Eng En CODY EEE oz 
. 5 r.. Te te 5 
* ee — Ee Een 


"2129 uIinquipYy 10) 03 be 


de re * «fx pay oO eee} * 1 rr or I "ft 61 b 8? 1 feavol Fr Jp 30 ode tv aq no UoJe3 un 30 a2ud 211, x 


b. vx fr It's. 1˙3 or * rie 478 Fg. 6%'6 05 1 019 018 67 oY 6 4 LT or Erl 
1 Ea 
| EF ==: a 3 * þy by * | ; OF 8 5 
"RW og. 2 8 8 3 St 2 My 6 | I 4 zur 5 H 1 vi 11 8 11 OL 9 Deuce 
9 1 br STI Fir lg (fi 95 6 9e 6 vis gujrr birt g ls bilgg 16 r 2 1/777 13 
by — — — 1 LY my bd baſ — 5 bay » 
989 2 2 2 8 5 2 2 — 2 EZ 2 = 
profi 1d © 1 © | 8 2 - < 4 | B | 4 8 prof 0 uus 
*Y1ye 243, 5 WWW 8 & 3. | 5 uwe av pu eie 12301] 
% a & | = | os OE ] . UB 2, N | 
JJ... 
I pro go r kee yo oe ve Jo 2Brmaay l F 


. -goblt 07 91¹¹ 1045 * 91 7 . uD u U39V1 Hνjwu- 47d , o "—_C uote 
1 vu wore” fo 2d 994. ½ 400q {ou o paw ſxvnp.0 991 fo aoquen N 94 fo ae, e . 


6 30 [3] 7 Staliſtical Account 


„ uſual allowance given to a pauper, on the ordinary 5 
liſt, is 3s. per month, This allowance, though it may appear 


ſcanty to ſuch as have never thought on the ſubject, is ra- 


ther ample, when compared with that given in 1691. Meal 


was then almoſt the only food of the poor; and the price of 


it, taken on an average of 25 years, was, by the Mid-Lothian | 


| lars, 118. per boll, or 844d. per peck. The wages of a la. 


bourer was then from Sd. to 6d. per day. They now get 


| from 10d, to 1s, ; and in all probability they get more con- 


Rant employment; and the price of meal, by the ſame flars 
and average, is 145. 312d. per boll, or Io Sd. per peck. Nor 
do the poor any longer depend ſolely on meal for their food, 


as that moſt agreeable and nouriſhing root, the potatoe, is 


every where raiſed in great quantities, and is happily become 
the © ſuſtenance of the poor, and luxury of the rich*.” The 


medium price of it here is from 4d. to 44d. per peck, 
weighing full 20 lb. Dutch weight, about equal to 214 lb. 


avoirdupois. It is to be lamented, however, that this bleſſing 
does not leſſen the number of applications for aid from the 


pariſh : On the contrary, they are becoming more frequent ; 
and receiving pariſh aſſiſtance is no longer looked on, by the 
poor themſelves, or even their relations, with that horror it 
was formerly, When the receiving pariſh ſupply comes to 


be regarded as a common occurrence, it is obvious, that the 
Poor's rates + will become general in Scotland, unleſs the greateſt 


attention is paid by all ranks of people to prevent it. The 
management of the poor is a moſt difficult bufineſs. It is cer- 


tainly the wiſh of every benevolent perſon, to relieve their 


wants as far as poſſible ; but to eſtabliſh rates, is creating 2 
burden on the induſtrious, without giving relief to the pauper. 


| 5 Climate, 
* Vide Somerville's Fable of the Two Springs. | | 


+ The laws of aſſeſſment for the maintenance of the poor, not hav- 
2pg been univerſally put in practice in Scotland, have made many 
* ' | | | peop!: 


* * 1 a... 
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on mate, Diſuaſes and Longevity. —Although the town oß 


Alloa lies low, it is allowed to be pretty healthy. The epide- 
mical diſeaſes of fevers, ſmall pox, &c. carry off fewer than 


in the neighbouring pariſhes. Agues are now ſcarcely ever 


heard of. Its ſituation by the ſide of a great river, where the 
5 regular flowing of rhe tide is attended with a ſtrong current, 

ferves to purge away the damps, and to give a freſhneſs and 

purity to the air. T hough it is not remarkable for the lon- 


ray 


people imagine that there are no laws extant concerning that part of fo police. 
The fat is, that they are very ſimilar to thoſe of Eegland / vide Dr. MfFARLAN's 
Tuquiries concerning the Poor), and differ only in a few points, ſuch as an inat- 


| tentive reader may conclude are of no great conſequence; and yet thoſe little 
differences have probably prevented the burden, from becoming as heavy, in thoſe _ 


parts of Scotland, where the poor's laws are enforced, as they are in England. 
The 4irk-/efons, being a corporate body, are joined with. the heritors, as the 
adminiſtrators of the. poor's funds. The miniſter and treaſurer generally know ) 
the circumſtances, and character, of every individual that applies to them; and, by 
conſtant attention, become perfe& maſters of the buſineſs, and pride themſelves 


on executing their truſt moſt faithfully. Whereas in England, the church war- 
dens, and overſeers of the poor, to whom this truſt is committed, are choſen 
annually; ſo that, by the time they have learned the buſineſs, they are removed D 
and whatever good regulations they may have made, their ſucceſſors, through 


ignorance, or deſign, either alter or neglect them. Nor can it be ſuppoſed, 
that any annual office, which, though very troubleſome and diſagreeable, is not 


| looked on in the moſt favourable light, will be attended to with diligence by 


any individual, if he fees little chance of his beſt intentions being of any ſervice; 

but, it is more than probable, he will endeavour to paſs it over, with as little 
trouble or vexation as poſſible. And the power of aſſeſſment lies entirely in the 
church wardens and overſeers *; as it is no longer conſidered, that the concurrence 


of the inhabitants, ſor making a rate, is at all neceſſary, Though the law requires 


that the overſcers, &c. ſhould have the conſent of two juflices, it has become a 
mere matter of form; + ſor, when juſtices have refuſed their conſent, the Court 
of King's Bench has compelled them to allow the rate. But in Scotland, the 
heritors muſt meet with the kirk-ſeſſion, beſore any aſſeſſment can be laid on 
the pariſh ; and this obliges them (eſpecially as they muſt pay one half of the 
alleſſment), to be attentive to the management of the poor's ſunds. 


2 44 


* Vide Burn's Tan Edt, ret, Fel. 777. page $74. Ditto, page 535. 
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| gevity of its „ inhobitacits, yet there are not wanting many in- 


Klances of long life. Some years ago, a man, in the labour- 0! 

ing line of life, died at the age of 101. Within theſe few : 4 
weeks, an old ſoldier died, who, from his age in the muſter - 
roll 1746, muſt have been 103. A woman of the colliery : | 
died, about 5 or 6 weeks after the preceding liſt was taken, 4 A 

aged 92. There are many old people on the poor's roll; in | 
particular one woman paſt 90. There are 3 men and 5 wo- 
men now living, who are paſt $oz and there are 1 13 men, and 1 
20 women paſt 70 *. e 4 


| Population. The. 11 tables of births are extracted 
from the „ ol ae ; and although this _ not be 
= 5 . 


* There is an influnce of ſongeviey; which is toe renackable to be paſſed over 
| unnoticed, viz. GroRop ARCO, Eſq. formerly of Tv111n0dy, now of 
BroceriziD, who is a native of this pariſh, and was born in the year 1705. 
Notwithſtanding his great age, he is ſtill in good health, and enjoys life and the | | 
company of his friends in a ſurpriſing manner. He is in perfe& poſſeſſion of all 
his faculties ; and though he ſometimes complains of his ſight and hearing, evi- 
dences the ſame acuteneſs of judgment, that diſtinguiſhed hitm in his younger 
years. He can relate facts, of an early date, with great accuracy, and apply them 
with uncommon ſagacity to preſent occurrences, This deſerving old gentle- 
man is greatly reſpected by all his acquaintance, and has been ſingularly fors | 
tunate in his family, His eldeſt ſon, GrNTRAL Ar ReROuxRVT of Tur LIBopr, 
to whom he has made over bis eſtate in this pariſh, now commands part of the 
Britiſh forces in Holland. His ſecond ſon, GENERAL Sik RoBTAT ABERCROM- 
BY, is governor of Bombay, aud commander in chief of the forces in Bengal. 
Having lately commanded one of the armies againſt Tiyeoo Sais, his Majeſty 
has rewarded his ſervices, by creating him a Knight of the Bath. His third ſon 
is Loxp ABZRCROMHH one of the ſenators of the College of Juſtice, whoſe ap- 
pointment to that important office gives general ſatisfaction. His daughters 
are moſt reſpectably married; and, what is ſtill more, he ſees the riſing genera- 
tion trading in the footſteps of the ſormer : General Abercromb!;'s eldeſt ſon is 
flow accompanying Lord Elgin in his embaſſy : His ſecond is a captain in India: 
And all this ſingular proſperity, the worthy old gentleraan lives to ſee, to enjoy „ 
and ro o Gop the PRAISF. 


— 


2 perfectly exalh, yet therd i is no appearance, chat the omi ons ; 
of any one period differ greatly froni thoſe of another ; and it 
muſt be obſerved, that the number of boys and girls are near- 
ly equal. The progreſſive average more readily points out 
the riſe and fall, than could be ſeen from a compariſon of 25 
years; from 1668 to oy with the lame number of years, 
from 1693 to 2 8 


Vn Account of the Number of BARTH. of MALES and 

FEMALES, in the Pariſh of ALL04, extracted from the 

public Re giſter, from the Year 1668 to 1790 5 with a 
Fan AVERAGE ef 2 4 Years: x 


— 
9 ” 9 


Average. 


88 1 ©. l 7 


.92 | 65 | 65 
93 75 1751 


vor. VII. 


634 = Stay a Account | 


57 

58 
59 | . 
757 77 E | 5 07 | 11% | 

95 a | 7 | 62 + I 11 

| 46 601 97 1119 6271 3s 70 56 1441 Heat 
2119 63157 [58 [59 | 57 | 126 116 
64 | 82 | 59] 74 | $$ | 156 [11g 
65 5759 77 | 59 | 128 j120 
66,] 70 | 61 68 60 138 122 
67 57 62 6561 132 | 124 | 
6884637962 153126 
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„The decreaſe that appears, from 17 30 to 1715 was crobably ing t to the 
Seceders neglecting to regiſter their children's names. We are now enabled, 
ſrom the Parliamentary Regi ner (which is kept here with care), to furniſh a pretty 
ebrrect liſt for 8 years (preceding 1792), of matriages and births, As the liſts 
of marriages were. always eſteemed pretty exact, 20 years have been taken, and 
compared with the 8 years preceding 1794, which we call the Parliamentary 
Regiſter, from its being kept in conſequence of tlie act of parliament in 1784. 

he amount of theſe 20 years is 256; average, 43, and 4 fifths. 
| he amount of the laſt 8 years is 349; average, 43 and 5 cighths. 
This onderful coincidence makes it evident, that there can be little error. 
The births, in 8 years, 1,226; average, 153, and 1 fourth. 
The deaths, in ditto, 1,170; average, 146, and I eighth. 
The deaths in 1787 are remarkable; no leſs than 249 ; about 100 of which were 
Children, carried off by the ſmall pox, Fevers and fluxes proved very fatal that year 
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of Alloa, ang nos 637 


Aga, houſe, &c.—The public revenue, and matters of trade, 


are managed by a cuſtom-houſe, which was eſtabliſhed here a 


| ſhort time after the Union, It was at firſt only a creek, be- 


longing to the port of Borrowſtownneſs. The port of Alloa | 
not only comprehends the town of Alloa, but alſo the creeks 
of Clackmannan, Kennetpans, Kincardine, Cambus and Ma- 
nor, on the north fide of the river; Airth, Dunmore, or 
Elphinſt one, and Fallin, on the ſouth, together with the ſhore 
of Stirling. —The ſhips and veſſels belonging to the port, by 


the returns lately made, amount to 115; their tonnage to 7,241; 
for the navigation whereof 500 men are employed. The 


ſtaple trade for theſe ſhips is coal, The greateſt number of 
the veſſels are employed in the coaſt trade. About 50,009 


tons of coal are annually ſent, from the port to places within 
the frith of Forth, and to parts in the eaſt and north of Scot- 


| land. The export and import trade is alſo conſiderable ; it is 


5 carried to and from the ports of Denmark, Norway, Ger- 
. 


i 22 the deficiency, that might have happened, from the falling off of the 


camblet trade. 
The enlargement of the furan * probably have been given, 28 a S 


reaſon for the diminution, if the 3 enumerations had not proved, that the copntry 


part of the pariſh at Jeaf was not decreaſed. The largeſt farm was let between 
the years 1784 and 1788; and the numbers in the country had increaſed in thofe 
ſew years 22 ſouls, The diminution is principally in the town of Alloa, which 
has indeed been moſt rapid and aſtoniſhing; and can only be accounte* for, by the 
failure of the great diſtilleries in the neighbourhood, who purchaſed large quat.- 
tities of malt made in this town; which buſineſs employed a conſiderable num- 


ber of hands in carrying it on, who were ſuddenly thrown out of employment; 


and much about the ſame time, a cotton work was ſet up at Down, which is not 


above 10 or 12 miles to the weſtward of this pariſh; and the report, of their 


Living great encouragement, to the young as well as the old, probably induced 
many to emigrate from this pariſh, and thereby has occaſioned a temporary de- 
ercaſe : But as the collierics, and other branches of trade, are in a very flouriſhy 
fg way, it is probable that A ſhort time will replace the deficiency, . 
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many, Holland, Portugel, Sc. Cosls are the great article ot 
exportation: 6, ooo tons are annually exported, with valuable 
quantities of bottles from the glaſs-houſe. The importation 
generally conſiſts of very conſiderable Jae of flax, lint. 
| feed, and other articles from Holland; of grain, and wood of 
all kinds, iron, &e. the produce of the northern countries *,_. 
The Exciſe here is conducted by a ſuperviſor and 4 officers ; 
and the revenue, though it is much diminiſhed, fince the failure 


of the great diſtilleries, is yet conſiderable, being about 5,000, 


Sterling. When the diſtilleries were flouriſhing, ey os: 


times Je 2 8.0001. of al in 6 weeks time, 


: Poſt Office—The pot office 1 has vagal . for up- 


wards of 30 years. Formerly there was a runner between 
this and Stirling: now there is a regular poſt office eſtabliſh- 
ed. The poſtage of a fingle letter from Edinburgh is 34. ; 


from London 10d. A poſt has lately been extended to Kin- 
cardine; and from thence to Culroſs, Dumfermline, and the 
Ferries. This is a great convenience. Upwards of 300 I. 


of anneal revenue ariſes from the poſt office, 


e Fees Rent. — The principal 3 the pariſh is 
Mr. ExsKing of Marr. He reſides: almoſt always at Alloa, 
and pays the greateſt attention to every ſcheme of improve-. 
ment and police. Next to him, in valuation, is General 
ABEKCROMBY of Tullibody. When in the country, he reſides | 
at his father's houſe of Brucefield, in the neighbouring pariſh 


of Clackmannan, and contributes very cheerfully every aſſiſt- 
ance for the we of the partly, that ok in his power. Lord 


CATHCART'S 5 


4 em an abſtract of the tonnage, taken from the anchorage duty at the ſhore 


of Alloa, it appears, that in 1774, the number of ſhips, which had been in the 


harbour, were 555; the tonnage 20,036. In 1791, the ſhips were 774i the 
tonnage 48,5 24. 


Carncart's valuation is very ſmall, his principal property 
lying in the pariſh of Clackmannan; but his houſe and plea 
ure grounds are in this pariſh, and he frequently reſides 
among us. We are always much indebted to his Lordſhip, 
for his advice and aſſiſtauce when in the country. Lord Al Va, 
_ refiding always out of the pariſh, gives us only the benefit 
ol a ready and cheerful concurrence, with every meaſure pro- 
poſed by the reſiding heritors. All theſe gentlemen hold con- 
fiderable property in other pariſhes. The valued rent is 
7, 49 l. 198. 2d. Scotch. The * rent is ee, about 


en gy" 


Police, —The 1550 of 40 3 md the lien of ine 
tice, are in the hands of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, and 
the ſheriff-depate. There is only one ſheriff-depute for this 


and the neighbouring county of Stirling. He appoints his 
ſubſtitutes; and one conſtantly refides here, who keeps his 
courts in this town. The quarter ſeſſions, and other meetings 


of form, either by the juſtices of the peace, or ſheriff, are held 
in the county town of Clackmannan, about 2 miles diſtant. 


There is a baron bailie, named by the proprietor of the eſtate 
of Marr. He decides on petty offences, and debts not exceed- 


ing 408.; and regulates the ſtents and ceſſes, and other matters 


of police within the town and barony.—An admiral court was 
formerly kept here, in virtue of a commiſſion from the Lord 


Vice Admiral of Scotland. The juriſdiction of this court 


extended from the bridge of Stirling to Pettycur, near King- 
horn, on the north ſide of the Forth, and from Stirling Bridge 
to Higgin's Neuck on the ſouth. For ſome time paſt, no de- 
putation has been granted, and of courſe no court kept. The 
want of an admiral court has been complained of, as @ very 
material grievance. For want of this, every little trifling 


diſpute, which happens at the port, mult be carried before the _ 


Admiralty 
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= Admiralt, y ; Court at Edinburgh, at a very confiderable da, 
| Beſides, a moſt ſerious injury ſeems likely to ariſe, from the 
ſhipmaſters caſting their ballaſt into the river, without any 
court to check them; which, in proceſs of time, muſt inter. 
7 rupt the navigation, and hurt the public as well as individals, 
It is thought, that an en court nn ee put a * 
to this r 1 05 1 e 
5 Sticks Wer —All kinds of perſonal ſervices from tenants 
may be ſaid to be aboliſhed, as thoſe on the eſtate of Tulli- 
body are ſeldom or never exacted“. The feners in the town 
are obliged to turn out, in caſe of any accident at the dam- 
head of Gartmorn, &c. This cannot well be looked on as a 
| great hardſhip, as moſt of the property would be confiderably 
affected by any inundation. The family of Mars were ſound 
by the Court of Seſſion, after a long litigation, to have a right 
to draw cuſtom for goods paſſing through the donn, as they 
were * to keep up the ſtreets, &c. 


5 N de dente i W foi os roads, is, as in other 
places, under the direction of the juſtices of the peace. The 
cotter's labour is converted into money, and ſometimes the 

farmer's carriages. The country, for ſome time paſt, has been 
amuſed with ſchemes for turnpike roads; and perhaps this 
has occaſioned a remiſſneſs in the exaction of the ſtatute work. 

Owing to this, and the many heavy carriages while the diſ- 

tilleries were flouriſhing, the roads are exceedingly bad. It 

5 | 18 


* When Mr. ExgxiNE relieved his tenahts of the thirlage, he inclined to hade 
done the ſame with the multure of the malt, from the brewers in the barony of 
Alloa; but as that was in ſuch a number of hands, and theſe continually chang- 
ing, he found it impraQticable. The brewers ſtrongly litigated the point aben 
20 years ago. It was at length decided ip favour of the proprietor. | 


aye | 


ng- 
zou. 
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is not doubted but that Wie reform, i in a matter ſo intereſting : 
to the ae will ſoon take on. | 


: oat A The . of | Alloa was repaired and en- 


larged in 1680, by virtue of a commiſſion from the archbiſhop 
of St. Andrews. Its length is 65 feet, excluſive of Mr. 
| Erſkine's aiſle ; and the breadth 30 feet, beſides 12 feet of ad- 
dition to the north. At the weſt end it has 2 rows of gal- 


leries. It is now too ſmall and incommodious for the numer- 
ous inhabitants of this pariſh ; for it 1s extremely crowded 
when there are 909 hearers, which is often the caſe, There 


have been many deliberations about building a new one, for 
_ upwards of 30 years paſt. To this the heritors are ſtrongly 


encouraged, by a donation lately made of 1, 200l. by Lady 
CuaRLOTTE ERSKINE * ; who alſo left 8091, Sterling, the in- 


tereſt of which is to be applied for an aſſiſtant miniſter, whoſe 
income altogether now exceeds 70l. per annum.—The preſent 
church has a good appearance to the ſouth. The front is of 


hewn ſtone. There is a flatue in a niche of St. Munco, 


You. VIII. 4 M 


* This ſum her Ladyſhip, (who was a daughter of CuarLes Earl of HopzTo N, 
and widow of Tuouas Lord ExskINxE, ſon of the laſt EARL of Marx), ge- 


nerouſly bequeathed for ſeats to the poor, and to ſuch as had no legal rights to 


any. The latter, however, were to pay a moderate rent for them; part of 
which ſum was to go towards augmenting the ſalary of the aſſiſtant miniſter, 


Many. years ago, an aſſiſtant miniſter was eſtabliſhed here, by a donation from | 


Mr. Jon Ns rox, a merchant in Alloa, who left ſome houſes in the town, the rent 


of which, with the intereſt of 600l., that he had in the hands of a company of 
merchants in Glaſgow, to be applied for the maintenance of an aſſiſtant miniſter, 
The company was diſſolved many years ago; and the 60cl. was allowed to re- 


main in the hands of one of the partners, who had a good Jand eſtate, but who 
unfortunately became bankrupt ſome years aſterwards, and the whole was loſt, 
and nothing left for the aſſti}ant miniſter, but the rents of the houſes, This loſs 
was replaced by the worthy Lady CHARLOTTE ERSKINE, 


holding 


— —nk— — 
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holding an open book » and es: of Moone: ; putting of | 

his ſhoes before the bir buſh, with the text from Evodus 
iii. 5. The church ſtands on a gently riſing ground, on the 
weſt fide of the um of alles, ne is 855 off <4 ſome ou. 


trees near it f. 


Stipend, Wo. —The victual is converted, on an average of 


25 years 7 55 to eg. and 2 5 gan 1 to 1790 f. 
| | 4 
1760. 1790. 1760. ES 
Boule. | Dir Halli. „ TR, | 
7. d. Taths s, d. Lach, I, . d. rathi J. . d. 12th; 
3 chal. 232 barley, 10 10 10 16 4 x 17 8 10 8 | 26 2 108 
2 do, 2 meal, 10 3 ½ $4 „ „½%½ „88 „3 60 


Money, 40 0 Scot ch, 0 6 8 33 6 8 
. Vicarage, 7. 3 2d; Scotch, = 18 7 2 18 72 

Feu rent of a houſe, 121. Scotch, % 0 ( 0-;0 

Communion elements, 80l. Scotch, "+46 13-4 4 6 T3 4 


N. B. The feu was aſcertained 1 Lit ne — RE 
| . Teta, 8 © 1 10 157 4 5 10 


beſides two carts of coals per week, craig- leave, z. e. pay ing 
for the collier“ 8 labour. Part of the vicarage is paid out of 
e 


* St. Monco is reckoned the tutelary ſaint in this, as in many other pariſhes 
of Scotland. He was a native of Culroſs, and is faid to have been educated by 
St. SexvaNnus, commonly called St. Serf. This laſt ſeems to have been an iti- 
nerary apoſtle, who for ſome time carried on his f iritual functions at Tullibody, 
a part of this pariſh, and moſt probably devolved the charge upon St. Mungo. 


+ ALEXANDER Lord ERSKINE, in the I5th of King James IV. (1503) found- 
ed a chaplainery within the pariſh kirk of Alloa, in honour of the holy and un- 
divided Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and 
St. Kentigern, for which he mortified a certain annvity, to maintain a fit and 
qualified perſon to celebrate divine fervice at Sr. Katherine's altar, &c. &c. 


I By decree of the court of tiends, 13th February 1793, the ſtipend is au - 
mented to 11 chalders, half meal, and half bear, to be paid at the rate of the 
fiar prices of Clackmannan. The mode of augmentation is new: The 4ool. 
Scotch, which made part of the ſtipend, is now converted into 4 chalders; % 

chalgers are added, which, with the 5 formerly paid, make 11 in all: 80l. 


Scotch, 


Us Alba. = 043 
the neighbouring pariſhes, 4 by ſuch a cumber of 1 

as makes the collection of it both very diſagreeable and d iffi- 
cult. Mr. Erſkine has relieved both the miniſter and tenants of 
the greateſt part of the vicarage on his eſtate, The glebe is 
about Ix Scotch acres, (very nearly equal to 14 Eugliſh), 
of fertile ground. Formerly it was over-run with weeds ; but, 
by laying it down in graſs, and paſturing, it now yields ſine 
\ crops. The greateſt part of the glebe lies cloſe to the town, 
and the remainder very near it. The manſe, which was re- 

paired in 1776, is beautifully ſituated at the head of John's 
Street, and has a garden adjoining of about half an acre.—By 
the Earl of Marr's forfeiture in 1715, the Crown is patron.— 
There is an Antiburgher and a Burgher meeting-houſe in the 
town, both well attended, and the people are much improved in 
the civilities of life. There is likewiſe a chapel of the Scotch 

Epiſcopal church. Their number is ſmall; but they have 

| been joined by ſeveral of the glaſs-houle work people, whoſe 
4 M 2 education 


Scotch, for communion elements, is continued: and 7x1. 38. 2d. Scotch, vicarage, 
paid as »/e and vont. Ihe additional 2 chalders may ſeem a fmall augmentation 
for ſo large a pariſh ; but the converſion of the money into grain makes it con- 
ſiderable, and gives a ſecurity for the ſtipend's riſing with the other neceſſaries of 
8 1775 | EO Lane 1155 | 
At the Reformation, the ſtipends of the Proteſtant clergy were fixed, to be 
paid at the rate of ſo many chalders of victual, (the general term in Scotland for 
all kinds of grain), part of which was paid in kind, and part in money, convert- 
ing the chalder, in the rich counties, at Tool. Scotch the chalder, and at 80l. 
Scotch in the leſs ſertile ones. It is greatly to be regretted, that the whole ſti- | 
pend was not paid in victual; as by that means the value of them would have 
kept pretty nearly an equal pace with the value of eſtates, This method ſhould 
now be abſolutely fixed; or if, from local ſituations, it ſhould be very incon- 
venient to the clergy, to receive the whole in victual, one third might be convert- 
ed into money; and the value of the bolls ſhould be eſtimated by an average £ 
25 years; and at the end of the 25 years, a new converſion might be taken; but 
no alteration ſhould be made, uuleſs the price of victual (i. e. th. medium price of 
barley and malt), dificred from the former one 69. pence per bo!l. 
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education lads them to prefer that form of worſhip. The 
five clergymen, who are in town, live in the greateſt en, 


and you intercourſe n one | SROWIEE . 


| Sebools and Derbe There is a numerous and flouriſh. 
ing ſchool, conducted by a rector and doctor, (i. e. a maſter and 
uſher), both of whom have very good apartments. The 
rector takes boarders, and gives them every private aſſiſtance. 5 
The pious Lady CHARLOTTE F.RSKINE left zool. Sterling for : 


educating poor children, and having them cathechiſed on Sun. 
_ day evenings ; which, according to the direction of Mr. Exs- 
KINE, to whoſe care it was committed, has been begun, and 
promiſes great ſucceſs, under the direction of the doctor, who 
aſſembles them, with all who chooſe to attend on the Sunday 


_ evenings. This meeting the miniſters occaſionally attend, and 
mark the progreſs of the young, when the moſt diligent are 
_ rewarded with little books. Her Ladyſhip likewiſe bequeath- 


ed 400 l. towards aſſiſting the ſchools of the colliery. The 
Charigavle donations of this lady ought not to be omitted in 


this place, tbough they are deeply engraven in the hearts of 


many. Children of all ſects have acceſs tothe benefit. of theſe 


ſchools. There are likewiſe ſeveral private ſchools, where tome : 


of the younger and poorer ſcholars are educated. In the village 


of Tullibody, there is a numerous ſchool, patronized by Gene- 


ral ABERCROMBY. In the colliery there are two ſchools, to 
accommodate what are called the Upper and Lower Works, i. e. 
the Collyland and Alloa. All theſe ſchools are well attended, 
and promiſe much 3 benefit. 


1 


4 Dr. JamEs Fox Dyer, author of the Sermons to Young Women, was laſt mini- 


ſter of this pariſh, He was admitted in Octcber 1753, and went to London | 12 
1760, when he was ſucceeded by the preſent incumbent, 


Mineral 


Mineral Waters and Feffils—There are many ſprings, 
ſtrongly impregnated with fteel. One of them is within the 


houſe of Alloa ; but it is not known that any of them have 
been ſufficiently analyſed, to ſpeak of their effects. There are 


various quarries in the pariſh ; ſome very indifferent, a few 


very good. One of them has been wrought upwards of 100 
years. It is a remarkably good ſtone in every particular, ex- 


cepting the colour, which 1s a faint red ; but it endures all 
kinds of fatigue. A very great quantity has been made uſe | 
of, although it lies very deep in the earth, and of courſe 1s ex- 


penſive to work. There is another quarry on the eaſt fide 
of the pariſh, of a good quality, and uncommonly white. There 
are ſeams of coal underneath each of theſe quarries. There 


is a field of yellow clay, or ochre, excellently adapted for fine 
| bricks. It ſometimes ſupplies the place of lime on the out- 
| fides of houſes ; but its various qualities have not yr been 


aſcertained. | 


Wild Animals.—The wild animals are the ſame as are com- 


mon to all the Low Country : hares, rabbits, foxes, badgers, 


_ otters, foumarts, or polecats, and ffoats, or ermines. Theſe laſt 


are very rare. There are no wild cats. The birds moſt numerous 


are partridges. Some few quails and land rails are ſometimes 
ſeen in autumn; but they are abundant in the breeding ſea- 
ſon. The whiſtling or grey plovers alight ſometimes on the 


high grounds in ſpring, and likewiſe the dotterels, both on 


their way to the Ochils. The bittern is become very ſcarce. 


Curlews frequent the fide of the Forth. There are few herons 
that breed here. There are thruſhes, blackbirds, woodlarks, 
bull finches, and all the finch tribe; ſky larks, buntings, yel- 
low hammers, and water wagtails, white and yellow; in ſummer, 
ſtone-chatterers, and various kinds of twallows; in winter, the 
ſeveral kinds of fieldfares, woodcocks and ſnipes, and ſome- 


times 
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times ſnow birds. The lapwing, or green plover, breeds on the 
| high grounds; but as cutlivation advances, their numbers vi. 
ſibly decreaſe. The hoody, or Royſton crow, breeds here. Jack. 


daws, crows, magpies and ravens are often ſeen, but do not 


5 breed. There are alſo hawks, Kings-fiſners, ſandlarks, Inner 


 erows, and ſome few of the long eared bats, owls and ſereech | 


owls, _ 


 Anthqvitier.—About a mile eaſt of the town, there is 2 


large upright ſtone, 7 feet 4 inches above the ſurface of the 

ground. It is three feet broad, and thought to be very deep 
in the earth. The old people uſe to ſpeak of the figure of a 
man on horſeback, which they had ſeen on it. If any thing 
of that kind, or letters (as it is ſaid), have been — ob- 
5 ſerved, they are now totally effaced * . 


1 Families and Fain Ne Thins are no fa. 
milies of any conſequence now exiſting, which were originally 


of this pariſh. The branch of the ABtKCROMBIES, which ſet- 


tled at Tullibody towards the end of laſt century, are deſcend- 


ed from the family of ene in te, where it has 
been long eſtabliſhed. 


The Lords CaTycarT only made this the ſeat of their re- 


ſidence, upon parting with the great eſtate and beautiful place 
ol Auchineruive, which they poſſeſſed for ages in Ayr- ſhire. 


Ther ; 


* When the adjacent farm was encloſing, upwards of 20 years ago, a ditch 
was made cloſe to the ſtone, when mahy human bones were diſcovered ; v hich 


proves, that a battle or ſkirmiſh had ſome time or other taken place near that 


ſpot; and probably ſome man of eminence was buried hard by, as it Was 2 
common practice of the Picts on ſuch occaſions. There are two ſlones reſ-m- 
bling this one, in the neighbouring pariſh of Alva, at o great diſtance fron the 
church, but not cloſe to one another. "They are both near the foot of the 
Ochils. 


** 


of Alla. | 647 
Their poſſeſſions i in E and the Wie pürildes deſcended | 


to the late Lord Cathcart from his grandmother Lady Snaw ; 


| whoſe huſband had purchaſed them, in the beginning of this : 


century, at a judicial ſale, from the Bruces of Clackmannan. 


Neither can the ERSskIxxs be ſaid to be originally of this 
pariſh, although they got the lands, which they are now poſſeſſed 
of, in the reign of King Robert Bruce. They were originally 


ſettled in Renfrewſhire. They ſucceeded by a female, in 1461, 


to the earldom of Marr ; but it was not until the year 1561 
that they got poſſeſſion of it. It was at that time declared in 
parliament, that, in juſtice, the earldom of Marr belonged to 


Joh Logp ErsKivne, who, in the year 1571, was elected re- 


gent of Scotland, on the death of the Earl of Lennox. How 
honourably he filled that troubleſome ſtation, is recorded by 
all our hiſtorians*. Unfortunately he was cut off by a ſudden 
death. The famous GEORGE BUCHANAN | bas celebrated his N 


virtues in an elegant epitaph. 


Theſe matters, however, belong rather to 57 ory than to a 


faatiftical account; but it would be improper to omit men- 


tioning the laſt EARL of Manx, who had a great turn for em- 
belliſhing the country, Lord HapincToy, in his Treatiſe 


on 


The family of Eusxixr have often been honoured with having their infant 5 


ſovereigns intruſted to their care, (particularly King James V. the unfortunate 


Queen Maxx, James VI. and his ſon Prince Henky), which ſacred truſt they moſt 


faithfully diſcharged. They have ſome curious papers relative to thoſe tranſ- 


actions, —The regent's ſon was brought up with King James VI. He was ap- 


pointed ambaſſador to England a ſhort time beſore Elizabeth's death. The am- 


baſſador's preſent is till preſerved in the family: It is a baſon and ewer, re» 


markable for its workmanſhip, and the elegance of its ſhape. Lord Marr, in his 
embaſſy, is ſuppoſed to have contributed towards the peaceable acceſſion of King 
James to the throne of England. The Duke of Sulu mentions him in his 


memoirs, and calls him his friend. On the Duke's return to France, the famous 2 


Hrxar IV. wrote a letter to Lord Marr, which is ſtil preſerved i in the archives 
of the family, | 


| 
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8 Foref Gm ſays, * tt was me late Ea of Mank, tat 
e firſt introduced the wi/derneſs way of planting among us, 


« and very much improved the taſte of our gentlemen, who 


© ſoon followed his example.” And the gardens at Alloa, 


which were laid out according to the faſhion of the times, 
were long viſited and admired. The Earl, unhappily for his 


country, himſelf and family, was principally concerned in 
the rebellion 1715. But whatever errors he may have fallen 
Into, it cannot be denied, by any one who reads the papers 
| he has left behind him, that he had the general improvement 
of his country greatly at heart. His only amuſement, during 
the long exile in which he died, was to draw plans and de- 

_ figns, for the good of that much loved country from which 

: he was baniſhed ; and there is one paper“, dated in 1728, 


whack | 


* speaking of the public works ee ſor the Jmprovernent of Scotland, 


| Lord Marr ſays, All ways of improving Edinburgh ſhould be thought on ; 


as, in particular, making a large bridge, of three arches, over the grounds be- 
twixt the North Loch and Phyſic Garden, from the High Street at Halker- 
ſtone's Wynd to the Multurſey Hill, where many fine ſtreets might be built, 
as the inhabitants increaſed. The acceſs to them would be eaſy on all hands, 
and the ſituation would be agreeable and convenient, having a noble proſpect 
of all the fine ground towards the ſea, the frith of Forth, and coaſt of Fife, 
One large and long ftreet, in a ſtraight line, where the Long Gate is now; 
on one {ide of it would be a fine opportunity ſor gardens down to the North 
Loch; and one on the other fide, towards Bronghton, No houſes to be on. 
the bridge, the breadth of the North Loch; but, ſelling the places en the 
ends of the bridge for houſes, and the vaults and arches below for warchouſcs 
and cellars, the charge of the bridge mig ht be near defrayed. 
« Another bridge might alſo be made on the other ſide of the town, and al- 
' moſt as uſeful and commodious as that on the north. The place where it 
could be moſt eaſily made is St. Mary's Wynd and the Pleaſants. The hollow 
there is not ſo deep as where the other bridge is propoſed; ſo that it is thought 
tw: ſtories of rches might raiſe it near upon a level with the fireet at the 
head of st. 1 10 s Wynd, Betwixt the ſouth end of the Pleaſants and the 
Fetter 


, 4, 
which takes notice of the improvements of the metropotis, 
that have been ſince carried into execution, and which deſerves 


to be more generally Known. 


The 


« Potter-Row, and from thenee to Briſto street, and by the back of the wall 
* at Herriot's Hoſpital, there are fine ſituations for houſes and gardens, There 


« would be fine avenues to the town, and outlets from it for airing, walking, 


t Ke, &c. by theſe bridges; and Edinburgh, from being a bad incommodious 
4 ſituation, would become a very beneficial and convenient one: And, to make 
eit ſtill more ſs, a branch of that river, called the Water of Leith, might, it is 
C thought, be brought from ſomewhere about the Colt Bridge, to fill and run 
« through the North Loch, which would be of great ren. to the conveni- 
à ence, beauty, cleanlineſs and healthfulneſs of the town. 


« 'The making a canal betwixt the rivers of Forth and Clyde 510 be 2 a 
© great improvement to Scotland, as well as of great ſervice to the trade of the 


; „ whole iſland, eſpecially the India trade, by ſaving a dangerous long paſſage 
e round Britain, ſince, by that canal the weſt and eaſt ſea would be joined. 
« The way for leading of this canal is from near Glaſgow, by Kilſyth, to the 

mouth of the river Carron below Falkirk. It is practicable, as Mr. Adair, 


« Mr, Smith, Mr. M Gill, and Mr. Sorocold judged, who travelled twid over 


« the ground, with a view to this work. From the hills of Campſie, and the 85 
river Carron they thought there would be water ſufficient got ſor filling the 

et canal; and that, by the aſſiſtanee of ſeveral fluices near to Glaſgow and ſome _ 
=. in other parts, the canal would be made praQicable for flat bottomed boats of 
te a very conſiderable burden. They computed that 30,0001. Sterling might do 
„the work; but, ſhould it caſt the double, it would be well beſtowed, and be 


1 ſoon repaid by the profit ariſing from the canal.” 
Having ſaid ſo much of this unfortunate nobleman, it is no more this juſtice 


to the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring pariſhes, to mention their 
behaviour to him during his exile, while the eſtate continued under the direction 


of the commiſſioners of the forfeited eſtates. They contributed confiderably 
towards aſſiſting him under his misfortunes. Nor ſhould an inſtance of gratitude 


paſs unnoticed 2 The Earl, whoſe taſte for architecture was generally known, 


introduced the celebrated Mr. Gizzs into buſineſs, the beginning of this century. 
Mr. Gibbs dying without children, left the greateſt part of the fortune he had 
acquired to Loxy ERSKINR, the ſon of his firſt patron. 
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The following i is 2 copy of the complimbnitdry poern (abovs : 


mentioned), wrote by George Buchanan upon Jonn EAR of 


Manx, who was — of Scotland, VOY __ * 6f 
King Janzs VI. 


| : Joannr AregSKINO, Comiti MaxRIxZVHJ ScoronbM PRORECH, 


Si quis ARESXINUM memoret per bella ferocem, 
Pace gravem nulli, tempore utroque pium; 
si quis opes ſine faſtu, animum fine fraude, carentem 
| Rebus in ambiguis ſuſpicione fidem ; 
Si quod ob has dotes, ſzvis jactata procellis 
Fugit in illius patria feſſa ſinum; 

Vera quidem memoret, ſed non & propria: laudes | 
Qui pariter petet has unus & alter erit. 
ud ei proprium eſt, longo quod iu ordine vitae 

Nil odium aut livor quod reprehendat habet. 


APPENDIX. 


5 Eontaining ſome Pieces of additional Information, received after 
| the Accounts of the reſpective Pari iſbes, to voy they "WT SEE 


were gone to the * 


NUMBE * XVII. 


Brrrn, p. 314. 


The miniſter of this pariſh, in a letter ſent ſince the account 


1 it was printed, ſays, that the article of cheeſe was conſider- 


ably under-rated ; that the average produce from each cow 


is 41. Sterling, and the total amount per annum 4@00l. Sterling. 


Ae farther adds, that there are three bleachfields in the pariſh, . 
in one of which a good deal of buſineſs is done; that, in the 
table of art ificers, Oc. 4 ſtocking makers, and 6 coal-hewers, 


are omitted; and that, to the article of minerals, may be add- 
ed zeo/tte and barytes. He concludes, by expreſſing his.earneſt 
wiſh, that the encouragement intended to be given to the 


Friendly or Charitable Societies in England, by act of parliament, 


55 _ be allo extended to Scotland. 


NUMBER XX. 
GLENORCHAT and INISHAIL, p. 335. 


Population. —In the farms of Phanans Krachan, or Lorn- 
Furnace, there are about 200 ſouls ; but the exact proportion 
of males and females is not aſcertained, 
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Feel 1788 Dr. Jars AnDizzon, 3 in the Memoirs 


of the Society for Encouraging Agriculture, Sc. gives the fol. 
15 lowing important facts reſpecting this valuable eſculent root, 
and which ought not to be omitted, as they may be of uſe to 
the practical farmer, eſpecially in the remote parts of the 


Kingdom; vis. 


I/t, It is found, from ab experiment, that it is a matter 
of indifference, whether the potatoes, employed as ſets, be | 
whole, or cut in pieces, provided the /ets be of the ſame ſize; 
but that a variation of the ſize planted, always affeQs the 
amount of the crop in a remarkable degree. Ib W ſets, 
in all cafes, produce the greateſt crop. | | 
Aal. If the ſtems of potatoes be cut over, while they are | 
green, and ſucculent, the increaſe of bulbs, from that moment, . 


is ſtopt, and the crop by this means greatly diminiſhed. 


zaly, Potatoes advance much more, after the time they are 
uſually thought to have attained their maturity, chan 18 in 
general ſuſpected. 


The following table ſhews the weight of the produce of fix 


ſtems, taken up at periods of one week intervening between 


each. | 
Avguſt ad. 2 12  Avguſt2zd, - 9g 5 
Ioth, Ka "TM 8 : —— 2gth, 610 10 
- 87th, + „ 9: Septem. St, 15 12 


* Theſe potatoes were of an early kind, and juſt coming into bloſſom, 
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